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Quick Links Download this manual. Automobile Buick Century Owner's Manual pages. Page 7
This section tells you when to perform vehicle maintenance and what fluids and lubricants to
use. This manual includes the latest information at the time it was printed. We reserve the right
to make changes in the product after that time without further notice. If you do this, it will help
you learn about the features and controls for your vehicle. In the notice area, we tell you about
something that can damage your vehicle. Many times, this damage would not be covered by
your warranty, and it could be costly. Page 11 Vehicle Symbols These are some of the symbols
you may find on your vehicle. You can also learn about some things you should not do with air
bags and safety belts. Page 14 Seats and Seat Controls This section tells you about the seats
and also about reclining seatbacks and adjust them head restraints. Front Control: Raise the
front of the seat by pushing the left side of the switch. Push the right side switch to lower the
front of the seat. Center Control: Move the seat forward or backward by pushing the control on
the front or back. Sitting in a recmea position when your vehicle is in motion can be dangerous.
It also tells you some things you should not do with safety belts. In most states and Canadian
provinces, the law says to wear safety belts. Page 19 Put someone on it. Get it up to speed.
Then stop the vehicle. Page 20 person keeps going until stopped by something. In a real
vehicle, it could be the windshield Page 21 or the safety belts! With safety belts, you slow down
as You get more time to stop. You stop over more distance, system ever offered for sale has
required the use and your strongest bones take the forces. Page 23 3. Pick up the latch plate
and pull the belt across you. Page 24 Shoulder Belt Height Adjuster Before you begin to drive,
move the shoulder belt adjuster to the height that is right for you. The shoulder belt is too loose.
In a crash, you would move forward too much, which could increase injury. The shoulder belt
should fit against your body. Page 26 What's wrong with this? The belt is buckled in the wrong
place. In a crash, the belt would go up over your abdomen. The belt forces would be there, not
at the pelvic bones. The shoulder belt is worn under the be worn over the shoulder at all times.
You can be seriously injured if you wear the shoulder belt under your arm. In a crash, your body
would move too far forward, which would increase the chance of head and neck injury. Page 28
What's wrong with this? The belt is twisted across the body. If a belt make it straight so it can
work properly, or ask your dealer to fix it. Page 29 To unlatch the belt, just push the button on
the buckle. The belt should go back out the way. Before you close the door, be sure the belt is
out of the way. If you slam the door on it, you can damage both the belt. Page 30 The best way
to protect the fetus is to protect the mother. For pregnant women, as for anyone, the key to
making safety belts effective is wearing them properly. The system checks the air bag electrical
system for malfunctions. The light tells you if there is an electrical problem. Page 33 The right
front passenger's bag is in the instrument panel on the passenger's side.. Page 34 When should
an air bag inflate? An air bag is designed to inflate in a moderate to severe frontal or
near-frontal crash. Page 35 What will you see after an air bag inflates? After an air bag inflates,
it quickly deflates, so quickly that some people not even realize the air bag inflated. Page 37
Center Passenger Position Lap Belt If your vehicle has front and rear bench seats, someone can
sit in the center positions. When you sit in a center seating position, safety belt, which has no
retractor. To make the belt longer, tilt the' latch plate and pull it along the belt. Page 38 To make
the belt shorter, pull its free end as shown until, the belt is snug. Buckle,, position and release it
the same way as the lap part of a lap-shoulder belt. Ifthe belt. Make sure the release button on
the buckle is positioned so you would be able to unbuckle the safety belt quickly if you ever had
to. Page 39 Lap-Shoulder Belt The positions next to the w. Push the latch plate into the buckle
until it clicks. If the belt stops before it reaches the buckle, tilt the latch plate and keep pulling
until you can buckle Pull up on the latch plate to make sure it is secure. Page 40 3. To make the
lap part tight, pull down on the buckle The lap part of the belt should be worn low and snug on
the hips, just touching the thighs. In a crash, this applies force end of the belt as you pull up on
the shoulder part. Page 41 You can be seriously hurt if your shoulder belt is too loose. To
unlatch the belt, just push the button on the buckle. Page 42 1. Pull the elastic cord out fkom
between the 'edge of 2. Slide the guide under and past the belt. The elastic the seatback and the
interior body to remove the cord must be under the belt. Then, place the guide guide from its
storage clip. Page 43 3. Be sure that the belt is not twisted and it lies flat. The elastic cord must
be under on top. Page Children Everyone in a vehicle needs protection! That includes infants
and. Neither the distance traveled nor the age changes the need, for everyone, to use safety
restrsiints. In, fact, the law in every state in the United States and,in every Chadian province
says children up to some age must be restrained while in a vehicle. Page 45 Smaller children
and babies should always be restrained in child or infant restraint. The instructions for the
restraint will say whether it is the right type and size for your child. Page 46 Never hold a baby
in your-arms while riding in vehicle. UO kg force on your arms. Page 47 Child Restraints Every t
h e infants and young children ride in vehicles, they should have protection provided

appropriate restraints. What are the different types of add-on child restraints? Add-on child
restraints are available in four basic types. Page 48 A rear-facing infant restraint B positions an
infant to face the rear of the vehicle. Rear-facing infant restraints are designed for infants of up
to about 20 lbs. This type of restraint faces the rear so that the infant's head, neck and body can
have the support they need in a crash. Page 49 A forward-facing child restraint C-E positions a
child upright to face forward in the vehicle. These forward-facing restraints are designed to help
protect children who are from 20 to 40 lbs. Page 50 A booster seat F, G is designed for children
who are about 40 to 60 lbs. Booster seats with shields use lap-only belts; Page 51 When
choosing a child restraint, be sure the child restraint is designed to be used in a vehicle. Then
follow the instructions for the restraint. You may find these instructions on the restraint itself or
in a booklet, or both. Page 52 If your child restraint has a top strap, it should be anchored. If you
need to have an anchor installed, you can ask your Buick dealer to put it in for you. If you want
to install an anchor yourself, your dealer can tell you how to do it. Page 53 your child restraint
has a top strap, your dealer can obtain a kit with anchor hardware instructions specifically
designed for this vehicle. The dealer can then install the anchor for this work will be done for
you free of charge. Page 54 4. Buckle the belt. Make sure the release button is positioned so you
would be able to unbuckle the safety belt quickly if you ever had to. To tighten the belt, pull up
on the shoulder belt while you push down on the child restraint. If you're using a forward-facing
child restraint, you may find it helpful to use your knee to push down on the child restraint as
you tighten the belt. The safety belt will move freely again and be ready to work for an adult or
larger child passenger. Page 56 1. Make the belt as long as possible by tilting the latch plate and
pulling it along the belt. Put the restraint on the seat. The child restraint instructions will how.
Page 57 6. Push and pull the child restraint in different directions to be sure it is secure. It will
be ready to work for an adult or larger child passenger. Page 58 3. If the shoulder belt goes in
front of the child's face or neck, put it behind the child restraint. Page 59 6. To tighten the belt,
feed the lap belt back into the retractor while you push down,on the child restraint. You may
find it helpful to use your knee to push down on the child restraint as you tighten the belt. Page
60 Accident statistics show that children are safer if they are restrained in the rear seat. But
they need to use the safety belts properly. Page 61 Never do this. Here a child is sitting in a seat
that has a lap-shoulder belt, but the shoulder part is behind the child. If the child wears the belt
in this way, in a crash the child might slide under the belt. When you go in to order it, take the
heaviest coat you will wear, so the extender will be long enough for you. Page 65 Section 2
Features and Controls Here you can learn about the many standard and optional features on
your vehicle, and information on starting, shifting and braking. Also explained are the
instrument panel and the warning systems that tell is working properly and what Keys Door
Locks Page 66 Keys Leaving young children in a vehicle with the ignition key is dangerous for
many reasons. A child or others could be badly injured or even killed. They could operate power
windows or other controls or even make the vehicle move. Page 67 The ignition keys are for the
When a new vehicle is delivered, the dealer removes ignition only. The door keys are ror the
doors and all other locks. However, the ignition key may not have a plug. Page 68 Door Locks
Unlocked doors can be dangerous. Passengers especially children open the doors and fall out.
Outsiders can easily enter through an unlocked door when you slow down or stop your vehicle.
Page 70 Use the following procedure to change modes: Close all the doors and turn the ignition
on. Keep all doors closed throughout this procedure. Press the LOCK button on the remote
keyless entry transmitter. Page 71 2. The lock delay is still off and all doors will remain locked.
Lock delay is now active and all doors will unlock. Release the power door lock switch. To turn
this feature off, repeat the previous procedure. Page 72 The rear doors of your vehicle cannot
be opened from the inside when this feature is in use. If you want to open rear door when the
security lock is on: 1. Unlock the door. Then open the door from the outside. Operation is
subject to the following two conditions: 1 this device may not cause harmful interference, and 2
this device must accept any interference received, including interference that may cause
undesired operation. Page 74 Instant Alarm When the button with the horn symbol on the
remote keyless entry transmitter is pressed, the horn will sound and the headlamps and
taillamps will flash for up to one minute. This can be turned off by pressing the instant alarm
button again or by turning the ignition on. Page 75 Security Feedback This feature provides
feedback to the driver when the vehicle receives a command from the remote keyless entry
transmitter. One of the following modes may be selected for each transmitter: Mode Security
Feedback No feedback when locking or unlocking vehicle. Page 76 Matching Transmitter s To
Your Vehicle Each remote keyless entry transmitter is coded to prevent another transmitter
from unlocking your vehicle. If a transmitter is lost or stolen, a replacement can be purchased
through your dealer. Remember to bring any remaining transmitters with you when you go to
your dealer. Page 77 To replace the battery: Insert a coin into the notch near the key ring. Turn

the coin to the left counterclockwise to separate the two halves of the transmitter. Once the
transmitter is separated, use a pencil eraser to remove the old battery. Do not use a metal
object. Remove and replace the battery. This feature allows you to secure items the trunk when
you must leave the ignition key with an attendant. Page 79 Theft Vehicle theft is big business,
especially in some cities. Although your vehicle has a number of theft-deterrent features, we
know that nothing we put on it can make it impossible to steal. However, there are ways you can
help. This light reminds you to activate the theft-deterrent system when leaving your vehicle.
Always unlock a door with a key, or use the remote keyless entry system transmitter. In Canada,
call Avoid making hard stops for the first miles km or so. This position locks your ignition,
steering wheel and transaxle. OFF C : This position lets you turn off the engine but still turn the
steering wheel. If you do, you could damage the transaxle. Page 86 3. Try pushing your
accelerator pedal all the way to the floor and holding it there as you hold the key in START for
about three seconds. Turn off the engine. Open the hood and unwrap the electrical cord. Plug it
into a normal, grounded volt AC outlet. Plugging the cord into an ungrounded outlet could
cause an electrical shock. Also, the wrong kind of extension cord could overheat and cause a
fire. Page 88 Automatic Transaxle Operation Your automatic transaxle has a shift lever located
on the steering column. You can use it on very steep hills, or in deep snow or mud. Page 92 If
you try to drive approximately 40 feet You may have to replace them, and you could also
damage other parts of your vehicle. Page 93 2. Move the lever up as far as it will go. Turn the
ignition key to LOCK. Remove the key and take it with you. Your vehicle could move suddenly if
the shift lever is not fully in PARK with the parking brake firmly set. And, if you leave the vehicle
with the engine running, it could overheat and even catch fire. If you cannot shift out of PARK P
, ease pressure on the shift lever push the shift lever all the way into Page 96 Engine Exhaust
Engine exhaust can kill. It can cause unconsciousness and death. You might have exhaust
coming in if: Your exhaust system sounds strange or different. Your vehicle gets rusty
underneath. Your vehicle damaged in a collision. Page 97 It can be dangerous to get out of your
vehicle if the shift lever is not fully in PARK P with the parking brake firmly set. Your vehicle can
roll. Pull the switch back all the way, release it and the window will lower automatically. To stop
the window from lowering, pull the switch again. To partially open the window, pull the switch
back and quickly release it. Page lbrn Signal On Chime If your turn signal is left on for more
than of a mile 1. To turn off the chime, move the turn signal lever to the off position. Page For
steady wiping at low speed, turn the band away from you to the LO position. For high-speed
wiping, turn the band further, to To stop the wipers, move the band to OFF. The wiper speed
may be set for a long or short delay between wipes. Cruise control can be dangerous on
slippery roads. On such roads, fast changes in tire traction can cause needless wheel spinning,
and you could lose control. Page Resuming a Set Speed Suppose you set your cruise control
and then you apply the brake. Page Using Cruise Control on Hills How well your cruise control
will work on hills depends upon your speed, load and the steepness of the hills. When going up
steep hills, you may have to step on the accelerator pedal to maintain your speed. When going
downhill, you may have to brake or shift to a lower gear to keep your speed down. The chime
will turn off when the lamps are turned off. Page Twilight Sentinel Twilight sentinel turns your
lamps on and off by sensing how dark it is outside. To operate it, leave the lamp switch off. If
you move the control all the way headlamps will remain on for three minutes after you turn off
your engine. Page Courtesy Lamps When any door is opened, several lamps go on. They make
it easy for you to enter and leave the vehicle. Delayed Entry Lighting When you open the door,
the interior lamps will turn on. Page 3. Press the instant alarm on the remote keyless entry
transmitter. Perimeter lighting remains on at this time and the horn will chirp two times. Press
the instant alarm on the remote keyless entry transmitter again. Perimeter lighting is disabled
and the horn will clmp one time. Slide the switch to turn the lamp on or off. Battery Rundown
Protection This feature automatically turns off the interior lamps, if any are left on for more than
10 minutes when the ignition is off or a door is left open. Page Mirrors Daymight Manual
Rearview Mirror With Integral Reading Lamps When you are sitting in a comfortable driving
position, adjust the mirror so you can see clearly behind your vehicle. The day-night adjustment
allows you to adjust the mirror to avoid glare from the headlamps behind you. Page At night,
when the glare is too high, the mirror will gradually darken to reduce glare this change may take
a few seconds. The mirror will return to its clear daytime state when the glare is reduced. Page
Mirror Operation The right side of the switch located at the bottom mirror turns the
electrochromic mirror on and off. Page Compass Variance The mirror is set in zone eight upon
leaving the factory. It will be necessary to adjust the compass to compensate for compass
variance if you live outside zone eight. Under certain circumstances, as during a long distance
cross-country trip, it will be necessary to adjust for compass variance. The mirror can be
calibrated in one of two ways: Drive the vehicle in circles at five mph 8 less until the display

reads a direction, or Drive the vehicle on your everyday routine. This feature is controlled by the
on and off settings on the automatic electrochromic dayhight rearview mirror. To open press
the lever upward at the front edge of the armrest. The cupholder is designed to break away
should it receive excessive pressure. Page Ashtrays and Cigarette Lighter The front center and
rear ashtrays may be removed for cleaning. Hold the sides of the ashtray and then pull the
ashtray up and out. Hot cigarettes or other smoking materials could ignite them, causing a
damaging fire. Page Instrument Panel Page 1. Air Outlet 2. Instrument Panel Intensity Control 3.
Twilight Sentinel 4. Instrument ClustedGages 7. Hazard Warning Flasher Switch 8. Audio
System 9. Glove Climate Control Syste'En Ashtray and Cigarette Lighter Page Instrument Panel
Clusters Your instrument panel cluster is designed to let you know at a glance how your vehicle
is running. Your vehicle is equipped with one of these instrument panel clusters, which includes
indicator warning lights and gages that are explained on the following pages. Your odometer
shows how far your vehicle has been driven, in either miles used in the United States or
kilometers used in Canada. Page Warning Lights, Gages and Indicators This part describes the
warning lights and gages that may be on your vehicle. The pictures will help locate them.
Warning lights and gages can signal that something is wrong before it becomes serious enough
to cause an expensive repair or replacement. The system check includes the air bag sensors,
the air bag modules, the wiring and the crash sensing and diagnostic module. Page Voltage
Gage If Equipped If your vehicle is equipped with the gage cluster, this " a , gage shows voltage
in the 0 ' ' electrical system. The normal range is 11 to 15 volts. If the gage reading stays in
either red range, or the battery warning light turns on, have your dealer check the electrical
system. Page If the light and chime come on while you are driving, pull off the road and stop
carefully. You may notice that the pedal is harder to push. It take longer to stop. If the light is
still on, have the vehicle towed for service. Page Engine Coolant Temperature Gage If Equipped
If your vehicle is equipped with the gage cluster, you have a gage that shows the engine coolant
temperature. If the gage pointer moves into the red area, your engine is too hot! That reading
means the same thing as the warning light. It means that your engine coolant has overheated.
Page NOTICE: If you keep driving your vehicle with this light on, after a while, your emission
controls may not work as well, your fuel economy may not be as good and your engine may not
run as smoothly. This could lead to costly repairs that may not be covered by your warranty.
The diagnostic system can determine cap has been left off or improperly installed. Page If your
vehicle has the optional gage cluster, you can read your oil pressure directly from the gage on
your instrument panel. A small light to the left of the gage will come on if there is a problem with
the engine oil pressure. Page After changing the engine oil, the system should be reset. Page
Here are some things that some owners ask about. It takes a little more or less fuel to fill up
than the gage indicated. Page Comfort Controls This section describes how to operate your
climate control system. Your climate control system uses ozone-friendly R- a refrigerant. With
these systems, you can control the heating, cooling and ventilation in your vehicle. Your vehicle
also has a flow-through ventilation system described later in this section. The air conditioning
compressor is not working when VENT is selected. HTR: This button directs air out of the heater
outlets. Most of the air will come from the floor outlets while some air will flow through the
windshield and side window outlets. Page If the display is flashing after the climate control
system is started, there is a problem with the system and you should see your dealer for
service. Sun and temperature sensors automatically adjust the air temperature, the airflow
direction and the fan speed to maintain your comfort setting. Page Automatic Operation Press
the AUTO button when you want the system to automatically adjust to changes in the
temperature inside the vehicle, the outside temperature and the sun load on the vehicle. When
the system is set for automatic operation, air will come from the floor, middle or windshield
outlets depending on the temperature inside the vehicle, the outside temperature and sun load.
Page The ventilation system always allows fresh air to flow through your vehicle when the
vehicle is moving even with the system in the OFF mode. Page On sunny days, when the air is
moderately warm or cool, use BI-LEV to deliver warm air to the floor and cooler air to the middle
instrument panel outlets. On days like these, the sun may adequately warm your upper body,
but your lower body may not be warm enough. Page Ventilation System For mild outside
temperatures when little heating or VENT cooling is needed, use on the electronic touch system
or manual operation on the Dual Automatic Comfortemp system to direct outside air through
your vehicle. Air will flow through the middle instrument panel outlets. Page Ventilation Tips
Keep the hood and front air inlet free any other obstruction such as leaves. The heater and
defroster will work better, reducing the chance of fogging your windows. Keep the air path
under the front seats clear of objects. Page Rear Window Defogger The lines you see on the
rear window warm the glass. Press this button to start warming your window. After 10 minutes it
will turn off by itself, or pressing the button during the heating cycle will turn it off. If you need

additional warming time, push the button again. Page Passenger Control If Equipped If you have
the Dual Automatic Comfortemp system, the front seat passenger can control the air
temperature in their seating area. The temperature can be set up to 5 warmer than the primary
setting. Press and hold MIN until the correct minute appears. Use SCAN to listen to stations for
a few seconds. The radio a station, stop for a few seconds, then go on to the next station. To
increase volume and turn the radio on, turn the knob to the right. Turn decrease volume. Just: 1.
Turn the radio on. Press AM-FM to select the band. Tune in the desired station. Page Playing a
Cassette Tape The longer side with the tape visible should face to the right. If you hear nothing
or hear a garbled sound, the tape may not be in squarely. To change what is normally shown on
the display station or time , press this button until you see the display you want, then hold the
button until the display flashes. Page Your tape bias is set automatically. Remove the tape. Hold
the tape with the open end down and try to turn the right hub to the left with a pencil. To change
what is normally shown on the display station or time , press the button until you see the
display you want, then hold the button until the display flashes. Turn the knob to increase or
decrease bass. TREB: Press this knob lightly so it extends. Turn the knob to increase or
decrease treble. If a station is weak or noisy, you may want to decrease the treble. Page PREV 1
: Press this button to go to the start of the current track if more than eight seconds have played.
If you hold the button or press it more than once, the player will continue moving back through
the disc. The sound will mute while seeking. To increase volume, turn the knob to the right.
Turn it to the left to decrease volume. Turn the knob to move the sound to the left or right
speakers. The middle position balances the sound between the speakers. FADE: Press this
knob lightly so it extends. Turn the knob to move the sound to the front or rear speakers. Press
it again to return to playing speed. The radio will play while the tape reverses. When things get
back to normal, the disc should play. If the disc comes out, it could be that: E The disc is upside
down. Page you turn off the ignition or radio with a disc in the player, it will stay in the player.
When you turn ignition or system, the disc will start playing where it stopped, if it was the
last-selected audio source. Also, as a protection feature, if a CD is ejected and left in the player,
it will be pulled back in the player with the ignition on or off. Page 8. Press AM-FM after you
have confirmed that the code matches the secret code you have written down. The display will
show REP to let you know that you need to repeat Steps 5 through 7 to confirm your secret
code. Turn the radio off. Press the 1 and 4 buttons together. Hold them down until SEC shows
on the display. Press MIN and will appear on the display. Page stop scanning. If a preset station
has weak reception, the radio will not stop at the preset station. SRCE: If you have radio-only
controls, you will have this control. Page help avoid hearing loss or damage: Adjust the volume
control to the lowest setting. Increase volume slowly until you hear cornfortably and clearly.
Page When using a scrubbing action, non-abrasive cleaning cassette, it is normal for the
cassette to eject because your unit is equipped with a cut tape detection feature and a cleaning
cassette may appear as a broken tape. If the cleaning cassette ejects, insert the cassette at least
three times to ensure thorough cleaning. Be sure that the inside surface of the rear window is
not scratched and that the lines on the glass are not damaged. Page The best advice anyone
can give about driving is: Drive defensively. Please start with a very important safety device in
your Buick: Buckle up. Page Drunken Driving Death and injury associated with drinking and
driving a national tragedy. Alcohol affects four things that anyone needs to drive a vehicle:
Judgment Muscular Coordination Vision A person who consumes food just before or during
drillking will have a somewhat lower BAC level. Page The body takes about an hour to rid itself
of the alcohol in one drink. No amount of coffee or number showers will speed that up. A person
with even a moderate BAC might not be able to react quickly enough to avoid the collision.
Page Control of a Vehicle You have three systems that make your vehicle you want it to go.
They are the brakes, the steering and the accelerator. All three systems have to do their work at
the places where the tires meet the road. Page Avoid needless heavy braking. Some people
drive in spurts heavy acceleration followed by heavy braking -- rather than keeping pace with
traffic. This is a mistake. Your brakes may not have time to cool between hard stops. Your
brakes will wear out much faster if you do a lot of heavy braking. Suddenly an animal jumps out
in front of you. You slam on the brakes. If one of the wheels is about to stop rolling, the
computer will separately work the brakes at each front wheel and at both rear wheels. Page
Experienced driver or beginner, each of us is subject to the same laws of physics when driving
on curves. The traction of the tires against the road surface makes it possible for the vehicle to
change its path when the front wheels. Page An emergency like this requires close attention
and a quick decision. If you are holding the steering wheel at the recommended 9 and 3 o'clock
positions, you can turn it a full degrees very quickly without removing either hand. But you have
to act fast, steer quickly, and just as quickly straighten the wheel once you have avoided the
object. Page Passing The driver of a vehicle about to pass another on a two-lane highway waits

for just the right moment, accelerates, moves around the vehicle ahead, then goes back into the
right lane again. A simple maneuver? Not necessarily! Passing another vehicle on a two-lane
highway is a potentially dangerous move, since the passing vehicle occupies the same lane as
oncoming traffic for several seconds. Page Check your mirrors, glance over your shoulder, and
start your left lane change signal before moving out of the right lane to pass. When you are far
enough ahead of the passed vehicle to see its front in your inside mirror, activate your right
lane change signal and move back into the right lane. Page If your vehicle starts to slide, ease
your foot off the accelerator pedal and quickly steer the way you want the vehicle to go. If you
start steering quickly enough, your vehicle may straighten out. Always be ready for a second
skid if it occurs. Page Rere are some tips on night driving. Drive defensively. Adjust your inside
rearview mirror to reduce the glare from headlamps behind you. The water may affect your
brakes. Try to avoid puddles. Page Hydroplaning Hydroplaning is dangerous. So much water
can build up under your tires that they can actually ride on the water. When your vehicle it has
little or no contact with the road. Page One of the biggest problems with city streets is the
amount of traffic on them. Page Freeway Driving Mile for mile, freeways also called thruways,
parkways, expressways, turnpikes or superhighways are the safest of all roads. But they have
their own special rules. The most important advice on freeway driving is: Keep up with traffic
and keep to the right. Drive at the same speed most of the other drivers are driving. Page If it
needs service, have it done before starting out. Or is it just plain falling asleep at the wheel?
Call it highway hypnosis, lack of awareness, or whatever. There is something about an easy
stretch of road with the same scenery, along with the hum of the tires on the road, the drone of
the engine, and the rush of the wind against the vehicle that can make you sleepy. Keep your
vehicle in good shape. Check all fluid levels and also the brakes, tires, cooling system and
transaxle. Page Winter Driving Here are some tips for winter driving: Have your vehicle in good
shape for winter. You may want to put winter emergency supplies in your trunk. Include an ice
scraper, a small brush or broom, a supply of windshield washer fluid, a rag, some winter outer
clothing, a small shovel, a flashlight, a red cloth and a couple of reflective warning triangles.
Allow greater following distance on any slippery road. Put on extra clothing or wrap a blanket
around you. If you have no blankets or extra clothing, make body insulators from newspapers,
burlap bags, rags, floor mats anything you can wrap around yourself or tuck under your
clothing to keep warm. Page Run your engine only as long as you must. This saves fuel. When
you run the engine, make it go a little faster than just idle. That is, push the accelerator slightly.
This uses less fuel for the heat that you get and it keeps the battery charged. Put things in the
trunk of your vehicle. In a trunk, put them as far forward as you can. Try to spread the weight
evenly. Page Your vehicle can tow a trailer if it is equipped with the proper trailer towing
equipment. But trailering is different than just driving your vehicle by itself. Page And, it can
also depend on any special equipment that you have on your vehicle. You can ask your dealer
for our trailering information or advice, or you can write us at: Buick Motor Division, Customer
Relations Center E. Hamilton Avenue Flint, MI If you have a weight-distributing hitch, the trailer
tongue A should weigh 12 percent of the total loaded trailer weight B. Page Safety Chains You
should always attach chains between your vehicle and your trailer. Cross the safety chains
under the tongue of the trailer so that the tongue will not drop to the road if it becomes
separated from the hitch. Instructions about safety chains may be provided by the hitch
manufacturer or by the trailer manufacturer. Page When you tow a trailer, your vehicle may need
a different turn signal. Check with your Buick dealer. The green arrows on your instrument
panel will flash whenever you signal a turn or lane change. Page Driving On Grades Reduce
speed and shift to a lower gear before you start down a long or steep downgrade. Parking on
Hills You really should not park your vehicle, with a trailer attached, on a hill. See the
Maintenance Schedule for more on this. Each of these is covered in this manual, and the Index
will help you find them quickly. Page Hazard Warning Flashers Your hazard warning flashers let
you warn others. They also let police know you have a problem. Your front and When the hazard
warning flashers are on, your signals won't work. Page Other Warning Devices you carry
reflective triangles, you can set one up at feet the side of the road about your vehicle. Jump
Starting If your battery has run down, you may want to use another vehicle and some jumper
cables to start your vehicle. Page 2. Page Using a match near battery can cause battery gas to
explode. People have been hurt doing this, and some have been blinded. Use a flashlight if you
need more light. Be sure the battery has enough water. Page 7. Connect the red positive cable
to the positive terminal of the vehicle with the dead battery. Use a remote positive terminal if the
vehicle has one. Connect it to the positive terminal of the good battery. Page Attach the cable at
least 18 inches 45 cm away from the dead battery, but not near engine move. The electrical
connection is there, but the chance of sparks getting back to the battery is much less. Now start
the vehicle with the good battery and run the engine for a while. Page Towing Your Vehicle Try

to have a dealer or a professional towing service tow your vehicle. If your vehicle has been
changed or modified since it was factory-new by adding aftermarket items like fog lamps, aero
skirting, or special tires and wheels, these instructions and illustrations may not be correct.
Page To help avoid injury to you or others: Never let passengers ride in a vehicle that is being
towed. Never tow faster than safe or posted speeds. Never tow with damaged parts not fully
secured. Never get under your vehicle after it has been lifted by the tow truck. Page Front
Towing Attach T-hook chains on both sides in the slotted holes in the bottom of the cradle,
behind the front wheels. Position the lower sling crossbar directly under the front bumper. Page
Attach a separate safety chain around the outboard end of each control arm. Sometimes the
engine can get a little too hot when you: Climb a long hill on a hot day. Stop after high-speed
driving. Coolant Recovery Tank B. Radiator Pressure Cap C. Electric Engine Fans An electric
engine cooling fan under the hood can start up even when the engine is not running and can
injure you. Coolant contains ethylene glycol and it will burn if the engine parts are hot enough.
Page Steam and scalding liquids from a hot cooling system can blow out and burn you badly.
They are under pressure, and if you turn the radiator pressure cap even a little they can come
out at high speed. Never turn the cap when the cooling system, including the radiator pressure
cap, is hot. Page How to Add Coolant to the Radiator 1. You can remove the radiator pressure
cap when the cooling system, including the radiator pressure cap and upper radiator hose, is no
longer hot. Turn the pressure cap slowly counterclockwise until it first stops. Page Start the
engine and let it run until you can feel the upper radiator hose getting hot. Watch out for the
engine cooling fans. By this time, the coolant level inside the radiator filler neck may be lower. If
the level is lower, add more of the proper DEX-COOL coolant mixture through the filler neck
until the level reaches the base of the filler neck. Page The following steps will tell you how to
use the jack and change a tire. Pull the carpeting from the floor of the trunk. Page Turn the
center retainer bolt on the spare tire cover to the left counterclockwise to remove it. Lift and
remove the cover. Remove the spare tire from the trunk. The box that stores the jack and
wrench is on the passenger side trunk wall. Page r " The tools you'll be using include the jack A
and wheel wrench B. Page If your vehicle has a wheel cover, remove it by using the flat end of
the wheel wrench. Pry along the edge of the wheel cover until it comes off. Be careful, the rim
edges may be sharp. Page If your vehicle has wire wheel covers, remove them as follows: 1.
Use the wire wheel key wrench to remove the wheel cover. Using the flat end of the key wrench
handle, between the wire wheel cover and the center cap, pry off the center cap. Turn the wheel
wrench to the right clockwise by hand to raise the jack head until it fits under the vehicle. Put
the jack into a notch in the frame which is located near each wheel well. The front notch is 10
inches 25 cm back from the front wheel well. The rear notch is 8 inches 25 cm forward from the
rear wheel well. Page 5. Raise the vehicle by rotating the wheel wrench to the right clockwise in
the jack. Remove all the wheel nuts and take off the flat tire. Page Never use oil or grease on
studs or nuts. If you do, the nuts might come loose. Your wheel could fall off, causing a serious
accident. Place the compact spare tire on the wheel-mounting surface. Replace the wheel nuts
with the rounded the wheel. Tighten the wheel nuts firmly in a crlsscross sequence. Incorrect
wheel nuts or improperly tightened wheel nuts can cause the wheel to become loose and even
come off. This could lead to an accident. Be sure to use the correct wheel nuts. If you have to
replace them, be sure to get new GM original equipment wheel nuts. Page Storing the Flat Tire
and Tools Storing a jack, tire or other equipment in the passenger compartment of the vehicle
could cause injury. In a sudden stop or collision, loose equipment could strike someone. Page
Storing the Spare Tire and Tools Storing a jack, a tire or other equipment in the passenger
compartment of the vehicle could cause injury. Store all these in the proper place. The compact
spare is for temporary use only. Page Compact Spare Tire Although the compact spare tire was
fully inflated when your vehicle was new, it can lose air after a time. Check the inflation pressure
regularly. It should be 60 psi kPa. After installing the compact spare on your vehicle, you should
stop as soon as possible and make sure your spare tire is correctly inflated. Page Section 6
Service and Appearance Care Here you will find information about the care of your vehicle. This
section begins with service and fuel information, and then it shows how to check important fluid
and lubricant levels. There vehicle, and a part devoted to its appearance care. Service Fuel
Fuels in Foreign Countries It tells you much more about how to service your vehicle than this
manual can. Be sure you have sufficient knowledge, experience, the proper replacement parts
and tools before you attempt ariy vehicle maintenance task. Page If this occurs, return to your
authorized Buick dealer for diagnosis to determine the cause of failure. In the event it is
determined that the cause of the condition is the type of fuels used, repairs may not be covered
by your warranty. Page Fuels in Foreign Countries If you plan on driving in another country
outside the United States or Canada, the proper fuel may be hard to find. Never use leaded
gasoline or any other fuel not recommended in the previous text on fuel. It burns violently, and

that can cause very bad injuries. Keep sparks, flames and smoking materials away from
gasoline. To remove the cap, turn it slowly to the left counterclockwise. Page I f you get
gasoline on yourself and then something ignites it, you could be badly burned. Gasoline can
spray out on you if you open the fuel filler cap too quickly. This spray can happen if your tank is
nearly full, and is more likely in hot weather. Page Filling a Portable Fuel Container Never fill a
portable fuel contamer while it is in your vehicle. Static electricity discharge from the container
can ignite the gasoline vapor. You can be badly burned and your vehicle damaged if this
occurs. To help avoid injury to you and others: Dispense gasoline only into approved
containers. Page Hood Release To open the hood, first pull the hood release handle inside the
vehicle. It is next to the parking brake pedal near the floor. Then go to the front of the vehicle
and pull up on the secondary hood release. The hood latch is under the hood, near the center,
and at the front edge Lift up on the lever as you lift up on the hood. Engine Coolant Recovery
Tank B. Battery C. Engine Oil Dipstick E. You should check your engine oil level regularly; Page
Pull out the dipstick and clean it with a paper towel or cloth, then push it back in all the,way. But
you must use the level.. Do not use any oil which does not carry this Starburst symbol. Page As
shown in the chart, 1OW is best for your vehicle. These numbers on an oil container show its
viscosity, or thickness. Change the oil and filter every 7, miles 12 km or 12 months occurs first.
Driving a vehicle with a fully warmed engine under highway conditions causes engine oil to
break down slower. Remove the air intake hose that is snapped over the throttle body by pulling
the hose upward and away from the throttle body which is located near the top of the engine.
Disconnect the electrical connector from the air intake hose. Page Replace the air filter.
Reinstall the rear section of the air cleaner. Reconnect the electrical connector. Reattach the air
intake hose by snapping it back onto the throttle body. Refer to the Maintenance Schedule to
determine when to replace the air filter. How to Check Because this operation can be a little
difficult, choose to have this done at your Buick dealership Service Department. If you do it
yourself, be sure to follow all the instructions here, or you could get a false reading on the
dipstick. Page Checking the Fluid Level Park your vehicle on a level place. Keep the engine
running. With your foot on the brake pedal, moveathe shift lever through each gear range,
pausing for ,about three seconds in each range. If the fluid level is low, add only enough of the
proper. In addition, the engine coolant will require change sooner 30, miles or 24 months,
whichever occurs first. The repair cost wouldn't be covered by your warranty. Too much water
in the mixture can freeze and crack the engine, radiator, heater core and other parts. Turning the
radiator pressure cap when the engine and radiator are hot can allow steam and scalding
liquids to blow out and burn you badly. Page Power Steering Fluid When to Check Power
Steering Fluid It is not necessary to regularly check power steering fluid-unless you suspect
there is a leak in the system or you hear an unusual noise. A fluid loss in this system could
indicate a problem. Add washer fluid until the tank is full. Page Brakes Brake Fluid Your brake
master cylinder reservoir is here. It is filled with DOT-3 brake fluid. There are only reasons why
the brake fluid level in the reservoir might go down. The first is that the brake fluid goes down to
an acceptable level during normal brake lining wear. Use new brake fluid from a sealed
container only. Always clean the brake fluid reservoir cap and the area around the cap before
removing it. Page Brake Wear Your vehicle has front disc brakes and rear drum brakes. Disc
brake pads have built-in wear indicators that make a high-pitched warning sound when the
brake pads are worn and new pads are needed. The sound may come and go or be heard all the
time your vehicle is moving except when you are pushing on the brake pedal firmly. You never
have to add water to one time for a new battery, we recommend an ACDelco Freedom battery.
Halogen Bulbs Halogen bulbs have pressurized gas inside and can burst if you drop or scratch
the bulb. Slide the headlamp outboard until the pins are loose. Rotate the bulb retainer to the
left counterclockwise to remove the bulb assembly. Remove the headlamp assembly to access
the bulbs. Pull the tabs away from the bulb base to remove the 6. Push the new bulb straight
onto the retainer. Reverse these steps to replace the bulb assembly. Front Tbrn Signal The front
turn signal bulbs can be accessed from under the front of the vehicle. Page Cornering Lamps
Follow the same procedure as used for replacing the headlamps. However, to remove the
cornering lamp bulb, turn the bulb assembly to the left counterclockwise and pull the bulb
straight out. Trunk Mounted Back-up and Taillamps 1. Loosen and remove the eight fasteners
four per side that hold the assembly in place. Push in the tab and turn the bulb assembly to the
left 4. Remove the old bulb by pulling it straight out. Replace the bulb and reverse the steps to
install the new bulb assembly. Rear Turn Signals 1. Open the trunk. Turn the screw to the left
counterclockwise located just inside of the trunk and remove. Pull the carpet away from the rear
area to access the turn signal bulb assembly. Page Headlamp Aiming Your vehicle has the
composite headlamp system. These headlamps have horizontal and vertical aim indicators. The
aim has been pre-set at the factory and should need no further adjustment. Page For the vertical

adjustment, state inspection stations generally will allow a reading of plus 0. If you find that the
headlamp aiming needs adjustment, follow these steps: Adjustment screws can be turned with
an socket or T15 Tom screwdriver. Page Your new vehicle comes with high-quality tires made
by a leading tire manufacturer. If you ever have questions about your tire warranty and where to
obtain service, see your Buick Warranty booklet for details. Poorly maintained and improperly
used tires are dangerous. The resulting accident could cause serious injury. Check all tires
frequently to maintain the,recommended pressure. Tire pressure should be checked when your
tires are cold. Page When to Check Check your tires once a month or more. It should be at 60
psi Wa. How to Check Use a good quality pocket-type gage to check tire pressure. Page After
the tires have been rotated, adjust the front and rear inflation pressures as shown on the
Tire-Loading Information label. Make certain that all wheel nuts are properly tightened. Rust or
dirt on a wheel, or on the parts to which it is fastened, can make wheel nuts become loose after
a time. When you get new tires, get ones with that same TPC Spec number. Page Uniform Tire
Quality Grading The following information relates to the system developed by the United States
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, which grades tires by treadwear, traction and
temperature performance. This applies only to vehicles sold in the United States. The grades
are molded on the sidewalls of most passenger car tires. Page If you need to replace any of
your wheels, wheel bolts or wheel nuts, replace them only with new GM original equipment
parts. This way, you will be sure to have the right wheel, wheel bolts and wheel nuts for your
Buick model. Page Using the wrong replacement wheels, wheel bolts or wheel nuts on your
vehicle can be dangerous. It could affect the braking and handling of your vehicle, make your
tires lose air and make you lose control. You could have a collision in which you or others could
be injured. Install them on the front tires and tighten them as tightly as possible with the ends
securely fastened. Wipe vinyl, leather, plastic and painted surfaces with a clean, damp cloth.
Page Special Fabric Cleaning Problems Stains caused by such things catsup, coffee black ,
egg, fruit, fruit juice, milk, soft drinks, vomit, urine blood can be removed as follows: 1. Carefully
scrape off excess stain, then sponge the soiled area with cool water. Page Cleaning the Top of
the Instrument Panel Use only mild soap and water to clean the top surfaces of the instrument
panel. Sprays containing silicones or waxes may cause annoying reflections in the windshield
and even make it difficult to see through the windshield under certain conditions. Page Cleaning
the Outside of the Windshield and Wiper Blades If the windshield is not clear after using the
windshield washer, or if the wiper blade chatters when running, wax, sap or other material may
be on the blade or windshield. Page Cleaning Exterior Lampskenses Use lukewarm or cold
water, a soft cloth and a liquid hand, dish or car washing mild detergent soap to clean exterior
lamps and lenses. Page Although no defect in the paint job causes this, Buick will repair, no
charge to the owner, the surfaces of new vehicles damaged by this fallout condition within 12
months or 12, miles 20 whichever occurs first. Page Appearance Care Materials Chart 0. Surface
Cleaner Removes contaminants, blemishes and swirl marks Not recommended for use on
instrument panel vinyl. You can see it if you look through the windshield from outside your
vehicle. Page Headlamp Wiring The headlamp wiring is protected by an internal circuit breaker.
An electrical overload will cause the lamps to go on and off, or in some cases to remain off. If
this happens, have your headlamp system checked right away. Windshield Wipers The
windshield wiper motor is protected by an internal circuit breaker and a fuse. Snap off the cover
to reveal the fuses. Place the wide end of the fuse puller over the plastic end of the fuse.
Cornering Lamps Halogen Headlamps. Page Capacities and Specifications The following
approximate capacities are given in English and metric conversions. Pan Removal and
Replacement. Page Normal Maintenance Replacement Parts Air Cleaner Filter Engine Oil Filter
Transaxle Filter. Your vehicle needs these services to retain its safety, dependability and
emission control performance. The Plan supplements your new vehicle warranties. See your
Warranty and Owner Assistance booklet, or your Buick dealer for details. Introduction Your
Vehicle and the Environment Proper vehicle maintenance not only helps to keep your vehicle in
good working condition, but also helps the environment. In trying to do some jobs, you can be
seriously injured. Do your own maintenance work only if you have the required know-how and
the proper tools and equipment for the job. If you have any doubt, have a qualified technician do
the work. Page If you have any questions on how to keep your vehicle in good condition, see
your Buick dealer. This part tells you the maintenance services you should have done and when
you should schedule them. Do not use this schedule if the vehicle is used for trailer towing,
driven in a dusty area or used off paved roads. Page Short TripKity Maintenance Schedule The
services shown in this schedule up to , miles should be performed after , miles at the same
intervals. The services shown at , miles should be performed at the same interval after , miles
km. An Emission Control Service. See footnote 6, Miles 10 km Change engine oil and filter or
every 3 months, whichever occurs first. Page Short TripKity Maintenance Schedule 12, Miles 20

km Change engine oil and filter or every 3 months, whichever occurs first. Lubricate chassis
components or every 6 months, whichever occurs first. See footnote Rotate tires. See footnote
24, Miles 40 km Change engine oil and filter or every 3 months, whichever occurs first. Page
Short TripKity Maintenance Schedule 30, Miles 50 kmj Change engine oil and filter or every 3
months, whichever occurs first. See footnote Lubricate chassis components or every 6 months,
whichever occurs first. See footnote Replace a i r cleaner filter. Also see footnote 39, Miles 65
km Page Short TripKity Maintenance Schedule 45, Miles 75 km Change engine oil and filter or
every 3 months, whichever occurs first. An Emission Control Sewice. See footnote Inspect air
cleaner filter if you are driving in dusty conditions. Replace filter if necessary. If you do not use
your vehicle under any of these conditions, the fluid and filter do not require changing. See
footnote Lubricate chassis components or every See footnote Inspect engine accessory drive
belt. Replace air cleaner filter. Page Short TripKity Maintenance Schedule 84, Miles km Change
engine oil and filter or every 3 months, whichever occurs first. See footnote Lubricate chassis
components or every See footnote Rotate tires. See footnote 93, Miles km Change engine oil
and filter or every 3 months, whichever occurs first. Replace spark plugs. Page Lbng
Tripmighway Maintenance Scheduh The services shown in this schedule up to , miles k m
should be performed after , miles k m at the same intervals. The services shown k m at , miles
should be performed at the same interval after , miles Page Long Tripmighway Maintenance
Schedule 7, Miles 12 km Change engine oil and filter or every 12 months, whichever occurs first.
See footnote Lubricate chassis components or every 12 months, whichever occurs first. See
footnote 30, Miles 50 km Change engine oil and filter or every 12 months, whichever occurs
first. See footnote 45, Miles 75 km Change engine oil and filter or every 12 months, whichever
occurs first. Page Long Tripmighway Maintenance Schedule 52, Miles 87 km Change engine oil
and filter or every 12 months, whichever occurs first. Page Part B: Owner Checks and Services
Listed below are owner checks and services which should be performed at the intervals
specified to help ensure the safety, dependability and emission control performance of your
vehicle. Be sure any necessary repairs are completed at once. Whenever any fluids or
lubricants are added to your vehicle, make sure they are the proper ones, as shown in Part D.
Page At Least Twice a Year Restraint System Check Make sure the safety belt reminder light
and all your belts, buckles, latch plates, retractors and anchorages are working properly. Look
for any other loose or damaged safety belt system parts. If you see anything that might keep a
safety belt system from doing its job, have it repaired. If it does, you or others could be injured.
Follow the steps below. Before you start, be sure you have enough room around the vehicle.
The key should come out only in LOCK. Page Part C: Periodic Maintenance Inspections Listed
below are inspections and services which should be performed at least twice a year for
instance, each spring and fall. Make sure any necessary repairs are completed at once. Page
Brake System Inspection Inspect the complete system. Inspect brake lines and hoses for proper
hook-up, binding, leaks, cracks, chafing, etc. Inspect disc brake pads for wear and rotors for
surface condition. Also inspect drum brake linings for wear and cracks. Inspect other brake
parts, including drums, wheel cylinders, calipers, parking brake, etc. Anchor and Release Pawl
Hood and Door Page Part E: Maintenance Record After the scheduled services are performed,
record the date, odometer reading and who performed the service in the boxes provided after
the maintenance interval. Page i Section 8 Customer Assistance Information Here you will find
out how to contact Buick if you need assistance. This section also tells you how to obtain
service publications and how to report any safety defects. Customer Satisfaction Procedure
Page Customer Satisfaction Procedure Buick dealers have the facilities, trained technicians and
up-to-date information to promptly address any concerns you may have. However, if a concern
has not been resolved to your complete satisfaction, take the following steps: STEP ONE
Discuss your concern with a member of dealership management. Page STEP TWO -- If after
contacting a member of dealership management, it appears your concern cannot be resolved by
the dealership without further help, contact the Buick Customer Relations Center by calling TTY
users in Our commitment to Buick owners has always included superior service through our
network of over 2, Buick dealers. Both Buick and your Buick dealer are committed to making
sure you are completely satisfied with your new vehicle. Our experience has shown that, Page
Some state laws may require you to use this program before filing a claim with a state-run
arbitration program or in the courts. Warranty Information Your vehicle comes with a separate
warranty booklet that contains detailed warranty information. Page Section 9 Index Page Brake
Adjustment Anti-lock System Warning Light Climate Control System Electrical Equipment. Page
G a g e s Engine Coolant Temperature Engine Oil Pressure Maintenance When Trailer Towing.
Page Power DoorLocks Option Fuses Safety Belt Extender Safety Belts Starter Switch Check.
Page Trailer Driving on Grades. Page Firing Orde rhermos"-' at s Opr- ower Page Rear iread
Page retailed look at t's Under the Fuel unleaded gas only. Print page 1 Print document pages.
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disk. Upload from URL. The engine in your Buick car uses a serpentine belt to turn the
accessories on the front of the engine. The belt is made from nylon-reinforced rubber and while
the nylon helps, the rubber will stretch over time. Regular inspection of the belt is the only way
to avoid a belt failure. Check your serpentine belt every time you check your oil. A visual
inspection is all that is required unless you spot damage on the belt; then removal is necessary
for further inspection and replacement if needed. Find the belt routing diagram on the fan
shroud. If it is not there, draw a diagram of the serpentine belt's path around the pulleys with
pencil and paper so you can get the new belt on right. Find the automatic tensioner. It is located
just above and to the right of the crankshaft pulley. If there is no arm, use the box end of a
wrench on the bolt in the center of the tensioner to rotate it counterclockwise to release tension.
Slide the belt off the pulleys while keeping the tensioner rotated. After you have removed the
belt, slowly let the tensioner rotate back. Begin sliding the new belt onto the pulleys. Rotate the
tensioner again to finish installation. Make sure the belt is centered on all pulleys. Open the
hood of your Park Avenue and locate the negative battery terminal on the battery. The cable is
normally black and the battery case will have a large minus - symbol molded into it next to the
negative terminal. Remove the cable using a wrench to loosen the retaining bolt on the cable
end, then separate the cable from the battery terminal. Locate the belt tensioner on the front of
the engine, just below the alternator. Place a socket on the mounting bolt in the center of the
idler pulley, then rotate it counterclockwise using a breaker bar to remove the tension on the
belt. Remove the old belt from the pulleys and discard it. Slowly rotate the breaker bar
clockwise, allowing the tensioner to return to its home position. Install the new serpentine belt
onto all the pulleys on the front of the engine except the tensioner pulley. Using the breaker bar
and socket, rotate the tensioner counterclockwise again and slide the belt onto the tensioner
pulley. Rotate the tensioner clockwise and allow the tensioner to remove the slack from the belt.
Do not let it snap back into place or damage will occur to the tensioner spring. Remove the
breaker bar and socket from the front of the tensioner and out of the engine compartment.
Visually check the belt to ensure it is lying properly over the pulleys before starting the engine.
Install the negative battery cable on the negative terminal of the battery and tighten the retaining
bolt with a wrench. Start the engine and watch the belt, making sure it does not wobble or walk
off the pulleys. Close the hood and shut off the engine. Locate the tensioner pulley. It is directly
beneath the alternator on the left side facing the engine of the engine compartment. Two
different types of pulleys may have been used for the manufacturing of the Buick Rendezvous.
Each offers a different belt release option. Insert the correct adapter onto the belt tensioner tool
to accommodate the bolt head or the square drive of the tensioner pulley. Place the serpentine
belt tool and adapter onto the bolt head or square drive of the tensioner pulley and then release
the belt tension by turning the tool clockwise. While holding the tool to relieve the tension of the
belt with one hand, slide the belt off of the alternator pulley with the other. Be careful not to
allow the belt tool to slip or it can swing back and cause injury. Allow the belt tool to return the
tensioner back to its seated position once the belt has been removed from the alternator pulley.
Remove the tool. Work the belt off of all the pulleys. Since limited access is available in the 3. If
necessary, remove the lower splash guard using a ratchet and socket set to remove the
retaining bolts. Remove the belt and then compare its length and rib count to the replacement
belt to ensure that the correct belt was purchased. Since the tensioner only pivots slightly, only
one belt will fit on this engine. Install the new belt starting at the crankshaft on the bottom. Refer
to the routing diagram to ensure you're placing the ribbed side of the belt appropriately into the
grooved pulleys of the crankshaft, power steering pump, water pump and air conditioner unit
see Resources. The flat side of the belt will go against the surface of the upper and lower idler
pulleys. Do not incorporate the belt around the alternator pulley at this time. Hold the belt up
near the alternator pulley and inspect the lower portion of the belt to ensure the ribs are aligned
in the grooves. One misaligned rib on a pulley will prevent the belt from being installed on the
last alternator pulley. Reinsert the belt tool onto the bolt head or square drive of the belt
tensioner while still holding the belt near the alternator. Turn the tensioner clockwise to
reposition the tensioner pulley, which will allow you to slip the belt onto the alternator. If it is
not fitting properly, the belt is misaligned somewhere. Remove all the tools from the engine
compartment area after the belt has been replaced. Start the engine and inspect the operation of
the belt to make sure it's staying in place and no squeals or squeaks are present. Raise the
passenger side of the car with the floor jack and place the jack stand under the frame. Lower the
car onto the jack stand. Remove the lug nuts on the wheel with the lug wrench and remove the
wheel. Place a ratchet with the appropriate socket on the belt tensioner and pull the tensioner
away from the serpentine belt to relieve the tension. Remove the belt from the pulleys. The belt
will come off the pulleys, however, it will not come out because the belt passes through the

motor mount arm. Look through the fender well now that the wheel is removed and you will see
the lower motor mount straight ahead on the frame rail. Look to the right side of the arm where
it attaches to the engine and you will see a 2-inch section of the arm held in with two bolts. This
section must be removed in order to remove the serpentine belt. Place the floor jack under the
passenger side of the oil pan and raise the jack just enough to give support to the engine.
Remove the bolts in the engine mount support arm with a socket and remove the piece. Remove
the serpentine belt and install the new belt. Don't worry about installing it on the pulleys, just
place it through the motor mount for now. Install the piece of the motor mount arm and tighten
the bolts. Look at the diagram for the belt routing on the radiator cover. It is very tight fit
between the engine and the frame. The belt needs to be installed a little at a time, starting at the
top. Then go in the fender well and grab the belt and pull it down into place as far as possible,
and then back to the top and so on until it fits. Install the belt as illustrated on the radiator cover
and when the belt is on all the pulleys, move the pulley tensioner away from the belt and install
the belt on the tensioner. Allow the tensioner to operate and apply tension to the belt. Install the
wheel and tighten the lug nuts with the lug wrench. Lower the car. Note how the old belt is
routed. Making a drawing of the belt routing can make it easier to install the new belt, especially
if the under hood routing guide sticker is missing. If the belt has broken, the belt routing can be
found in a service manual see Resource. Remove the old belt by compressing the spring-loaded
tensioner and slipping the belt off the alternator pulley. If your LeSabre has the engine package
that does not require removal of the motor mount, the belt will simply pull out of the engine
compartment, and you can install the new belt in reverse order. If you have to remove the motor
mount, continue to the next step. Position the floor jack under the engine with a block of wood
between the oil pan and the jack. Then jack up the engine just enough to make good contact
and support some of the weight. Remove the coolant overflow bottle. Remove the bolts
attaching the motor mount to the frame, as well as the motor bracket. Then lift out the motor
mount and remove the old belt. Install the new belt, referring to the belt routing drawing or
service manual, and slip it back onto the alternator while compressing the spring-loaded
tensioner. Reinstall the motor mount and coolant overflow bottle, tightening the bolts securely.
Start the engine, and check that the belt is routed properly and sitting evenly in the pulley
grooves. Items you will need Wrench set Breaker bar Socket set. Items you will need Serpentine
belt tool with adapters Routing diagram Replacement belt Ratchet and socket set. The LeSabre
is the most popular full-size car sold to American consumers today, and has been for several
years running. It isn't hard to understand why many buyers prefer this big front-driver. This
award-winning Buick has a reputation for trouble-free motoring with accommodations for six
passengers and a torquey V6 engine pulling the whole package around town. LeSabre is
available in Custom or Limited trim, and we recommend the Gran Touring Package, which
includes very handsome alloy wheels, a more competent suspension, magnetic variable effort
steering and automatic level control. Unfortunately, better seats aren't part of this option, and
nothing short of a complete redesign can erase the nightmarish interior ergonomics.
Pathetically, two reminder chimes are standard. One tells the driver that the parking brake has
been engaged for more than 50 feet. The other reminds the driver that the turn signal has been
blinking for nearly a mile. These features are scary commentary on the abilities of the average
driver in America. Changes for the model year are few. Buyers can have the dealer install an
OnStar Mobile Communications system, which is activated using a cellular phone in concert
with a Global Positioning Satellite to get you help when you need it, and directions when you're
lost. OnStar operators can even recommend a restaurant near you that features Indian cuisine,
and get you reservations for dinner on a Friday night. Limited models get standard
electrochromic mirrors inside and out. The rear view mirror features an integrated compass,
and the left exterior mirror is also heated for icy climates. Four new colors debut two blue and
two green , while one new interior color is available. Custom models get standard cruise
control. LeSabre is good for transporting adults from point A to point B in reasonable comfort.
That's about it. There is little to enjoy about this Buick, unless you thrill to the notion of
jamming six bags of golf clubs into the trunk of your car. Priced in the upper 20's, LeSabre
competes with such cars as the Ford Crown Victoria and Mercury Grand Marquis, both of which
offer V8 power, more comfortable accommodations, larger interiors and rear-wheel drive.
Available styles include Custom 4dr Sedan, and Limited 4dr Sedan. Doing so could save you
hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales
and service reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to
buy them. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from
our massive database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have
identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read
dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Used Buick LeSabre. Is it better to

lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to
go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly
payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand,
can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone
who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My
Account. Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Other years. List Price
Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. Cruise control
is standard on base models, OnStar Mobile Communications is a dealer-installed option,
Limited models get a couple of electrochromic mirrors, and new colors are on tap inside and
out. Second-generation airbags are made standard. Read more. Write a review See all 36
reviews. There was a year we had to fix it every month. Water pump, fuel pump, oil pump,
starter. Pieces fell off. Once we drove over something that fell off and we blew a tire and
damaged the oil pan. Back end made a creaking noise, dealer couldn't figure out why. Once in a
while wouldn't start, dealer couldn't figure out why. Rear windows wouldn't roll down unless I
sprayed with WD Seat, radio, cigarette lighter broke. Inside fell off passenger door. Interior
surfaces peeled off. Recalled twice. Battery bracket broke, battery fell down and cracked, nearly
new battery had to be replaced. Engine blew at 99, miles. What a pile of crap. Read less.
Excellent from an economic perspective. I bought this car in February of 09 with 83K for approx.
An older gentlemen owned it and it was garaged and well maintained. I'm amazed that when I
drive miles to visit my mother, it gets around mpg and about around town, but best of all, no car
payments, fits 3 baby seats and keeps plenty of money in my pocket. At K, it has some quirks,
but nothing major. First car I've owned that I Love. I bought my car with k miles and fixed brake
lines and valve cover gasket leaks. The serpentine belt has started to squeak, but it doesn't
matter, because the factory stereo is incredible for a I love the ride, It's supple yet competent,
more so than I expected from a boat. The torque and passing power is actually pretty
impressive for the HP output. It wafts from like it's nothing, and with cruise on at 60 i get 29
mpg. I feel safer in it than i do my dodge ram. I named mine Victor. Best grand i ever spent. I
adored the buick boat. Bought the car 5 years ago from a family member.. Absolutely a tough
car.. Had to replace brake lines twice due to one garage being shady.. Water pump which was
an easy fix. Muffler but PA winters are horrible and the biggest fix was the security system
locked up. Instead of paying 2 grand for GM to fix it, I had a good mechanic bypass the security
system by cutting a few wires and regrounding them down with cheap resistors from Radio
Shack.. No regrets having the buick I love it.. But she's getting old so it's time for a new one
soon See all 36 reviews of the Used Buick LeSabre. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating.
Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See full
safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 4. Sponsored cars related to the LeSabre.
Sign Up. Our mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a week. Upfront and transparent pricing.
Our certified mobile mechanics can come to your home or office 7 days a week between 7 AM
and 9 PM. The belt drives many, and often all, of the engine accessories such as the alternator,
air conditioning compressor, power steering pump, water pump, and air pump. The serpentine
belt is tensioned by a hydraulic or spring-loaded automatic tensioner. Some older cars use a
serpentine belt to drive most accessories but will also have a shorter v-style belt to drive, for
example, the power steering pump. Should the belt have visible damage, you risk unexpected
and sudden breakage that could potentially leave you stranded. Serpentine belt problems that
result in the alternator not charging may cause the battery to discharge, which will result in loss
of electrical power to the vehicle. Additionally, if a deteriorated belt breaks and that belt drives
the water pump, the engine will overheat in a matter of seconds. Estimate price near me. Service
Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50 point safety
inspection. See availability. When to consider replacing the serpentine belt: Regularly
scheduled maintenance. Typically, belt manufacturers recommend belt replacement at 90,
miles. However, the belt must be inspected for wear or damage at regular intervals prior to this
high mileage. Squealing noise, belt slippage, visible belt damage. Should the belt fail or wear
out prematurely, you may hear noise or you may see visible signs of deterioration such as
missing chunks of rubber, excessive cracking, or a shredded appearance on the edge of the
belt. Battery Light. A loose belt, perhaps caused by a defective tensioner, may not drive the
alternator at adequate speed and thus the battery may discharge, causing the warning light to
illuminate. Engine overheating. Often, the serpentine belt drives the water pump. In those
applications, if the belt breaks the engine will overheat in seconds to minutes. If the belt is
inadequately tensioned, you may notice higher-than-normal engine operating temperature. How
do mechanics replace the serpentine belt? Prior to removing the belt, the mechanic must run
the engine to determine if the idler pulley and the belt tensioner are noise-free. Those rotating
components have grease filled bearings and are subject to wear. In addition, the mechanic will

ensure that all pulleys and accessories are turning in the same plane. These steps help make
sure your new belt will operate trouble-free for its full-service life. The belt tensioner is released,
usually with a wrench or lever, to release the tension from the belt. With the tension off, the belt
slides off the pulleys. All rotating components â€” that is the alternator, air conditioner
compressor, etc. If everything checks out, the new belt is slipped over all of the pulleys while
holding the tensioner away from the belt. Once the belt is centered on all pulleys, the tensioner
is released and the installation is complete. The engine is run to ensure normal operation. Is it
safe to drive with a serpentine belt problem? When replacing the
98 lexus es300 specs
chevy 48 engine
ford car stereo wiring
serpentine belt keep in mind: On many cars, the expected service life of a serpentine belt is
around 90, miles. Should the belt fail well prior to that, a very careful inspection should be
performed to check for out-of-alignment pulleys, a possibly out-of-position crankshaft harmonic
balancer on which the drive pulley is mounted, binding pulleys, or a defective belt tensioner.
Attention should always be given to serpentine belt routing, since proper routing is critical to
proper belt tension, and function of the driven components. Sometimes it is difficult to
distinguish serpentine belt related noise from other engine noises. In these cases, a mechanic
will determine the origin of the noise by momentarily running the engine without the serpentine
belt attached. Yourmechanic was featured in. Popular Buick Jobs. Auto service in Your City.
Meet some of our expert Buick mechanics Real customer reviews from Buick owners like you.
Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. How can we help? Read FAQ.

