1965 mustang under dash wiring harness
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Mustang electrical systems are notorious for grief and frustration, mainly because most are now
reaching four decades of service. After 40 years, insulation becomes brittle, exposed copper
corrodes, terminals become pitted, and electrical tape begins to roll off. With all of these
elements in play, there's potential for problems, even disaster. Exposed copper wiring can
ground out against the body or chassis, smoking the harness and starting a fire. Brittle wiring
can break, thrusting you into darkness on the roadside. And imagine a bad wiper connection in
a rainstorm. Replacing a vintage Ford's factory electrical system is easy because everything
plugs together one way. Firewall connections are easy to pop out and in, and switches plug in
quickly. Almost anyone can do it. When we arrived at JMC Motorsports, the old electrical
system had already been removed. Removal of the old system isn't that difficult. It begins with
disconnecting the battery. We suggest shooting photographs of your Ford's old electrical
system before removal. Zero in on the instrument wiring and everything behind the dashboard.
Because Ford designed this stuff for rapid assembly on an assembly line, plugs mate only one
way. Grounds speak for themselves, especially when you photograph them before removal.
Firewall plugs mate at the firewall to tie the underdash main wiring loom to the headlamp and
engine looms. Plugs that tie the main wiring loom to the taillight harness are also behind the
dashboard on the left side. The turn-signal switch plugs into the main wiring loom at the base of
the steering column. Always examine potential problem areas before they can arise. For
example, we've seen fuse-box screws accidentally run through wiring, causing a short circuit.
We have also witnessed wire chafing, which caused the wiring to ground out. Though
reproduction wiring looms are wrapped and protected exactly like the originals, we can make
them even safer. Plastic antichafe can be used to minimize contact, and you can also wrap the
wiring loom with electrical tape for greater protection. Examine how the wiring is routed, which
can also be a factor in protection. Sharp metal edges can chew right through wiring, especially
when you consider road shock and vibration. Fan Facts There is certainly some confusion when
it comes to ''66 Mustang heater fans and switches. For early '65 Mustangs with center-off,
two-speed fans, speed control happens at the fan motor. This means we have a three-wire
motor, with two wires for speed control and one wire for ground. When Ford went to a
three-speed, left-off fan switch, it went to a two-wire fan motor and a resistor pack located in the
heater box. It's important to understand these differences when you are ordering a wiring
system from Mustangs Plus. Live Wires Talk about fast relief from wiring pain. Mustangs Plus
makes it a cakewalk, with identical factory replacement wiring. A classic Mustang's electrical
system consists of four basic areas. The main wiring loom is located behind the dashboard.
From the firewall forward is the firewall-to-headlamp loom. For ''66, the engine gauge feed runs
from the firewall to the engine and starter solenoid. The taillight harness runs from the
dashboard to the trunk area. For ''68, the story isn't much different. Basics remain the same for
'' Don't Cut It, Plug It! When you need power for accessories, lights, and the like, you don't have
to cut and splice connections. Ford provided female bullet plugs throughout our Mustang wiring
harnesses for instrument lights, sound systems, cruise control, and more. Use these plugs for
light-load accessories only. Heavy loads, like high-power sound systems and power windows,
need an auxiliary electrical system with its own protection. This is a three-hole plug for
instrument lights, including the radio and Rally-Pac. There are other plugs for courtesy lights
and accessories. Remember, do not cut the harness when you don't have to. A Switch In Time
While you're at it, replace the switches. Headlamp switches deteriorate with age, causing the
circuit breaker to cycle your headlights off and on. Contacts in switches become pitted and
useless with time. Corroded contacts create increased resistance, causing heat, and possibly
starting a fire. It's also a good idea to replace all of the light bulbs, including headlamps. When
we left off last night in our Week To Wicked Mustang LX Sport project, we had just removed the
stock engine and transmission and installed most of the Maximum Motorsports suspension.
The first step is installing full-length Fox-body Mustang subframe connectors from Maximum
Motorsports to our LX hatchback. Readers share the story and pictures of their muscle
Mustangs and fast Fords. We apologize for this inconvenience and encourage you to visit
Mustang Monthly. How To. Interior Electrical. Jim Smart. Photo Gallery View Photo Gallery.
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shipping options and costs. These harnesses are made to the exact O. You will NOT have to cut
any wires, crimp any terminals, or make any modifications to these harnesses when installing
them in your classic car or truck. Are you keeping your vehicle all factory-original? If you want
to rewire your vehicle to its stock configuration, the way it was when it left the factory, the
choice is simple. You can also purchase additional wiring harnesses if your vehicle had
factory-installed not dealer installed or aftermarket options. For example: air conditioning,
power windows, rear window defogger, power top, etc. These additional harnesses will plug
directly into the main harnesses as they did at the factory. Are you keeping your vehicle mostly
factory-original with specific modifications? Due to the popularity of these updates, we may
offer a modified wiring harness, conversion wiring harness, or conversion device to
accommodate these updates. Rewiring the entire vehicle as-original. Then making the
necessary modification yourself. Keep in mind that many of the added aftermarket devices you
purchase like gauges, lighting, electric fans, etc. All you need to do is to tap into your wiring
harness to add those devices. All of these individual harness are sold separately, installed
separately, and plug into each other to complete the entire electrical system of the vehicle. We
recommend that you install your new harness as you are removing your old one. This way, you
can be more certain that the wires are routed as original and that the wires are going to their
intended devices. Please see our FAQ page for more information about installation options. Not
sure what to buy? As a matter of fact, your vehicle's original wiring was only designed to last 10
years before it started to deteriorate! There is ample documentation to substantiate this claim.
Even if you think your wiring "looks good", it's probably not. Your wiring is made of copper wire
with a covering of plastic mostly PVC insulation. This insulation is porous. Contaminants, like
oxygen, moisture and airborne pollutants, eventually pass through the insulation to attack the
wire; a condition called oxidation. There is no practical way to completely seal off the
circulation of oxygen and moisture between the individual wire strands. Once the wire strands
become oxidized, the internal resistance of the wire increases substantially. Even if you are
lucky enough to find an N. For this reason, it would NOT be wise to purchase an N. This is not a
good thing for any electrical system. If your wire has advanced to the next stage of deterioration
by being brittle and cracking especially evident in an engine compartment where high heat and
moisture are constant , it is in immediate need of replacement. At this stage, a short circuit to
ground is eminent. In a worst case scenario, it can cause a vehicle fire. Not a good day if your
car is stored in your garage! But, before you buy a wiring harness for your show car,
restoration, or weekend driver, ask yourself, " Is it a Lectric Limited wiring harness? Our
extensive library of obsolete original manufacturer's automotive blueprints insure that all our
harnesses are built to the correct specifications. This is the only way to insure that you won't
have a problem with the installation or operation of your new harness. We assemble all our
wiring harnesses on a wire harness assembly board to insure that each harness is consistently
made accurately, with the correct: break-out positions, lengths of wires at each break-out,
harness fastener locations, and taping locations. This method of assembly also insures that
your harness will fit correctly and reach where it needs to go. Fully Circuit Tested! Every
harness built by Lectric Limited is fully circuit tested using Cirris Systems digital circuit testers.
To do this, our assembly boards are back-wired to a circuit tester. While your harness is being
built, our digital circuit testers continuously check: continuity or breaks in continuity , missing
wire s , mis-wires, mis-indexed wires, splice integrity, and scan for short circuits of EACH
circuit of the harness. We are the ONLY reproduction wiring harness company in the world that
circuit tests every harness we build! After all, you don't want to have to tear-out a brand-new
harness, after spending hours or days on installation, because it's defective and could be a fire
hazard. Buy your circuit-tested wiring harnesses from Lectric Limited and you won't have to
worry about an incorrectly made wiring harness. We've invested thousands of dollars into new
state-of-the-art circuit testers to replace our older testing system. Did we need to purchase new
testing equipment? Not at all. But since circuit testing is one of our best selling points, we want
to be sure our testing standards are current. This makes it increasingly difficult to produce an
authentic reproduction wiring harness. However, Lectric Limited is meeting this challenge by
producing its own tooling and molds to replace many obsolete components, this way our
harnesses continue to meet the most rigid demands of the enthusiast. What do we mean by a
"donor harness"? In our online catalog, if there is a notation that " Of course, the remainder of
the components wire, terminals, connectors, clips, tape, etc. Why do we sometimes require a

donor harness? Some of the unique components required to manufacture your new harness are
no longer being produced, and are no longer available. Without these essential components,
your harness can not be manufactured. The needed components, usually unique connector s ,
fuse block, or bulk head connector the bulk head connector is the one that goes through the
firewall , must be good condition and not broken. How often is a donor harness required by the
customer? Not very often. But it happens. What should you do and not do if a donor harness is
required? If possible, do NOT cut your old harness or remove any components prior to
shipping. We request this because there have been instances where the customer has damaged
an obsolete component when trying to remove it from their old harness. Or instances where we
needed more components from the original harness than initially thought; resulting in delay
time and multiple shipping charges incurred by the customer. What should you do if you do not
have a donor harness to send us? We do not have donor harnesses. What will we do with your
donor components? Upon initial inspection, if it is determined that the component required to
make your new harness is in good condition, not broken or about to break, our technicians will
carefully remove the component with the proper tools. Upon manufacturing your new harness,
if a connector was used from your donor harness, we will replace all the metal terminal s with
new ones. If a fuse block was used, we will replace all the fuse clips and terminals within the
fuse block, with new ones. Please note and understand, if it is later determined that we cannot
use the component from your donor harness, even after we initially thought we could, we will
not be able to make your harness. At that time, we will contact you and return your non-usable
component and donor harness to you. Although it is extremely rare that this can happen, it can
happen. If you place an order that requires components to be provided to us, we will contact
you with additional information at that time. Please Note: We only build wiring harnesses from
the original manufacturer's blueprint specifications. We do not build wiring harnesses from
sample harnesses. For this reason, if the harness you need is not offered in our catalog, we
would not be able to manufacture it, even if you send us your old harness. Are these wiring
harnesses the right choice for you? What is involved in the installation of these harnesses?
Want to Buy? Need Help? Of all the parts I replaced during this frame-off restoration , this was
definitely the best. Fit was Perfect! Directions could have been followed by a child Which my
wife sometimes thinks I am. All functions worked first time. Very satisfied customer. It was
perfect in every way. Keep up the good work. How do we machine-tape your wiring harness?
Watch how Lectric Limited tapes an automotive wiring harness using an original 60 year old
taping machine. This process ensures your harness will look and function as factory-original.
Our wiring harnesses are brand-new and better than N. Built to the Original Blueprint
Specifications Our extensive library of obsolete original manufacturer's automotive blueprints
insure that all our harnesses are built to the correct specifications. To maintain originality and
functionality, we have invested in tooling to reproduce these terminals Method of Terminal
Application. We machine crimp our terminals. Machine crimping, unlike hand crimping, uses a 3
to 5 ton press to apply terminals so they won't fall off. Terminals if called for are then dip
soldered. Terminated wire is also randomly put through a digital pull-testing machine as an
added quality control procedure. To maintain originality and functionality, we have invested in
tooling to reproduce these connectors Connector Color and Material E. D , Material and
Durometer Grommet Orientation. Built with Correct Tape Tape Type adhesive, non-adhesive,
hi-temperature fiberglass or cloth Tape Color Tape Width Tape Wrapping Most of our harnesses
are wrapped using an automated taping machine as original , as opposed to hand taping. Built
on a Wiring Harness Assembly Board We assemble all our wiring harnesses on a wire harness
assembly board to insure that each harness is consistently made accurately, with the correct:
break-out positions, lengths of wires at each break-out, harness fastener locations, and taping
locations. There's more Our Wiring is Proudly Made in the U. Chicago area We are the
Manufacturer Buy Factory Direct! Finest Quality! Fastest Delivery! We'll ship your order within
24 hours on in-stock, non-special order products. Donor-Required Wiring Harness only on
select applications. Become a Dealer Dealer Login. Select Your Vehicle to Find the Correct
Parts: Year: YEAR Make: MAKE. Instrument cluster connections, wiper switch, headlamp
switch, ignition switch and lighter. Headlamps, parking lamps, horns; headlamp, stop, turn
signal and ignition switches; taillights and backup lights. Oil pressure, water temp and fuel
senders; wipers, washers, oil pressure indicator light, temperature and and fuel gauges;
instrument panel lights, interior courtesy lights and fuse block. What holds the lighter in place
on a 65? I noticed the back of it is threaded. How does it stay in? J P â€” January 1, PM. The
part that hold the lighter in place it the cigarette lighter socket and retainer part number C4AZB;
it holds the unit into the dash. JoeResto â€” January 2, AM. Thank You! Matt D. I am having
trouble removing my console in my 65 coupe. Greg T â€” February 26, PM. Greg, First make
sure that your console wiring harness is unplugged; there may also be a ground wire that is

attached so you may have to remove some components to get some eyes on it. Worst case is
that your wiring harness is positioned under the mount bracket; Again I would remove any
accessory components from the console â€” Ash tray, rear lamp, top plates etc. You should be
able to get everything that may be connected to that wire out of the console and then be able to
remove it. JoeResto â€” February 27, PM. Thanks for the reply. This appears to be an extruded
sprue off the back bottom that has a bolt small hanger attached. Have a pic. I am trying to wire
in a new instrument gauge cluster, and i cannot get the instrument panel lights to work? Do
these lights ground when in the back to the bezel? I was looking at the wiring diagrams and
noticed that the light to the transmission selector is wired in same circuit, does it need to be in
place and grounded for the lights in the instrument panel to work? Brian â€” December 5, PM.
Any suggestions? Do the wires from the neutral Safety Switch go from the switch to under the
dash the fuse box? Kevin Bankos â€” June 1, PM. Where is the ballast resistor located for the
ignition system in a 65 mustang, 2 barrel. This car is burning up points fast. Tom â€” July 8, PM.
My brake lights have stopped working along with my turn signals. I am looking for the part that
actually holds the light bulb in place in the rear. Forgive me I do not know what they are called. I
am looking for two. As I tried to replace the bulbs, they just kept falling out after I would insert
them correctly. Thanks for the help! My 64 and a half has had a charging problem ever since I
have had it. I replaced the constant voltage regulator, and the light switch, and all the bulbs, but
all to no avail. I do know there is current getting to the regulator. Is it supposed to reduce the
voltage? Steve â€” January 21, PM. I have an early 65 GT which has an alternator but the wiring
harness from the voltage regulator does not have a wire for the Stator, only Field, Bat, and
ground. Is this OK? None of the wiring diagrams show this, but an old well used and torn shop
manual shows it this way. I have a Mustang with a resistance wire from the ignition switch. Not
sure if they are available Does anyone out there have a suggestion? Under 20 bucks. Thank
you! Also I installed a new starter. This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your
comment data is processed. Share this: Share Facebook. More Related Posts. J P â€” January
1, PM The part that hold the lighter in place it the cigarette lighter socket and retainer part
number C4AZB; it holds the unit into the dash. JoeResto â€” January 2, AM excellent wiring
diagrams. Greg T â€” February 26, PM Greg, First make sure that your console wiring harness is
unplugged; there may also be a ground wire that is attached so you may have to remove some
components to get some eyes on it. Kevin Bankos â€” June 1, PM Where is the ballast resistor
located for the ignition system in a 65 mustang, 2 barrel. Tom â€” July 8, PM My brake lights
have stopped working along with my turn signals. My 65 top keeps blowing 30 amp fuses. Does
any ody know why? Leave a Reply Cancel reply. Smart Search. Mustangs Plus has been your
classic Mustang and Restomod headquarters since , as one of the top places to buy Mustang
parts online. Ford Mustang Enthusiasts come to us looking to buy top quality Mustang part
online. After visiting our store Mustang lovers find we also have the best selection of Mustang
parts, great prices and top notch service. Mustangs Plus has been in the business for many
years, with that we bring a vast amount of knowledge. We can help with technical information
on how to install your classic Mustang parts. Not all vintage Ford Mustang parts are created
equally, for that reason we put our knowledge to work for you supplyin
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g the best Mustang parts. Whether you are looking for Mustang parts up to Mustang parts,
Mustang engine parts , Mustang suspension parts , Mustang interior parts , or anything in
between use our website to find Mustang parts and Mustang accessories online, or call us for
assistance. Our most popular years are not just Mustang parts or Mustang parts but Mustang
parts and of course Mustang parts as well and everything up to Printable version. Under Dash
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