2004 taurus serpentine belt

Last Updated: September 6, References. This article was co-authored by our trained team of
editors and researchers who validated it for accuracy and comprehensiveness. There are 13
references cited in this article, which can be found at the bottom of the page. This article has
been viewed 69, times. Learn more The serpentine belt in most modern vehicles transfers power
from the crank pulley to the various accessories mounted on the engine. A worn or damaged
serpentine belt can fail to adequately transfer the power, leaving your alternator, power
steering, and air conditioning failing to function. If your serpentine belt needs to be replaced, it
can be done using only common hand tools. To replace a serpentine belt, start by locating the
old belt at the front or side of your engine bay. Then, use a wrench to relieve the auto tensioner
so you can pull the belt off of the pulley system. If your vehicle doesn't have an auto tensioner,
look for an alternator bracket and loosen the bolts in it instead. Next, get a new serpentine belt
with the same width and number of ribs as the old one, and route it through the pulley system.
Finally, apply tension to the new belt by tightening the auto tensioner or alternator bracket. To
learn how to tell if an old serpentine belt needs to be replaced, scroll down! Did this summary
help you? Yes No. We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to learn,
adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed enables us to keep providing
high-quality how-to help to people like you. Please consider supporting our work with a
contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in incognito and private browsers.
Please log in with your username or email to continue. No account yet? Create an account. Edit
this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using our site, you agree to our cookie
policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow. Download Article Explore this Article
parts. Related Articles. Article Summary. Part 1 of Pull the hood release inside the cabin of the
vehicle. To access the serpentine belt, you will need to open the hood of the vehicle. The hood
release can usually be found near the door on the driver's side of the vehicle. If you are having
difficulty locating the hood release or safety latch, refer to your owner's manual for guidance.
Disconnect the battery. You should always disconnect your battery before starting an
automotive project. Use the appropriate sized wrench or socket to loosen the nut holding the
black ground cable on the negative terminal of the battery. You will not need to disconnect the
positive terminal. Locate the serpentine belt. Depending on the engine in your vehicle, the
serpentine belt may be located at the front of the engine bay, or it may be along one side. There
may be engine covers in the way, so be prepared to remove them if need be. If you cannot find
your serpentine belt, refer to the service manual for your specific vehicle. Look for signs of
damage or wear on the belt. Once you have located the serpentine belt, inspect it visually for
signs of damage. If the belt is frayed, coming apart, or has marks that indicate that it has been
rubbing on something, it will need to be replaced. It is usually easy to determine if a belt needs
to be replaced, as they tend to crack or lose chunks when they are overworn. If there are signs
of the belt rubbing on something, make sure to identify and repair whatever it was rubbing on to
avoid damaging the new belt. Find the serpentine belt routing diagram. Many cars come with a
sticker in the engine bay that shows exactly how the serpentine belt is supposed to be routed
through the various pulleys on the engine. If your vehicle does not have a sticker, you will need
to find another way to remember how the belt should be run. You can also take a picture of the
existing belt with your cell phone to use as a guide when installing the new one. Part 2 of
Determine if there is a belt tensioner pulley. Depending on the application, your serpentine belt
will either have tension placed on it using a movable bracket or an auto tensioner pulley. This
pulley uses an internal spring to apply consistent pressure to the belt at all times. Refer to your
vehicle's service manual to confirm what type of tensioner your vehicle uses if you aren't sure.
Use a wrench to relieve the auto tensioner. Auto tensioners have either a hole that will fit a half
inch drive ratchet, or a bolt you can use a socket to apply pressure to. Insert the wrench or
place the socket over the bolt on the tensioner and twist it away from the belt to relieve the
tension on it. Be sure to use the right size socket to avoid stripping the bolt head on the
tensioner. Loosen the bolts in the alternator bracket. If your vehicle uses the alternator bracket
to apply tension to the belt, loosen the two bolts that pass through the long eyelets on the
bracket. As you loosen the bolts, the tension on the belt will likely move the alternator toward
the engine and relieve the pressure. Pull the belt off of the pulleys. With the tension relieved
from the belt, pull it off of the pulley that has been placing tension on it, then remove it from the
around the rest of the pulleys on the engine. Part 3 of Compare the new belt to the old one. Look
at the new belt in comparison to the old one to be sure they are the same width and have the
same number of ribs going across the belt horizontally. The old belt may be slightly longer than
the new one due to stretching. Make sure the new belt doesn't show any signs of damage from
the factory or it may tear after you install it. Route the belt through the pulleys. Run the new belt
through the pulleys in exactly the same way the old one was. Refer to the belt diagram in your
vehicle's owner's manual or the picture you took of the belt before removing it to guide you. If

the belt is loose after routing it, it is either the wrong size belt or you've routed it incorrectly.
Apply pressure on the auto tensioner and put the belt over it. Use the same wrench to loosen
the auto tensioner pulley, then pull the belt over it. Once the belt is in place, release the
pressure on the tensioner so it holds the belt in place. Increase the tension on the belt. If your
vehicle does not have an auto tensioner, insert a pry bar or piece of wood between the
alternator and the engine. Run the belt over the alternator pulley, then use the bar to pry the
alternator away from the engine and increase the tension on the belt. Tighten the bolts again as
you apply tension. Be careful not to pry against anything plastic in your engine bay to avoid
breaking anything. It's impossible to say without knowing the year, make, or model of your
vehicle. You should be able to do a search online to find some tips on replacing parts for your
specific vehicle. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 1. Unanswered Questions. What causes a serpentine belt
to shred? Include your email address to get a message when this question is answered. Related
wikiHows How to. How to. More References 4. About This Article. Co-authored by:. Co-authors:
7. Updated: September 6, Categories: Belt Drives. Article Summary X To replace a serpentine
belt, start by locating the old belt at the front or side of your engine bay. Thanks to all authors
for creating a page that has been read 69, times. Did this article help you? Cookies make
wikiHow better. By continuing to use our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Quincy Tha
Billionaire Jun 30, Related Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to receive emails
according to our privacy policy. Follow Us. Start eating vegetarian in 5 days, even if you love
steak. Take the Course. X Help us do more We've been helping billions of people around the
world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Let's do this! A serpentine
belt is called such, because it winds or snakes around different accessories in an engine. The
Ford Taurus has a true serpentine belt, which runs all of the accessories. It is a ribbed belt with
grooves in it. Although Ford recommends checking the belt every 30, miles or 24 months,
according to some documentation, a serpentine belt on a Ford Taurus can last up to , miles.
Find the automatic serpentine belt tensioner. The tensioner pulley has a bolt you will rotate to
release tension on the belt. Rotate the tensioner with your 15mm-wrench. For a OHV engine
types, you'll rotate the tensioner clockwise; for OHC engine types, you'll want to rotate it
counter-clockwise. Use your memory or a belt routing diagram to put the new belt on. Ford
usually includes a belt routing diagram on the fan shroud or elsewhere in the engine
compartment. There also may be one in your owner's documentation. Put the new belt on by
rotating the tensioner again, then slowly release the tensioner to regain tension on the belt.
Make sure the belt is seated correctly on all pulleys and that the ribs on the belt are correctly
lined up with the pulley grooves. Although Ford Taurus serpentine belt setups are generally
similar, this is related to a limited set of model years from to Check your owner's documentation
for your specific model year for the Ford Taurus to see if any items are different. This article
was written by a professional writer, copy edited and fact checked through a multi-point
auditing system, in efforts to ensure our readers only receive the best information. To submit
your questions or ideas, or to simply learn more, see our about us page: link below. Warnings
Although Ford Taurus serpentine belt setups are generally similar, this is related to a limited set
of model years from to Writer Bio This article was written by a professional writer, copy edited
and fact checked through a multi-point auditing system, in efforts to ensure our readers only
receive the best information. Created on: Watch this video to learn how to fix a squeaky,
groaning, or snapped serpentine belt. The experts at 1A Auto show how to replace the belt on
your Ford Taurus. Brought to you by 1AAuto. I'm Mike Green. I'm one of the owners of 1A Auto.
I want to help you save time and money repairing and maintaining your vehicle. The right parts
installed correctly. That's going to save you time and money. Thank you and enjoy the video. In
this video we're going to show you how to remove and replace the serpentine belt on this Ford
Taurus. The specific routing diagram is specific to this Taurus with a 3. Loosen the tensioner
and either slide the belt off or slide it back on. You can see down in here, you can see your
alternator is here. This is an idler pulley that you can easily see. Then down further here this is
your belt tensioner and this is a 15 mm bolt right in the middle of the pulley of the belt
tensioner. You want to take a mm wrench and hook it on there. Then if you're really strong you
can probably pull on that mm wrench and maybe loosen up the belt and maybe you can hook it
on with a little different angle here. Now I'm going to take a larger wrench, okay, and I'm going
to hook it into my 15 mm which gives me more leverage. As I push on this you can see the belt
starts to loosen up. Basically, you want to push the tensioner as far as you can clockwise and
then take your belt and flip it off your alternator. Then release your tensioner slowly. Then you
can basically fish your belt out. It winds all in around. The belt, you want to inspect it. This one
is actually in really good shape. You can see the turnover. There's no cracking. Even on these
ribs. You might see some cracking on the ribs. That's not a big deal. What you really want to do
is look at the outside and see if there's any wear that's visible. This one is in good shape so I'll

put it back on. You usually want to replace your belt every 50, miles or if you see any kind of
wear on it. To get the belt back down in Okay, so here's the belt routing diagram for this Taurus
with the 3 liter. This is specific just to this car or this series of cars. So, you can see how the
belt is supposed to be routed. You can see way down in there you see these little guys sticking
out. That is your AC compressor. So, you want to take the belt and I'm kind of turning it to the
side. Get it in front of that AC compressor and then down and around. I've just kind of stuffed it
sideways down there and now down here you can see the pulley way down there. That's your
crank pulley. So, just carefully put it around that. Then follow your diagram. Put the belt up here
and around the power steering. It goes around the crank pulley and then around the belt
tensioner and around the water pump. Then around your idler pulley and then you take this loop
and pull it back up towards the alternator. It looks like everything is pretty much in place.
There's still quite a bit of tension. Pull on it more. Feel each pulley. Make sure that the belt is on
it pretty well. I've got it pulled up and put my mm wrench down on my tensioner. Want to get it
at about 11 o'clock or 12 o'clock. Put my other wrench on. Pull the tensioner. Bring it up around
the alternator. Make sure it's on the idler and then let the tensioner off. You can just check and
look and make sure it's all routed correctly and we should be all set. We'll reconnect the battery,
start it up and make sure it's not making any strange noise or doesn't look like it is wobbling or
anything. We hope this helps you out. Brought to you by Please feel free to call us toll free,
We're the company that's here for you on the internet and in person. Orders ship same day
when ordered by 2pm ET. Need your part faster? Choose expedited shipping at checkout.
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enthusiasts are here to help. Thousands of how-to auto repair videos specific to year, make and
model guide you step-by-step through your repair. Our how-to videos have helped repair over
million vehicles. Track Order. Free Shipping My Cart. Proceed To Checkout. Video Library.
Share on:. Copy URL. Use a wrench on the belt tensioner to release the serpentine belt. Use
your diagram to figure out the routing. Use your wrench to loosen the belt tensioner and get the
serpentine belt on. Watch video. Wrenches - Metric 8mm Wrench. Shop Products. Serpentine
Belt Gates. Search 1A Auto videos for your car repair. Year Save this video to my 1A Auto
Account. Guaranteed To Fit Providing you the highest quality, direct fit replacement auto parts
enforced to the strictest product standards. USA Customer Support Exceeding customers'
expectations every day, our team of passionate auto enthusiasts are here to help. Instructional
Video Library Thousands of how-to auto repair videos specific to year, make and model guide
you step-by-step through your repair. Terms of Use Privacy Policy. Our mobile mechanics offer
services 7 days a week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified mobile mechanics can
come to your home or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. The belt drives many, and
often all, of the engine accessories such as the alternator, air conditioning compressor, power
steering pump, water pump, and air pump. The serpentine belt is tensioned by a hydraulic or
spring-loaded automatic tensioner. Some older cars use a serpentine belt to drive most
accessories but will also have a shorter v-style belt to drive, for example, the power steering
pump. Should the belt have visible damage, you risk unexpected and sudden breakage that
could potentially leave you stranded. Serpentine belt problems that result in the alternator not
charging may cause the battery to discharge, which will result in loss of electrical power to the
vehicle. Additionally, if a deteriorated belt breaks and that belt drives the water pump, the
engine will overheat in a matter of seconds. Estimate price near me. Service Location.
YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50 point safety
inspection. See availability. When to consider replacing the serpentine belt: Regularly
scheduled maintenance. Typically, belt manufacturers recommend belt replacement at 90,
miles. However, the belt must be inspected for wear or damage at regular intervals prior to this
high mileage. Squealing noise, belt slippage, visible belt damage. Should the belt fail or wear
out prematurely, you may hear noise or you may see visible signs of deterioration such as
missing chunks of rubber, excessive cracking, or a shredded appearance on the edge of the
belt. Battery Light. A loose belt, perhaps caused by a defective tensioner, may not drive the
alternator at adequate speed and thus the battery may discharge, causing the warning light to
illuminate. Engine overheating. Often, the serpentine belt drives the water pump. In those
applications, if the belt breaks the engine will overheat in seconds to minutes. If the belt is
inadequately tensioned, you may notice higher-than-normal engine operating temperature. How
do mechanics replace the serpentine belt? Prior to removing the belt, the mechanic must run
the engine to determine if the idler pulley and the belt tensioner are noise-free. Those rotating
components have grease filled bearings and are subject to wear. In addition, the mechanic will
ensure that all pulleys and accessories are turning in the same plane. These steps help make
sure your new belt will operate trouble-free for its full-service life. The belt tensioner is released,

usually with a wrench or lever, to release the tension from the belt. With the tension off, the belt
slides off the pulleys. All rotating components â€” that is the alternator, air conditioner
compressor, etc. If everything checks out, the new belt is slipped over all of the pulleys while
holding the tensioner away from the belt. Once the belt is centered on all pulleys, the tensioner
is released and the installation is complete. The engine is run to ensure normal operation. Is it
safe to drive with a serpentine belt problem? When replacing the serpentine belt keep in mind:
On many cars, the expected service life of a serpentine belt is around 90, miles. Should the belt
fail well prior to that, a very careful inspection should be performed to check for
out-of-alignment pulleys, a possibly out-of-position crankshaft harmonic balancer on which the
drive pulley is mounted, binding pulleys, or a defective belt tensioner. Attention should always
be given to serpentine belt routing, since proper routing is critical to proper belt tension, and
function of the driven components. Sometimes it is difficult to distinguish serpentine belt
related noise from other engine noises. In these cases, a mechanic will determine the origin of
the noise by momentarily running the engine without the serpentine belt attached.
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great. He is fantastic. Will definitely use William again for any car repairs. How can we help?
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