2001 chevy venture cooling fan wiring diagram

Working on a overheating chevy venture Cooling fans do not come on. Fuses are good and the
fan motors themselves are in working condition. Also the fan relay does not seem to be getting
ground from computer. What can I try to further troubleshoot this problem? Do you. Was this
answer. Any applicable trouble codes? Temp wise in degrees F, what is the temp reading? What
about the coolant temp sensor? Did you use a voltage tester at the fan relay? Image Click to
enlarge. I don't believe there is anything wrong with the system. You are expecting it to come on
before it is really supposed to. Low speed doesn't come on until degrees and high speed at Yes,
I checked voltage at the fan relay. I found out that the cooling fan relay 1 is clicking relay, but
fan is not coming on, that would indicate the temp sensor and computer is working. I need more
wiring diagrams. Thanks Was this answer. See if this is more complete. I can't get the whole
diagram in one picture and make it readable. To fan number one, gray wire is voltage, white wire
is ground. You see the center relay, when that relay is not energized, the ground goes through
that relay. See the blue wire, that goes through the second fan motor to chassis ground. My
post shows the complete diagram Was this answer. I have it working now and automatically
responding. I found two things not very common that was keeping it from working. First I saw
there was no ground at right cooling fan black wire. I think there should be ground there all the
time. Second I found that there was a bad relay at cooling fan relay 1, bad contacts. Diagrams
really helped. No, there shouldn't be a ground there all the time. That is the trigger wire
connected to the PCM which controls the relay through that wire. There is nothing wrong with
your fan. Disconnect the wire and let it run. The fan will cycle on and off without it going into the
red zone. That is the way it's supposed to work. I understand that the ground for the fan relay is
completed by the -trigger ouput from PCM. I was talking about "5 BLK " big thick black wire
down by the right fan. It didn't have cotinuity to ground, so I tapped in and put a ground wire. Its
responding automatically and shutting off. Just curious why that one big thick black wire was
not grounded, its not like it went through a relay, I looked at the diagram. I followed that big BLK
wire to the bottom of dist box and did not have cotinuety there ether. If you look at the diagram,
you will see that the ground for the left cooling fan is controlled by the 2 relay. That is how it
gets 2 speeds. It runs the ground through the second fan to split the power between the 2 fans.
And then through the other motor when the relay is at rest. Engine Cooling problem Chevy
Venture 4 cyl Two Wheel Drive Automatic Van will redline when driving around town, but wont
blow hot air through vents. If I speed up very rapidly the temp goes down and starts to blow hot
air. None of this happens when driving on the highway. Is the cooling fan coming on and
cycling back off. Yes the fan starts up when the temp increases and then shuts down when
temp gauge returns to normal. The symptoms seem to be pointing toward a blown head gasket.
You are getting combustion gases into the cooling system. Ok Thanks for your Help! I will
check it out Was this answer. Is this normail or do I have problem? Pam Freis Was this answer.
Sounds like a problem to me. I have the same year venture as you do. I would check a few
things right off the bat. Have you changed your coolent recently? Parts store sell testers cheap
to test your coolent. Check the 2 fans that are attached to the radiator to make sure their
running. But when driving on the freeway their may be enough airflow from your speed to keep
the engine cool. I would start their. A bad thermostat possible as well, but I would expect that to
make the eninge overheat after a few minutes of driving and not cool back down unless it's
sticking. Please login or register to post a reply. Engine Overheating? I Found A Problem. An
overheating engine is never a good thing to have happen. If the problem is caught quickly you
can save the headache of a major engine repair and possibly having to buy a Sponsored links.
Ask a Car Question. It's Free! First off you're gonna need a car. So today we are working on my
old Buick Skylark. Since my engine is not stock Riviera cubic inch big block the cooling fan
previously that was installed is just not enough to cool it down. So we have bought a Ford
Taurus 2-speed fan, this fan had rumored to cool down the biggest and some of the toughest
blocks around! So today we are going to do the wiring part of the fan! This will take around 45
min to do or maybe less if you have some experience with cars and electricity work! One main
safety step is to unhook the BLACK negative wire from the battery, and when you do so make
sure it will not touch the RED positive wire or any metal around it! Get the wire situated and
know which wire is ground and which wire is power! For instance the blue is our ground wire
and the black is power wire. So now take the ground wire and clamp a round male connection
piece to the wire, then tape it to make sure it stays. Next we will find a piece of metal inside the
engine bay to screw it onto. Since we found a place in the car to connect it to, feel free to screw
it in place! Now since it is in place continue to the next step! Now lets get the power wire in
place. Get the 10 gauge wire and place it through the hole in your fire wall. This will be the wire
that connects your switch to your fan power wire. So now we have a wire that goes through the
engine bay to the cabin of your car! Now take the power wire from your fan and connect it to the
wire that is going through the firewall. We will be using a butt connection to fuse these together.

At the end of the power wire and the end of the firewall wire put a butt connection between them
and clamp it together to make it stay in place. Now easily tape the wires and butt connection to
hold it in place. Since the wire is now connected we need to do a safety tip! Take some zip ties
and tie them to a stationary place in your engine bay! Now cut the excess zip tie off for a clean
look. The wire through the fire wall will now be connected to the switch. Unscrew the according
link from ON position of the switch, put the wire around it and simply tape it! Then make sure
the the blue wire on the Power link middle link of switch is connected to the main ignition wire
of the car. This will be the big red wire that is connected to your ignition and sometimes even
the red positive wire to your battery. This ignition wire will be in your cabin under the dash
connected to your key system. Now take that blue wire and tap into the red wire after the fuse
and tape it up! After this is all finished, connect the black negative wire back on to your battery.
Now turn on the switch! Your engine should now be getting a cool breeze of air with no
problems! Since you are now done, go drive around and make sure your temperature stay
below degrees F. Go grab a drink or a bite to eat after this job. You deserve it! Tip 2 years ago
on Step 2. One easy thing is to take a rag or piece of cardboard and wrap it around the negative
cable end peace. Question 2 years ago. I have a FI tech injection it says hook the fan wire to the
ground. Currently i'm using a switch to turn the fan on. Where do I hook this wire to thr ground?
Nice but a few suggestions i might add is you add a relay too save your switches from arching.
Then use the thermostat for the switch cause they are low volts. Switches arent designed for
high voltage and abuse but the relay is. You can get the current for the thermostat at a switched
12v that way it only works when the car is on, and the proper temperature. Reply 4 years ago.
DNAP I like your intelligent suggestions. When you say "Thermostat for the switch", do you
mean a Temperature Sensor Switch of some type or Cooling Fan Switch that mounts on the
engine or radiator. If so do you know if they come in different temperature turn-on
specifications? I'd like to do as described here, but with the relay, and I would like to have my
cooling fan turn on at , or degrees in the summer and a higher temperature in the winter. I would
swap the sensors depending on the season. Reply 5 years ago. And maybe I will! I mean I did
this project just for my engineering assignment but who knows maybe Ill do more work. Reply 5
years ago on Introduction. Thanks for the suggestion guys! This was mainly for simple wiring
and for old cars but I totally understand your input thanks again! But yeah I suggest a fan
control of some type. Here is only some of the equipment we need to have in order to make this
possible. Did you make this project? Share it with us! I Made It! Tinfoil Embossed Artwork by
cfb70 in Woodworking. JakeG97 Tip 2 years ago on Step 2. Reply Upvote. Dugblackbird 2 years
ago on Step 2. Ralph W1 Question 2 years ago. Answer Upvote. DNAP 5 years ago. Relay Good!
Best Regards, John. Nicely done! I hope you'll share more of your work on your car. Very cool
stuff! Skylark64 seamster Reply 5 years ago. Skylark64 rwagner4 Reply 5 years ago on
Introduction. My Chevy Venture began overheating and I replaced the relays because fan wasn't
coming on. Now it continues to over heat. I can feel a pulsing in the hoses and it takes a while to
get hot so I think the thermostat is fine. Could something like this be air or temperature sending
sensor? John answered 7 years ago. Is there a fuse connected to the fan? Can you bypass the
thermostat and see if the fan itself will run? If it does and the fuse if there is one, is good, the
thermostat may be the problem. That is a common problem, especially in the lesser style
electric radiator fans. That is why I bypassed my thermostat and put an inline fuse in. Told it
should turn on the fans automatically, haven't tried it yet myself. I need to turn on the heat full
blast in a drive through or my engine will blow up!!! Recon answered 4 years ago. Check for air
in the system a far as it overheating the problem is air goes to the highest point in the system
and the bleeders are below that. I put in a prestone filler in the hoses that go to the rear heater
and I hook the hose up to it on a trickle I have emptied and filled my radiator with straight
antifreeze I start filling the system until there is no air coming out of the bleeders and then i
start the car you must have good heat in the front and rear heaters for it to be full otherwise it
will get air locked also check your temperature switch. I think chevy designed the electric fans
to come on at way to hot i used to run my ac and fans would come on you got 2 30 amp fuses
and 3 relays and a temp sensor under thottle cAble but they had a problem with dexcool eating
intake gasket i flushed that out and put prestone mix with any kind but as far as air you have a
bleeder valve above water pump open that up when running to bleeder air then do the same
with bleeder valve by themastat. GuruB8 answered 3 years ago. I used to turn the AC on number
one speed so the fans could come on doesn't come on anymore, why? John answered 3 years
ago. Your sensor leading to the fan switch is bad. Perhaps the entire fan system needs to be
checked out, and replaced if needs be. Check for lose wiring and or bad connections of the
wires. My bet would be a sensor or switch relay. GuruYDDB9 answered 3 years ago. If your
relays and fuses are working and replaced the Thermo Fan sensor Switch and if your car is still
overheating, then check your cooling fans. If your cooling fans are not working even after

testing each individual fan then it's time to replace the fans. Hey before doing anything on your
car first bleed the cooling system that usually corrects the overheating problems. GM engines
Chevy Venture. David answered 2 years ago. On my mom's it had this problem found a shop in
Oregon fixed said when Ac was low or had a leak it had a fan override and would shut the fan
off. Fixed Ac and it started working. GuruPRN6Q answered about a year ago. I have the same
problem with my chevy Venture Last your ECM sending command to turn your low and high
speed fan. GuruRQ6V1 answered about a year ago. I can tell you this much I have had my Chevy
venture for a long time about 10 years, about 3 years ago it started running hot and this started
a very long pain in neck problem. I replaced the heat sensor, thermostat, and water pump, but
still it ran hot I didn't think the head gasket was bad because there was no water beads on oil
stick, and it didn't have a water drip on the ground. Now my venture has 2 air bleeders one on
each side of the motor, one close to thermostat and the other one just above water pump and
learned how to bleed it on line and for about 2 years this is how we drove it. When it started
getting hot I had to pull over and bleed the air out. There was a few times it got really hot and I
guess that caused the head gasket to blow. I had the head gasket replaced but still it ran hot
now this was after I had replaced everything that had to do with the problem of it running hot. I
took it to so many garages I lost count, then one day my rubber hose that goes to the bypass
waterline for the heater in the back of the van busted and I had to replace it and that is when I
discovered 2 very small pin holes in the aluminum bypass line it was not leaking water out but it
was sucking in air causing a air lock and not letting the water circulate through the motor. I
fixed it with J B Weld and it never ran hot again. Just thought you should know. No one should
have to go through what I did. Guru2YVBD answered about a year ago. Interesting and
important comment, GuruRQ6V I've battled the notorious overheating issues on a Pontiac
Montana since we bought it new. We did everything you did, and more. To the fine, if too
generic advice above about "bleeding" or "burping" the system, that's fine -- if you don't have
any fine leaks! Moreover, the recurrent serious overheating in itself can cause many secondary
issues -- including yes, headgasket failure Thought I was there, til recently, while changing out
the EGR valve and cleaning out those hidden, yet critical ports via the plennum , I managed to
crack one of those notoriously fragile heater hose three way tees Ignore the awful youtube
videos out there on how not to replace that T plus all three of the hoses connecting thereto.
Dawns on me that I might well have had a long term hair-line fissure in that brittle Tee. There's
two of them, btw , just enough to let air into the system Alas, I still have some burnt wiring and
cooling fan issues now to resolve, yet have reason to hope I may yet get another few years out
of this family beast. I can feel a pulsing in the hoses and it takes a while to get hot so I Hi - I
have replaced the water pump, thermo switch, checked the relays and fuses and replaced the
fans with new oem replacement. I have had my head gasket replaced and there aren't any leaks
and do Driving home from Denver my venture started to overheat. I got off the highway and
realized I was leaking a lot of coolant and one of my fans weren't working. I went to the nearest
auto parts store Have changed the water pump, thermostat, and temperature sensor and bled
the system very well. But for some reason, it keeps overheating. I'm at a loss I don't have a
manual, and the dashboard symbol light is coming on , not sure if this is the transmission or oil
light. It is a chevrolet venture mini van. I have a different car. Content submitted by Users is not
endorsed by CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not be
considered reviewed, screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of
Use. Content will be removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. Report
Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional. Related Questions. Start a
new Chevrolet Venture question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a simple, secure transaction. Get
Started. Search Chevrolet Venture Questions. CarGurus Experts. Know more, shop wisely
Search. Related Models For Sale. Used Cars for Sale. Working on a overheating chevy venture
Cooling fans do not come on. Fuses are good and the fan motors themselves are in working
condition. Also the fan relay does not seem to be getting ground from computer. What can I try
to further troubleshoot this problem? Do you. Was this answer. Any applicable trouble codes?
Temp wise in degrees F, what is the temp reading? What about the coolant temp sensor? Did
you use a voltage tester at the fan relay? Image Click to enlarge. I don't believe there is anything
wrong with the system. You are expecting it to come on before it is really supposed to. Low
speed doesn't come on until degrees and high speed at Yes, I checked voltage at the fan relay. I
found out that the cooling fan relay 1 is clicking relay, but fan is not coming on, that would
indicate the temp sensor and computer is working. I need more wiring diagrams. Thanks Was
this answer. See if this is more complete. I can't get the whole diagram in one picture and make
it readable. To fan number one, gray wire is voltage, white wire is ground. You see the center
relay, when that relay is not energized, the ground goes through that relay. See the blue wire,
that goes through the second fan motor to chassis ground. My post shows the complete

diagram Was this answer. I have it working now and automatically responding. I found two
things not very common that was keeping it from working. First I saw there was no ground at
right cooling fan black wire. I think there should be ground there all the time. Second I found
that there was a bad relay at cooling fan relay 1, bad contacts. Diagrams really helped. No, there
shouldn't be a ground there all the time. That is the trigger wire connected to the PCM which
controls the relay through that wire. There is nothing wrong with your fan. Disconnect the wire
and let it run. The fan will cycle on and off without it going into the red zone. That is the way it's
supposed to work. I understand that the ground for the fan relay is completed by the -trigger
ouput from PCM. I was talking about "5 BLK " big thick black wire down by the right fan. It didn't
have cotinuity to ground, so I tapped in and put a ground wire. Its responding automatically and
shutting off. Just curious why that one big thick black wire was not grounded, its not like it went
through a relay, I looked at the diagram. I followed that big BLK wire to the bottom of dist box
and did not have cotinuety there ether. If you look at the diagram, you will see that the ground
for the left cooling fan is controlled by the 2 relay. That is how it gets 2 speeds. It runs the
ground through the second fan to split the power between the 2 fans. And then through the
other motor when the relay is at rest. Engine Cooling problem Chevy Venture 4 cyl Two Wheel
Drive Automatic Van will redline when driving around town, but wont blow hot air through vents.
If I speed up very rapidly the temp goes down and starts to blow hot air. None of this happens
when driving on the highway. Is the cooling fan coming on and cycling back off. Yes the fan
starts up when the temp increases and then shuts down when temp gauge returns to normal.
The symptoms seem to be pointing toward a blown head gasket. You are getting combustion
gases into the cooling system. Ok Thanks for your Help! I will check it out Was this answer. Is
this normail or do I have problem? Pam Freis Was this answer. Sounds like a problem to me. I
have the same year venture as you do. I would check a few things right off the bat. Have you
changed your coolent recently? Parts store sell testers cheap to test your coolent. Check the 2
fans that are attached to the radiator to make sure their running. But when driving on the
freeway their may be enough airflow from your speed to keep the engine cool. I would start
their. A bad thermostat possible as well, but I would expect that to make the eninge overheat
after a few minutes of driving and not cool back down unless it's sticking. Please login or
register to post a reply. Engine Overheating? I Found A Problem. An overheating engine is
never a good thing to have happen. If the problem is caught quickly you can save the headache
of a major engine repair and possibly having to buy a Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's
Free! When you are driving fast, the wind is passing through the radiator to cool the coolant
down without issues, but when you are driving slow, there is no wind pushed through the
radiator. This is why we use a radiator fan. Unfortunately, the radiator fan can fail and will cause
your car to overheat. But what can cause this? A fuse supports almost everything electrical in a
car. If there is an electrical surge going towards a piece of electronic equipment, the fuse cuts
the electric supply to that particular equipment saving it from destruction. This is what we call a
blown fuse. A blown fuse is no big deal, and changing one does not cost a lot of money. The fan
itself often uses a big fuse of around 50A, while there might also be a separate small fuse to the
fan control module. Remember that if the fan fuse is blown â€” there might be a problem with
the wirings or the radiator fan. There are often two different systems in different car models.
Either your fan control is integrated into the engine control unit or you have a separate fan
control module. In both cases, the control units use a temperature sensor to know when to start
the radiator fan. If this temperature sensor is broken, the control unit will not know when to start
the radiator fan. Some cars use separate engine coolant temperature sensors for the radiator
fan and the engine control unit. You need to check your repair manual of which temperature
sensor controls the radiator fan and then resistance-measure the sensor with a multimeter to
make sure it is functional. If the fan is not working even when the car is overheating, there might
be a wiring issue or a bad connection. Check the wirings going to the radiator fan from the
control unit or relay. Check in the connector plugs for any signs of corrosion. Also, check the
connector plugs at the relay and control unit. Measuring the wirings with a multimeter is often
not very effective, as you need to put a load on the wires to see if they are functional. However,
as a fast test, you can check with a multimeter if there is coming power to the radiator fan. If
your coolant level is low, there is a chance that you will get air in the system, and the coolant
temperature sensor will not read the coolant temperature correctly. If the coolant level is low,
you need to refill the coolant to optimum levels. Failing to do so could risk your engine
becoming overheated and seized. There is no coming back from a seized engine unless you are
willing to spend a lot of money. When your radiator fans are not coming on, it can also be
caused by faulty radiator fans. The radiator fans have electrical motors inside of them, which
will wear out after some years. This is the fastest and easiest way to test your radiator fans.
Because the radiator fan is often drawing so much power, there is often a relay that is powering

the coolant fan. Of course, this relay can get damaged, which will cause the radiator fan to not
coming on. Testing a 4 pin relay is often very straightforward. Remove the relay and give 12
volts to pin 30 and Ground pin 86 and check if there is voltage coming out from pin It is even
better to connect pin 87 to something that draws a lot of power, like the fan, for example. As I
talked about before, some cars have a separate control module for just the radiator fan control.
This control module is often installed in the engine bay, exposed to heat and dust. This can
make the control module to fail after a while because of corrosion. Locate the relay and check
for any visual damages outside of it. You can often also open up the relay and check for any
bad solderings or corrosion. Replace it if you see any problems. I have been working with cars
for 10 years, specialized in diagnostics and troubleshooting. I created this blog because I was
tired of finding false information on the web while looking for repair information. I hope you
enjoy my content! You probably already know the purpose of the radiator and the cooling
system in your car. Contents show. Faulty Coolant Temperature Sensor. Broken Wiring or Bad
connection. Insufficient Coolant. Broken Radiator Fan. Faulty Fan Relay. Bad Fan Controller
Module. Search This Site Search. Automotive wiring in Chevrolet vehicles are becoming
increasing more difficult to identify due to the installation of more advanced factory electronics.
One of the most time consuming tasks with installing an after market car stereo, car radio, car
speakers, car subwoofer, car amplifier, mobile amp, car amplifier, mp3 player, ipod, tweeters,
crossovers, audio equalizer, satellite radio or any car audio electronics is identifying the correct
color car audio wires for a Chevrolet Venture. The Modified Life staff has taken all its Chevrolet
car radio wiring diagrams, Chevrolet car audio wiring diagrams, Chevrolet car stereo wiring
diagrams, Chevrolet car radio wiring schematics, Chevrolet car wiring diagrams and cataloged
them online for use by our visitors for free. Our automotive wiring diagrams allow you to enjoy
your new mobile electronics rather than spend countless hours trying to figure out which wires
goes where. Use of the wiring information is at your own risk. Always verify all wires, wire
colors and diagrams before applying any information found here to your Chevrolet Venture. If
you would like to help the Modified Life community by adding a car audio wire diagram, car
stereo wire diagram or car radio wire diagram to our resource, please feel free to post any
additional car audio or car electronics wiring information about the Chevrolet Venture on this
page. Your email address will not be published. Skip to content. Leave a Comment Cancel Reply
Your email address will not be published. Follow Us. Copyright by ModifiedLife. It looks like
you're new here. If you want to get involved, click one of these buttons! Howdy, Stranger! Sign
in or Register. On Edmunds. Visit Edmunds How-To Guides. Service Centers in. Browse Forums
by:. What Edmunds Says Pros. Are you in the market for a new car and having a hard time
finding affordable options? June in Chevrolet. I have owned this vehicle for over 4 years and
basically we love it. I have read all of the issues on this board and I guess I consider myself
lucky. I have no cool air coming from the rear vents unless It is really early in the day. Is there a
second compressor or possibly a secondary place to check refrigerant pressures? I have
already done the check under the hood and pressures are good! Please, any information that
would help me out here would be greatly appreciated. Thank you!!!! August Our heating system
works in the front but not in the back. Thats were we have the kids and really need to fix it
before winter hits! It does not blow heat at all. Has anyone had this problem? Help please!
January My heater fan switch suddenly stopped working on 1 thru 4. It only works on "high",
position 5. Any comments? Just the switch? How hard to replace it? Thanks Also, I've had so
many of the problems everyone else has had. Caliper bolts falling out, over heating and having
the head gaskets replaced. Windshield wiper "home" or down position issues. Sometimes they
stop in the up position when turned off. I've replaced the front pads and rotors several times,
while the rear drum brakes don't seem to wear at all. I've done all the repairs myself except the
head gaskets. If you've done the repairs you've mentioned yourself, this one will be a breeze.
The switch is most likely OK. Its located in the passenger side footwell behind the blower and
mounted to the firewall. Remove the blower motor and you'll see it. Its got the footprint of a
credit card and is less than 1" tall with a bunch of wires attached to it. If you follow the power
wires from the blower it will lead you right to it. Before you remove it, make sure the
connections are tight and try it one more time. If that does nothing - Take out the 2 small bolts
holding it in and replace. You'll need to be pretty flexible to get to it but other than that its easy
to replace. Its a common problem on the Venture. Make sure you check your fuses 1st though. I
think the 5 speed has its own fuse so if you've got a bad fuse for the other speeds it will still
work in 5. I'm still betting that the resistor is the problem though. Also, the fail to park on the
wipers is typically the wiper motor going bad. Another common Venture problem. Its not really
too hard to replace either. I'd post the procedure but its got too many steps to type. Get a
haynes or chilton manual, its in there with pics Good Luck February I have a Chevy Venture,
and recently, I noticed that when I turn on the AC or heating, the air blows out of all the vents at

once the ones by the feet, the vents on the dashboard, and the ones by the windshield. Turning
the nob that's supposed to control this does nothing. It used to work fine. Does anyone have
any ideas what the problem is or how to fix it? One of 2 likely problems - both easy to fix The
vacuum hose that provides vacuum to the switch has become disconnected. Is it not attached?
You'll see it, it attaches there, jumps across and wraps around the washer reservoir before
heading to the firewall. If you're still OK, go back in the car and disconnect the vac supply hose
and then start the car. No vacuum??? The hose is plugged - run a new one through the firewall
and attach it to the port on the engine. Our Venture had a plugged hose The switch is shot.
Basically, if you've got vacuum the switch should work - very rare that the control switch is
dead. Thanks for your quick response! I was waiting to take a look at it before I responded. I'll
pick one up before I go thru the trouble Of removing it and the heater motor. Thanks again Jim
I'll let you know how it works out. My problem is with my '04 Venture van since it was new.
When I set the temperature control anywhere in the cool zone, and vent control to any setting
which includes the floor vents, I get cool air coming out of the upper vents and hot air coming
out of the floor vents. On long trips I get a hot foot as the floor vents blow right onto my right
foot. The sides of the centre console also get quite warm. After years of complaining, my dealer
finally admitted there is a problem. They've taken it in recently and after taking the centre
console apart and replacing the actuator? The dealer mechanic said they got in touch with GM
engineers and they said they had no idea what the problem was, but to let them know when the
dealer found the cause of the problem. I'm taking it in tomorrow again for as second try. I figure
they'll be taking it apart again and look some more. They might or they might not find the
problem. I have a 1, mile trip coming up this weekend to Fla. So would my wife. I have the same
exact problem. I'll try the repair suggested and see if it works. I also have a problem in that the
unlock switch on the arm rest does not work. I have to manually lean over and unlock the door
to let someone in, for example. Any ideas? Does the switch on the other door work or are all
switches dead? Or is it just that the passenger door doesn't unlock? I have the same problem
with the unlock switch. I have a Chevy Venture that I bought new. The drivers side unlock
switch stopped working a few months ago the "lock" function still works, but the "unlock"
doesn't do anything. Now the passenger door switch is doing the same thing. You then want to
disconnect the plug from the switch. When you disconnect it, you'll check for continuity in the
switch - you're basically checking to see of the switch is working. After you unplug the switch look into it with the square hole for the connector to the left and the contacts to the right. Touch
the multimeter to the contact on the bottom right and to the one in the top middle. Depress the
button to "lock" the multimeter should indicate continuity as the connection is made - repeat
the process with "unlock' while touching the top left with the top center. There should be
continuity between these if the switch is working correctly. If either fails the test, the switch
needs to be replaced. I'm guessing that you'll wind up replacing both switches since neither are
working for unlock. Post back and let me know how you did As always Good luck - let me know
how you make out Are they talking about actual fan control sw? Any advice to check control
head. I believe they're talking about the actual fan switch - you can't replace just the switch you
have to replace the whole dash part including the temp control, etc. The way to check the
operation of the switch is to disconnect the plug from the switch to the blower resistor at the
resistor and then use a test light or multimeter to see that the switch is sending 12V to the
resistor in each of the respective fan speed positions. Its an easy install for the DIYer I can post
later to let you know which pins to test with each speed as I don't have the diagram with me. In
the mean time - make sure that the plug going to the resistor is completely inserted - had
trouble when I replaced mine and it turned out that the plug had not fully seated. The resistor is
located on the pass side firewall right behind the blower - its got the footprint of a credit card.
Will post the pin details later. This is not a constant problem, but when the AC is on the rear
vents will put out heat. This is an 02 Venture. I've read that there's a "flap" that's not working
correctly. Has anyone else seen this, and can I fix it myself? OK here goes - pull the connector
from the blower motor resistor - as you're looking at the plug with the"slots " which clip the wire
to the resistor at the top I filled in the letters for clarity - making this diagram was a pain!!! E is
the ground - touch one probe to it from your test light or multimeter to it for each test and follow
this order - each terminal corresponds to a blower setting. You should get about 12 volts for
each test ignition on - engine not running The blower resistor then steps down the voltage to
get the blower to spin at the appropriate speed. This gives you enough info to test it - let me
know how you make out Hello, I've not had this problem before but here's some thoughts: To
access the "flap" that you mention - remove the rear left quarter trim panel - behind it is the
blower and the mode actuator controls the "flap". The actuator is vacuum powered. There's
really only a couple of things that could go wrong back there First I'd check to see that it is
getting vacuum - start the engine and remove the hoses from the actuator its the round thing

about the size of a fuel filter with 2 hoses attached. With the engine running you should be
getting vacuum to at least one if not both if them. I'd be willing to bet that you're not getting
vacuum. If you are getting vacuum, check the actuator and the stuff its attached to for smooth
movement, maybe its hung up on something or perhaps the actuator is shot. If you're not
getting vacuum, see if you can hear vacuum with the engine running - these vac hoses get
brittle and break from time to time. If everything you can see looks good, after that its tough to
find the problem. You'll have to do some Dick Tracy work to figure out where the hose is routed
and where it gets its vacuum supply because I'm not sure. Check under the hood for a vacuum
leak or a vac hose that is broken or has fallen off. The other possibility is that the vac hose is
plugged - I had one of them once in the front. Good luck - post back with your hopeful success
March I have had the same problem since I bought my 99 Venture used 3 years ago. However,
now I have a problem in that my blower motor stays on even when the ignition is turned off. Did
the resistor replacement fix it? I had some of these problems with my Venture extended. Power
locks didn't work with armrest controls on either side, and passenger window stopped working
from driver's side armrest control. I solved it. The wiring harness goes under the carpet under
the passenger side door area. This seems to be a place where salty water from winter roads
collects and drains out from under the carpet. In my van, the wiring harness is not protected
from the salt water, which got into the splices and rotted them out. The harness seems to lie
right in this channel. I replaced all the splices and I got my power locks and windows back. I
re-sealed the splices and wrapped them with cable coax di-electric to ensure get the wire
harness up out of the drain channel. I can confirm that replacing the blower resistor gave back
my variable fan speed. Before I had low, and high. Now I have off, 1,2,3,4 and full. On inspection,
it seems that somehow water is getting down in there, causing corrosion evidently causing the
resistors for 2,3,4 to fail open circuit. This is a real beeeyotch to replace. You need to take out
the blower motor first. The rear screws are almost unreachable. Best to just back them off a
couple of turns and then pull the old one out. Then you can slide the new one back in. I lived
with this for about 2 years until yesterday, when the battery died because the fan was stuck in
the full position. I think the water might be coming in from around the top of the windshield, as I
notice there is a bit of water now in the dome light somehow, and the rubber around the window
isn't as tight as it might have been one time. Hope that helps Hi sh00tr Lets think about this one
for a minute - if I think out loud and type maybe we can figure it out together - it might look like
random thoughts and that is precisely what it is Am i reading this correctly? Or you replaced
the resistor because you couldn't turn it off and now you have all 5 speeds and you're trying to
figure out how to not have this happen again? I'm not completely convinced that water that you
think is coming from the windshield was the cause of the demise of the resistor - these resistors
are known to fail even in the best of conditions, it wasn't a smart idea to mount it right near the
fan on their part There is one pin that's always got 12 volts on it no matter where the switch is
set - it powers the blower relay. If the relay is stuck closed - you'll have nothing but high speed
at all times - even with engine off if I'm reading the wiring diagram correctly Is the carpet wet on
the pass side? I know you've seen water in the dome light, you said that Did you confirm that
the blower switch is working correctly with a multimeter? I'm wondering what is going on when
you turn the switch to off - a multimeter can tell us what's going on Its a small circuit so finding
the faulty component should be pretty easy I know I'm shotgunning the problem at this pointpost back and let me know where you're at right now and we'll figure it out I'm only a mechanic
when there's a shade tree and some beer around but I know that you and I are smarter than our
Ventures - I'll be happy to walk you through diagnosing and fixing the problem I'll look for your
reply Hey dude. Sorry if my post wasn't clear. I'm confirming that replacing the resistor block
solved two problems for me. I had that for about 2 years This progression was very problematic
as the only way to avoid killing the battery was to disconnect it! Not ideal as it's been C F the
last couple of days. I confirmed the blower switch was working by testing continuity for all 5
positions. They were all good. I also have two spare ones here if anyone wants one cheap one
for a 99 the other for a The factory resistor showed signs of either burn off or corrosion. The
green coating had flecked off in a strange sort of way; I think it was water damage. Hey sh00tr
So you're fixed then These are a really common failure Mine looked very much like yours,
although yours does look a little worse I don't think its a water issue although you still may
want to hunt down the source of the leak Post any time May Thanks John, it was the relay. I'd
like to shoot the designer who put the screws where they are. Pretty miserable to get at the
screws for such an easy task. No problem I'm glad to be able to help Best, John :shades:. July
My heat started acting up last winter. I would start the car and start the defrost in the morning.
When I came back out a long period later, the cabin would still be cold and no defrosting
occurred. When I drove the car to work the heat began to warm up and get to a comfortable
level. I also started to notice the temperature guage rising above normal when I went on long

trips over an hour. Before it got too cold I flushed the radiator to see if this was the problem, but
did not fix it. This did not work. I get warm air from the vents. Since they are faults that occur
seasons apart, I did not make the connection until now. Is it possible they are related problems
Would a vacuum hose leak or disconnect cause both of these probblems? If not Thanks in
advance for any assistance. I have a Venture LS that has developed a problem where
condensation somehow leaks into the cabin onto the driver's floorboard. After I've been driving
with the AC on for a while and then I get out of the car, when I come back the carpet on the
driver's side is wet and the ground directly under the driver's side is wet also. Can someone tell
me what is going on here? There is a drain for the AC that is either disconnected or plugged.
Chances are there a bunch of glop in there which plugged it up. Clean it out and make sure the
drain hose that goes through the firewall is clear and your problem should go away. I took it to
my mechanic last week. He hooked a long nozzle to his air hose and then stuck that in the drain
tube underneath and blew it out. It drained outside for a couple days and the inside carpet
started to dry up. Then evidently it stopped up again because now it's draining back into the
floorboard again. Does it need to be blown out from underneath, or should it be drained from
the inside? How can I get to the drain from the inside? Is it behind the center console? How
does that disassemble? I have a silhouette, but same difference. I justa had an episode where
the front wasnt cooling but the rear was, and I hooked up guages and it read normal. So i took it
in to the shop and it was a pound and a half low of refrigerant, somehow since it holds more
refrigerant the guages read normal readings. I know there is only one compressor, and only one
place to hook guages. The only way to really know if the refrigerant is low, is to reclaim it with a
machine that weighs it. Blowing it from the bottom to the inside just unplugs the hose, but the
junk plugging it up is still in the unit. At this point, if you want it fixed for good you need to
consider taking apart the inside to get to the coils and then clean it out. Preventitive
maintenance, like frequently blowing out your inside air filters, could have prevented this. This
is commonly overlooked. When I purchased my van at 70, miles and checked those filters, they
were plugged and had 6" of pine needles stacked on top of them. If you can get to the heater
core, you can get to all of the goop that's plugging up your drain ElvisBelushi Posts: 2. One of
the knobs is broken, and one is not long for this world - I have repaired both of them once with a
plastic tie-wrap. I thought my fix was fairly ingenious - they both held for a year or two. One is
now beyond "rigging" at this point, and I can't find those little jewels online. Or - I just haven't
found the correct search terms. I see a reference to an online repair manual at auto zone above.
I shall try that next. If someone could point me in the right direction to find replacement knobs,
we have to drive this van til the wheels fall off. And wifey is getting a bit testy about having to
pull one knob off and put it on the other post just to change the airflow. I'm thinking the dealer
should be able to get them for you. Chances are there were 37 GM models that used the same
knobs. Junkyard might also be a good place if you've got one local. Once again, it might not
have to be from a Venture, I'm sure the Impala or Century or Alero or something used the same
knobs. Was trying to avoid the local dealer - don't care to send my business his way. Was also
trying to avoid junked vehicles, because these knobs die, in my opinion, from plastic fatigue.
Was ALSO hoping that since so many dang vehicles probably use this knob, I'd find a part
number and 3rd-party supplier. I too had the problem with the blower. The difference was that
settings 1 and 2 did not work. The others did. John, on your very informative direction, I tested
the settings and found out that the switch was good. I have had this problem for perhaps two
years now and I was totally dreading pulling the console apart to replace a switch. It turns out
that would have been fruitless as I would have had to replace seemingly half the console.
Anyways I pulled out the resistor and though I did not take pictures, it looked far worse than
those in the other post. There were a couple of scorch marks on the circuit board where the
coating had flaked off. The new resistor had a much more substantial protective coating on it
than the last one. I just wanted to thank you for you helpful and selfless information without
which I would have been having to pay substantially more to have this fixed. I know this is over
a year after you posted the previous entries on this. Just one other note. I did inspect the blower
housing. The metal between the blower cage and the motor had some light rust and corrosion
on it. I am fairly certain that the cause of all this is the too lightly protected resistor coming in
contact with moisture for a period of time. Hopefully, this new card has no problems as it is
much more substantially protected. Thanks again, John. While it is definitely not hot at this
time, I was hoping to try and fix it before it did get hot. It quit working late last summer. I was
wondering what the easiest way was to tell how the compressor is even getting any power at all.
I do not hear the customary "clink" of the compressor kicking in nor hear the accompanying
extra strain on the engine. I have checked all the fuses and they were good. Thanks in advance.
Hi cach22, I'm so glad I could help - you're very welcome! I haven't had any problems since and
you're right, the new one did look much better designed than the one it replaced. Here's to

hoping that neither one of us have to contort ourselves again to reach and replace that thing All
the best, John :shades:. Hi again There's a low pressure switch on the system that monitors the
pressure of your refrigerant - when it indicates that the refrigerant is below a certain pressure, it
disables the compressor. I'd bet that you might have a refrigerant leak and your system needs
to be checked and recharged. There is also a low temperature shutoff programmed in the
system which keeps it from turning on when the outside temp is below 32F but since you
started having trouble last summer I'm thinking that's not why its not turning on. If you're not
hearing the "clink" of the compressor clutch, chances are its not getting any power. A mechanic
can hook up a scanner and see if the computer is commanding the compressor to turn on or if
its inhibiting it for some reason. He'll also check the system pressure to see if that's the reason.
Alternately - you could check in the compressor area to so if by chance that the electrical
connection has come loose or off - its not likely but it does happen. But I'm guessing that your
system is low on refrigerant due to a leak. Good Luck, John :shades:. I could hear the
compressor clutch engage and the added load on the engine. However, two vents, one on either
side of the driver, still blow warm air. This happens despite the fact all other vents are blowing
cold air. I am double posting this because I did not do it as a reply the first time. Warm on one
side and cool on the other??? I'm no AC expert by any stretch I even checked and couldn't find
a technical service bulletin from GM in the factory service manual about that problem. I'm pretty
sure that the center vents are all fed by one duct so all 3 of them should be either warm or cold
Also, there's a vacuum line that runs right near the blower and out through the firewall to under
the hood - trace it back to the controls and make sure its not pinched or damaged, then start the
car and make sure you're getting good vacuum through it - I had to replace mine because it got
clogged - I'm pretty sure the actuator door is vacuum operated on the Venture. Also, check the
temps of the different ducts with a thermometer to make sure your hand isn't playing tricks on
you - that's why I'm thinking that a duct fell off under the dash as your hand will perceive a
cooler temperature when there is more air moving over it. Also, check the temp in your
defroster duct. I wish I could be more help - I really don't know too much about AC systems
Best of luck, John :shades:. April You have maybe 6 weeks to get it figured out before the
weather gets hot. Steve, visiting host. June I had to take my Venture in for a transmission flush.
Some of the shifting it was doing was pretty jerky. They did not listen very well. When they were
done, they had simply added another 2 lbs of refrigerant and some dye. They said if it leaked
now that they would be able to identify where. Jeez, no kidding. I asked to check for leaks and
they ad refrigerant. When I had last added refrigerant myself, my cheapo gauge said the
pressure was a little high. Of course I thought I had a leak in the system then. I have a Chevy
Venture. At first I was rather well impressed by the air conditioning system. It worked and it
seems to have worked quite well. In Florida, this is a much appreciated feature! After a while the
AC seemed to get weak. One mechani re-charged it. Yet its never really worked anywhere near
as well as it did before. Its set on taking outside air and cooling it. Would recirculating the air
make more sense? Its not that cool air is not coming out of the vents. It is. But its cool air rather
than cold air. And it seems to be less strong a breeze even if I have the fan set at 5, its highest
position. What items should I check to see why I'm getting only cool rather than cold air being
blown out of the vents. Your floor boards are wet due to a pinched drain hose. More times than
not you need to replace the hose. It is a flimsy hose that kinks easily. Good Luck. How did you
solve it. Sign In or Register to comment. A radiator fan requires an average of 15 amps to
operate. The fan uses a relay in the fuse relay box under the hood. The relay has four
terminals--one that is hot all the time, even with the key off. A second terminal becomes hot
only when the key is on. This is the terminal that actuates the relay. This terminal cannot be
used for the fan because it is designed to carry low amperage from the key, and if the fan is
attached to it, a fire could result because the wire is too small for the amperage required. The
fan must have a gauge wire to carry this amount of amperage. You need to hard wire the
radiator fan to a toggle switch on the dash in such a manner that the fan will shut off when the
ignition key is off. The fan can also be turned off manually when cruising to extend the life of
the fan. Install the inside toggle switch where convenient. Remove the radiator fan relay from
the fuse and relay box on the fender well. Test the relay terminals for power with the ignition key
off use the voltmeter. There will be one terminal that has power with the key off. Mark this
terminal on a piece of paper so it can be used later. Turn the key on and check for a second
terminal to have power. This is the one from the key that will be used to actuate the relay. Mark
it down. Put the voltmeter on ohms and check the remaining two terminals for a ground. Mark
the terminal showing ohms down as a ground. The last terminal is the one to the fan. Now all
four terminals have been marked. Place a jumper wire across the terminal that had power with
the key off and the terminal that was dead and did not go to ground. This is the fan hot wire. Set
the voltmeter to volts and check the fan wires to see which of the two is the power wire. Mark

this wire or remember which one it is. Disconnect the negative cable to the battery. Run a gauge
wire with the appropriate terminals from the negative or ground side of the fan to a good
ground. Run a gauge wire from either the battery, if conveniently located, or from the positive
lead in wire at the fuse relay box to the relay terminal that had power with the key off. Run a
gauge wire from the opposite radiator-fan side of the terminal to the power wire on the radiator
fan. This is the wire that operates the fan when jumped. Run a gauge wire from the ground
terminal of the relay to a good ground. Run a gauge wire from the terminal in the fuse block that
had power with the key on to the toggle switch. Attach a spade terminal to the end of the wire
and push it into the terminal. Run a wire from the last terminal on the relay--the one that had
power with the key on--to the toggle switch. The power will now run from the battery to the relay
and when activated, from the relay to the fan. To activate the relay, the power comes from the
terminal in the fuse relay box that has power with the key on to the toggle switch. When the
switch is turned on, the power is sent back to the relay, through the relay and to ground, which
activates the switch. The fan switch should be left on except when cruising. When the vehicle
comes to a stop and no air is moving through the radiator, the fan should be on. The fan should
be on continuously when the air conditioning is on. Don Bowman has been writing for various
websites and several online magazines since He has owned an auto service facility since and
has over 45 years of technical experie
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nce as a master ASE tech. Bowman has a business degree from Pennsylvania State University
and was an officer in the U. Army aircraft maintenance officer, pilot, six Air Medal awards, two
tours Vietnam. Step 1 Install the inside toggle switch where convenient. Step 2 Turn the key on
and check for a second terminal to have power. Step 3 Place a jumper wire across the terminal
that had power with the key off and the terminal that was dead and did not go to ground. Step 4
Disconnect the negative cable to the battery. Step 5 Run a gauge wire from either the battery, if
conveniently located, or from the positive lead in wire at the fuse relay box to the relay terminal
that had power with the key off. Step 6 Run a gauge wire from the opposite radiator-fan side of
the terminal to the power wire on the radiator fan. Things You'll Need Wire cutters and crimping
tool Wire butt connectors and spade connectors Roll of gauge wire Roll of gauge wire 1 amp
toggle switch Phillips screwdriver Voltmeter.

