Ford taurus 1985

The first-generation Ford Taurus is an automobile that was produced by the Ford Motor
Company as the first of six generations of the Ford Taurus. Introduced in December as a model,
[1] the front-wheel drive Taurus was a very influential design that is credited with saving Ford
from bankruptcy , [1] bringing many innovations to the marketplace [1] and starting the trend
towards aerodynamic design for the American automakers. Development for the first-generation
Taurus started in the early s to replace the Ford LTD , [1] at the cost of billions of dollars , with a
team led by vice president in charge of car development Lewis Veraldi dubbed "Team Taurus".
The Taurus' development employed a strategy of teamwork and customer communication that
would prove very influential for the automotive industry, [1] as it consolidated all of Ford's
designers, engineers, and marketing staff into a group who worked on the car collectively. After
its release, the Taurus became a strong seller, as over , would be sold in the model year, [1] and
over a million were sold by This generation of Taurus continued with only minor changes until it
was replaced in by the second-generation Ford Taurus. When production ended in , more than
2,, First-generation Tauruses had been sold. When Ford set out to develop the Taurus, they
employed a strategy of teamwork that would prove revolutionary in the car development
process. As a result, the interiors and exteriors of many American cars seemed "mismatched".
The Taurus went through many revisions throughout its development. Original prototypes
contained a full glass roof similar to that of the Subaru SVX , though it was deemed "too
radical" and abandoned. Ford premiered the Taurus in a resounding way. In mid, Ford gathered
executives and the press for the unveiling of the Taurus and Mercury Sable. The outlines of the
cars glowed green through the curtain; as the curtain flew up, strobe lights flashed, highlighting
the cars. Many industry journalists, as well as executives at Ford and Chrysler , believed the
Taurus was going to be a failure. After being unveiled in , the Taurus quickly became one of the
most anticipated new cars of It was also received very well by the public, as over , Tauruses
were sold for the model year. The film, which takes place in the year in Detroit , uses the Taurus
extensively as the city's police cars, with a Taurus LX dressed up as a police car being used
extensively by the titular character. The film would turn out to be a large box office success, and
helped to give the car publicity. In , the millionth Taurus was sold [1] after three years in
production. Although it was initially released 25 years ago, the Taurus continues to receive
positive press to this day. The exterior of the Taurus used an aerodynamic design, often likened
to a ' jelly bean ' or 'flying potato', [11] inspired by the design of the Audi and Ford's own
Tempo. The Taurus is credited with bringing many new design features into the mainstream
marketplace. Originally, the U. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration NHTSA required
that all cars sold in the United States use standardized round or rectangular sealed beam
headlights, and Ford had to convince them to change the rule to allow the headlights be any
shape, as long as they met federal lighting standards. The wheels were also pushed out to the
ends of the frame, and were flush with the fender, instead of being recessed into the fender.
This not only improved the car's aerodynamics, it improved handling as well. These design
features helped to make the Taurus one of the most aerodynamic cars of its time, with an
aerodynamic drag ratio of. The interior of a Taurus LX equipped with the column-mounted
shifter and front bench seat configuration. Along with the exterior of the Taurus, its interior is
credited with introducing many innovations that were later adopted onto all cars industry wide.
To further enhance this "user friendliness", the dashboard was designed to have all of the
controls in the central area, within reach of the driver. The left side of the dash also curved
slightly around the driver, to make controls easily accessible as well as creating a "cockpit"
feel. The interior of the Taurus was highly customizable by the buyer to fit their needs, as it had
a large number of options, as well as being available in three different configurations. The most
basic model, the L see below , came standard with just an AM radio and a front cloth bench
seat, [14] while the LX, the highest model, came with a large amount of standard equipment. The
interior received a few major upgrades during the first generation's production run. In , the
Taurus got new door panels that had built in armrests and side speakers for the stereo. The L
was the base model, with only the most basic of equipment. The MT-5 was the second model,
which was aimed at Japanese imports, [14] as it was only available with a 4-cylinder engine and
a manual transmission. In , the MT-5 wagon was dropped due to poor sales, and the MT-5 was
dropped altogether in Ford's 3. The 2. The Mercury Sable was the mechanical counterpart of the
Taurus sold under Ford's near-luxury Mercury brand. Developed jointly with the first-generation
Taurus, it shared its mechanicals with the Sable, albeit little else. The Sable, like the Taurus,
was available in both sedan and station wagon models. However, it was only offered in two
models; the GS and LS. Although it shared the same basic design of the Taurus, it had a
different drivetrain, [14] a different engine developed by Yamaha , [14] as well as many cosmetic
differences on both the exterior and interior. The SHO was not initially intended to be produced
when the Taurus was first developed [17] ; it was produced after Ford shelved a vehicle in

development that was intended to compete with the Pontiac Fiero and Toyota MR2 , and needed
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the seat and interior design predominant in many German cars at the time. Jack Telnack
eventually convinced Ford's board of directors to vote on whether or not to use the grill-less
nose, on which they eventually decided to use on the production version. Despite this, many
initial publicity shots of the Taurus showed it with the black front grille. Canadian Driver.
Archived from the original on However, models available with a manual transmission were only
available in one configuration: bucket seats with a center console and floor-mounted shifter.
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Wikia. Launched on December 26, , as a model, [4] the front-wheel-drive Taurus was a very
influential design that is credited with saving Ford from bankruptcy , [4] bringing many
innovations to the marketplace [4] and starting the trend towards aerodynamic design for the
American automakers in the North American market. Development for the first-generation
Taurus started in the early s to replace the Ford LTD , [4] at the cost of billions of dollars , with a
team led by the vice president in charge of car development Lewis Veraldi dubbed "Team
Taurus. The Taurus' development employed a strategy of teamwork and customer
communication that would prove very influential for the automotive industry, [4] as it
consolidated all of Ford's designers, engineers, and marketing staff into a group who worked on
the car collectively. After its release, the Taurus became a strong seller, as over , would be sold
in the model year, [4] and over a million were sold by This generation of Taurus continued with
only minor changes until it was replaced in by the second-generation Ford Taurus. When
production ended in , more than 2,, First-generation Tauruses had been sold. When Ford set out
to develop the Taurus, they employed a teamwork strategy that would be revolutionary in the
car development process. As a result, the interiors and exteriors of many American cars
seemed "mismatched. The Taurus went through many revisions throughout its development.
Original prototypes contained a full glass roof similar to that of the Subaru SVX , though it was
deemed "too radical" and abandoned. Ford resoundingly premiered the Taurus. In mid, Ford
gathered executives and the press for the unveiling of the Taurus and Mercury Sable. The
outlines of the cars glowed green through the curtain; as the curtain flew up, strobe lights
flashed, highlighting the cars. Many industry journalists, as well as executives at Ford and
Chrysler , believed the Taurus was going to be a failure. After being unveiled in , the Taurus
quickly became one of the most anticipated new cars of It went on to win many awards, most
notably being named Motor Trend's Car of the Year for , [13] as well as being named on Car and
Driver 's Ten Best List for It was also received very well by the public, as over , Tauruses were
sold for the model year. Most notably, the Taurus was prominently featured in the action film
RoboCop , where modified LX sedans are used as police vehicles driven by the titular character
; one of the Taurus sedans used in filming is on display at the Branson Auto Museum in
Branson, Missouri. The Taurus continues to receive positive press, recognizing its lasting
influence on the automobile industry. In , the Taurus was exported to Japan in limited numbers
and sold at Japanese auto dealerships called Autorama a joint venture with Mazda , where the
Taurus LX and the SHO were available in both sedan and wagon versions with left-hand driving
positions until To Japanese buyers, it was regarded as a luxury vehicle as the exterior
dimensions and engine displacement exceeded Japanese government regulations , and buyers
in Japan were liable for additional taxes. The engines offered to Japanese customers, both the
2. The exterior of the Taurus used an aerodynamic design, often likened to a ' jelly bean ' or
'flying potato,' [18] inspired by the design of the Audi and Ford's own Tempo. The Taurus is
credited with bringing many new design features into the mainstream marketplace. Originally,
the U. Ford had to convince them to change the rule to allow the headlights be any shape, as
long as they met federal lighting standards. The wheels were also pushed out to the ends of the
frame, and were flush with the fender, instead of being recessed into the fender. This not only
improved the car's aerodynamics, but it also improved handling as well. These design features

helped to make the Taurus one of the most aerodynamic cars of its time, with an aerodynamic
drag ratio of 0. Along with the exterior of the Taurus, its interior is credited with introducing
many innovations that were later adopted onto all cars industry wide. To further enhance this
"user friendliness", the dashboard was designed to have all of the controls in the central area,
within reach of the driver. The left side of the dash also curved slightly around the driver, to
make controls easily accessible as well as creating a "cockpit" feel. The interior of the Taurus
was highly customizable by the buyer to fit their needs, as it had a large number of options, as
well as being available in three different configurations. The most basic model, the L see below ,
came standard with just an AM radio and a front cloth bench seat, [21] while the LX, the highest
model, came with a large amount of standard equipment. The interior received a few major
upgrades during the first generation's production run. In , the model year Taurus got new door
panels that had built-in armrests and side speakers for the stereo. The L was the base model,
with only the most basic of equipment. The MT-5 was the second model, which was aimed at
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