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rough shifts, particularly at low speeds. In our tests this combination returned an unimpressive
21 mpg overall. A hybrid is also offered but is focused more on power and towing capabilities
than fuel economy. The Sync 3 infotainment system is very easy to use. The driving position is
much improved, but the third-row seat is not as roomy as the one in the previous generation. A
power liftgate is standard. Road Test. Predicted Reliability. Predicted Owner Satisfaction. The
redesigned Explorer has newfound handling agility and a spacious, quiet cabin, but the driving
experience is marred by a clunky transmission, noisy engine, and stiff-edged ride. Most
versions use the base 2. The driving position is much improved, but the third-row seat is less
roomy now. The standard Ford Co-Pilot suite of advanced safety systems includes forward
collision warning, automatic emergency braking with pedestrian detection, and blind spot
warning. For , the Explorer adopted a car-based platform, resulting in a quiet, steady and
absorbent ride, as well as a versatile and well-finished interior. The model also offers a usable
third-row seat and generous cargo capacity. Handling is secure but not agile. The optional
MyFord Touch control interface is distracting to use. With a paired phone, SYNC can also call in
case of an accident. Adaptive cruise control, collision warning and blind-spot detection are
optional. The Explorer was redesigned for , bringing revised interior and exterior styling, as well
as some minor control design frustrations. While the ride and handling are improved over
previous Explorer models, agility is still somewhat lacking and the ride is stiff. Further, noise
suppression, and interior fit and finish also leave something to be desired. However, on the plus
side, the interior is roomy and flexible, adjustable pedals can be had, towing capability is
strong, and side-curtain airbags are standard. If you're looking for quiet, the V8-powered Eddie
Bauer model is decidedly quieter and more sonorously pleasing than the boisterous
V6-powered Explorer XLT. Lauded for its steady ride and versatile, well-designed interior, the
Ford Explorer is a well-rounded package. Its main drawbacks are an unrefined V6 engine and
unimpressive performance on our off-road course. However, this version of the Explorer
features a highly versatile interior package and stability control is a standard feature. Storage is
more than ample, ingress and egress are easy and the rear seat is comfortable for three adults.
The third row is best left to children though, as legroom is cramped and the seat is difficult to
access. The midsized Explorer was introduced in In our early tests, the 4. Handling was
sluggish, and the ride was bumpy on all but the smoothest roads. A redesign brought a better
ride, along with improved handling, braking, and controls. Front side air bags and a reverse
sensing system were added to the options list in Show Older Fords. The automaker warns that
the windshield may not be bonded properly. These vehicles prove that family-friendly models
don't have to be raucous playscapes. Over 1, Ford, Lincoln, and Mercury vehicles might have
had faulty replacement parts installed. Latest Ford Videos. Ready to Shop Local Inventory?
Select Another Vehicle. Make a Donation Newsletters Give a Gift. You no longer have digital
access to ratings and reviews. Eddie Bauer sells its merchandise via three independent
channels:. The company was established in in Seattle by Pacific Northwest outdoorsman, Eddie
Bauer â€” In Bauer patented the first quilted down jacket. The company was the first
independent company which the United States Army hired and allowed to use a logo on the
Army-issued uniform. Bauer retired and sold the company in General Mills bought the company
in ; in , Spiegel bought it from General Mills. In , Spiegel, Inc. The Spiegel catalog and all other
assets were sold, except for Eddie Bauer. In May , Spiegel, Inc. In addition to the three sales
channels, the company operates a distribution and fulfillment center in Groveport, Ohio; an IT
facility in Westmont, Illinois ; and a distribution center in Vaughan, Ontario. Eddie Bauer is also
a minority participant in joint venture operations in Japan and Germany that include retail
stores, catalogs, and websites. Eddie Bauer's flagship store is in Bellevue's Bellevue Square
mall. In , Eddie Bauer, at the age of 21, established his first store in downtown Seattle. He first
specialized in building and repairing tennis rackets and the shop was only open during the
tennis season; Bauer spent the rest of the year pursuing his own sportsman activities.
Eventually Bauer expanded his line of merchandise to include his own hand-made golf clubs
and fishing tackle and he changed the name of his store to "Eddie Bauer's Sport Shop". Bauer
would go on to develop and patent a standardized shuttlecock. While operating this first store,
Bauer developed his creed, "To give you such outstanding quality, value, service and guarantee
that we may be worthy of your high esteem", still used by the modern company [7] [8]. While on
a winter fishing trip in Washington , Eddie Bauer developed hypothermia. After this, he began
trying to develop alternatives to heavy wool garments used by outdoorsmen at the time. He
attempted to offset the bulkiness of down by quilting a down-filled jacket. In , Bauer then

patented the first quilted goose down-insulated jacket in the United States: [9] U. Design Patent
, and introduced it in his store as "The Skyliner". Bauer took out more than 20 patents on
various outdoor clothing and sporting equipment between and More than 50, parkas were
manufactured for World War II airmen. Of all government suppliers, Eddie Bauer alone was
granted permission to affix his company logo to his products used by the army. Prior to his
involvement the army had a shortage in sleeping bags; Bauer eventually sold over , sleeping
bags to the armed services. In , soon after he began selling women's clothing as well as men's,
Eddie Bauer issued his first mail-order catalog. The original mailing list included the names of
14, soldiers who had worn Eddie Bauer clothing provided by the army during their service. He
eventually closed his downtown store and got out of retailing, except for showroom sales at his
Seattle factory. By , Eddie Bauer's health was declining due to overwork and a serious back
injury. He took on local businessman and his hunting partner, William F. Bauer transferred all of
the common stock in Eddie Bauer, Inc. It was with Niemi that Bauer decided to focus his efforts
on the mail order catalog. At this point, Bauer returned to being a shareholder in the company
and formed a fifty-fifty partnership with Niemi. Bauer and William Niemi Jr. Eddie Bauer went on
to supply his equipment for the American K2 Himalayan Expedition and several journeys
through Antarctica. In , James W. He wore Bauer's products during his whole expedition. A
group of investors who had helped finance the buyout gained stock in the company. That same
year the first store outside of Seattle opened, in San Francisco. In , their first large store opened
in downtown Seattle. In , William Niemi sold the company to General Mills. This was meant to
provide women with clothing they could wear throughout the week e. This concept was sold
solely through the catalog when the first All Week Long store opened in Portland, Oregon , in
the summer of The partnership ended in , with the Explorer and Expedition the last two models
available in Eddie Bauer edition. Spiegel catalog purchased Eddie Bauer from General Mills in
Aggressive expansion continued and within the first year the company had expanded from 60 to
99 stores. By , an additional stores had been opened. In , Eddie Bauer launched Eddie Bauer
Home, a collection of home furnishings, including furniture, tableware, decor items and linens.
The collection was meant to appeal to the customers that purchased apparel from the company.
The home store maintained a "warm and cozy" theme by presenting beds with thick blankets
and floors covered with wool rugs. In , Eddie Bauer launched its Web site, Eight new stores
opened in Japan that year, bringing the total to 14 stores and three outlets. Eddie Bauer
Germany also opened two new stores in Germany. Eddie Bauer continued to expand in North
America and internationally throughout , opening the th U. Internationally, Eddie Bauer Japan
opened 11 new stores, bringing the total to 24 stores in Japan, along with four outlet stores in
various locations. Eddie Bauer enters into a licensing agreement with the Lane Company,
offering an exclusive collection of Eddie Bauer Home by Lane furniture. By , over stores had
been opened in North America , Japan 32 , and Germany 9. Eddie Bauer entered into a
three-year licensing agreement with Giant Bicycle, Inc. Additionally, Eddie Bauer and Cosco,
Inc. In , Safeco Field , the new home of the Seattle Mariners , signed a two-year sponsorship
agreement with Eddie Bauer, establishing Eddie Bauer as the official apparel sponsor of Safeco
Field event staff through the season. The one-millionth Eddie Bauer Edition Ford rolled off the
assembly line. Also in , Eddie Bauer launched its first exclusively on-line business venture,
eddiebauerkids. In , Eddie Bauer teamed with American Recreation Products through a
licensing agreement to launch a collection of camping equipment. Two years later Spiegel filed
for bankruptcy. It sold its flagship catalog business and its Newport News women's apparel unit
and announced that Eddie Bauer Inc. Meanwhile, more than Eddie Bauer stores were closed.
The company's corporate headquarters, in Redmond, Washington, was sold to the Microsoft
Corporation. Despite interest from companies like L. Spiegel then reorganized around the Eddie
Bauer business with Eddie Bauer emerging as a standalone company with portions of its stock
owned by Fidelity Investments , Bank of America , and J. Morgan Chase. In , the independent
company Eddie Bauer Holdings hired Goldman Sachs to explore a possible future sale. On June
17, , Eddie Bauer filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. The sale to CCMP will proceed
through what is known as a sale process in bankruptcy court. A judge would need to approve
the sale, and other potential bidders could emerge. The report continued: "CCMP first took a
look at Eddie Bauer in , but was dissuaded from making an investment because the company
was then focused on becoming a women's casual apparel chain, along the lines of J. Jill or
Talbots. A new management team led by Fiske began returning the company This is a
partnership between the fashion industry and higher education that aims to advance
environmental, social and economic sustainability. Bank Clothiers, Inc. Bank and that Jos. Bank
would not acquire Eddie Bauer. In July , According to a federal court filing in California, an
Eddie Bauer LLC client has dismissed his allegations claiming the company fooled outlet
consumers with fake promotions and make-up comparison rates. Eddie Bauer Japan, Inc. The

company also has the licensing rights for the use of Eddie Bauer trademarks in Japan. The
company opened its first store in September in Tokyo. Eddie Bauer Japan. The venture,
headquartered in Munich allowed for catalog distribution and store openings in Germany. Team
member Art Gilkey died in an apparent avalanche during the team's descent. His body was lost
until when it emerged from the glacier about a mile from the base camp. Gilkey was still wearing
his red Eddie Bauer down parka, an item that was standard issue for the members of the
expedition. On 5 July , Pete Schoening and Andy Kauffman were the first men to stand atop
Gasherbrum I , the 11th highest mountain in the world. Eddie Bauer supplied the eight man
American expedition with "Kara Koram Parkas" that utilized a rip-stop nylon shell. On 1 May ,
around pm Jim Whittaker , outfitted in Eddie Bauer outerwear became the first American to
stand atop Everest , the worlds highest mountain at 8, meters 29, feet. The American Mt. Everest
Expedition had to walk the miles from Kathmandu, Nepal, to base camp with 27 tons of gear
taking a month and porters. At the end of April expedition leader Norman Dyhrenfurth informed
Whittaker that he and Nawang Gombu Sherpa would make the first summit attempt. Three
weeks after Whittaker and Gombu reached the top of Everest, four other team members
followed suit on 22 May. Hornbein and Unsoeld made the first ascent of the West Ridge but not
until pm. Having waited as long as they could Jerstad and Bishop headed down the South Col
alone. Hornbein and Unsoeld followed their teammates boot tracks down and met up around pm
at 28, feet. The four were forced to bivouac and used their Eddie Bauer down clothing for
shelter. Every member of the American Mt. In , Mount Kennedy was North America's highest
unclimbed peak. Kennedy in Canada's Yukon. Whittaker's team included Senator Robert F.
Kennedy who, on 24 March became the first man to reach the summit. With Eddie Bauer, there
will be no kid left inside! In and , Eddie Bauer went to the South Pole as part of scientific
expeditions. In the American Antarctica Mountaineering Expedition set out to climb the major
Antarctic peaks. All the climbs were successful making first ascents of the six highest
mountains in the Sentinel Range. Our existence in these mountains is one long struggle to stay
warm. Everyone agrees that it would be impossible to survive, let alone climb, without our
superb Bauer down equipment, which protects us 24 hours a day. My Bauer down jacket is my
happiness and security blanket-when I am not wearing it, it is never more than an arm's length
away. A large share of the credit for the success of this expedition can be attributed to our
Bauer equipment, which is the finest we have ever seen. James Morrissey led the American
Dhaulagiri Expedition that set out to summit the 7th highest mountain in the world. Eddie Bauer
developed the Kara Koram Expedition pants for the Dhaulagiri expedition as well as providing
the team with Kara Koram Expedition parkas and sleeping bags. They did so without using
supplemental oxygen making Dhaulagiri the highest peak at the time to be summited without
bottled oxygen. In the summer of , Galen Rowell organized a 6-man expedition to Pakistan's
Great Trango Tower , a 20,foot unclimbed granite spire. Expedition member, John Roskelley
wrote to Eddie Bauer requesting that he be able to use the down gear originally intended for an
unsuccessful spring expedition to Makalu on the Trango expedition and the company agreed.
On 21 July, all five climbers of the expedition are the first in history to reach the summit. After a
storm high on the mountain not all the clients were able to make the summit. From Wikipedia,
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sportswear , outdoor gear. Everest West Ridge. Deriving its name from a trim package used on
the F-Series pickup trucks as with the Ranger , the Explorer is slotted between the Edge CUV
and standard-wheelbase Expedition. Currently in its sixth generation, the Explorer has been
offered with a number of chassis and powertrain layouts through its production. The first two
generations were directly derived from the Ford Ranger , switching to a model-specific chassis
for the third and fourth generations. The fifth-generation adapted a variant of Ford Taurus
chassis architecture developed for SUV use , with the sixth generation again reverting to a
model-specific chassis. Alongside the five-door Explorer wagon, a three-door wagon was
offered from launch to effectively succeeding the Bronco II. Through its production run, variants
of the Explorer have been sold by Mercury, Lincoln, and Mazda; Lincoln currently markets the
model line as the Lincoln Aviator. The Ford Explorer was introduced in March for the model
year. To better compete against the Chevrolet S Blazer and Jeep Cherokee mid-size sport-utility
vehicles, Ford sought to replace the Bronco II with a vehicle sized closer to its competitors. In
an effort to attract family buyers, a four-door version was developed alongside the two-door
launched the same month as the four-door S Blazer. The Explorer was longer and wider than the
compact Bronco II, placing it in a higher size class. As with the Bronco II, the first-generation
Explorer shares its chassis and underpinnings with the first-generation Ford Ranger.
Commonality with the Ranger extends to the exterior, with the Explorer sharing its front
bumper, fenders modified , headlights, grille, and wheels; with the exception of its steering
wheel hub, the Explorer shares its entire dashboard with the Ranger. In a major change from the
Bronco II, the Explorer was given its own front door stampings. In addition, the additional width
allowed for two major aerodynamic improvements; along with the elimination of exterior drip
rails by wrapping the doors into the roof , the sideview mirrors were integrated onto the doors
rather than bolted on. Along with the standard rear-wheel drive powertrain, at its launch, the
Explorer was also offered with various configurations of part-time four-wheel drive, powered by
a Borg Warner 13â€”54 transfer case. In addition to a manually shifted transfer case, Ford
offered "Touch Drive" electronic push-button shifting; both were "shift-on-the-fly" designs that
allowed the vehicle to be shifted from two-wheel drive to "four-high" at any speed and into
"four-low" when the vehicle was stopped. All Explorers were equipped with the Ford 8. The XL
was distinguished by a black grille chrome optional with steel wheels, while the XLT offered a
chrome grille and alloy wheels; the Eddie Bauer offered alloy wheels and two-tone paintwork.
The Ford Explorer Sport was offered solely on the two-door body style. Offering black lower
bodywork and grille and alloy wheels, the Sport was intended as a replacement for the Bronco
II. The Ford Explorer Limited was introduced for as a luxury-trim model slotted above the Eddie
Bauer. Largely introduced as a competitor to the Oldsmobile Bravada , the Explorer Limited was
offered only as a four-door with an automatic transmission. Distinguished by its color-matched
grille, headlight trim, and model-specific bodywork and wheels, the Limited was offered with
several model-specific features, including automatic headlights, an auto-dimming rearview
mirror , foglamps , and center roof console with compass and outside thermometer. The
second-generation Ford Explorer made its debut in late as a model. Retaining the same
footprint as its predecessor, the Ford Explorer underwent extensive modifications to its chassis
to improve its road manners. In an effort to better differentiate the model line from the Ford
Ranger, Ford stylists redesigned the vehicle, giving the Explorer a model-specific exterior. As
with its predecessor, the second generation was sold in both three-door and five-door
configurations. Rear-wheel drive was standard, with four-wheel drive offered as an option.
Following the January introduction of the third-generation five-door Ford Explorer, the
three-door Explorer Sport became a stand-alone model on the second-generation design; the
Explorer Sport was produced through the model year. This generation of the Ford Explorer
marks the debut of the Mercury Mountaineer , introduced in by Mercury. In early , the Ford
Explorer Sport Trac was introduced, which was a mid-size pickup truck; offered with a crew cab

with a short pickup bed, the Sport Trac was based on the five-door Explorer. The Explorer Sport
Trac was produced through the model year until it was redesigned for Outside of North
America, this generation of the Explorer was marketed in right-hand drive configurations [
citation needed ] As of , RHD countries such as Japan export used examples of the Explorer to
other countries such as Australia and New Zealand where there is demand for right-hand drive
SUVs. Due to Japan's strict Shaken Laws , used vehicles tend to have low mileage with detailed
repair histories. To match the V8 engine of the similar-sized Jeep Grand Cherokee , for the
model year, Ford introduced a 5. For , revised cylinder heads increased output of the 5.
Following the January introduction of the 4. For , the Ford Explorer gained a third engine, as
Ford introduced an overhead-cam version of the 4. Using a common displacement with the
pushrod 4. Offered as standard equipment on the top-trim Eddie Bauer and Limited trims, the
engine became an option on all other versions of the Explorer and Explorer Sport. For , the
pushrod V6 was discontinued, with the SOHC becoming the standard engine in all versions of
the Explorer and the sole engine of the 3-door Explorer Sport. All V8 examples were equipped
with a 4-speed heavy-duty automatic shared with the F, Mustang, and Crown Victoria. The
four-wheel drive system was redesigned for the Explorer. For the V6 models, in place of Touch
Drive from the previous generation, ControlTrac was an electronically controlled full-time
four-wheel drive system with a two-speed transfer case, with software controlling a multi-disc
clutch in place of a center differential. Along with traditional two-wheel drive and high and
low-range four-wheel drive, "Auto" mode allowed software to maintain the amount of torque
sent to the front wheels; if the front axle begins to spin slower, torque is shifted from the rear
wheels to the front wheels until traction is achieved. Similar to TouchDrive, ControlTrac is
dash-controlled, with a rotary selector for two-wheel drive , Sports , auto , high range, and low
range. While visibly similar to its predecessor, many exterior panels from the Ford Explorer
were changed, with only the roofline and the side doors carrying over. As part of the changes
related to the redesigned front suspension, the entire front fascia was redesigned, with the
Explorer gaining model-distinct styling. In a styling theme that would be used in several other
Ford small trucks, the Explorer was given an oval grille; the headlamps were changed from
rectangular to oval as well, wrapping into the fenders. In contrast to the front fascia, the rear
fascia saw relatively few changes, with the rear bumper nearly unchanged. Along with slightly
reshaped taillamps with amber turn signals , the Ford Explorer marked the debut of a neon
CHMSL center brake light. Alongside the redesigned exterior, the interior of the
second-generation Ford Explorer was given a redesign. Maintaining commonality with the
Ranger, the Explorer was given a new dashboard marking the debut of dual airbags in an
American-produced SUV , a new instrument panel; to improve user ergonomics, the Ford
Explorer introduced a double-DIN radio panel and rotary-style climate controls. For , a third-row
seat was introduced as an option; expanding seating to seven passengers, the design was only
offered in export markets. For , the exterior of the Ford Explorer was given a mid-cycle update.
Distinguished by the addition of fender flares, the rear fascia was restyled, with larger taillamps;
to better accommodate export, the license plate was shifted from the bumper to the liftgate; the
neon CHMSL was replaced by an LED version. For , the front bumper was redesigned, allowing
for larger lower grille and fog lights. The interior was given redesigned front and rear seats,
along with second-generation airbags; side airbags were introduced as an option. Other options
included load-leveling air suspension on Eddie Bauer and Limited and a reverse-sensing
warning system. At its launch, the second-generation Ford Explorer retained the use of the
previous trim nomenclature; the standard trim was the XL, with the XLT serving as the primary
model upgrade. In contrast to five-door Explorers, second-generation three-door Ford Explorers
shifted to a separate trim nomenclature. While the XL remained the base model largely for fleets
, most examples were produced under a single Sport trim level. In , the Expedition trim was
introduced; roughly the 3-door equivalent of the Eddie Bauer, the trim was discontinued at the
end of the model year as Ford reserved the name for the Ford Expedition full-size SUV which
entered production in mid For , the Explorer Sport became the sole version of the three-door;
following the introduction of the third-generation Explorer, the Explorer Sport became a distinct
model through the model year. The third-generation Ford Explorer went on sale in January as
an early model. The U program began in , with the final design being chosen in and frozen for
production in February , with development ending in The primary objective behind the
third-generation Ford Explorer was to make the vehicle line more competitive in both domestic
and export markets. To make the Explorer more competitive, Ford shifted away from typical
SUV design, abandoning the use of the Ford Ranger chassis architecture in favor of designing a
purpose-built platform. As part of the change, the Explorer became only the second rear-wheel
drive American Ford platform fitted with four-wheel independent suspension behind the MN12
platform. In another major change, the third-generation Explorer was developed solely as a

five-door vehicle. Retaining the previous-generation chassis architecture, the three-door
Explorer Sport continued production through the model year; the Explorer Sport Trac four-door
pickup truck continued through The third-generation Ford Explorer was marketed by all three
divisions of Ford Motor Company: by Mercury as the second-generation Mercury Mountaineer;
Lincoln marketed the third-generation Explorer from to as the Lincoln Aviator. The
third-generation is based on the body-on-frame Ford UN platform. No longer derived from the
Ford Ranger, the UN chassis was designed specifically for the five-door Explorer and its
Lincoln-Mercury counterparts. In a major shift from its predecessors, the third-generation
Explorer adopted a four-wheel independent suspension configuration, never before used on a
Ford truck on American-produced SUVs, fully independent suspension was previously
exclusive to the Hummer H1. While the third-generation Ford Explorer was in development
during the late s a controversy involving the Explorer and Firestone tires developed, thus the
increased stability of the configuration was designed in part to reduce rollover risk. Along with
rear-wheel drive, the third-generation Explorer was offered with both four-wheel drive and
permanent all-wheel drive. A five-speed manual transmission was offered for before its
discontinuation; as of the model year, it is the final year a Ford Explorer was available with a
manual transmission. As an option for both the 4. In contrast with the second-generation a
major revision of the generation , the exterior and interior of the third-generation Ford Explorer
were completely new designs. While sharing a number of design elements with the F-Series and
Ford Expedition, the Ford Explorer also served as the introduction of a new design theme for
several Ford vehicles; the Ford Expedition, the Ford Freestar, Ford Freestyle, and Ford Five
Hundred would share various elements of the Ford Explorer design. Retaining nearly the same
proportions as the first two generations, the third-generation Explorer was an inch shorter in
length and two inches wider, gaining two inches in wheelbase. With the addition of independent
rear suspension, several functional changes were brought as part of the redesign. The cargo
floor was lowered several inches, adding nearly 10 cubic feet of total cargo room. Coinciding
with the lower cargo floor, on nearly all models, a folding third-row seat was either standard or
an option, bringing seating capacity to seven. The rear liftgate was redesigned, with the upper
hatch enlarged. The outdoors-themed Eddie Bauer continued production with a two-tone
exterior with a tan lower body ; the Limited wore a monochromatic body. It was more like a
bang-for-your-buck Eddie Bauer model rather than an actual trim level, as it didn't really set
itself apart in any way like XLS did from XLT. The Ford Explorer and the Mercury Mountaineer
were both updated for the model year on a new frame, produced by Magna International rather
than Tower Automotive. Along with this new, stronger chassis, Ford updated the interior,
redesigned the rear suspension and added power-folding third-row seats. Also, a tire pressure
monitoring system and electronic stability control became standard equipment. Power running
boards , like the ones from the Lincoln Navigator , were also made available on the Explorer and
Mountaineer; the running boards lower to allow easier access when entering the vehicle, then
retract upon door closure. Unlike previous generations, there was no right-hand drive option
available for order, causing Ford to market Explorers in Japan in left-hand drive configuration.
Moreover, Ford switched to a one-piece rear liftgate design due to the problems associated with
the previous generation's design. The 6-speed 6R automatic transmission , built by Ford and
based on a ZF design, was made standard equipment with the V-8 engine as well. The
five-speed 5R55W automatic transmission was advanced. It was the only transmission available
for the V-6 engine, because the Mazda five-speed manual transmission was dropped in the
previous generation. For , The Explorer received a few minor updates including standard AUX
input on all stereos and optional power running boards, heated windshield, Ironman Package,
XLT Appearance Package, and heated leather seat package. For , Ford added side curtain
airbags across the Explorer range. Also, the optional satellite navigation system was also
upgraded with voice control. For , the Explorer received a trailer sway control system as
standard equipment, and the navigation system received traffic flow monitoring with updated
gas prices from nearby stations. For the model year, Ford's MyKey became standard on all
Explorers equipped with the Sync system, while V8s were restricted to 4-wheel-drive models.
The second generation Sport Trac came out in early for the model year. Unlike its predecessor
sold through , it featured the V-8 engine as an option and was based on this generation
Explorer's platform. It had blacked-out headlights, black grill, monochrome color interior,
unique front and rear bumpers, front fender vents, and molded-in running boards. It also came
standard with 20" polished aluminum wheels, and the fender flares that came on the Explorer
and standard Sport Trac were deleted. It is designed for up to six passengers while improving
fuel economy by 20 to 30 percent relative to the current V6 Explorer. The 5th generation
Explorer bore similarity to the Explorer America concept's construction, and includes a unibody
structure based on the D4 platform , a modified version of the D3 platform. The fifth generation

Explorer features blacked-out A, B, and D-pillars to produce a floating roof effect similar to Land
Rover's floating roof design used on its sport utility vehicles; a design which Ford previously
used on the Ford Flex. The fifth generation Explorer features sculpted body work with stepped
style headlamps similar to the Flex , Edge , Escape , Expedition and F , as well as new stepped
style tail lamps. The grille features Ford's corporate three-bar design with upper and lower
perforated mesh work, similar to that of the sixth-generation Ford Taurus. The development of
the fifth generation Explorer was led by chief engineer Jim Holland from February to October ,
who was also a chief engineer for Land Rover ; heading development of the Land Rover Range
Rover L facelift from December to December Holland also worked on the Ford Expedition U
during its initial development. The fifth generation Explorer made its debut online on July 26,
Ford had set up a Ford Explorer Facebook page ahead of its debut. The Louisville plant, where
the previous generation was built, was converted to produce cars based on Ford's global C
platform potentially including the Ford Focus , Ford C-Max , and Ford Kuga. It went on sale in
December , after pre-launch sales had by the end of November totaled around 15, Available
features on the fifth generation Explorer include intelligent access with push button start,
remote engine start, power liftgate, power adjustable pedals with memory, premium leather
trimmed seating, heated and cooled front seats, dual headrest DVD entertainment system,
adaptive cruise control , active park assist , SIRIUS Travel Link , MyFord Touch , Ford SYNC by
Microsoft , Sony audio system with HD radio and Apple iTunes tagging, in-dash advanced
navigation system , SoundScreen laminated acoustic and solar tinted windshield with
rain-sensing wipers, inch polished V-spoke aluminium wheels, and High-intensity discharge
headlamps HID and LED tail lamps. Unlike the Explorer America concept vehicle which only
seats five occupants, the production Explorer holds two rows of seating with available
PowerFold fold flat third row seating like the previous generation and accommodates up to
seven occupants. The Explorer is available in either front-wheel drive or full-time all-wheel drive.
The I-4 engine is not available with the optional 6-speed 6F SelectShift automatic, and will only
be available in front-wheel drive. The Explorer is available with an automatic intelligent all-wheel
drive system inspired by Land Rover , featuring a variable center multi-disc differential with
computer controlled lock. The center multi-disc differential controls the front-to-rear torque
split, biasing as much as percent of torque to either the front or rear wheels. Four-wheel
electronic traction control ABS braking is employed to simulate front and rear differential locks
via aggressively "brake locking" the front or rear differentials, transferring up to percent of
torque from side-to-side. Terrain Management includes four selectable modes. Each mode is
selected via a rotary control dial on the center console, aft of the transmission shifter.
Depending on the mode selected, Terrain Management will control, adjust, and fine tune the
engine, transmission, center multi-disc differential lock, throttle response, four-wheel electronic
traction control and electronic stability control ESC to adapt the SUV for optimal performance
on the corresponding terrain. Moving to a monocoque body usually has a negative impact on
towing capacity. The new Explorer will be available with an optional trailer tow package. The
package includes a Class III trailer hitch, engine oil cooler, trailer electrics connector, trailer
sway control TSC , wiring harness and a rear-view camera with trailer alignment assistance to
help in backing up to a trailer. Safety features include: Dual front adaptive SRS air bags, dual
front seat side impact air bags, dual rear safety belt air bags available first quarter, and side
curtain head, torso and rollover protection air bags. The fifth-generation Explorer was the
first-ever vehicle to be equipped with dual rear inflatable safety belts. Air bags are sewn into the
inside of the seat belts, and inflate with cold air to prevent burns. Ford claims it will be released
as an option and to introduce inflatable seat belts on other Ford models eventually. On June 12,
, Ford announced a global recall of 1. Ford stated if the car was subjected to frequent rides over
rough terrain that the toe link on the rear suspension could fracture which would affect steering
and lead to greater risks of traffic accidents. The Ford Explorer Sport was announced March 28,
as an option for the model year and went on sale in June The "Sport" trim level comprises
blackened exterior treatments, stiffened chassis and suspension, larger brakes and the
installation of the EcoBoost 3. The refreshed model year Ford Explorer debuted at the Los
Angeles Auto Show , with a redesigned front fascia, hood and lower bumper, standard LED
low-beam headlights, and fog lamps that were inspired by the thirteenth generation Ford F The
rear of the Explorer was also refreshed with restyled LED tail lamps and dual exhaust outlets.
The refresh bumped the I4 engine to a 2. A newly introduced Platinum trim now tops out the
range, slotting above the Sport and Limited trims. Similar to the Platinum editions of the F and
Ford Super Duty trucks, the Platinum trim features front and rear cameras, enhanced active
park assist with perpendicular park assist, park-out assist and semi-automatic parallel parking,
hands-free liftgate from the Ford Escape , an exclusive watt Sony surround sound system, and
a heated steering-wheel. The Platinum trim is paired with a 3. The Explorer went on sale at

dealerships in the Summer of Other than the addition of the top-of-the-line Platinum trim, as well
as standard eighteen-inch alloy wheels on the base Explorer trim, the changes are mainly in
styling, exterior and interior color combinations, technology, and power. The Ford Explorer
received a second facelift which include a refreshed front end with revised LED headlights and
redesigned LED fog lights plus new exterior colors, new interior colors, and new wheel designs.
The Ford Explorer received two new packages for the model year. This was the last model year
of this generation explorer right before the Explorer entered production. A high-performance
Ford Explorer ST model will also be offered. The turbocharged 2. It comes with a new speed
automatic transmission and either rear- or all-wheel drive. An optional twin-turbocharged 3. An
Explorer Hybrid will also be available in the US with an initially detuned 3. It will have a fuel
consumption of 3. The base Explorer will be sold mainly to fleet buyers, and will not be available
for retail sale. Thousands of initial Explorer and Aviator vehicles were shipped to Ford's Flat
Rock Assembly Plant for repairs due to quality control problems. Later models have been
shipped from the Chicago plant to dealerships; however, many required dealer repairs before
they could be sold. Consumer Reports noted their purchased Aviator was having quality
problems. Only applies to vehicles built after May For the model year, every Ford Explorer
comes with these advanced safety features: [70]. As the direct successor of the Bronco II, Ford
developed a three-door version of the Explorer for the model year; while 10 inches shorter than
its five-door counterpart, the three-door was still nearly 13 inches longer than the Bronco II. For
the first generation, the three-door was available in any trim except Limited , with Sport offered
as a trim exclusive to the three-door. For , Expedition was offered as a trim package for the
three-door Explorer; replacing the Eddie Bauer trim, the nameplate was retired after in
preparation for the full-size four-door SUV. For , the Explorer Sport was split from the four-door
Explorer, retaining the second-generation body and chassis and adopting the front fascia of the
Explorer Sport Trac. Ford discontinued the Ford Explorer Sport following the model year, with
the final vehicle produced in July Introduced in as a model, the Explorer Sport Trac is a mid-size
pickup truck derived from the second-generation Explorer, becoming the first mid-size Ford
pickup. In contrast to the Ranger, the Sport Trac was marketed primarily as a personal-use
vehicle rather than for work use. Offered solely as a four-door crew cab, the design of the Sport
Trac shared commonality with multiple vehicles. Sharing the frame and wheelbase of the
Ranger SuperCab, the Sport Trac combined the front fascia of the Explorer Sport with a crew
cab derived from the four-door Explorer; the pickup bed designed for the model line shared its
tailgate with the F SuperCrew. The Sport Trac was the final version of the Explorer derived from
the Ranger. After skipping the model year, a second-generation Sport Trac was produced from
to derived from the fourth-generation Explorer. Following the end of production of the Ford
Crown Victoria Police Interceptor in , Ford began development of a police-service variant of the
Ford Explorer. As with the Police Interceptor Sedan and the Ford Expedition SSV, the Utility is
not sold for retail sale and is specifically designed for use by law enforcement or use by other
emergency service agencies. Along with fleet-specific options such as steel wheels and
provisions for user-specific paint schemes such as contrasting doors , the Utility comes with
provisions for fitting emergency equipment such as radios, lightbars and sirens. To free up
interior space on the center console for equipment, the transmission is fitted with a
column-mounted shifter. The Police Interceptor Utility comes with an all-wheel drive powertrain
standard. Over a standard Explorer, the Utility is fitted with larger brake rotors, more advanced
ABS and traction control systems, a more efficient cooling system and other standard police
equipment. Polk declared the PI Utility the most popular police vehicle, based on U. For the
model year, Ford has created a second-generation Police Interceptor Utility, derived from the
sixth-generation Explorer. A naturally aspirated version of the 3. Following the shift from the D4
to the CD6 architecture, the Police Interceptor Utility gains cargo space even with hybrid
batteries onboard over its predecessor. Offered solely in a three-door configuration, only minor
design details differed the Navajo from its Ford counterpart. Along with a revised front fascia,
the Navajo received new taillamps and wheels; the bumpers were painted dark gray resulting in
the deletion of all chrome trim. Offered only with four-wheel drive at its launch, a rear-wheel
drive version of the Navajo was introduced for As with the first-generation Explorer, all Navajos
were fitted with a 4. In the early s, SUVs transitioned into alternatives to station wagons, leading
to a decline in demand for two-door SUVs. After the model year, Mazda withdrew the Navajo,
returning in with the four-door Tribute a counterpart of the Ford Escape. Marking the
reintroduction of the waterfall grille to the Mercury brand, the model line was distinguished by
two-tone and later monochromatic styling different from the Explorer. Coinciding with the
closure of the Mercury brand, the Mountaineer was withdrawn after the model year; three
generations were produced, with the Mountaineer serving as the largest Mercury SUV above the
Mariner. From to , the Lincoln Aviator was marketed as a counterpart of the third-generation

Explorer. For , the Lincoln Aviator was revived after a year hiatus as a mid-size SUV; as before,
the model line is a Lincoln counterpart of the Ford Explorer now the sixth generation and the
Lincoln Navigator. In the UK, the Ford Explorer was initially available as just one model, with the
4. Second and third-generation Explorers for the UK and other RHD markets utilised a center
console-mounted shifter and hand parking brake instead of the steering column-mounted
shifter and parking brake pedal used in the North American models. In , a facelifted Explorer
was available with minor cosmetic interior changes and a revised rear tail lift which centered the
rear number plate. In the model range was revamped slightly, the base model becoming the XLT
and a special edition North Face version marketed with a tie in to North Face outdoor clothing.
The North Face version was available in a dark green or a silver, with body-colored bumpers,
heated leather seats and a CD multichanger as standard. In , the North Face was also available
in black. In the Middle East, Taiwan, and China, the Ford Explorer is currently available in
several trims, all of which have a 3. Some GCC markets offer the front-wheel-drive version as a
base model, while most of the trims have standard all-wheel-drive. As of , the Explorer is also
available in Ukraine and Belarus. As of , American-made Explorers are also exported to
Vietnam. Both companies' reputations were tarnished. Rollover risk is inherently higher in
truck-based vehicles, like the Explorer, than in ordinary passenger cars, as modification for
bulky 4-wheel-drive hardware requires increases in height to avoid compromising ground
clearance raising the center of gravity , while a short wheelbase further reduces stability. It used
the same tires as the Ford Ranger with a relatively low rating for high temperatures. Lowering
tire pressure recommendations softened the ride further and improved emergency stability
through increased traction, but increased the chances of overheating tires. Memos by Ford
engineers suggested lowering the engine height, but it would have increased the cost of the
new design. Explorer rollover rates, at the time of the controversy, were higher than any of its
competitors. While Firestone turned out millions of sub-standard and potentially defective tires,
and was the initial cause of loss of control on many Ford Explorer Firestone tire tread
separation rollovers, the blame shifted towards Ford for a defectively designed and unstable
vehicle. The failures all involved tread separation , in which the outer tread carcass would
delaminate and cause a rapid loss of tire pressure. Ford argued that Firestone was at fault,
noting that the tires made by Firestone were very defective. Some have argued that poor driver
reaction to tire blowout was a contributing factor. In response to Firestone's allegations of the
Explorer's design defects, NHTSA undertook a preliminary investigation and reported that
further action was not required. Its conclusion was that the Explorer was no more prone to
rollover than other SUVs given their high center of gravity. In May , Ford announced it would
replace 13 million Firestone tires fitted to Explorer vehicles. On December 22, , U-Haul , the
largest American equipment rental company, announced it would prohibit its outlets from
renting trailers to persons planning to tow behind Ford Explorers due to liability concerns, with
no published data to substantiate the claim. U-Haul did not alter its policies regarding the
renting of trailers to persons planning to tow behind the Mercury Mountaineer , Mazda Navajo or
earlier versions of the Lincoln Aviator , which are all mechanically identical to the Ford Explorer.
The 4. When the engine is running for an extended period of time with this issue, the engine can
jump timing or cease from running, damaging the heads and valves. Timing chain rattle was
mitigated in later years of the SOHC in most vehicles, after with updated cassettes and
tensioners. The 5R55 series transmissions found on second through fourth generation
Explorers was also notorious for premature failures. Common issues with this transmission
include but are not limited to servo pin bore wear, premature transmission case wear, and
excessive valve body wear. The water pumps on these engines are internally mounted and
driven by the timing chain. As a result, when they fail, antifreeze is dumped directly into the
crankcase; mixing with engine oil and potentially damaging the head gaskets and connecting
rod bearings. Many of these water pump failures occur without warning and repairs often cost
thousands of dollars as the engine needs to be disassembled or removed from the vehicle to
access the water pump. In some cases, the engine will need to be replaced outright. A class
action lawsuit was started against Ford as a result of this issue. Only models sold in
Continental Europe and the British Isles are shown, overseas territories often have different
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crossover. Cars Mazda2 Mazda3 Mazda6. The Ford Explorer deserves consideration if you need
a traditional midsize SUV with substantial towing and off-roading capabilities. Shoppers looking
primarily for a family vehicle with plenty of passenger and cargo space, however, might be
better off with a more modern seven-passenger crossover. The Ford Explorer may not have
been the world's first sport-utility vehicle, but it's certainly among the most popular, with more
than 5 million sold since its debut. Skyrocketing gas prices and increased competition from new

car-based crossover models have caused Explorer sales to plummet in recent years, but many
of the qualities that made this old-school SUV so popular -- including its roomy interior and
quiet, comfortable ride quality -- lead us to conclude it still has much to offer a select group of
buyers. Perhaps the Ford Explorer's biggest advantage over newer midsize crossovers is that
its rugged truck-based body-on-frame design gives it a distinct edge in situations like trailer
towing and off-roading. Towing capacity is above average and the trailer sway control, part of
the standard electronic stability control system, helps minimize white-knuckle moments when
towing in gusty crosswinds or making sudden lane changes. Off-road, the availability of a true
four-wheel-drive system with a low-range transfer case allows the Explorer to go places where
its all-wheel-drive crossover competitors would rightly fear to tread although competitors like
the Jeep Grand Cherokee are preferred for dedicated off-roaders. On pavement, the Explorer
remains one of the best handling of all truck-based sport-utility vehicles. A smooth ride and the
availability of optional bells and whistles like Ford's Sync system and a cutting-edge navigation
system with Sirius Travel Link satellite data service further the Explorer's appeal. Those strong
points aside, the Ford Explorer gives ground to the crossover competition in several key areas.
For example, the standard V6 engine's horsepower feels rather anemic compared to the hp V6
in the Ford Flex crossover. The Explorer's available hp V8 provides slightly better acceleration
and fuel economy than the V6, though its overall performance is still rather unremarkable.
Ultimately, the Ford Explorer may not be the quickest or most fuel-efficient SUV on the block,
but it's still an impressive package. It's civilized enough to schlep the kids and their friends
around town, and yet burly enough to pull a 7,pound boat trailer down the rough dirt track that
leads to your secluded mountain hideaway. Note that these last two points are key because,
while they make the Explorer a good choice for buyers in need of those attributes, families who
are just looking for generous passenger and cargo room are likely to find that a crossover SUV
is a better fit. Seating capacity jumps from five to seven passengers when it's equipped with the
available third-row seat. The XLT with the Sport Package adds black exterior accents including
the wheel arches, side-step bars and front fascia along with inch alloy wheels and white-faced
instruments. Compared to the regular XLT, Eddie Bauer models add two-tone paint, inch alloy
wheels, leather upholstery, a power driver seat, heated front seats, a manual third-row seat,
auto-dimming rearview mirror, the Sync electronics interface and satellite radio. The
top-of-the-line Explorer Limited features monochromatic paint, inch alloy wheels, rear parking
sensors, dual-zone automatic climate control with a separate rear air-conditioner , perforated
leather upholstery, a power front passenger seat, driver memory functions, power-adjustable
pedals and a power-folding third-row seat. Also included with the Limited is an upgraded audio
system with an in-dash CD changer and steering-wheel-mounted controls. Many of the upper
trim's features can be had as options on lower trim levels, including rear-seat climate control
and the upgraded stereo. The Ford Explorer's base engine is a 4. For , the optional 4. A
five-speed automatic transmission is standard with the V6 engine, while the V8 comes mated to
a six-speed automatic. Both engines come with standard rear-wheel drive or an optional 4WD
system that includes a push-button low-range transfer case designed for negotiating slippery or
uneven surfaces on or off road. Also optional is a full-time all-wheel-drive system, but it
requires the optional inch wheels. Properly equipped, a V8 2WD Explorer can tow nearly 7,
pounds. Performance with either engine is adequate, though the Explorer lags behind most
rivals. We timed a V8-equipped 4WD Explorer at 9 seconds for the dash. By comparison, the
Ford Flex does the same run in 8. All major safety equipment is standard on the Ford Explorer,
including antilock disc brakes, stability control, front-seat side airbags and first- and
second-row side curtain airbags. The stability control system includes rollover sensing and
trailer sway control. In government crash testing, the Explorer earned a perfect five stars in all
frontal- and side-impact crash tests. Much of the credit goes to the independent rear
suspension, which both smoothes the ride and helps keep the wheels planted when traversing
rough pavement. For a vehicle this size, the steering feels surprisingly responsive. Power from
both the V6 and V8 engines can best be described as adequate, though most buyers will likely
prefer the V8 for its greater refinement and added low-end torque. Despite incremental
improvements over the years, the Explorer's materials quality remains mediocre and its design
rudimentary. Most of the climate and audio controls are comprised of lots of similar-looking
black buttons, and the regular audio head unit still displays its info in Ford's old-school,
'80s-look green font. It's feasible to carry two adults in the third-row seats, but choosing the
third-row option slightly reduces the available cargo space and results in a not-quite-flat load
floor. Seven-passenger Ford Explorers max out at Notably, the back of the second row's split
bench seat reclines only if your Explorer has a third-row seat. The "quad seating" option on
Limited models places reclining captain's chairs in the second row with a storage console
between them, but drops passenger capacity to six. Doing so could save you hundreds or

thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service
reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them.
Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive
database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Used Ford Explorer. Is it better to lease or buy a
car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a
financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off
the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less
expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive
a new car every three years or so. Check out Ford lease specials Check out Ford Explorer lease
specials. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View Photos.
Appraise this car. Weak and thirsty V6 engine, some low-grade interior materials, dated interior
design. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review.
Vehicle overview. For the Ford Explorer, the 4. Read more. Write a review See all 30 reviews.
Trying Again With a Newer Model. I bought this model used in Aug after finding it on the lot
before it was advertised for sale. I wanted to trade in my '04 Explorer XLT after a mechanic told
me the rear differential would fail 'soon'. The '04 was a money pit and I wasn't going to spend
another cent on it, despite putting a rebuilt tranny into it at 67k miles. I'd read the '10 Explorer's
reliability was much better more like my '97 Explorer , and this vehicle, with only I've been very
happy with it so far after 3 years, because When I complained in a customer reply survey that
the cheap wheel bearings used on this needed replacement at I've never formally complained to
Ford before, but it paid off here. As another reviewer noted, the Goodyear OEM tires have no
lifespan - almost shot after only Summer round trips average between MPG. Favorite Features:
Extremely smooth ride. Roomy interior. Love the heated seats and mirrors for cold upstate NY
winters. Thank goodness for the backup sensors. I really like the Sirius satellite radio, too. The
headrests, and the seating position they forced, took some time to get used to, and the blind
spots they create are enormous. I learned that if I adjusted the side-view mirrors much wider
than usual, it helped. Read less. They are very comfortable we have heated leather seats fuel
mileage about No problems to speak of. Been great! One set of tires around 45k is all. The hp V6
is a very good engine. What it 'might' lack in [V8-like] power, it makes up for in mpg and all
other areas. And you feel safe driving it! AnFeels like a nice, good sized solid SUV that rides like
a car! There's a metal therm housing for sale, though what I did was simply add a small bottle of
Stop Leak [pellets] to the radiator, think is about oz. No more small leak there. For me it's been
simply the re-engaging of the trans after 'coasting'. No problem with mine here at 80k. Change
trans fluid, oil, and diff 80w gear and transfer case fluids, and coolant flush when needed and
you ''should'' be good to go. Good luck. Wish I had known Ford Explorers have transmission
issues before I bought this vehicle. Loved it but immediately noticed that it was shifting at the
appropriate time and when it did it was shifting very hard. Also makes a "clunk" sound when
coming to a stop - again the transmission. So far the only thing the dealer can tell me is that
they are waiting on Detroit to acknowledge the problem. Said they had this issue with 2
previous year models as well. Contacted customer care in Detroit and was told the vehicle was
"functioning as designed". Will try to pursue resolution under the lemon law from here. Don't
buy this vehicle! See all 30 reviews of the Used Ford Explorer. Write a review. Frontal Barrier
Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact
Test. See full safety scores. Sponsored cars related to the Explorer. Sign Up. A majority of all
used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded, salvaged and rebuilt
and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years, CARFAX has been collecting
data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped millions of used car shoppers
reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly hidden problems. For more than
30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car shoppers make better purchase
decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition, CARFAX has helped used car
dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and sell their American cars with
confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built up its database with the help
of its partners and sources, including government offices, law enforcement agencies, service
and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and many more. In addition to publicly
available information, CARFAX has collected information from many independent reliable
sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth. Immediately to the Internet,
paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I had the report. Vehicle imported from California to
Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying
Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to
help you make better purchase decisions. Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market

leader. The most popular blog articles How to detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one
of the most occurring types of fraud in the selling process of used cars. However, there are
ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained
eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a car from the USA. There are a few advantages to
buying a American used car. Check the Service History of a Car. How important is the service
history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these questions and explains the importance of the
service history of a car, as well as where you can find the complete history of service records.
Make a VIN Search. Although engine performance is mediocre, the midsize Ford Explorer
deserves consideration from anyone shopping for a traditional SUV, thanks to its superb road
manners, long list of safety features and usable seating in all three rows. As far as consumers
were concerned, its taller ride height, spacious cargo hold and all-weather versatility made it the
perfect family vehicle. Unfortunately, the rollover accident scare during the summer of cast a
pall over the Explorer nameplate and turned off potential buyers despite the fact that the
third-generation model present was a much safer vehicle -- and roomier to boot. Sales
eventually recovered with the help of incentives and positive word of mouth, but these days the
Explorer has a lot more competition. In addition to its many truck-based peers, numerous
car-based crossover SUVs now occupy this price range, and many of them are just as
family-friendly as the Explorer while offering better fuel economy and more upscale
accommodations. This doesn't mean the Ford Explorer wouldn't be a good choice, especially if
you need three rows of usable seating in a midsize SUV body. Ford made substantial upgrades
to the Explorer for the model year that refined its already impressive road manners. We
consider it one of the best-handling truck-based SUVs on the market, and its smooth, quiet
highway ride makes it a natural road trip candidate. A long list of standard equipment doesn't
hurt either, and important safety features like front-seat side airbags, first- and second-row side
curtain airbags and AdvanceTrac stability control are all included. Some buyers might lament
the fact that the side curtain airbags don't extend back to the third row, but the Explorer offers
an additional feature that many of its competitors don't have: Roll Stability Control. Pioneered
by Volvo, this system uses a gyro sensor to identify a potential rollover situation and activates
AdvanceTrac to try to avoid it. Other than its typically low resale value, the Ford Explorer's main
weakness regards its engine output. The base V6 engine makes just horsepower, a low number
for this class, and the engine isn't especially refined. The optional V8 is smoother and puts up
more impressive numbers -- hp, pound-feet of torque -- but lacks the bottom-end pull of
competitors' V8s and, increasingly, their V6s as well. For buyers who aren't concerned about
having the quickest SUV in the neighborhood, the Ford Explorer offers an impressive package.
It's comfortable enough to use for carpool duty during the week, yet rugged enough to handle a
pound trailer or the dirt trail to the cabin on the weekend. Although we encourage family-minded
buyers to check out the many alternatives in this price range, including car-based utes, wagons
and minivans, Ford's Explorer remains a solid pick for those who need the capability of a
traditional SUV. The XLT seats five and comes with inch alloy wheels, air-conditioning, a CD
stereo with an input jack for MP3 players, cruise control and full power accessories. Eddie
Bauer models provide two-tone paint, inch alloy wheels, running boards, leather upholstery, a
power adjustable driver seat, heated front seats, faux wood interior trim and an auto-dimming
rearview mirror. The top-line Limited comes with monochromatic paint, inch alloy wheels,
dual-zone automatic climate control with a separate rear air conditioner , a manually folding
third-row seat for seven-passenger capacity , a power front passenger seat, seat memory for the
driver, an upgraded audio system with an in-dash CD changer and steering-wheel-mounted
controls, a leather-wrapped steering wheel and heated exterior mirrors. The base engine is a 4.
Optional on all models is a 4. A five-speed automatic transmission is standard with the V6
engine, and the V8 comes matched to a six-speed automatic. Buyers have their choice of
two-wheel drive or a four-wheel-drive system with a push-button transfer case with either
engine. Properly equipped, a V8 2WD Explorer can tow pounds. A 4WD Explorer equipped with
the V8 takes about 9 seconds to reach 60 mph. For comparison, a V8-equipped Toyota 4Runner
can perform this feat in the mid 7-second range, as can a Nissan Pathfinder, which only comes
with a V6. All major safety equipment is standard on the Ford Explorer, including four-wheel
antilock disc brakes, a stability control system, front seat-mounted side airbags, first- and
second-row side curtain airbags optional on the XLT and a tire-pressure monitoring system. If
RSC determines a rollover is imminent, it activates the regular stability control to help avoid it.
A reverse parking-sensing system is standard on the Limited and optional on other trims.
Oddly, adjustable pedals are available on the XLT and Eddie Bauer but not the Limited, because
they're incompatible with its seat memory feature. Optional on all Explorers is a heated
windshield, a worthwhile item for families who take wintertime road trips. Any Explorer is a joy
to drive, as truck-based SUVs go. Taking much of the credit for this praise is the rear

independent suspension, which provides a smooth ride and keeps the wheels planted on rough
pavement. Steering is surprisingly responsive and the brakes inspire confidence through a firm
and progressive pedal. Power from either the V6 or V8 engine is adequate, though most buyers
will prefer the V8's extra helping of low-end torque and refinement. Last year's upgrades
provided a cosmetic makeover for the Explorer's traditionally bland cabin. Materials quality is
still mediocre, but a sharp set of gauges, a shapely steering wheel and gear selector, and
various two-tone color schemes make this workaday SUV feel a little more upscale than before.
It's feasible to carry two adults in the third-row seats, but choosing the third-row option slightly
reduces the available cargo space and results in a not-quite-flat load floor. Seven-passenger
Explorers max out at The "quad seating" option on Eddie Bauer and Limited models drops
passenger capacity to six and places reclining captain's chairs in the second row with a storage
console between them. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds
also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help you make informed
decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research the type of car you're
interested in and then select a used car from our massive database to find cheap prew-owned
vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check
the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid
for the Used Ford Explorer. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll
probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true,
provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the
car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a
month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three
years or so. Check out Ford lease specials Check out Ford Explorer lease specials. Popular
searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car.
Engines are weaker than competitors' offerings, some low-grade interior materials, poor
expected resale value. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds'
Expert Review. Vehicle overview. After last year's major upgrades, the Ford Explorer sees only
minor equipment changes. The base XLS trim level is deleted, and all Explorers now come with
an input jack for MP3 players and revised interior door handles. All models can now be
equipped with a navigation system and heated windshield, and the optional rear entertainment
system gets a larger screen. Power retractable running boards are a new option for Eddie Bauer
and Limited models, while XLT buyers can get the Ironman Package, which provides a
monochromatic black exterior and two-tone leather seats. Read more. Write a review See all 53
reviews. Bought this vehicle new in I've had to do very few repairs and have had the oil changed
every 5, miles. I took over changing oil at around , miles and started with synthetic oil. As of
writing this review, I have just over K on this vehicle and did an oil change on it yesterday. All in
all, this has been, and continues to be a very solid and reliable vehicle. The only repairs I have
needed to do so far are replace the thermostat bypass hose, replace upper and lower
thermostat housings, and replace the front and rear wheel bearings. I have had a coolant leak
for some time now. I'm not sure where it is going, but I keep filling the overflow tank to keep a
proper level in it. Yesterdays oil change was not normal though. The oil was congealed inside,
therefore I figured out where the coolant is going. I would have expected the oil to get milky, but
apparently the gold coolant that Ford uses does not do this, and normally the vehicle gets
driven far enough every day to bring the engine up to proper operating temperatures. I pulled
the oil pan off and cleaned out what I could. At this point, I will continue to run the vehicle until
the engine gives up. I will switch to regular high mileage non-synthetic oil and increase the oil
change frequencies to 3, miles. I will pull the oil pan off as needed to clean out the sump to keep
the oil pump pick up screen clear. I would say that if I had to do it over again, I would get the V8
and not the V6. The V8 would be easier to work on. The V6, although a great engine with more
than enough torque, has a cam chain and chain driven oil pump on the back side of the engine
that require the engine to be pulled to service them. I mention this because I also found a piece
of chain tensioner in yesterdays oil change. Whether it is from a cam chain tensioner or the oil
pump drive chain tensioner is unclear, but I'm sure I will find out soon enough. This was also
my first 4WD vehicle. The 4WD has only been needed a handful of times since purchased, but I
try to exercise the system at least every six months to make sure everything still works. Under
the performance category, I gave road handling and transmission OK ratings. It's an SUV, so
road handling is low on the list anyway, but it does a pretty good job. The transmission has
always been a bit twitchy, but has not exhibited any of the failures of the earlier model sealed
transmissions. I gave the overall rating 5 stars. Cam chains are noisy, so we don't use this
vehicle for long distance driving, but it continues to start and run. It burns no oil, and I still have
to add coolant, but the Explorer continues to perform. Read less. Good vehicle but showing its
age. Mark P. This Ford explorer has been a nice little SUV. It has not suffered any major

mechanical failures. Just small things like tire pressure sensor failure, air conditioning failure.
The 4. I really liked the 7 passenger seating. Its getting older now and lots of little things are
failing. The engine and transmission are still strong. The body has held up well, and still no
signs of any rust problems on the body. It still looks very good for its age. Owned this truck for
almost a year now, and am overall very impressed. The ride is amazing for an SUV this size, the
power for the v6 is decent, plenty of power for everyday driving or on the highway. The ride is
very smooth even on cruise control at The fuel economy for most people's driving habits is
about 15 around town and highway. If you drive fuel consciously, I am able to get 17 around
town and 22 highway. Very roomy, third row can fit two grown adults with ease. Plenty of cargo
space, great for towing, better than average stock sound system. Good looking truck inside and
out. I highly recommend this truck! Just bought the XLT with the V8 fairly loaded. Traded up
from a XLT. Very happy so far. The new V8 is awesome, quiet with a little growl when stepped
on. Very smooth acceleration. Would not buy the V6, just too slow. Extremely quiet and
confident ride. Also, the best thing about any Explorer that nobody talks about is that the seats
are very comfortable. Perfect seating for cruising around with your arm hanging out the window
on a nice day. Like a real truck. See all 53 reviews of the Used Ford Explorer. Write a review.
Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS
Rating. Side Impact Test. See full safety scores. Sponsored cars related to the Explorer. Sign
Up. For more information go to We've Made a Site Update. Refresh to the latest version.
Retrieve quote. Track order. Sign In or Create Account. Every Purchase Supports. Texas Relief
Efforts. Select your vehicle. Select Your Vehicle Part. Ford Explorer Alternator. Ford Explorer
Axle Assembly. Ford Explorer Blower Motor. Ford Explorer Brake Booster. Ford Explorer Brake
Caliper. Ford Explorer Brake Disc. Ford Explorer Brake Master Cylinder. Ford Explorer Brake
Pad Set. Ford Explorer Bull Bar. Ford Explorer Bumper Reinforcement. Ford Explorer Dash
Cover. Ford Explorer Door Glass. Ford Explorer Driveshaft. Ford Explorer Engine Control
Module. Ford Explorer Exhaust System. Ford Explorer Floor Mats. Ford Explorer Fog Light
Cover. Ford Explorer Fuel Tank. Ford Explorer Grille Guard. Ford Explorer Grille Trim. Ford
Explorer Headlight. Ford Explorer Helper Spring. Ford Explorer Muffler. Ford Explorer Nerf Bars.
Ford Explorer Power Steering Pump. Ford Explorer Rocker Panel. Ford Explorer Starter. Ford
Explorer Steering Gearbox. Ford Explorer Steering Rack. Ford Explorer T Connector. Ford
Explorer Tail Light. Ford Explorer Throttle Body. Ford Explorer Valance. Ford Explorer Wheel.
Ford Ex
2009 qx56
2007 hyundai santa fe oil filter
2013 ford c max manual
plorer Window Motor. Ford Explorer Wiper Blade. Ford Explorer Wiper Motor. Refine by:. See
All. Shop Ford Explorer Parts. Showing 1 - 15 of results. Display item:. Sort by:. Vehicle Info
Required to Guarantee Fit. Core Charge. Add to cart. Page 1 of Showing 1 - 15 of results. Ford
Explorer Customer Reviews. Feb 15, Perfect fit. Angela Cayetano. Purchased on Jan 30, Feb 12,
This was the perfect part and was easy to assemble. Purchased on Jan 07, May 05, Fits as
advertised, it went on with no issues,. Edward Jackson. Purchased on Apr 28, Helpful
Automotive Resources. Not only are customers allowed to buy new model releases, they can
also make reservations for upcoming ones even before they head to production. When it does,
there is an increased risk of metal fragments being propelled inside the vehicle and potentially
injuring the. Contact Us. Phone Number Shop with Confidence. All Rights Reserved. Terms of
Use. Privacy Policy. California Supply Chain Disclosure. Accessibility Statement.

