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also compare bikes. The Harley-Davidson name is as synonymous with motorcycles as
Photoshop is to image editing. Founded in , the bike maker has forged ahead with all types of
cruising and performance machines, to the delight of its owners and fans. From hilltops to the
race track, Harley's assortment of bikes has won them praise from all over the world. Their
bikes have been featured in everything from toys to the big screen. We have to admit, whoever
does their marketing is doing an excellent job. Updated September Despite the problems the
company has been going through in the last couple of years, Harley Davidson remains one of
the most popular producers of badass cruiser motorcycles both in-land and abroad. With as
long a history as the company has, there's plenty of room to offer up great picks for those
interested in owning their very own Harley. Of course, not every choice is perfect, just like not
every Harley is perfect. There have been numerous ups and downs in the company's history,
but so far Harley-Davidson has weathered the storm admirably. So join us as we take a look at
some of the best choices for your next Harley purchase, and some to avoid altogether. The 11F
represented the emerging technological advancements that could be incorporated into a
motorcycle back in Offering a three-speed transmission, an electrical lighting system, and most
importantly, an 11 HP powerplant, this Harley the first bike to guarantee its power rating in
writing, according to How Stuff Works. Bike Curios says the 11F was so popular that 10, of them
were sold. Some things like the braking system and front suspension still needed to catch up in
the advancement game though. The addition of electronic cruise control and improved handling
was also cited as a big plus, says Total Motorcycle. Harley Davidson also commented on the
abilities of the upgraded chassis which brought much better control and handling, as well as
riding comfort to the masses. Looking every bit like it rode straight out of a time portal from the
s, the Heritage Classic was just as technologically modern as any of its siblings. This bike was
meant for cruising, for taking on the long haul Rider Magazine considers the Heritage Classic to
be a genuine touring motorcycle and does what the manufacturer says it will do. We would hope
so, as the Heritage represented the 25th anniversary of the original. If looks count, then this
bike would probably be considered one of the first supermodels on the scene. The XLCR was
classified as a Cafe Racer, something to be admired for its speed and handling far more than
actual comfort. Just about everything about the bike was black, or accented with black, which
made for a cool look. The bike was far from perfect, but at the time it was exactly what Harley
needed to offer its riders. Enter the DAH Hillclimber, a modernized 45 cubic-inch wonder, which
quickly kicked its competition to the curb. Only 25 of these bikes were ever made, their purpose
was to dominate the hill-climbing circuit. These are actually the rarest Harley-Davidson bikes
ever, so if you find one, keep it. A reporter for Cycle World was able to do a 9. The bike is truly
beautiful and speaks volumes about Harley and its commitment to please riders. Motorcyclist
Online mentions that owners should watch out for the 5-speed gearbox, as it can be clunky at
times. All said this icon has aged quite well. The 4-stroke, degree V-twin engine pumps out just
over 48 HP, more than enough to take 2 people down the roads in leisurely comfort. MCycle
mentions that the bike has a top speed of The Fat Boy is perhaps the most car-like of any Bike
that we can think of. The suspension is so good you could probably ride directly over an open
manhole and never notice. The Wide Glide is all about good looks and tons of fun. To make it
more enjoyable and adventurous, Harley lowered the Wide Glide's ride height slightly in
comparison to other models. It's a unique model that, although it has some problems in sharp
turns, provides a beautiful experience as it cruises down the highway. One of the bikes that
prove Harley is the king of cruiser bikes , the Road King offers everything a rider could possibly
need in a good cruiser. It packs a brawny cc V-Twin that turns the rear wheel with lb-ft of torque.
It's also one of the most comfortable Harleys money can buy, featuring modern tech such as

ABS, an adjustable rear suspension, and cruise control. The CVO is a well-loved Softail because
it can be configured quickly to suit the rider without them having to carry a toolbox around to
do it. The limited-edition bike came with detachable saddlebags, front fairing, passenger pillion,
and windshield, says Ultimate Motorcycling. Other features that were considered unique that
the Convertible was the only bike at the time of any Harley model to offer keyless ignition and
lockable, soft-sided panniers. This limited-edition V-Rod really packs a punch. It has a top
speed of MPH pumping furiously from its liquid-cooled engine, which shockingly was built in
collaboration with Porsche! Rider Magazine mentions in an article that the bike's engineers did
admit they purposely chose style over performance when creating the bike. This is why this
model is considered by many to be a performance cruiser more than anything else. We certainly
have no problem with a bike that can fill this niche, and its owners agree. Though it was
generally liked, it was also universally panned because of various problems related to its
electrical system and other components. Thanks to its rather poor suspension, the handling
was considered by many reviewers to be atrocious. Live About also mentions that the Sportster
also suffered from low-speed maneuverability issues because of the forks. This is one Harley to
avoid. The electric bike has experienced problems with its charging system, which in turn led
Harley to stop production of the bike in October of The bike only started shipping in September
of Harley-Davidson has started production again, saying the bike is safe, coming out with a
rather vaguely-worded statement according to The Verge. Being that there are going to be
problems with the new electrical vehicle of any type, we wish Harley had been more
forthcoming in its explanation about Livewire. The Electra Glide brand is famous, but the model
put a damper on things and left many owners with a bad taste in their mouths. According to
Motorcyclist, the problem with the clutch not disengaging properly could have led to increased
risks of a crash. Take extra care if you are considering buying the model to make sure all recalls
have been applied to it. The Street and models seem to carry a dark cloud around them. The
recall affected models from Apparently Street owners were experiencing issues with dragging
brakes and corrosion developing around those areas. Ride Apart says that the brake problem
resulted in several crashes and injuries. UltraCool says the problem with the Softail Deluxe has
to do with some of its perceived cheaper components. Specifically, the plastic shoes on the
cam chain wear down due to rubbing. When they wear out, you have metal on metal contact. We
recommend avoiding this model altogether. The Night Train is an all-black addition to the Harley
family and features a not-so-reliable V-twin engine that's been a subject of many complaints and
a recall regarding oil leaks that could potentially lead to a fire. Aside from frequent oil leaks and
other problems with the Night Train's V-Twin, the bike's flaw is its poor steering. Owners have
experienced wobbles which lead to a loss of control of the bike. With all these problems, Harley
decided to finally discontinue the Night Train in It's a neat-looking track-focused bike, but that's
about it. The XR was notoriously underpowered, unreliable, and most of all had balance issues
that could easily cause the rider to lose control of the bike. Sources: ultracool. Part car freak
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manufacturer-specified pre-delivery inspection and setup tasks. Dealer prices may vary. North
America security system includes immobilizer; outside North America the security system
includes immobilizer and siren. Not all applicants will qualify. In this example, customer is
responsible for applicable taxes, title, licensing fees and any other fees or charges at the time of
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Eligible Motorcycle during the Sales Period has the option to trade-in the Eligible Motorcycle at
its original purchase price towards the purchase of a new, unregistered, model year , , or
Harley-Davidson Touring, Trike, Softail, Dyna, Sportster, Street or Special 3. Offer is limited to
one claim per eligible VIN. Excludes Police Models. Customers must redeem the offer at the
same H-D dealership where the Eligible Motorcycle purchase originated. Certain exceptions
apply for customers who move during the Trade-Up period. See participating H-D dealer for
details. The offer only applies to Eligible Motorcycles submitted for trade-in on a new,
unregistered Eligible Trade-Up Motorcycle of greater value and not the same model. Offer is
limited to one claim per customer. The Purchaser is responsible for the difference between the
trade-in value of the Eligible Motorcycle and the purchase price of the Eligible Trade-Up
Motorcycle. Trade-in must be a vehicle in good condition and good working order. Tires,
suspension, engine, and transmission must all be within factory specifications and are subject
to inspection by the participating H-D dealer. Vehicle exterior cannot reflect neglect or abuse.
The participating H-D dealer will make the sole determination regarding whether the trade-in is
in good working condition and good working order. The purchaser is responsible for all costs of
operating and maintaining the Eligible Motorcycle prior to trade-in. This offer may not be
combined with any other promotions, offers or discounts without the express permission of
Harley-Davidson. However, qualified customers can use Harley-Davidson Financial Services
special financing promotions in conjunction with the Freedom Promise. The H-D dealer may
require documentation to substantiate this relationship before extending the offer to the spouse
or domestic partner. Eligible Trade-Up Motorcycles must be taken from dealer stock and are not
available on future motorcycle orders, deliveries or deposits outside the Trade-Up Period.
Certain models of motorcycles may not be available at some participating dealers. Valid only at
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items are subject to availability and prior sale by our dealers. Riding range estimates provided
following the SAE J and are based on expected performance of a fully-charged battery when
operated under specified conditions. Actual range will vary depending on riding habits, ambient
weather and equipment conditions. Financing offer is available only for up to a 60 month term.
Customer must take delivery by September 30, Potential government incentives are identified
for informational purposes only. Availability and eligibility vary, may change without notice and
are beyond the control of Harley-Davidson. Eligibility and amount of credits and rebates depend
on your personal situation. Please consult your tax professional and your state or federal
agency for details and eligibility requirements. Harley-Davidson gives you the best possible
experience on the road. We use cookies to give you the best possible experience on our site. By
sticking around you are agreeing to our policy. I agree.

