1999 pontiac grand am cooling fans not working

It only takes a minute to sign up. Any suggestions on how to fix the radiator fans on my 99
Grand Am. Both fans don't even kick on after I turn on the ac like they did before. I replace the
coolant tank all hose just replace the coolant temps sensor and all the fuses are good. I ran a
power source to the fans and they worked fine. Have you checked the fan relay? You can check
the relay by swapping it with another identical relay out of the fuse box. With your finger on the
relay you may be able to feel the tick as the contacts close. It may also be a wiring issue
between the ECM engine control module and the relay or between the relay and the fan. Sign up
to join this community. The best answers are voted up and rise to the top. Asked 6 years, 10
months ago. Active 2 years, 11 months ago. Viewed 3k times. Improve this question. Daniel
Estrada Daniel Estrada 11 1 1 silver badge 2 2 bronze badges. Add a comment. Active Oldest
Votes. Improve this answer. Zaid Sign up or log in Sign up using Google. Sign up using
Facebook. Sign up using Email and Password. Post as a guest Name. Email Required, but never
shown. Featured on Meta. Visual design changes to the review queues. Opt-in alpha test for a
new Stacks editor. Related 8. Hot Network Questions. Question feed. It only takes a minute to
sign up. This question seems to be attracting a lot of views, so I guess a lot of people are
having the same problem. Just to be clear, the problem with MY fans specifically seemed to be
caused by my new temp sensor being faulty. This isn't likely to be your problem , but don't rule
it out. There are some other great diagnostics suggested below for other possible reasons the
fans aren't running. There was a bigger problem with overheating with this car, even after the
fans were running correctly. The stock engine comes with a plastic intake manifold gasket,
which is prone to failure. It leaks coolant into the cylinders and causes inefficiency in the
cooling system, leading to low coolant and overheating. You can replace this gasket with a
metal one, the repair is a little involved but I managed with a Haynes manual. Good luck! This
didn't seem to resolve the issue -- the engine still overheats when at a stop. This lead me to
suspect the fans, so I tested the fans themselves independent dual electric cooling fans. They
do not start when the engine is warm I wired each fan directly to the battery, both function
correctly. Next, I checked the relays, both tested operational. If I disconnect the temperature
sensor, both fans come on immediately. So, I replaced the temperature sensor. The problem
persists; the engine will reach , the thermostat opens determined by watching the temp. If I
disconnect the new! I have read that turning the air conditioning on should also cause the fans
to turn on, this does not happen with the temp. I am at my wits end as to what to check next. I
am prepared instead to hardwire the fans to the ignition switch. Can anyone give me any ideas
of any further diagnostic steps before I give up and take the "duct tape solution"? This is my
wife's daily driver, so the pressure is on! Thanks in advance. Don't be discouraged by a new
part not working. My family runs a shop, and we get defective parts all the time. There is a table
located here that shows diagnostic steps you can take. Hook your temp sender up to a meter
and drop it in some boiling water. This should tell you if it's working or not. Personally, I'd just
disconnect it until you get the issue figured out -- running the fans continuously isn't going to
hurt anything, it'll just be loud. The problem might be with the body control module BCM. Or you
can buy a separate temperature fan relay system with a temp probe and bypass the system. It
will work as normal cooling when needed only. Its the connecter that you unplug from the temp
sensor. That connection is usually bad and can be fixed by directly putting the wires together or
cleaning each connector. Had the same problem on grand prix gt series 2. Sign up to join this
community. The best answers are voted up and rise to the top. Cooling fans not running Ask
Question. Asked 8 years, 4 months ago. Active 5 years, 11 months ago. Viewed k times. Update
This question seems to be attracting a lot of views, so I guess a lot of people are having the
same problem. Improve this question. Chris Chris 1 1 gold badge 1 1 silver badge 9 9 bronze
badges. MarkJohnson -- Thank you for pointing out this requirement. It was not the main
problem, but armed with the knowledge that the bleeding is necessary saved me time later when
I did the larger repair. Sorry, I'm a little unclear as to the answer on this one. Did your problem
end up being a defective temp sensor? Brandon Yes, I believe so. I exchanged the temp sensor
for a new one and installed it, and the cooling fans engaged. The overheating problem, however,
was a larger issue -- we had coolant leaking into the cylinders with little evidence other than
constant need to refill and I had to replace the lower intake manifold gasket. It is, apparently,
common on this car. GM used a "plastic set" gasket, and the plastic warps then degrades over
time. The replacement gasket is metal set. I did the work myself and I am a third-rate home
tinkerer -- it wasn't hard with a repair manual. Add a comment. Active Oldest Votes. Improve this
answer. Sly Sly 1 1 silver badge 8 8 bronze badges. Thanks, I'll check out that link. The thing
about the part being defective I don't think that's the problem. When I disconnect the temp.
When I plug it in, it springs back to the proper temp. That leads me to believe the part in
question is functioning, and the trouble is elsewhere. I guess nothing's impossible, though! It
could be working for reading the temperature and displaying it, but not working when it comes

to turning the fans on. If that's the case, I would say it's probably something with the PCM. If
you're lucky, you might can find a junked car with a used PCM that still works, rather than
having to buy a new one. They can be pretty expensive. That works, too. It wouldn't be the first
or last time someone has done it. That link looks like a great resource, other than the computer
scanner thing, I'll start at the top there. If the solution is on that chart, I'll be sure to accept this.
Thanks again. Show 2 more comments. Hi, thanks for the answer. In this particular case, the
problem was that my new part was a dud. Your suggestion is definitely plausible, and a good
thing to check when diagnosing this problem. I no longer have this vehicle the question is 2
years old , but I hope this can help someone else in the future. Take care! The BCM in most
vehicles only controls things like the interior lights, radio, and the like. The PCM will switch the
fans on as needed through a relay. This is how GM vehicles do it, anyway. My problem wound
up being caused by a new part that was a dud, but this is a great suggestion for diagnostics if
someone else is having the same problem. The question is over 2 years old, and I no longer
have this vehicle, but thanks for trying to help! Hope this helps a future home mechanic. Thanks
for the answer -- however, this question is 2 years old, and I no longer have the car. Also, the
problem was, as indicated in the accepted answer, simply a case of my new part being a dud.
That said, I think this suggestion is helpful in the diagnostic process if someone else is having a
similar problem, it is very possible that there's a bad electrical connection. Thanks again!
Featured on Meta. Visual design changes to the review queues. Opt-in alpha test for a new
Stacks editor. Related 4. Hot Network Questions. Question feed. Cooling fans not working. Ive
tested both fan motors. I've replaced all relays and temp control switch. What next? Check the
wiring and connections and look for a wire slipping out of the backside of the connectors. And
also make sure your engine's at operating temperature. Kristofer answered 2 years ago.
GuruBBB9Z answered 2 years ago. Cooling fan not coming on what is first thing I should do. If
you put enough water when cool as long as you are going its ok. Only if you release cap loose
water and try refill doesnt seem take enough water so then when under pressure temp guage
rises but only 1 time went to red. Fans are not working. Went to change thermostat and my car
doesn't have one. Bought the car over a year ago. When driving my 2. I have a different car.
Content submitted by Users is not endorsed by CarGurus, does not express the opinions of
CarGurus, and should not be considered reviewed, screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please
refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it
violates our policies. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional.
Related Questions. Start a new Pontiac Grand Am question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a
simple, secure transaction. Get Started. Search Pontiac Grand Am Questions. CarGurus
Experts. Know more, shop wisely Search. Related Models For Sale. Used Cars For Sale. My
radiator fans will not come on after the car reach operating temperature. I changed the ect plug.
Plus put in a new thermostat now the car will keep operating temperature at degrees but my
fans still will not come on. Do you. The cooling fan usually will not kick on until you reach about
degrees depending on the signal specs for low speed operation and high speed operation. That
is why it is recommended when bleeding the cooling system to usually raise the rpm's to with
heater on until the fans come on. If the fans do not come on then you will see the vehicle start to
overheat. You just maybe trying to chase a problem that is not present? So try that first to see if
the fans come on or if it overheats. Was this answer. Recently my Grand Am began overheating.
The fans are not coming on although when testing them by jumping to the battery they do work.
I have replaced the fuses and relays, but it still does not work. I read your adivice in a similar
question to you about a different make vehicle, which you answered to check the radiator cap,
could thid be my issue as well? If not could you steer me in the right direction. I think there is a
water temperature coolant sensor on you radiator or your engine head try checking them Was
this answer. Does the vehicle overheat before it gets in the red zone? If it does then replace the
radiator cap if not then look at the coolant temp switch on intake manifold beside thermostat
housing. I just got the car listed above. I'm having trouble with my cooling fans switching on.
My coolant sensor tells me the temperatures of the coolant but won't switch fans when the
gauge passes the middle and my car seems to overheat. I've unplugged the sensor with the
ignition on and the fans turn on but once I plug it in they switch off. I don't know what to do
anymore and I need help before I start spending money on replacements I don't need! We need
to start with what the BCM is seeing as the coolant temp. The way this works is the BCM
monitors the temp and when it gets high it tells the PCM to ground the relays and turn the fans
on. This means we need to see if the BCM is seeing the proper temp. If it is then we need to look
at the PCM to see if it is getting the command to turn them on. If it is getting the command then
we can assume that the PCM is the issue. However, I attached the testing for the fans. It is
lengthy but it will lead us to the issue as well. Let me know if you have questions or what you
find. Thanks Images Click to enlarge. There are two coolant temperature sensors on the engine

one on top and one on left side in the cylinder head for the cooling fan it has one wire and it
grounds the relay when car overheats. You can ground it for a test be sure to check the fuses
and relays first. I am attaching wiring diagrams fuse and relay location below for you to refer to.
Let us know if this information was helpful and if you need more information. Thank you Joe T.
Checked fuse and relay. Do believe that thermostat is stuck because there is no circulation.
Good afternoon. If it does, it should kick the fan on once the high side gets to lbs. Did you test
for power to the fans? Roy Was this answer. AC is blowing, but not charged. Yes, removed one
fan and conducted a test and it ran independently. I sent you a diagram for the circuit. Check
the two listed fuses for power on both sides with a test light or voltmeter. Roy Image Click to
enlarge. Okay thanks, we will look into that the next few days, weather permitting. May have to
connect with you later. Sounds like a plan. You have to realize that these fans are not supposed
to turn on at that temperature. They are not programmed to turn on until approximately degrees
and that is low speed as they are two speed fans. High speed does not kick until degrees. It is
possible to have low speed circuit only burned out but you will not know at that temperature.
That would be a fuse, wiring or relay problem. I have a 96 grand am with a 2. I change the
coolant fan because it was not working. Started up the car the rpms went to at idle stayed that
way put into drive it goes higher Was this answer. Was the idle ok before you worked on it? Any
connectors--vacuum lines, anything that might have come loose? Take the throttle cable loose
from throttle-body and cruise control, any difference? What about the idle air control? Should
be a big effect? Check for applicable trouble codes. At the least, you need an obd2 code reader
to check codes. I have this 95 grand am and the cooling fan will not come on and over heats but
only when it idles. When I drive the car the temp. Runs perfect. Any idea what this could be.
There is a sensor in the engine as well as a relay. Either one of these could be bad as well as a
fuse or the fan motor itself. They all need to be checked out. Please login or register to post a
reply. Any Answers? And If So. So Now He's Trying To Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's
Free! Forums New posts. What's new New posts Latest activity. Log in Register. What's new.
New posts. Log in. Install the app. Contact us. Close Menu. JavaScript is disabled. For a better
experience, please enable JavaScript in your browser before proceeding. You are using an out
of date browser. It may not display this or other websites correctly. You should upgrade or use
an alternative browser. Thread starter grandam2. Ok, so when I'm driving at higher speeds and
constant, like 55 or whatever, it doesn't overheat. When I am in town, stop and go, it rises up to
half way in between and I turned on the car and it was around F or so I'd guess 1 or 3 little
marks past the mark and the radiator fans weren't on. How do I check the relays, and w
1999 ford taurus radiator removal
wood furnace wiring diagram
ford explorer parts catalog
here is the heat sensor at for the fans? Also, my ac and rear defrost quit working after I took
apart my temperature control unit. I took apart the temperature control because my fan wouldn't
work on 1 or 2. So I'm just going to get a new one of those some time. If you could help with any
of these problems it would be greatly appreciated. I know.. Zimgxp New member. Ok, where are
the resistors at? My brother mentioned them but I haven't taken the time to find them yet. The
pressure stayed at 30 psi according to the tool I was using, and it never got any higher, and I
had it on there for like 10 minutes. What the hell is it's problem? The high side has a sensor that
prevents the compressor from engaging unless there is a certain psi in the system. Post reply.
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