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way from its inception in to , in all of its iterations. Today, it is still one of the most alluring
options on the used car market, but before you start searching for the perfect driving mate with
a 5. My research included all versions of the 5. It seems that problems with the ignition system
did affect all versions at one point in time. As it turns out, the 5. Problems emerge when
rubberized covers on the coil boot deteriorate and cause the spark to hit the plug well instead of
the plug. It is not unnoticed that some of the coils can fail internally due to liquid penetration.
The problem does not require a massive investment, as the coils are rather simple to replace at
any Ford dealership. Ford technicians will diagnose the problem, identify misfiring cylinder s ,
and replace the spark plug and coil where needed. This problem is typical for the Ford F with a
5. Failure of the fuel pump driver module usually cuts off the petrol feed to the engine which, of
course, causes the engine to turn off, thus cutting power to all essential systems. In the first
place, the problem happens because the fuel pump driver module is directly attached to the
steel frame. As its surface is exposed to the elements, salt, water, and dirt build up on its
aluminum casing and cannot be washed away as it is in contact with the steel frame. Over time,
vibrations, salt, and water do irreparable damage to the casing and dirt enters the driver module
causing short circuits and making permanent damage to the smart junction box. As the fuel
pump driver module is attached to the frame at the rear end with only two screws, replacing it is
a DIY job. After Ford recognized this problem, they offered a slightly redesigned replacement
part which is not in direct contact with the steel frame. Thus the dirt and salt build-up is evaded.
Symptoms of the damaged fuel pump driver module are as follows:. The engine sounds
strange? You can hear a lot of knocking noises on acceleration, cold startup, or when you let off
the throttle. While causes for such sounds can be numerous, owner experiences have shown
that the most likely reasons can be blown out tensioners, a loose timing chain, and cam phaser
breakage. Bear in mind that cam phasers are part of the Variable Valve Timing system which is
an important component of the 5. Having all these parts working correctly is crucial as all of
them affect moving parts of the engine and, more or less, keep the engine from tearing itself

apart. Timing chain rattles are most noticeable at the very start. So, listen carefully for any
unusual rattles after a cold start. If you can hear rattles, the timing chain may have become
loose due to the blown out tensioner. In this case, the domino effect is more than likely. The
loosened timing chain will rattle like mad and damage plastic timing chain guides. These plastic
pieces can become fully detached from metal surfaces over time thus enabling metal-to-metal
contact of the timing chain and metal carriers guides were attached to. No reason to tell you
that this can damage the timing chain further. Remove them too. This can lead to premature
camshaft lobe wear, more stress on the cam phasers and, in the worst case, physical contact
between pistons valves and other metal pieces. Thus, a full engine inspection should be
performed. Regardless, exactly this happened to some 5. We could even call this problem a
common one for the Triton engines produced prior to Later on, they have the exact opposite
problem bear with us for that one. Blowing a spark plug on the 5. First of all, a blown spark plug
will completely strip the threading of the aluminum head. It was one of the problems related to
the first issue the ignition system problems I mentioned in the article. Interestingly enough,
blowing out usually happens on the passenger side with the spark plugs on the third and fourth
cylinder. The problem was so common that numerous aftermarket specialists did, in fact,
provide tools and solutions to drill, retap, and rethread the spark plug hole in the head. Prior to
this, the only viable solution was to actually replace the head altogether. That is what Ford
technicians do advise to this day, despite the cost involved. It is still a bit of a mystery of why
this happens in the first place. Some can argue that there are not enough threads in the head for
the spark plug to grab on to. Others debate about the problems with over-torquing or
under-tightening. Nevertheless, the problem persists and one buying a vehicle with a 2 valve 5.
Ford admitted the issue and even offered a solution with Lock-N-Stitch thread inserts in the
head. They encouraged the installation of the Lock-N-Stitch thread inserts. However, some
reports do suggest that better results can be achieved with HeliCoil kit. Now, they had begun
experiencing problems during the replacement of the spark plugs. The spark plugs were so
secure and so snug in their housings that upon attempting removal, the spark plug would often
snap in half. In the worst case scenario, spark plug fragments parts of metal or ceramic could
end up in the cylinder. Since, it all has to be removed before starting up the engine, this could
translate to a lot of work. Cars with the 5. Ford introduced an all-new spark plug design with a
2-piece shell for the 5. FordProblems explains it:. Because the electrode is welded to the bottom
part of the shell, it creates a natural breaking point. You see the problem. The spark plug simply
sticks too hard making it rather difficult to remove. Ford issued some tools for easier removal,
but only an experienced technician with enough time on their hands can be certain of replacing
the spark plugs without breaking them. Engines with Variable Valve Timing VVT have numerous
additional pieces which make possible slight timing adjustments to valve opening and closing
operations on a running engine. This technology is created to provide certain advantages which
benefit both fuel efficiency and maximum HP values. At lower RPMs, for example, it is optimal to
save as much fuel as possible so the cam will be in one position. On the other hand, if more
power is needed, the cam phaser will move the camshaft affecting the position of the cam lobes
and, of course, the speed and timing of the valve opening. Now, on the 5. One may hear a
rattling noise from the front direction of the valve cover. This noise usually points to a
damaged, failed, or destroyed cam phaser which would affect almost all other moving pieces in
the engine. The only reasonable solution is replacement with an all-new unit. Reasons for cam
phaser failure may be related to excessive wear or failure of some sensitive parts of the cam
phaser. Furthermore, as the engine oil pressure is used to rotate the input side, it is crucial to
maintaining the engine as per Ford instructions. It is crucial to inspect the timing chain and all
other related hardware of the engine after cam phaser failure on the 5. The engine oil pan gasket
can develop a leak on the Ford 5. It is not a major issue as it is usually corrected with gasket
replacement. However, on certain Ford F models, the oil may leak on the hot exhaust system
which results in a strong smell of burning oil. Not exactly a pleasant experience. If you have any
doubt of excessive oil consumption, you should first check oil pan for leaks and damage. The
process of replacing the oil pan gasket goes something like this:. Andy Lilienthal is a life-long
automotive enthusiast. He's written for several publications since the early s and has worked in
the automotive aftermarket for over a decade. He enjoys working on cars and trucks, has a thing
for oddball 4WDs and small cars, and loves to travel and camp. Andy lives with his wife,
Mercedes, in Portland, Oregon. Skip to content. The Best Vehicles From Ram in Best New Cars.
After purchasing my 04 F in with about 50K miles on it, heard about the problem with the spark
plugs breaking off when trying to remove them and it was suggested that it would be wise to
replace them asap. Thought it would be best to let the dealer with the knowledge and tools do it.
Not too happy that FORD won't stand behind their product on a known design flaw. Don't buy
Ford! A coil pack went out, and two spark plugs needed to be replaced. Both broke off. Glad to

be a part of the group. Well known issue. Spark plugs break off in the motor making a simple
maintenance procedure and major repair. I am selling the vehicle in order to avoid this cost and
will never buy another Ford again. Ford should fix the problem for free. There are lists of these
occurrence on the web. The mechanics are not for sure if that will fix the problem. That amount
of money is crazy, for a plug change. I used to swear by Ford as did my dad and both my
grandfathers. Not going to any more. This better fix the problem, or I will be looking for another
truck and a new brand. Ford fix the problem and then make it right with your consumers. Had
plugs removed from motor 3 of the first 4 broke off in head, still have to replace 4 more but ran
out of time will get done next week, is there some type of refund for the work??? The design for
the For F 5. I have spoken to multiple mechanics about getting a tune up, and some of them
wouldn't even touch it for fear of the spark plugs breaking. Well, I found someone willing, and
after letting the truck sit all night long with penetrating oil on the threads he began pulling the
plugs. Unfortunately, even after all of the penetrating oil, one of them still broke off. Now I have
to get the motor pulled apart to remove the piece that was left behind. That is absolutely
ridiculous. I heard there was a lawsuit filled for this issue. I have a Ford F with a 4. Iver the
summer I was driving home from work and heard a loud pop and the truck started to run
extremely loud. Each time that it blew it shot the ignition coil across the inside of the hood of
the truck as well as half of the spark plug. I just had a mechanic look at it yesterday and he said
and showed me that the aluminum block was stripped where the repair kit would not work
again. I live in Louisiana and it is really hard to find someone local to work on my truck but
Darrins Auto is willing to help me for half the charge of Ford. He called Ford for me and said that
if the 8th of your vin has a 5 it has the plugs that break in the head if it has a 3 you have regular
plugs. Helpful tidbit. Mine has a 5 but Darrins Auto will replace them and that they have had
good success doing so. Just a helpful hint to all the people that don't know if they have these
plugs or not. Well I used to think Ford was a reputable company but now I'm not so sure. I have
a well maintained F as I have driven them for years but for Ford not to address the problems
with the original spark plugs being stuck, breaking or ejecting from the heads is not only
unprofessional but irresponsible, and after trying to deal with this myself I will not only refuse to
purchase another Ford Truck but will also inform all of my customers on Fords failure to step
up and take responsibility. I hope I can get a fair trade in on my F toward my new Chevy or
Toyota. Around , miles I had my spark plugs replaced, just like ford sugests, only to find out it
was going to cost me an arm and a leg for a normal service that any vehicle has. I bought all the
parts and took them to a local garage, not a ford garage to have them replaced. After dropping
off my truck, I get a call that the plugs can not be loosened without breaking them off and a
special tool must be used to remove the remaining peices that are still in the head. So Ford
knows they have this problem! They designed the tool but have know problem charging me for
all the laber for the fix on there 2 peice plug that snaps off. I took my truck to the local ford
garage because I had no other choice. They had my truck for 6 days! I was told to put sea foam
in the gas and run it several days before they work on it to loosen things up, hopefully. They
soaked the plugs several days and still 4 out of 8 broke off, I was told I was lucky. How can they
get away with not having a recall on something thats there fault! I know from research on the
computer that im 1 of many people with this problem thats getting no attention from the ones
that designed it. Please Ford do we have to get on our knees and beg you to fix your problems
or do we just not buy your vehicles any more and then our great government bail you out too!!
Sincerely Keith Cook Grantsville Md. It is a nightmare to even think about replacing the spark
plugs when it comes time to do it. The tip of it breaks off in the engine and then the tool that
takes them out isn't the cheapest either. Very irritating! Ford you have created these problems
and ignore any compensation to the unsuspecting customer. Ford tough allright, tough to do a
simple project. Fords do suck Truck was missing and I knew I was due for a normal spark plug
replacement. Was not anything normal about changing spark plugs in a ford. Should of been a
recall. Screw Ford. Just wanted to make sure that I was on the band wagon. Ford is well aware
of the problem with the sparks plugs breaking off inside the head nothing new here. Decided
not to deal with the Ford Dealer they made enough money off of the purchase of the 5. I was
blessed to have a mechanic who educated me on the problems of the plug breaking in advance.
But I am glad that my mechanic is like my Doctor a trusted professional. So I had no argument
with the charge. If you are not a trained mechanic save your money on the special tool ,and take
it to someone who is. Thank God I believe in him if not. You got me once wont happen again!!
You left us all holding the bag on this one! Thanks again ford!! When I went to the parts store
yesterday to but plugs for my truck the counter person informed me there is a major problem
with them breaking off in the head. I went home and got on the internet and found this to be
true. I am so disappointed in Ford for letting this problem go on without a recall. I'll buy the
plugs and take the suggestions of the other people and try it myself this weekend. Wish me

luck. Thanks to Ford Motor Co's wonderfully designed spark plugs, I had the chance to give
Ford more dollars to tune my truck up for me. Because the engine gets so hot it seizes the
plugs inside the head of the engine block. Ford told me this is common with these engines 5. I
have called and emailed everyone i can in Fords chain, to no success. They refuse to help me.
Glad to see Ford stands behinds their products. This issue along with the faulty cam phasers
have me hating Ford. This piece of crap has got to go!!! Buyer Beware of this money pit and
Ford's lack of integrity. I am here on this complaint form again for my Ford F I would seriously
think of selling this POS to somebody else I had to take my truck to a dealer to have them take
out the f-n spark plugs on this truck because the bottom portion of the plug breaks off and sits
in the head. Unbelievable to me and very upset about this joke design of a plug. I called Ford
dealer and asked if they changed the design of the plug and they said they did not change them.
Ford is totally aware of this problem but wont change design because they would have to admit
fault. Ford you suck. Why would I want to put those same plugs back in Not a chance But I
found a lil I bought the champion plug one part plug and wont break off Ford again if you read
this complaint which you probably wont FIX your problem and admit you have huge design
flaws in this vehicle These plugs breaking off in the head is a real shame. Ford knew this was a
problem and changed it in models and left all of us holding the bag. I have contacted several
lawyers looking for someone to file a class action lawsuit. I have always been a Ford man but
will strongly consider other makes next time. If you have a for-profit service, contact us. Most
Common Solutions: not sure 20 reports take it to the dealer to fix 16 reports remove with
specialty tool 9 reports give Ford owners access to the special wrench 2 reports replace
sparkplugs 2 reports don't change plugs while engine is still hot 1 reports. Find something
helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Helpful
websites No one has added a helpful site for this F problem yet. Be the first! Find a good Ford
mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free service from
CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Comment Disabled Add Complaint. Search
CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:. The Ford 5. Given the
former DIY action, you probably found the plugs can break in the cylinder heads. The spark
plugs in these engines were a new-style plug with an extended electrode tip. They were used in
the Ford 5. The relatively long spark plugs have an extended electrode and metal spark plug tip
on the lower portion. Over time, carbon accumulates here and can cause the spark plug tip to
stick in the cylinder head. Many of these plugs can seemingly be removed without breaking
them, but one never knows until you try to remove them. The longer the plugs are left in the
engine, the more troublesome they may be to remove, and possibly more likely to break off.
There are numerous theories on how best to remove the plugs to have the least risk of breaking
them. Pre-cleaning the cylinder head carbon with injector cleaner run through the gas tank is
easy and may provide some help. We turned each plug one-quarter turn and then soaked the
plug wells overnight with some penetrating oil. The next day we slowly turned each plug out
with a hand ratchet. Even taking pre-clean and soak precautions, and working the plugs slowly,
we managed to break five of the eight plugs and had to use a Lilse spark plug removal tool to
complete the removal of the broken plug tips. The tool worked great, but total time to do the job
on our engine was about four hours. Close Ad. Forums Photos Industry Videos. Jay Kopycinski
Photographer, Writer. Share on Facebook Share on Twitter. While a lot of people talk about
spark plugs, not many realize their importance. That is why proper maintenance is extremely
important. However, after a point of time, you may have to replace your spark plugs completely.
This may be due to multiple reasons, but the most common one is age. They may succumb to
wear and tear and may not be able to provide you with the same performance as they once did.
It is quite easy to purchase spark plugs today, thanks to Amazon and the beautiful world of
online shopping. The only thing to remember is to filter your search based on your car. If you
are reading this, you are probably looking for the best spark plug for 5. But, note that many
options are versatile and can fit other vehicles as well. The specialty of these spark plugs is that
all of them meet the OEM standards while sometimes, they are said to exceed them to provide
the best to customers. The Autolite Spark Plug is another option you cannot ignore.
Considerably affordable and of the highest quality, you can expect nothing short of the greatest
performance with Autolite. This is another excellent option from Motorcraft with raving reviews
from all its users. You can buy these plugs in sets of 4, 8, or 10 based on your preferences.
They are also versatile and compatible with a wide range of vehicles. So, we advise you to
check the list of vehicles they are recommended for and then take a call. We are now going to
look through its features:. If you need an ignition coil as well as a spark plug, we recommend
that you choose this set. It is a set of 8 and is a value-for-money product. Champion Spark
Plugs are probably the most popular options, and even though they are receiving tough
competition from others such as Motor craft, the vintage spark plugs have managed to stay

among the top. You cannot go wrong with the Champion Spark Plugs pack, which has
specifically been designed for Ford 5. What are the features? Read on! This is another excellent
option of spark plugs from Motorcraft. It is reliable, trustworthy, and comes with multiple
features that you are sure to love. Below are a few:. Autolite has always been among the leaders
when it comes to good spark plugs. It is one of the top choices among 5. We, of course,
recommend buying the set of 8 and replacing all your spark plugs at the same time. Since there
are so many options in the market today, it is easy to get confused and wonder which ones to
go for. This guide will help you in that regard by helping you choose based on various
parameters. Ple
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ase continue reading:. If you are seeing no problems, you should replace the plugs at , miles.
Before you reach this number, if you experience any problems such as frequent misfires, rough
handling, poor fuel economy, etc. It has 8 spark plugs that should ideally be replaced together.
Yes, the iridium spark plugs come pre-gapped. Most of the others are also pre-gapped these
days but it is always a good idea to check before purchasing. You can use fuel injector cleaner
or any similar quick-dry cleaner to clean your spark plugs. Now that you have the best options
with multiple features, we think it will be easy for you to pick out your favorite. Comment now!
Your email address will not be published. Best Brand. Buy on Amazon. Our Top Pick. Value for
Money. Product No. Spark Plug for 5. Leave a Reply Cancel reply Your email address will not be
published. Check Also. Pulstar Spark Plug review â€” The ultimate spark plug guide August 14,
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