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The Land Cruiser is Toyota's longest-running act in the U. The company sold oneâ€”literally
one unitâ€”in and has continued to sell the heavyweight sport-utility vehicle ever since. The
Cruiser is Toyota's heaviest American-market machine, its most profligate in the consumption
of natural resources, and, at about units a year, its slowest seller. To this point, the distinctions
paint the picture of a giant, solid workhorse of a truck, plodding but dependable, with just
enough supporters in customerland to keep the production line moving, if not exactly humming.
And that's just what the trusty old Land Crusher is. And look at how the company talks about
the thing: suddenly the press kit calls it an "upscale explorer," chief engineer Masaomi Yoshii
says it is "for those who want more than just luxury from their status symbols," and the
comparative data charts all have a column headed "Range Rover. And now, with the
introduction of the new-for Land Cruiser, Toyota has embraced them back. Carlike comfort and
noise-vibration-harshness control are part of the package in this class, and this is where Toyota
focused most of its efforts in developing the new vehicle. The tight, well-insulated body
structure encloses a beautifully appointed cabin, with class-leading roominess and an
instrument panel that looks lifted from a high-line Toyota sedan. The flexible seating features an
optional third bench that splits in the middle and folds up against the side windows in the
manner of the rear seat in Toyota's astoundingly clever new Previa van. This body flaunts its
new curvesâ€”gracefully smoothed lines that give an almost dare we say it? And it rides on a
new, long-travel, all-coil suspension that takes a page out of the Range Rover book for control
of live axles. In our brief on- and off-road jaunt, the '91 Land Cruiser felt commendably close to
the RR in all areas except perhaps ultimate smothering of little, rapid, ripply bumps. We like the
new, no-fuss, full-time four-wheel drive, with manual control of the interaxle differential lock.
Which leaves only the engine-the one item Toyota engineers did, in fact, leave. They call the hp,
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Toyota's longest running series of models and the second longest-running SUV in production
behind the Chevrolet Suburban. Production of the first generation of the Land Cruiser began in
[2] as Toyota's version of a Jeep -like vehicle. The Land Cruiser's reliability and longevity have
led to huge popularity, especially in Australia , where it is the best-selling body-on-frame ,
four-wheel drive vehicle. As of [update] , the Land Cruiser J is available in many markets. The
Land Cruiser is also hugely popular in Africa, where it is used by farmers, NGO's, UN and
humanitarian organizations, by national armies often the pickup version as well as by irregular
armed groups who turn them into ' technicals ' by mounting machine guns in the rear. The
Japanese military authorities ordered Toyota to produce a similar vehicle but to alter the
appearance. Later in , the Japanese government instructed Toyota to produce a light truck for
Japan's military. The half-ton truck features an upright front grille, flat front wheel arches that
angled down and back like the FJ40, headlights mounted above the wheel arches on either side
of the radiator, and a folding windshield. Unlike the U. Jeep, the AK10 had limited use and
photographs of it in the battlefield are rare. In June , responding to claims of trademark violation
by the Willys Company that produced the original Jeep, then Director of Technology Hanji
Umehara renamed the vehicle "Land Cruiser. However, a lot of lessons learned while
developing the AK10 were applied when developing the BJ. In , the Korean War created demand
for a military light utility vehicle. The war put a Jeep on Japan's doorstep. The United States
government ordered vehicles with the then-new Willys specifications and tasked Toyota to
manufacture them. This came from the demand for military-type utility vehicles, much like the
British Land Rover Series 1 that was developed in The Jeep BJ was larger than the original U.
Jeep and more powerful courtesy of its Type B 3. It had a part-time four-wheel drive system like
the Jeep. However, and unlike the Jeep, the Jeep BJ had no low-range transfer case. In July ,
Toyota's test driver Ichiro Taira drove the next generation of the Jeep BJ prototype up to the
sixth stage of Mount Fuji , the first vehicle to climb that height. Impressed by this feat, the NPA
quickly placed an order for of these offroad vehicles, making the Jeep BJ their official patrol
car. For the first two years, manufacture was exclusively to order and in small volumes. The
next year, the name "Land Cruiser" was coined by the technical director Hanji Umehara. I had to
come up with a name for our car that would not sound less dignified than those of our
competitors. That is why I decided to call it 'Land Cruiser'", he recalls. The models were
renamed:. Note: the new B diesel engine was different from the B petrol engine used in the
original BJ. Production of the Land Cruiser in Venezuela ended in The 70 series is also still

marketed in Australia as 4-door wagon, 2-door 'Troop Carrier', 2-door cab-chassis and 4-door
cab-chassis. The 70 series is also still being marketed in the Middle East as a 2-door and 4-door
version as an SUV, and a 2-door and 4-door version as a pickup, and it is very popular there
along with the regular Land Cruiser. The Land Cruiser 55 was produced from to Toyota refers to
the FJ55G and FJ55V as the first "real" station wagon in the Land Cruiser series, thus marking
the beginning of the station wagon bodystyle. It was the first Land Cruiser to have fully
enclosed box frame members. Of all the Land Cruiser wagons sold in the U. The Land Cruiser
60 series was produced from through , for most markets but the Cumana Plant in Venezuela
continued production until for their local market. It is a front engine, four-door wagon which can
seat five to eight [ citation needed ] people. Like all of the Land Cruiser generations, it is well
known in the off-road world for its off-road abilities. It had swing-out back doors, which were
replaced by a tailgate and hatch in The J80 was initially offered in two versions in these
countries: the fully loaded VX and an entry level model that included a vinyl interior with
optional air conditioning. In , the entry model was upgraded to a medium equipped model
named Autana, including cloth upholstery, standard air conditioning and power driver seat. The
name is a reference to the Tepui mesa Autana , a spectacular plateau and cave system along the
Guiana Shield craton. Land Cruiser sales reached 2 million vehicles. R means Right hand drive
version, excluding Japanese domestic market. In January , the series Land Cruiser was
introduced to replace the 8-year-old 80 series. Development began in under code name T, with
the final design being frozen in mid There are two distinct versions of the series, the and the
The two versions look very similar, but there are significant differences under the bodywork.
Despite these differences and official model names, both the and are collectively known as the
series. The carried over the majority of its chassis and powertrain from the series with coil
suspended solid axles front and rear, and straight-6 petrol and diesel engines. This system uses
the headlight projectors emitting near infrared light aimed like the car's highbeam headlights
and a CCD camera then captures that reflected radiation, this signal is then processed by a
computer which produces a black-and-white image which is projected on the lower section of
the windshield. The models were fitted with a slightly wider chassis, [37] independent front
suspension IFS and two new engines. The change to IFS was a first for a Land Cruiser, and was
made in combination with rack-and-pinion steering to improve on-road handling. However it
also limited the vehicle's off-road capability and durability, hence the decision to offer the solid
axle models alongside the IFS models in some markets was made. The table below identifies the
range of and models and their worldwide availability. Despite the and bodies being very similar,
there are some exterior visual indications between both models. The most obvious is the front
end of the vehicle often appearing lower than the rear on the models, due to the IFS. The other
indicator is the design of the wheels. The models have almost flat wheel designs, while the
models have dished wheels. This difference allows both versions to retain similar wheel tracks,
despite the having a relatively wider axle track to allow for the IFS system. The introduction of a
V8 engine was also a first for a Land Cruiser, and was specifically intended to improve sales in
the North-American market, where it was the only engine available. Australian 4WD Monthly
magazine stated "We will never forgive Toyota for going independent at the front with the
mighty 4. In , Toyota celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Land Cruiser with commemorative
models offered in several countries. Total global production to date was 3. The series remained
in production until late , with several minor facelifts such as headlights, taillights, front grille,
rear spoiler and specification changes introduced over the years. The series is generally
considered a durable and reliable vehicle, however there have been three known issues
identified, generally for vehicles operating in harsh conditions:. In , a 5-year development plan
on a successor to the series platform commenced under Sadayoshi Koyari and Tetsuya Tada.
By , 10 years after the design selection of its predecessor in , a final production design was
settled on for the J Prototype related tests were conducted for over 2 years between and early
The redesigned Toyota Land Cruiser was introduced in late Known as the Series, it shares the
Lexus LX 's platform and overall design. The frame was new, derived from the
second-generation Tundra [ citation needed ] but shortened and strengthened by 20 percent.
Bigger brake rotors and calipers were added and the front suspension was strengthened. The
underbelly is also protected by skid plates. The roof pillars were redesigned to better protect
occupants in a rollover. The Series encountered some criticism due to its bland body restyling,
with some [ who? The vehicle entered production in September and was available for sale from
September or November, depending on country. It became available in Venezuela for sale in
early November of the same year under the local nickname of "Roraima" taken from Mount
Roraima. The Series, offered numerous features and upgrades over its predecessor not limited
to the cosmetic changes made to the body and interior, including:. Various driver assist
technologies not offered on previous models are included as standard, including:. In Japan, the

Land Cruiser had an update in when it received the 4. In the Middle East, the Land Cruiser series
was introduced in late as a model, for to there was three engine choices:. In North America, the
Land Cruiser series is offered with one trim level and engine, the 5. Beige or black leather
upholstery is standard along with a 14 speaker JBL sound system. For the model year, Toyota
added all previously optional safety and luxury options as standard. The Land Cruiser now gets
pushbutton start, HID headlights with beam level adjustment, a power moonroof, automatic rain
sensing windshield wipers, heated and ventilated perforated leather front and only heated rear
seats, a rear-seat DVD entertainment system, bluetooth, rearview camera with parking sensors,
navigation system, HD radio and Entune. In August , Toyota launched an updated, face-lifted
version of the J Land Cruiser in Japan, which was later sold globally. This version first
appeared in the United States in for the model year. The new version has several mechanical
changes, including a new 8-speed electronically controlled automatic transmission ECT-i mated
to the original 5. Updates to the front fascia, grill, headlamps with daylight running lamps , rear
tail lamps and bumpers were the main exterior highlights of the facelift. Interior changes
included a new multimedia system and interface with larger screens front and back, as well as
refreshed interior styling. The 4. Trim levels were the 4. Toyota will only build vehicles and they
will only be available as a 5-seater sold in the United States. Sales are expected to begin in the
third quarter of for the model year. In August , Toyota Land Cruiser cumulative global sales
surpassed 10 million units. Owing to its durability and reliability, the Land Cruiser, along with
the smaller Toyota Hilux , has become popular among militant groups in war-torn regions. From
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Wikimedia Commons. Front-engine, rear-wheel-drive. Front engine , four-wheel drive. Kitano
Kizo [28] [29] [30]. Toyota Land Cruiser J Pre-facelift. Wikimedia Commons has media related to
Toyota Land Cruiser. Subcompact crossover. RAV4 XA C-HR AX Compact crossover. Mid-size
crossover. Venza AV Venza XU Highlander XU Compact SUV. FJ Cruiser XJ Mid-size SUV.
Full-size SUV. Land Cruiser J Sequoia XK Previa XR Sienna XL Tacoma N Tundra XK Cami J
Rush J Raize A Urban Cruiser. Yaris Cross XP Rush F Rush Fâ€” Voltz E Corolla Cross XG
Blizzard LD Harrier XU Hilux Sport Rider. Land Cruiser Light J Land Cruiser Prado J Sequoia
XK30â€” Mega Cruiser BXD Kei pickup truck. Pixis Truck Sâ€” Pickup truck. Stout RK Kijang F

Kijang pickup F Hilux Nâ€” Hilux AN10â€” Hilux ANâ€” Tacoma Nâ€” Land Cruiser pickup J
Non-Toyota platform.

