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The Mazda3 known as the Mazda Axela in Japan first three generations , a combination of
"accelerate" and "excellent" [4] is a compact car manufactured in Japan by Mazda. For the
model year, Mazda began offering the Mazda 3 with their newly-developed SkyActiv technology,
including a more rigid body, a new direct-injection engine, and a new 6-speed transmission. For
the model, the all-new Mazda3 is equipped with the newly-developed SkyActiv technology,
including the latest SkyActiv-X, SkyActiv-G and SkyActiv-D engines, each of which provides
responsive speed control in any driving situation, and a Spark-Controlled Compression Ignition
system. The Mazda3 became Mazda's fastest-selling vehicle in January , with cumulative sales
of over 6 million units. By , Hasip Girgin's design was chosen as a finalist. Girgin was sent to
work in Hiroshima for 6 months, after which the final design was frozen for scheduled
production. The front suspension comprises MacPherson struts , with coil springs and an
anti-roll bar. The rear suspension is a Ford-designed "E-link" multi-link suspension , with four
locating links per wheel and an anti-roll bar, suspended on coil springs that are mounted
inboard of the shock absorbers to reduce suspension intrusion into the cargo area. The first
generation of the Mazda 3 has been known to have spontaneous piston failure in the form of the
piston itself cracking which is a result of manufacturing anomalies that has plagued a small
percentage of the normally reliable car. Wheel and tire sizes vary with model, from 15" on base
models to optional 17" wheels on upper-level models. When first introduced, United
States-market Mazda3 models were available in only two trim levels, i and s, with the 2. Since
then Mazda has introduced additional models under the Touring and Grand Touring labels. All
three models use the inline-4 Mazda MZR engine , with various types, displacements and
outputs including the MZ-CD turbodiesel , depending on model and market. Transmissions are a
five-speed manual transmission and a four-speed automatic transmission ; since the model
year, a five-speed automatic is optional on models with the 2. This transmission has now been
made standard on the 2. Japanese market JIS ratings :. European market ECE ratings :.
Australian market ADR net ratings :. Official performance figures for the European Mazda3 1.
Wheels magazine reported an 8. The 1. In test results for the Mazda 3 Maxx Sport five-door 2. In
its test results for the Mazda3 five-door with the 2. Car and Driver documented the acceleration
of a Mazda3 four-door sedan. Equipped with a 2. For the model year, Mazda added variable
valve timing and variable-length intake runners to the 2. The automatic transmission used in the
S trim Mazda3 with the 2. The smaller engine had already been PZEV-certified. The colour
palette was also simplified in , with the deletion of Canary Yellow and Lava Orange Mica. The 3
received a minor cosmetic facelift for the model year with minimal exterior, interior and
mechanical changes. On base models, the black plastic at the top of the grille became
body-coloured. The front fascia and bumper were changed with a floating foglight design and
the lower air intake opening was reshaped to better resemble the typical "Mazda five-point face.
The LED brake lights were added to compete with the growing trend of higher-end vehicles
using LED tail lamps for more visible light output. The range of alloy wheels were redesigned,
featuring a inch alloy wheel for the Grand Touring version. The rear fascia was slightly changed
adding a notch on the bumper cover of the sedan. Several new exterior colors were added,
phantom blue, a copper red metallic April, , Aurora Blue and dark cherry. The Titanium Gray
color was replaced with a darker Galaxy Gray color. The interior of the Mazda3 was offered with
several new color choices and an audio jack in the centre console, allowing the use of digital
music players. Also, Takara models, which were introduced in the upgrade, added climate
control and 6- CD autochanger to the TS specification. The model also includes less visible
mechanical changes. The keyless entry system was improved. Reinforcements to the body shell
improve overall chassis rigidity. The front dampers of the MacPherson strut suspension have
been re-tuned to quicken steering response and reduce understeer. The hydraulic dampers of
the multi-link rear suspension were also re-tuned to match the front suspension changes.
Mazda engineers and designers addressed concerns regarding cabin noise level by redesigning
or changing multiple systems and adding sound-deadening material to the roof lining and hood
panel. In the UK, all Mazda3s have a 3-year unlimited mileage warranty, 3-year roadside
assistance and 12 year anti perforation warranty as standard. Canadian Mazda3s received
standard seat-mounted side-airbags and body-shell-mounted side-curtain airbags across the
model range. Previously, both airbag types were not available. An additional trim level included
the Sport GX with a 2. Compared to the GX sedan, the GX hatchback has body-coloured door
handles, and fog lamps. Options for the Sport GX include air conditioning, a convenience
package containing power accessories and inch alloys, and a rear trunk spoiler. The GS sedan
received standard inch alloy wheels, previously only available with the moonroof option, while
the GX had inch alloy wheels added to the convenience package which includes steering-wheel
mounted audio controls, power windows, power locks, and remote entry. The GS hatchback
now comes with factory-installed air conditioning. GT models received standard xenon

headlights, previously part of the leather package. In the U. This new model added a body-color
front grille, fog lights and 17" alloy wheels, giving it a very similar appearance to the more
expensive s models. The interior also received leather-covered steering wheel and shift knob
from the s model. Anti-lock brakes and side-impact airbags, previously optional, were now
standard. Initial news reports indicated the model year would receive a minor facelift by the end
of the year with exterior design modifications that included chrome door handles, a new roof
spoiler, expanded use of black moldings on the rear bumper, and new alloy-wheel options. The
model year was only a few months long as production ceased in November The base "Neo"
guise came with remote central locking, a four speaker sound system with a CD Player among
other features. Building upon the Neo, the "Maxx" offered power windows and mirrors, alloy
wheels, remote keyless central locking, six speakers and an in-dash sound system. The "Maxx
Sport" added primarily cosmetic features, with that including a body kit, front fog lamps and
larger alloy wheels. The "SP23" gained a larger engine as well as other smaller luxury features.
Updates included refreshed front and rear light fixtures, as well updated alloy wheels and a new
fog light configuration. A high performance "MPS" Hatch was introduced into the lineup within
this update. The 3 continuously sold well throughout the BK generation, reaching 4th in
Australian sales within The following table lists sales throughout its tenancy. In development
from and designed under Kunihiko Kurisu from early to August , in November Mazda debuted
the second-generation Mazda3 with restyled exterior. Two engines were offered in the US and
Canadian markets, the 2. The C1 architecture, a collaboration of Ford, Mazda, and Volvo, [34] is
carried over from the previous generation [35] though marginally wider, longer and lighter than
the previous generation. The 2. In other markets, more engines are offered including a new 2.
The new Mazda3 is slightly larger than the older Mazda3 and is available in "i" and "s" versions.
The European model includes a start-stop system with the 2. Midway through , features
including side mirrors with integrated turn signals, footwell lighting, and power seat memory
functions were removed. Full details and images of the high-powered Mazdaspeed3 a. It comes
with Mazda's SkyActiv-G 2. Skyactiv models receive a blue ring around the projectors in the
headlamps. The third-generation Mazda3 was revealed in Australia on 26 June It has a drag
coefficient Cd of 0. Two SkyActiv engines are offered in North American markets, the 2. The
Mazda3 equipped with a 2. In its first-drive review of the Mazda 3, the auto enthusiast weblog
Jalopnik stated that "once the 2. For the model year, the 2. Model grades for the U. The model
ranked number one among Affordable Small Cars in U. In Europe, three SkyActiv-G gasoline
engines are offered, one 1. In , the Mazda3 made it to the finals of the European Car of the Year
competition. For the UK market, the Mazda3 Sedan is marketed as a fastback. Thailand models
of Mazda3 went on sale in 18 March A concept version of the Mazda3, with an engine powered
by compressed natural gas, was unveiled in at the Tokyo Motor Show. In Malaysia, the
third-generation Mazda3 was first launched in March fully imported from Japan and was
available with a sole 2. The vehicle was unveiled at the Tokyo Motor Show. As of 22 January ,
cumulative production of the Mazda3 production reached four million units since June AAT
began on 14 March Changes include a new dashboard layout, new front and rear exterior styling
the latter, only in the hatchback , new first-of-its-kind G-Vectoring Control and diesel option was
dropped. Safety and driver assistance features were also improved, adding a traffic
sign-recognition sensor [73] and pedestrian detection with the pre-collision braking system. The
update debuted in North America for the model year. In the United States, the "i" and "s"
monikers were dropped, leaving the Sport 2. The Mazda3 hatchback and sedan were both
unveiled at the Los Angeles Auto Show on 28 November , and global sales began in early With
the release of this generation, the "Axela" nameplate was dropped in the Japanese market as
part of Mazda's new global naming structure. The fourth-generation Mazda3 may be equipped
with a spark-controlled compression ignition engine, called the SkyActiv-X. From Wikipedia, the
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crossover. In , Mazda produced 1. The name Mazda came into existence with the production of
the company's first three-wheeled trucks. Other candidates for a model name included
Sumera-Go, Tenshi-Go and more. The name was also associated with Ahura Mazda God of Light
, with the hope that it would brighten the image of these compact vehicles. The company
website further notes that the name also derives from the name of the company's founder,
Jujiro Matsuda. The Mazda lettering was used in combination with the corporate emblem of
Mitsubishi , which was responsible for sales, to produce the Toyo Kogyo three-wheeled truck
registered trademark. Mazda began as the Toyo Cork Kogyo Co. In the late s the company had
to be saved from bankruptcy by Hiroshima Saving Bank and other business leaders in
Hiroshima. In Toyo Kogyo moved from manufacturing machine tools to vehicles with the
introduction of the Mazda-Go auto rickshaw. Toyo Kogyo produced weapons for the Japanese
military throughout the Second World War, most notably the series 30 through 35 Type 99 rifle.
The company formally adopted the Mazda name in , though every automobile sold from the
beginning bore that name. The Mazda R was introduced in , followed by the Mazda Carol in
Beginning in the s, Mazda was inspired by the NSU Ro 80 and decided to put a major
engineering effort into development of the Wankel rotary engine as a way of differentiating itself
from other Japanese auto companies. This effort to bring attention to itself apparently helped,
as Mazda rapidly began to export its vehicles. Both piston-powered and rotary-powered models
made their way around the world. The rotary models quickly became popular for their
combination of good power and light weight when compared to piston-engined competitors that
required heavier V6 or V8 engines to produce the same power. During , Mazda started formal
operations in Canada MazdaCanada although Mazdas were seen in Canada as early as In ,
Mazda formally entered the American market Mazda North American Operations and was very
successful there, going so far as to create the Mazda Rotary Pickup based on the conventional
piston-powered B-Series model solely for North American buyers. To this day, Mazda remains
the only automaker to have produced a Wankel-powered pickup truck. Additionally, it is also the
only marque to have ever offered a rotary-powered bus the Mazda Parkway, offered only in
Japan or station wagon within the RX-3 and RX-4 lines for certain markets. After nine years of
development, Mazda finally launched its new model in the U. Mazda's rotary success continued
until the onset of the oil crisis. As American buyers as well as those in other nations quickly
turned to vehicles with better fuel efficiency, the relatively thirsty rotary-powered models began
to fall out of favor. Combined with being the least-efficient automaker in Japan in terms of
productivity , inability to adjust to excess inventory and over-reliance on the U. The smaller
Familia line in particular became very important to Mazda's worldwide sales after , as did the
somewhat larger Capella series. Mazda refocused its efforts and made the rotary engine a
choice for the sporting motorist rather than a mainstream powerplant. Starting with the
lightweight RX-7 in and continuing with the modern RX-8 , Mazda has continued its dedication
to this unique powerplant. This switch in focus also resulted in the development of another
lightweight sports car, the piston-powered Mazda MX-5 Miata sold as the Eunos and later Mazda

Roadster in Japan , inspired by the concept ' jinba ittai '. Introduced in to worldwide acclaim, the
Roadster has been widely credited with reviving the concept of the small sports car after its
decline in the late s. From to , Mazda had a partnership with the Ford Motor Company , which
acquired a This partnership with Ford began owing to Mazda's financial difficulties during the s.
The cooperation had begun in when the Mazda B-Series spawned a Ford Courier variant for
North America, a version which was later offered in other markets as well. Mazda's Bongo and
Titan cab-over trucks were sold with Ford badging in mainly Asia and the Pacific region
beginning in Mazda began supplying manual transaxles to Ford in the spring of During the s,
Ford-badged Mazda products replaced much of their own European-sourced lineup, especially
in the Asia-Pacific markets, with the Laser replacing the Escort [19] and the Telstar replacing
the Cortina. Ford also lent Mazda some of its capacity when needed: the Mazda sold in Europe
and South Africa was, for a time, a variant of the Ford Fiesta built in plants in Europe and South
Africa. Mazda also made an effort in the past to sell some of Ford's cars in Japan, mainly
through its Autorama dealer group. Mazda also helped Ford develop the Explorer [ citation
needed ] , which Mazda sold as the 2-door only Mazda Navajo from through However, Mazda's
version was unsuccessful, while the Ford available from the start as a 4-door or 2-door model
instantly became the best selling sport-utility vehicle in the United States and kept that title for
over a decade. Mazda has used Ford's Ranger pickup as the basis for its North
Americanâ€”market B-Series trucks, starting in and continuing through , when Mazda
discontinued importing its B-Series trucks to North America, due to costs associated with the
chicken tax. Following its long-held fascination with alternative engine technology, Mazda
introduced the first Miller cycle engine for automotive use in the Millenia luxury sedan of
Though the Millenia and its Miller-type V6 engine were discontinued in , the company has
recently introduced a much smaller Miller-cycle four-cylinder engine for use in its Demio
starting in As with its leadership in Wankel technology , Mazda remains so far the only
automaker to have used a Miller-cycle engine in the automotive realm. Further financial
difficulties at Mazda during the s partly caused by losses related to the Asian financial crisis [
citation needed ] caused Ford to increase its stake to a In June , Henry Wallace was appointed
president, and he set about restructuring Mazda and setting it on a new strategic direction. He
laid out a new direction for the brand including the design of the present Mazda marque; he laid
out a new product plan to achieve synergies with Ford, and he launched Mazda's digital
innovation program to speed up the development of new products. At the same time, he started
taking control of overseas distributors, rationalized dealerships and manufacturing facilities,
and driving much needed efficiencies and cost reductions in Mazda's operations. Much of his
early work put Mazda back into profitability and laid the foundations for future success. Wallace
was succeeded by James Miller in November , followed in December by Ford executive Mark
Fields , who has been credited with expanding Mazda's new product lineup and leading the
turnaround during the early s. Ford's increased influence during the s allowed Mazda to claim
another distinction in history, having maintained the first foreign-born head of a Japanese car
company, Henry Wallace. Amid the world financial crisis in the fall of , reports emerged that
Ford was contemplating a sale of its stake in Mazda as a way of streamlining its asset base.
Ford and Mazda remained strategic partners through joint ventures and exchanges of
technological information. Part of the proceeds were used to build an auto plant in Salamanca ,
Mexico. In May , the company signed an agreement with Toyota to form a "long-term
partnership", that would, among others, see Mazda supply Toyota with fuel-efficient SkyActiv
gasoline and diesel engine technology in exchange for hydrogen fuel cell systems. The
motivation was brought on by market competition from other Japanese automakers efforts in
offering vehicles at multiple Japanese dealership networks offered by Toyota , Nissan , and
Honda. Mazda's implementation of brand diversification reflected a Japanese engineering
philosophy, called Kansei engineering , which was used as an advertising slogan in North
America. M2 even had its own avant-garde company headquarters, but was shut down after a
very short period of operation. In early Mazda planned to release a luxury marque, Amati , to
challenge Acura , Infiniti , and Lexus in North America, which was to begin selling in late The
Amati marque was eventually scrapped before any cars hit the market. It is perhaps just a
curiosity, but "Amati" happens to be an anagram of "Miata". In Europe, the Xedos name was
also associated with the Mazda Xedos 6 , the two models were in production from until The
Xedos line was marketed under the Mazda marque, and used the Mazda badge from the
corresponding years. This diversification stressed the product development groups at Mazda
past its limits. Instead of having a half-dozen variations on any given platform , developers were
asked to work on dozens of different models at the same time. Consumers were confused as
well by the explosion of similar new models. This selective marketing experiment was ended in
the mids due to economic conditions, largely attributed to the collapse of the Japanese asset

price bubble in North America is Mazda's biggest market. Mazda has conducted research in
hydrogen-powered vehicles for several decades. Mazda has developed a hybrid version of its
Premacy compact minivan using a version of its signature rotary engine that can run on
hydrogen or gasoline named the Mazda Premacy Hydrogen RE Hybrid. Despite plans to release
it in , [40] [41] as of the vehicle is in limited trials. In Toyota and Mazda announced a supply
agreement for the hybrid technology used in Toyota's Prius model. Mazda is finding a host of
alternative uses for a variety of materials and substances â€” ranging from plastic to milk â€” in
its vehicles, as it aims to become more environmentally-friendly. Mazda introduced some of
these innovations â€” bioplastic internal consoles and bio-fabric seats â€” in its Mazda5 model
at EcoInnovasia , at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Center in Bangkok. Poti gobar of
cows. SkyActiv technology is an umbrella name for a range of technologies used in certain new
Mazda vehicles. Together these technologies increase fuel economy to a level similar to a
hybrid drivetrain. Engine output is increased and emission levels are reduced. These
technologies include high compression ratio gasoline engines It is also possible to combine
these technologies with a hybrid drivetrain for even greater fuel economy. In the racing world,
Mazda has had substantial success with both its signature Wankel-engine cars in two-rotor,
three-rotor, and four-rotor forms as well as its piston-engine models. Mazda vehicles and
engines compete in a wide variety of disciplines and series around the world. Only one of these
finished, taking fifth place. The Cosmo placed 18th overall in a field of The only modifications
were racing brake pads, exhaust, and safety equipment. The B's triumph remains unparalleled,
as it remains the only non-piston-engined car ever to win at Le Mans, and Mazda is the first
Japanese marque to have won overall at Le Mans â€” and only after Nissan had closed down its
World Sportscar Championship programme and Toyota had opted to take a sabbatical for most
of in order to develop its 3. This led to a ban on rotary engines in the Le Mans race starting in ,
which has since been rescinded. After the race, the winning engine was publicly dismantled for
internal examination, which demonstrated that despite 24 hours of extremely hard use it had
accumulated very little wear. The Le Mans win in followed a decade of class wins from other
Mazda prototypes, including the and This prototype racer uses the Renesis Wankel from the RX
Wankel engines have been banned for some time from international Formula One racing, [
citation needed ] as well as from United States midget racing , after Gene Angelillo won the
North East Midget Racing Association championship in with a car powered by a 13B engine,
and again in in a car powered by a 12A engine. Since , the Atlantic Championship has been run
exclusively with Swift Formula Mazda features open wheel race cars with Mazda engines,
adaptable to both oval tracks and road courses, on several levels of competition. Since , the
professionally organized Pro Mazda Championship has been the most popular format for
sponsors, spectators, and upward bound drivers. Engines for the Star Mazda series are all built
by one engine builder, certified to produce the prescribed power, and sealed to discourage
tampering. They are in a relatively mild state of racing tune, so that they are extremely reliable
and can go years between motor rebuilds. Spec Miata has become one of the most popular and
most affordable road racing classes in North America. The Spec Miata SM class is intended to
provide the opportunity to compete in low cost, production-based cars with limited
modifications, suitable for racing competition. The rules are intentionally designed to be more
open than the Showroom Stock class but more restricted than the Improved Touring class.
Spec RX-7 is also a popular club racing class primarily due to the availability of first generation
RX7 cars and the low startup cost. The company also sponsors various marathon and relay race
events in Japan, such as the Hiroshima International Peace Marathon and the Hiroshima
Prefectural Ekiden Race , along with numerous other sporting and charity endeavors in
Hiroshima and Hofu. Mazda also maintains sponsorship of the Laguna Seca racing course in
California, going so far as to use it for its own automotive testing purposes as well as the
numerous racing events including several Mazda-specific series that it hosts â€” as well as for
the launch of the Mazda RX Mazda also sponsors the Western New York Flash , a professional
women's soccer team that plays in the WPA and has some of the best players in the world,
including world player of the year. Mazda's past advertising slogans included: "The more you
look, the more you like" s to early s ; "Experience Mazda" mids ; "An intense commitment to
your total satisfaction, that's The Mazda Way" late s ; "It Just Feels Right" along with
advertising describing Mazda's use of Kansei engineering â€” ; "Passion for the road" ; "Get in.
Be moved. Another marketing slogan was "Sakes Alive! Since , Mazda has used the phrase
"Zoom-Zoom" to describe what it calls the "emotion of motion" that it claims is inherent in its
cars. The Zoom-Zoom campaign has been accompanied by the " Zoom-Zoom-Zoom " song in
many television and radio advertisements. The original version, performed by Jibril Serapis Bey
used in commercials in Europe, Japan and South Africa , was recorded long before it became
the official song for Mazda as part of a soundtrack to the movie Only The Strong released in In ,

its current slogan is "Zoom Zoom Forever". The punchline for this is "At Mazda, we believe
because if it's not worth driving, it's not worth building. We build Mazdas. What do you drive? In
, Mazda had launched a new campaign under a new tagline, "Driving Matters", coinciding with
the release of the redesigned MX A second long advertisement titled "A Driver's Life", coincided
with the new tagline on the following week. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Japanese
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