2006 pontiac vibe radio replacement

Quick links. One of the lights that back-lights the radio display was out when I bought the car
miles on it. A second display light has now failed. I cannot read the display during the day. The
radio works fine. Anyone know how to replace the lights? Is it covered by the warranty? I have
not have mine apart but I have on another GM car of mine and have heard this from others. I
would drive it in and talk to the service dept before just dropping the car off, that way they can
tell you yes or no. I knew about the radio backlight problem when I bought the car, but the price
was too good for the radio to be a deal breaker. The car just tipped over 71K miles so I'm
thinking the warranty has timed out, but I guess you never know until you ask. I know that I
don't want to pay for a new radio. My '06 went out just out of warranty. I could look into a used
radio from a salvage yard, but I could never be sure if what I'm buying is good until I power it up
in the dash. If the car is still under warranty, the radio should be also. A dealer will replace the
radio, and send your original one back, so if you go to get it replaced under warranty, be sure to
eject the CD or you may never see it again. If you are out of warranty, there are usually some
low cost units on ebay. Swapping a radio is pretty easy, it is covered in a number of other
threads, but it's basically pull off the trim piece, disconnect the wires on it, then the radio is held
in place with four 10mm screws, pull it out, and disconnect the wires off the back and a wire tie
from one of the brackets If you decide you want to replace the lights inside by yourself instead
of replacing the whole radio, then first you have to pull the radio out. Once you have the radio
out of the car, move to a good work area where you won't lose any screws or other parts. The
first step to disassembling the radio is to pull the two rotary knobs off. Just grab and pull. You
do not have the required permissions to view the files attached to this post. Last edited by
joatmon on Fri May 24, pm, edited 1 time in total. There are four places where you have to budge
the cover over a bump. The one on the side closest to the front can be harder because of the
mounting bracket. I've taken apart a Vibe cd unit no tape deck, and the rest applies 3-tape.
Remove these two by gently pulling up the wires to remove the connectors from the
motherboard. The connectors are different sizes, so you can't get them crossed when you put it
back together. You can see in the picture that there are two holes in the chassis front, one wire
bundle comes through each hole. To separate the faceplate from the chassis, you have to gently
pry one a little while pulling the face plate gently, then move on to the next tab, work your way
around as you inch the tabs over the bumps, sooner or later you'll get all 8 freed up at the same
time and can pull the face plate off. You definitely want to be careful prying the tabs, you do not
want to break them. Just lift them a little, while pulling on the face plate. I guess you might be
able to use eight toothpicks or some such thing, wedge one under each clip, but I didn't do that
5-tabs. Last edited by joatmon on Fri May 24, pm, edited 2 times in total. There are five small
screws on the back of the circuit board that hold the two parts together. Remove the five
screws, but when you go to separate the two, have the face plate down, or else all the buttons
will fall out of the face plate. On mine a couple of the little white bulbs along the bottom row are
burned out, but I'm not sure what bulb to put in there. In the previous picture you can see a
metal housing around the LCD, it has six tabs that fit through the circuit board and are bent to
lock them in place. In order to remove the LCD to access the backlight bulbs, you have to
straighten the six tabs as best as possible. They have to be straight enough to slide through the
small slots int he circuit board. Once you have the tabs bent straight, you have to pry the LCD
and metal cover off, pulling these six metal tabs through the circuit board, so the better you can
straighten them, the easier it will be. I used a pair of needle nose pliers. This pic shows the back
of the circuit board small with a red box on it, and below that is a larger view of the area in the
red box, with the six tabs indicated 8-tabs. Do it in little steps, working around. This pic shows
the front of the circuit board, after the LCD has been removed. There are three bulbs, each
soldered to the circuit board. The bulbs themselves are clear glass, but each has a tiny white
rubber condom over it. Mine has a small amount of heat discoloration on the circuit board
around the bulbs. I'm not used to working on circuit boards so my next question concerns the
actual replacement of the LCD bulbs. Do I cut off the burned out bulb s and solder the
replacement s on? I unsoldered the bulbs and soldered new ones into the circuit board, but you
could cut the glass off the old bulbs, leaving enough wire to tack solder the new bulbs in place.
I think that soldering the bulbs into the circuit board is stronger mechanically but the bulbs are
pretty light. If you cut the wires off and tack solder the new bulbs in place, then at some point
later you find that one of them has broken loose, you can resolder them easily enough, or
maybe then try to solder them directly into the boards. But if you don't have the right tools and
booger up the circuit board , then you're kinda screwed. So if you feel more comfortable leaving
the wires and sodlering bulbs to them, then go for it. In the pic above showing the bulbs, it also
shows the back of the LCD mount, which has three rectangular holes, one for each bulb.
However you attach the bulbs, they have to fit in those holesAlso, if you are careful, after you've
soldered on the new bulbs, but before you screw the circuit board back on to the plastic

faceplate, you can connect up the two wire bundles to the mother board, plug it back in to the
car, and turn it on to verify that the new lights light up. Just be careful not to short anything out.
I just added this to the great Maint. How-To Index! I'm going to look around e-bay for a used
radio and see what I come up with before launching into major surgery. Thanks again!! I found
the best solution at corvetteradios. They sell complete bulb kits for many non-corvette radios.
All bulbs must be replaced at the same time. They have step-by-step instructions on their
website. It's a wonderful thingMomma always said "Help that is not helpful, is no help at all".
Worked great thanks. Worked great thanks Digger:Were did you find replacement bulbs? What
were they? I used the "74" bulbs referenced above. Autozone had them on diplay rack. At Napa,
they sell them "loose" and you have to ask at the counter. I used one bulb smaller bulbs from
radio shack in the center position. I had both. My plan was to change the smaller one if too dim
or the two bigger ones if too bright. If I ever need to replace one of the other bulbs I will switch
the smaller bulb to a First half of a boring pro football game. I just installed new "74" bulbs.
Your instructions were quite helpful. This will keep all of the buttons in place on the faceplate.
No big deal to replace them but just makes it easier in the reassembly. They are 1. There was
also an in between 37, I think, that was 1. Anyway, the 73 is plenty bright and the 1. I did not like
the brown heat spots on the white of the reflective board that the other bulbs caused. They were
using 2 each 3V button batteries so I figured they used a 6V bias. I placed to together for each
12V solder connection. It must have been too much because two burned up. So I took them
back out and did the bulbs. I did come across something that may work very well on eBay. A
dome light replacement built of LED's. It is about 15mm x 30 mm and is prewired for 12V. It
should fit perfectly behind the display, not generate any heat and last as long as the car. I just
could not see sending my money to china - all these LED kits seem to come from China. They
say 6. I hope they last. They work great right now. Thanks for the step by step my wife loves her
stereo again. Let me know if you think the bulbs wont last. They barely fit, so I wouldn't
recommend them, as they barely fit inside of the lcd screen area. Thanks again. I used the they
seem to be about the right brightness maybe slightly brighter. It's hard to compare as I was
black so long. I'm used to working with electronics and am pretty handy with a soldering iron,
so I don't think it's a case of bad workmanship. I am confused about what color to get. I am an
OK backyard tech. Her car took one bulb for the display. I used a 12v 60mA bulb from Radio
Shack. They come two to a package My vibe had two bulbs out. I replaced all three with these
radio shack bulbs. Pic of final: Attached files. Only 1 of my 3 bulbs is out but i'm gonna replace
them all on my radio, its annoying not being able to see the first 2 digits of the time of day lol.
Heres a pic of how it looks now! Attached files. Anyone know what may be causing this problem
with the display now? Maybe try reseating the LCD module against the circuit card? Yeah, think
I'll try that tomorrow. Still, mine has been black for so long, I'm just happy with what I've go now
My left and right bulb went out a couple of days ago, and I thought that I was out of luck. I
actually like the stock radio. Now I know how to fix it, though some consensus on which bulb to
use would be nice. Thanks in advance for the great instructions. It went exactly as described took me a couple of hours but I was very careful and took lunch. I didn't want to take chances
with off-spec bulbs so I ordered the bulbs from Bulbtown. I ordered 5 bulbs so I could replace
all 3 and screw up a couple times which I usually do but didn't this time. These bulbs are very
precisely the same size so I very carefully rolled back the little white "condoms" and put them
on the new bulbs. The wires are thinner but that makes it easier to position them. I used a watt
soldering gun with no problem. One area of caution. When you remove the mounting screws
that hold the radio in there is a possibility you might drop a screw down into the bowels of the
instrument panel. I had a neat idea to take a little square of paper towel, fold it double thick, and
place it over the 10mm socket. Then I wrapped a little rubber band around it to hold it in place.
When you press this onto the lower left and right screws the paper towel will compress and
hold them into the socket long enough for you to pull them out. I continue to be amazed at what
you can find on the Internet. I put up with a half-black screen on my radio for months and just
on a whim one day did a Google search for "Vibe radio lights" and came across this thread. Just
amazing! And thanks again for the time and effort for joatmon who originally posted this
technique. Very detailed with good pictures. Thank you, thank you, thank you. Jerry in KC. Just
recently all my lights went out so I bought some sylvania 73 bulbs and attempted to do the fix
again. Put the stereo back in and everything worked for about 2 minutes then black. Any ideas?
Is there a fuse? Maybe a short somewhere? Join us on Facebook! We are very active, and have
decals! Everything You Need to Know about the Vibe. The installation was easy - easier then
soldering in new bulbs anyway. Works fine and has a little plastic shelf to make up for the
oversized face that the factory model had. I'll be changing these in the near future and hope that
it fixes it. Your explanations and posted pictures made tearing apart the radio a lot of fun. It was
really not hard to do. My biggest problem was using the soldering iron and electrical solder. It

did not look real pretty but it worked. Getting the old bulbs out took a little time. The "74" bulbs
work extremely well. I replaced all three bulbs. Thanks again for your help. Without your step by
step instructions I don't think I would have tackled a job like this. It really was quite easy. Looks
great. I cut the old bulbs off right when the wire leave the glass. The old wire is much stronger
than the wires on the new bulbs. Made is real easy to locate the new bulbs in the same location
as the old. I did create a small jig to hold the bulbs while soldering. A piece of cardboard with 2
parallel toothpicks used 1 toothpick broken in 2. The 2 glued toothpicks were gapped so that
they created a craddle for the bulb so that I could keep the bulb steady and the leads level. I put
the bulb between the toothpicks, set the craddle and bulb on the circuit board, put it where the
leads were touching the old wires, and soldered without a problem. Thanks for providing the
info. Made this radio fix very easy. The flashing red led is just pretending to be some sort of
theft deterrent. Reliability indicates how models have performed in the past, providing the basis
for predicting how the vehicles will hold up in the year ahead. These charts provide the most
comprehensive reliability information available to consumers. Based on information received
from our latest subscriber survey, our reliability history charts give you a rundown on how used
vehicles are holding up in 17 potential trouble spots, ranging from the engine, transmission,
and brakes to power equipment and the electrical system. Learn more about car Reliability. The
Reliability score is based on our latest subscriber survey of Pontiac Vibe owners. The owner
comments describe problems respondents experienced with this vehicle. Muffler, pipes,
catalytic converter, exhaust manifold, leaks. I would say I got alot of mileage from it, especially
when I hear other people are lucky to get from theirs". Confirmed by dealer". Typical problem
for a car driven in the northeastern US during the winter. Then I started to smell exhaust in the
car when idling at lights. Got to the point of having to drive with the windows open until I could
get it fixed. The repair people said it was a cracked manifold. They replaced it and the problem
was gone. I was told that rust makes it difficult for it to stay securely in place. Considering the
vehicle is 14 yrs old and the exhaust system lasted that long I can not complain. Not original
equipment". I'm still fully comfortable with the reliability of this car. They failed because I never
had the correct pipes installed by the muffler shop. The car had , miles on it at the time". Other
than that, car runs fine". Told at dealer that it needed a new compressor, which I then had them
install. It's inconvenient because Virginia is very hot in the summer. Both fixes were relatively
simple, but cost a few hundred dollars". Happened during cold conditions and made it hard to
operate with the windows frosting on the inside. Not worth trying to fix it. Otherwise car is
dependable. Antilock system ABS , parking brake, master cylinder, calipers, rotors, pulsation or
vibration, squeaking, brake failure or wear. I replaced it myself with a rebuilt caliper from
AutoZone. This was the first time I had to spend money for anything other than maintenance; at
nearly K miles! Ebrake cable needed to be adjusted. Alternator belt was cracked from old age.
Paint fading, chalking, cracking, or peeling , loose interior and exterior trim or moldings, rust. I
think the primer is failing. Taking to dealer". I think the primer is failing, it just started in last 6
mo's. The hood is rusting where paint chipped off". The car runs good but the gas mileage has
gone down. Not sure if this causes any problem to vehicle and have not addressed it". Check
engine light comes on due to poor seal. Well known problem with these engines. Trouble code
P71 as I recall. Drives and runs ok so I left it unfixed. The third sensor so I said to leave it
unfixed". Dealer told me the sensor was faulty and replaced it". Alternator, starter, hybrid
battery and related systems, regular battery, battery cables, engine harness, coil, ignition
switch, electronic ignition, distributor or rotor failure, spark plugs and wires failure. The
backlighting for the radio has failed. Would correct it self after bumping accelerator. Correction
was made by replacing a pcm UNIT. Needed to replace the entire display panel to remedy the
problem". Bluetooth , voice control commands, steering wheel controls, portable music device
interface e. But this is the first year it's done that so I can't complain". The clock went dark. I
know I've had it forever, but it's not replaceable at any kind of reasonable cost. There's a
YouTube hack because it's a common problem, but I'm too old and too tired to even attempt
that. I'll stick a cheapie digital clock on the dash before I'd do that". The light on the clock no
longer works at all. Accessory belts and pulleys, engine computer, engine mounts, engine
knock or ping, oil leaks. Recall PCM". Engine was not lost though, amazingly, and have since
this event driven it across country. Power or manual windows, locks and latches, tailgate, hatch
or trunk, doors or sliding doors, mirrors, seat controls, safety belts, sunroof, convertible top.
First replacement found at a wrecking yard. It's still broken". Shops charge to fix. I did it without
removing the dash and took apart the actuator and rotated the gear 90 degrees to fix. Common
failure". Very common problem reported. Understood before I purchased". It sounds like it will
break, but it hasn't yet". Shocks or struts, ball joints, tie rods, wheel bearings, alignment,
steering linkage includes rack and pinion , power steering pumps and hoses, leaks , wheel
balance, springs or torsion bars, bushings, electronic or air suspension. I changed both front

shocks". Bearing replaced. Cruise control, clock, warning lights, body control module, keyless
entry, wiper motor or washer, tire pressure monitor, interior or exterior lights, horn, gauges, 12V
power plug, remote engine start, alarm or security system. Even with new one, problem of dead
battery persists, so it's in the shop right now being checked out". Replaced battery, but same
issue. Replaced alternator, same issue. Currently at the shop getting looked at. Other than that,
no complaints - love this car! Not bad for a 12 year old car at , miles. Gear selector or linkage,
leaks, transmission computer, transmission sensor or solenoid, clutch adjustment, rough
shifting, slipping transmission. It's been going on for several years". The problem is never
actively happening when it goes to the shop, so they can't verify which part is causing the
problem It's not a ton of water--just a slight drip, but it's noticeable and needs to be fixed".
Known issue and no one has found a fix apparently". I thought about it an realized that I am
hearing a clicking sound from that area on a sharp turn. I am in the process of seeking the best
price for replacing the right shaft assembly. Needs replacing. Transmission rebuild or
replacement, torque converter, clutch replacement. On the way back home the same day
another 2. I noticed that the RPM's seemed to be a little higher than usual after the light came
on. I drove to the next exit maybe 5 miles and then searched and found an autozone. They
plugged their computer thing into the car and said it was a code for the torque converter. He
said it would probably be okay to drive home just drive slow and carefully, and get it checked by
a mechanic asap. I drove it another 2 hours carefully. The next day I took it to my mechanic. He
said it was the death code and that it was probably going to cost as much to fix it as the car was
worth, said I could prob get another 10k miles on it. I've been driving it ever since with no
problems, in town. Not sure what's left but I'm going to drive it until the wheels fall off.
Otherwise, it's been a great car, no problems whatsoever. I'd buy another one. Engine rebuild or
replacement, cylinder head, head gasket, turbo or supercharger, timing chain or timing belt.
Radiator, cooling fan, antifreeze leaks, water pump, thermostat, overheating. Reactivate now to
get the information you were looking for! If you feel you have received this message in error,
please view our customer care FAQs or access your account information here. Sign In. Become
a Member. Remember Me. Not a member? Need further assistance? Please call Member
Services at Unlock Ratings. Used Pontiac Vibe Change Vehicle. The Pontiac Vibe's compact
dimensions, versatile interior, and good fuel economy make it a handy, nimble, economical
runabout. However, a flawed driving position and a boomy engine detract. There are 5 recalls on
this vehicle. Learn More. Overall Reliability. Most Common Trouble Spots. Common Trouble
Spot. See all Potential Trouble Spots. View Recalls. Worse Better. Overall Reliability Verdict.
Engine Major. Engine Minor. Engine Cooling. Transmission Major. Transmission Minor. Drive
System. Fuel System. Electric System. Climate System. Body Integrity. Body Hardware. Power
Equipment. In-car Electronics. Show More Trouble Spots. Show Fewer Trouble Spots. Based on
information received from our latest subscriber survey for about , vehicles, our reliability
history charts give you a rundown on how through vehicles are holding up in 17 potential
trouble spots, ranging from the engine, transmission, and brakes to power equipment and the
electrical system. NA indicates that we did not receive a large enough sample size to provide
data for a specific year. An X indicates that the vehicle was not manufactured for a specific year.
What Owners Say. Catalytic converter "The catalytic converter last miles in a region that see
alot of road salt. I would say I got alot of mileage from it, especially when I hear other people are
lucky to get from theirs" Anonymous, NY Pontiac Vibe Base 1. Confirmed by dealer" Jim R.
Other than that, car runs fine" Jo F. Both fixes were relatively simple, but cost a few hundred
dollars" Thomas T. Calipers "The caliper in the left front wheel began to stick a couple of weeks
ago. Loose exterior trim or moldings "The logo has fallen off, and I had to glue it back on, but
the car was previously wrecked" Anonymous, WA Pontiac Vibe Base 1. Taking to dealer" Barry
Z. The hood is rusting where paint chipped off" Barry Z. Not sure if this causes any problem to
vehicle and have not addressed it" Steven B. Needed to replace the entire display panel to
remedy the problem" Anonymous, Pontiac Vibe Base 1. CD player "It skips. But this is the first
year it's done that so I can't complain" Robert G. I'll stick a cheapie digital clock on the dash
before I'd do that" Robert G. Accessory belts or pulleys "Alternator belt cracked from old age"
Lawrence S. Doors or sliding doors "The driver's side door check broke, in half, twice. Common
failure" Travis G. Understood before I purchased" Travis G. Shocks or struts "Were worn and
needed to be replaced, which is expected given the vehicle's mileage and age" Anonymous, TN
Pontiac Vibe Base 1. I changed both front shocks" Jocelin G. Alternator "We swapped out the
alternator as a precaution for a recurring dead battery. Even with new one, problem of dead
battery persists, so it's in the shop right now being checked out" Anonymous, NY Pontiac Vibe
1. Air or water leaks "I've had a slight water leak by the front passenger seat. It's not a ton of
water--just a slight drip, but it's noticeable and needs to be fixed" Thomas T. Known issue and
no one has found a fix apparently" James M. CV joint "I was replacing brake pads and rotors

and noticed that the outer boot for the right CV joint was ripped all the way around. Clutch
replacement "Clutch gave out completely while on a cross country trip; left from the west coast
and broke down in Iowa" Michael L. See All Trouble Spots. Compare Models. Similar Cars. BMW
3 Series. Pontiac Vibe. Toyota Matrix. This score shows whether the model had more or fewer
problems overall than the average model of that year, calculated from the total number of
problems reported by subscribers in all 17 trouble spots. An improperly inflated air bag
increases the risk of injury during a crash. Read Recall Details. The air bag may not unfold as
designed during inflation under high temperature conditions, possibly resulting in the air bag
not inflating properly. What should you do:. Toyota will notify their owners. Pontiac Vibe owners
will be notified by GM. Dealers will replace the front passenger air bag assembly or
sub-assembly, free of charge. Toyota owners may contact Toyota customer service at Toyota's
numbers for this recall are K1Q and K0Q. Pontiac owners may contact GM customer service at
GM's number for this recall is N Potential Number of Units Affected: Hide Recall Details. An
inflator explosion may result in sharp metal fragments striking the driver or other occupants
resulting in serious injury or death. These vehicles are equipped with certain air bag inflators
assembled as part of the passenger frontal air bag modules used as original equipment or
replacement equipment. In the event of a crash necessitating deployment of the passenger
frontal air bag, these inflators may explode due to propellant degradation. Toyota will notify the
Toyota and Lexus owners. General Motors will notify the Pontiac Vibe owners. Depending on
the vehicle model, dealers will replace the front passenger air bag inflator with an alternate
inflator, or replace the air bag assembly that includes an alternate inflator, free of charge. The
recall began January 23, Owners may contact Toyota customer service at , Lexus customer
service at or Pontiac customer service at Note: This recall includes vehicles that have had their
air bag previously replaced under an earlier air bag campaign. In the event of a crash
necessitating deployment of the passenger's frontal air bag, the inflator could rupture with
metal fragments striking the vehicle occupants potentially resulting in serious injury or death.
On June 16, Toyota expanded the recall to cover an additional , vehicles, including certain
model year Lexus SC, Toyota Sequoia, Toyota Corolla Matrix, Toyota Corolla, Pontiac Vibe, and
Toyota Tundra vehicles, as well the vehicles covered by the May 13, notification in the portions
of Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas that were not previously included. The
inflators in the front passenger air bags are susceptible to rupture in the event of a crash
necessitating the deployment of the front passenger air bag. Dealers will replace the passenger
side front air bag, free of charge. Owners may contact Toyota customer service at Toyota began
the recall on July 13, Pontiac Vibe owners may contact GM at GM began the recall on June 29,
For vehicles located in the U. On June 16, , Toyota expanded the recall to include an additional
1,, vehicles, including model year and Sequoia, Tundra, Corolla, Corolla Matrix, Pontiac Vibe
and Lexus SC vehicles. This is to address a safety defect in the passenger side frontal air bag
inflator which may produce excessive internal pressure causing the inflator to rupture upon
deployment of the air bag. This recall addresses both the passenger side frontal air bags that
were originally installed in the vehicles, as well as replacement air bags that may have been
installed as replacement service parts. A replacement air bag may have been installed, as one
example, if a vehicle had been in a crash necessitating the replacement of the passenger side
frontal air bag. Dealers will replace the front passenger air bag. The recall began on July 13,
Pontiac owners may call IS Show More. Check Vehicle for Unrepaired Recalls. Recall Look-up.
Change Vehicle. Ready to Shop Local Inventory? Select Another Vehicle. More From Consumer
Reports. Make a Donation Newsletters Give a Gift. You no longer have digital access to ratings
and reviews. Autos helped make these videos. The video above shows how to replace blown
fuses in the interior fuse box of your Pontiac Vibe in addition to the fuse panel diagram location.
Electrical components such as your map light, radio, heated seats, high beams, power windows
all have fuses and if they suddenly stop working, chances are you have a fuse that has blown
out. If your Vibe is experiencing electrical problems, you should always check the fuses first,
because they are relatively easy to check and cheap to change. Some Pontiacs have multiple
interior fuse boxes including in the trunk - the video above will show you where the interior fuse
box of your Vibe is located. If your Vibe has many options like a sunroof, navigation, heated
seats, etc, the more fuses it has. Some components may have multiple fuses, so make sure you
check all of the fuses that are linked to the component in question. If you need to replace a
blown fuse in your Vibe, make sure you replace it with one that has the same amperage as the
blown fuse. If checking and replacing the fuse for the component in question doesn't work, we
recommend seeking assistance from a trusted professional mechanic. They should be able to
figure out if the component needs to be replaced or if there is a short or some other problem
with your Vibe. Hans Angermeier has produced over , videos showing drivers how to fix things
on their cars. He has broad expertise on basic repair procedures covering the majority of cars

on the road. If your car is leaking a small amount of power steering fluid - see this video on how
to fix the leak. Car companies often use the same engines in different cars. They also slightly
alter the styling and sell the same car by two different names amongst other tricks to help offset
development costs. Our system selects the most applicable video for your car based, in part, on
these characteristics. The video displayed may not look exactly like your car, but may be
relevant enough for you to get a good idea how to do it. Getting Started - Prepare for the repair.
Share on. Full list of part and tools. Author Hans Angermeier has produced over , videos
showing drivers how to fix things on their cars. Quick fix for minor power steering fluid leaks.
Checking coolant hoses. Coolant hoses wear out over time and need to be replaced - check 'em
early and often. Checking the windshield washer fluid. There's no reason to check the washer
fluid level without adding some - see how to do it here! Change an engine fuse. If you have an
electrical component that doesn't work, try replacing the fuse first. See all videos for the
Pontiac Vibe. We have a massive and growing video library, but we don't have everything I
bought my Vibe new back in early ' She yes, it's a girl -- with her own name just turned the
corner and has safely and efficiently taken me over , miles. Can't rave enough about fuel
economy. I noticed a past reviewer commented on very poor handling in Midwest winter snows.
I'd like to chime in on that and say mine was quite the Opposite. I hope I don't jinx everything by
updating my Review. But here goes. My Vibe will turn 14 in the fall, and I now have just over ,
miles on it. It's a terrifically reliable vehicle, and I would recommend buying it as a used car. The
vehicle sits higher than a sedan which makes getting in and out a breeze. The seats are
comfortable and this includes the backseat which has plenty of cushion and leg room, not to
mention ceiling height. Someone over 6' tall is fine sitting in the backseat. With the pull of a
lever the seat backs flatten out the entire cargo area. It's amazing how much of a load you can
get into this car. Vibe design excels in achieving a flat cargo space. It's so much easier to slide
cargo in and out when not negotiating height differences many of the other vehicles have. In
addition the front passenger seat folds down and gives 8 feet of interior length. Currently I have
a 7ft ladder inside the vehicle I am taking to a job.. The rear window will also open when you
need to transport all those boards with the fluttering red flag. Gas mileage is still great. I
average 30 MPG, but can get up to 33 with more freeway driving, or after an oil change and the
tire pressure restored. My repairs up to this point have only been routine maintenance.
Batteries, oil changes, tires. Only my satellite radio's digital dial has faded. It still works I just
can't see the station numbers. But the presets are still intact. The paint has taken a beating from
a lot of bad road conditions but despite the numerous nicks, the original paint has never faded
or peeled, and this car has never been housed in a garage. I'll keep you posted how much
longer I have it, but at this point I still love my Vibe. I agree with Edumonds it is sluggish, but 32
mpg city is a definate advantage. The seating is comfortable, road noise is average. It is fun to
drive but it's not a sports car. GOV and have it replaced if yours is recalled! The recall will cover
replacing the PCM, labor, and towing to a GM dealer, but it does not cover a loaner vehicle. The
dealer is very confident about the reliablity of this vehicle, this is the only issue they have with
this vehicle. This is by far the best car we've ever owned. Only repairs have been brakes,
battery, serpentine belt, wiper blades and tires. Regular maintenance important, done with
tranny fluid at each 50k, plugs at each k, same with coolant. Oil and filter every 5k. Almost 10
years and this car is still going. Hope to get k then it's time to retire the Vibe I have owned my
Vibe since buying it off the lot in Over , miles and it is still averaging Replaced the manual
clutch due to some slippage at , miles, well beyond what most people would have thought a
clutch would last. The alternator died at , miles. Those are the only major breakdowns. Still love
the fact that it came with a v wall outlet style plug in the console! Can use the same cellphone
charger in the house as in the car. I can't believe theses don't come standard on all vehicles.
Just drove miles at 5 mph above the speed limit and got Popular searches. My notifications My
Account. More about the Vibe. View Photos. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Filter
by: All ratings 5 stars 4 stars 3 stars 2 stars 1 star. A Great Car Through The Years! Best Car
We've ever owned! Still high mpg! Items per page:. Write a review See all Vibes for sale.
Sponsored cars related to the Vibe. Sign Up. It looks like you're new here. If you want to get
involved, click one of these buttons! Howdy, Stranger! Sign in or Register. On Edmunds. Visit
Edmunds How-To Guides. Service Centers in. Browse Forums by:. What Edmunds Says Pros.
August in Pontiac. CapeCod Posts: October Is it just mine or is there a huge volume difference
when you switch between the CD player and the FM radio! Radio is way louder at same
setting??? Also, does anyone else think the antenna is a bit weak??? I seem to lose signal
sooner than with past vehicles. Signal seems to fluctuate more???? Does anyone have a trick
for adding some light to the wiper, and cruise control sticks? The shape of the dash really
blocks the light at night! Has anyone had experience with the Vibe in the snow???? November
The factory left no add on option I tried using FM broadcasting wireless system setting fm

channel to Yes, mchale I have discovered the same problem. Someone at the genvibe forum
suggested that the input is somewhere in the wiring harness of the stereo. I haven't
substantiated this but it could make sense. I'm disappointed that the Aux input was labelled put
the input never physically executed at the factory. There must be some sort of explanation. If I
find out more, I will be more than happy to share the information. December Has anyone looked
into getting an aftermarket stereo installed in their Vibe? Is this total crap? May I'm a proud new
owner of a shadow gt. Pretty spunky car, lots of complements. I wrecked my spyder gst, so I
thought I would join you guys here. Need some advice, I have the moons and tunes package.
The single CD player is pretty particular, aka it skips more than it should. I know some of my
CD's are worn, but not that badly. Anyone else have problems with the CD player? I know I read
some posts about that, and some people had their stereos replaced for free, over in the Toyota
forum. Not sure if Pontiac would do this, but try searching for CD problems back a ways in both
threads. It is not an unheard-of problem. I had my cd player replaced at the end of February-no
charge-because of skipping problems. June Thanks for the feedback folks. One more question
that I was unable to find an answer to on the Vibe web site: does the stereo in the Moon and
Tunes package include a CD player? For inquiring minds A company named PIE Or otherwise
get a professional to do it! I bought the unit on ebay but did not get the cable. The Factory nav
works great, but have been unable to find the cable. I have tried local Pontiac and Toyota
dealers with no luck. Have a Vibe bought June I did not know these radios were "disposable". In
the meantime has anyone done aftermarket and how is the fit? Any ideas? July Did you have
any luck finding aftermarket? Did you get any assistance from Pontiac? Bogus isn't the word I
would choose for this situation. Installation is easy, truly about a 5 minute job. Yes the radio is a
real junk, plays ok but display problems for me twice. Never thoroughly shopped replacement
yet but doubt you'll find anything that fits like factory. As for Pontiac customer service. I cannot
express my disappointment. I e-mail them every week and all I get is that my mail will be
forwared to my guy. No wonder GM is going down the tubes. Logon on to Ebay do a search for
Pontiac Vibe. There are 4 or 5 radios for sale. August I just bought a used Vibe from Enterprise
Used Cars sales. I'm very happy with it, but I can't insert a CD into my single-disc player. I used
an older CD as a test to try to get it in, once it wouldn't take a new one of mine. It scratches the
CD and I have to force it in, and it only goes in half-way. Had 2 die in 3 years. GM junk. Unrelated
question. What was the fix and how to go about it. The problem: the cable underneath the dash
needs to be adjusted. I did it myself. It is viewable from the passenger side. Simply get down
low and look for the moving wheel and cable as you turn the temperature dial on the dash. If
you see that there is a small amount of space that the wheel can travel despite the dash dial
turned all the way to cold, simply remove the cable, turn the dial under the dash to the end
point, and reinsert the cable. It worked on my car. September Update: 1. Thank you 2. Finally
offically heard from Pontiac about the junk radios. Apparently GM does not think 3 radios in 3
years is excessive and as such will not replace the junk electronics, note that is about the only
part of the car that is GM. Love the Vibe, miles and only brakes very recently and tires but like I
told the Pontiac woman, this will be my last GM car. They will not stand behind their junk.
Jasonvibe, Not sure what you're asking. After a bit the display started to go out. The GM radios
are junk. When the engine is cold, you crank, and it fires right up. When it is "warm" i. Someone
else way back in like mentioned the same thing. My radio in my Vibe is going down the tubes.
The PLL is going bad and it keeps loosing the stations. How is the radio hooked up? Does it
have a separate W amp or is it all in the one unit? I want to replace the unit with something else
than the original radio. If the W amp is separate, I would like to hook a new radio to it. I
understand that the passenger seat can be laid flat and pushed up to glove box to give a work
surface next to the driver to put a laptop or whatever, what is the size of this surface, I want to
see if my laptop could sit in it nicely. I got the surface measurement 12x13 thanks, it fits my
laptop facing to the bank, which is fine. I would like to attach an MP3 player, preferably without
an FM transmitter. I recently came home with an '06 vibe. When I test drove the car, I thought it
had 2 12 volt plug-ins, one in the dash, and one in the center console storage box. To my
surprise when I went to plug-in to the console storage box, it was only a rubber plug, with no
outlet. I can stick my finger in and feel only the hole. Does everyone else have one? Did the
factory just forget to put the outlet in? Is it an option? Any feedback to this forum or my email is
appreciated. I noticed that the spedometer is always reading 5 MPH faster than I am driving. I
noticed that after everyone began to pass me, then drove past a speed display, and noiced it is
off. Is there an adjustment that can be made? No plug after The and Vibe had it, but they
dropped the center console plug for the model year. This is yet another fine example of "GM"
cost-cutting. It's ridiculous to put the plug cover and everything else in there except for the
plug, but that's what they did! I don't know about "after-market" wiring one in. I suppose it could
probably be done, but would probably take quite a bit of work. March Does it read MP3 disks? I

think yes.. Is there an aux input jack for MP3 or I-Pod? If not - Has anyone got experience with
hard wire adaptors for inputs? A friend has the sam problem, does anyone know how to get a
plug in for ipods and mp3 players? Search for I Pod intergration kits, there is a wiring harness
and such to hard wire. You can use a wireless Fm Modulator with an I Pod, it's called I trip but
it's subject to clarity issues since it runs through the radio. The only problem is the car radio
needs to have RCA auxiliary inputs in the back. Does a Vibe have those? So i went out to
pep-boys and got some "ok" underglows for my vibe and began to think about hardwiring them
to the fuse box in one of the spare spaces. Which plugging it into a spare fuse area shouldn't be
too difficult of a problem but my main concern is try to go the wire from the inside of the car to
under the hood to the fuse box. It won't eject or load. Is this a typical problem with the vibe's
radio? An easy fix? Any advice would be helpful. January Won't eject or load. Looking for
advice We've had the same problems with our I'm wondering if there's any aftermarket option
that has bluetooth and MP3 capabilities. I've seen some interesting ones at Best Buy but they
don't have the full size option and I think some adapter kit would look awful. Any one have any
experience with a decent replacement? Now bass is not working. Fuses seem okay. Amp under
seat maybe the culprit. Anyone else had same problem? Would an after market amp be best? Or
do I need a whole new system? Same problem here on a Vibe with 6 disk changer. When wife
had it in for other service, mentioned to the dealer about the CDs not ejecting. When she got the
car back they told her the pulled the fuse and reseated it. At that point the CD eject was working
A new problem then occurred with no bass response. I have since replaced the battery. It did
need a new one and was hoping it would cure the lack of bass issue because I recall a Grand
Am we owned that would experience radio flakiness when the battery was in need of
replacement. No such luck. So I'd like a solution as much as you would. Just wondering if
anyone has this problem. The CD player works, but the radio stopped completely. I am guessing
I have to replace the whole thing. Unless it's some easy thing that can be fixed. The sound from
my Pontiac Vibe stereo has really deteriorated. Very little bass response and not much volume. I
have replaced the amp under the seat and the stereo with used units. Cleaned every plug
connector I can find. Anyone have other ideas? Last night the Bass just went out on my Vibe. I
thought I may have blown a speaker. I replaced the speaker, but did not fix the problem. Any
suggestions? Did you ever get your stereo to work again? I have the same problem with no
bass and almost no volume on the back speakers and I have tried changing out the head unit,
amp and speakers and it still does not work. I took out the amp, chnged the speakers, replaced
the fuse. I was going to change out the amp today, but after reading your post, I think I'll save
the money. I have no clue what to do next, other than tear out the whole system and have
someone put another one in for me. I'm definately not smart enough to mess with it, or have the
time. Unfortunately, with Christmas, dont have the funds right now either. Please let me know if
you find a solution. Is there a way to add AUX input I. February I am also experiencing problems
with my radio. In the mornings, the CD and radio do not work - the cut in and out until the
engine has warmed up. The radio works well later in the day when I go home. Is this a potential
battery issue, or is it a problem with the actual radio? I have a 6 CD changer. I replaced the HU
and the front speakers. I was told on here, that it was either the Amp, or the HU. So I took the
cheapest route first, hoping it was the HU. Thank goodness it was. My problem was resolved
about 2 hours later and has not happened again since. I think it's something electronic or the
battery and not he actual radio, but I am not sure. My parents always told me to turn off
EVERYthing when I turn off the car, or else when I start up again the next day, supposedly the
battery will be strained. Now I make sure to turn everything off. Sign In or Register to comment.
For more information go to With a name like Pontiac Vibe, the SUV-like compact hatchback was
designed with a younger market in mind. Three more years went into its development before the
Vibe finally hit car show rooms everywhere. As mentioned earlier, the Pontiac Vibe targeted
younger buyers. This aim was apparent in its aesthetics and features. For instance, the Vibe
sported a rather relaxed yet athletic exterior that was definitely appealing to its target market. Its
fastback-style roof greatly added to the kind of look that the model wanted to achieve. Both
trims used the same 1. The GT trim was the one who benefitted from a more potent engine as it
boasted of the 1. The Pontiac Vibe hardly saw any significant alterations in the following model
years after its debut. That changed, of course, when its second generation arrived. Along with
the Toyota Matrix, the Vibe was restyled to make it even more pleasing to the younger buyers.
Its exterior was now composed of more aerodynamic parts and sleeker lighting elements. The
interior received the same treatment as it appeared more polished all around. Mechanically, the
base and the AWD trims retained the same engine, although it was modified to improve its
capabilities. On the other hand, the GT model got an all-new engine in the 2. The
second-generation Pontiac Vibe was certainly worth a purchase for those who are looking for
an economical compact car. However, its run had to come to an abrupt end because General

Motors discontinued the Pontiac brand. We've Made a Site Update. Refresh to the latest version.
Retrieve quote. Track order. Sign In or Create Account. Every Purchase Supports. Texas Relief
Efforts. Select your vehicle. Select Your Vehicle Part. Pontiac Vibe Alternator. Pontiac Vibe Axle
Assembly. Pontiac Vibe Ball Joint. Pontiac Vibe Blower Motor. Pontiac Vibe Brake Booster.
Pontiac Vibe Brake Caliper. Pontiac Vibe Brake Disc. Pontiac Vibe Brake Master Cylinder.
Pontiac Vibe Brake Pad Set. Pontiac Vibe Cabin Air Filter. Pontiac Vibe Catalytic Converter.
Pontiac Vibe Cold Air Intake. Pontiac Vibe Engine Control Module. Pontiac Vibe Exhaust
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ower Steering Pump. Pontiac Vibe Serpentine Belt. Pontiac Vibe Spark Plug. Pontiac Vibe
Starter. Pontiac Vibe Steering Rack. Pontiac Vibe T Connector. Pontiac Vibe Tail Light. Pontiac
Vibe Throttle Body. Pontiac Vibe Water Pump. Pontiac Vibe Wheel. Pontiac Vibe Window Motor.
Pontiac Vibe Window Regulator. Pontiac Vibe Wiper Blade. Pontiac Vibe Wiper Motor. Refine
by:. See All. Shop Pontiac Vibe Parts. Showing 1 - 15 of results. Display item:. Sort by:. Vehicle
Info Required to Guarantee Fit. Core Charge. Add to cart. OD; 1. Part Number: T Page 1 of
Showing 1 - 15 of results. Pontiac Vibe Customer Reviews. Feb 14, Just like OEM. Purchased on
May 21, Feb 08, Quick, easy, and fast! David Joaquin. Purchased on Feb 08, Nov 22, Great seller.
Great transaction.. SUV runs great!!! Mildred Ortega. Purchased on Oct 18, Pontiac Vibe Guides.
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