Ford windstar air conditioning problems

Diagnosing and repairing an air-conditioning problem in a Ford vehicle is a difficult processin
fact, whole semesters are spent at tech colleges teaching students precisely how to do this.
However, when it comes to paying for repairs to heating and air conditioning in Ford models,
many find that AC issues are misdiagnosed and mistreated, costing customers extra money on
unnecessary parts and labors. Knowing how to diagnose and, if possible, repair AC issues in
Ford vehicles can often save a car owner time, money and hassle. Generally speaking,
air-conditioning problems in Ford vehicles have their roots in two specific systems: the air
management aystem and the refrigerant cycling system. The air management aystem is the first
which should be checked, because some of the problems are relatively simple to diagnose. For
example, if the buttons and controls don't work, show too much resistance, or show little to no
resistance, the problem may be electrical. Electrical problems are covered in the final section. In
the case of no airflow, however, the fuse box should be checked for blown fuses. A blown fuse
is an easy and inexpensive fixyou can simply obtain a fuse of the same rating from an auto
store and replaceif it does not happen repeatedly. Electrical and circuitry problems are often the
result of repeated failure. Blower fan fuses are often the first to go and can indicate a problem
with the motor, which, depending on the model, can be simple to replace. You should consult
the owner's manual for instructions if a faulty blower motor is the issue. Heater valves and
vacuum system supply lines, which regulate the temperature and direction of airflow, are easy
to locate with the help of a service manual and can be replaced inexpensively. These systems
are located under the hood of the car and should be checked second, after the air management
aystem has been inspected. An owner's manual must be consulted at the outset, as precise
schematics and directions for troubleshooting may be included. Replacing a missing or broken
compressor drive belt is a very simple fix once located and diagnosed, and will save a costly
trip to a mechanic. You should not forget the Internetinstructional videos on reinstalling the
serpentine belt on a Ford compression system are easy to find. Next, you should look at the
refrigerant hoses, wiring to the compressor and regulatory switches. Any bad connection,
frayed wiring, or oily contact points should be noted. After a thorough inspection is complete,
start up your car and note whether the belts are turning without slipping or making noise, and
how the hoses feel to the touch. The large one should feel cool; the small one, warm. Any
irregular turning, stopping and starting, or stuttering on the part of the belt may indicate a more
serious problem. Should close investigation yield no results, it may be time to take the vehicle
to a qualified mechanic. If, after all other options have been exhausted, airflow continues
through the vents but feels lukewarm, the problem may be the air blend system, which requires
an experienced air system mechanic to fix. If the drive hub is off-center, broken, badly rusted, or
doesn't work at allthat is, if the entire compression system has failedonly a mechanic will be
able to fix it and unfortunately, these repairs usually don't come cheap. Before the car is taken
to a mechanic, though, you should call a mechanic and thoroughly explain the symptoms and
the systems checked. A good mechanic will help an individual to decide how best to proceed,
even if the repairs can be made on a do-it-yourself basis. Alexis Writing has many years of
freelance writing experience. She has written for a variety of online destinations, including
Peternity. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in communication from the University of Rochester.
When to Call the Mechanic Should close investigation yield no results, it may be time to take the
vehicle to a qualified mechanic. See the Back button â€” blue bar at the very top of the page â€”
to explore more. Add your complaint? Loss of front right wheel while driving. While driving the
front passenger side wheel separated from the vehicle. The separation caused damage to the
front passenger side fender. It was later determined the wheel in question separated from the
vehicle as a result of inappropriate clamping force to the assembly. It also appeared that the
lack of clamping force was the result of an under torqued wheel or a wheel and a brake rotor
combination the was inappropriately seated. The rear wipers were defective and the air
conditioner was inoperative. Add Complaint. Rear air will not work. While traveling on highway
and without prior warning there was a bad odor coming from vent area. Dealership is aware of
problem. Power steering line malfunctioned while driving, rendering vehicle difficult to steer,
dealer has repaired vehicle. Consumer also stated the air conditioner was not cooling, there
was a loose connection at compressor, the doors would not lock, the power door actuator was
the cause of the doors not working, windows would not go down because of a bad window
motor. No summary listed for above vehicle. The ignition stopped and this is later than the
reported ignition problems reported in the detroit free press on When the car went in for
warranty work, Ford claimed that it was just a "computer problem. This ignition problem seems
to be occurring in later model cars as my Windstar is a They put in deodorizer, but the smell still
reeks when the heat or air conditioning is put on at any level. What is the problem? Sometimes
this would happen right as I pulled into an intersection, leaving me in the path of oncoming
traffic with no power. This was dangerous because the braking required to hold the vehicle at a

stop was insufficient when the idle randomly surged to high. Both failures had potential to
cause accident but were repaired before any incident occurred. The air conditioning line leading
to the back of the vehicle for rear cooling rubbed against the power steering line, causing the air
conditioning line to rupture. If this had caused the rupture of the power steering line, significant
serious safety consequences could have occurred. Additionally, the loss of the total coolant
due to the ruptured air conditioning line is an environmental issue. We believe this is a major
design flaw in the vehicle and one that warrants immediate attention by the manufacturer. The
vehicle is less than three years old. The car comes to a complete stop with 'service engine
soon" light and can't be started until put in park and then started. Also, as odd as it seems, it
only occurs when turning 'left'. It occurs a few times in a row and then stops only to begin
weeks later. The van has been brought into brady-bushey for this with no repair work performed
because it did not happen when they tested it. They told me to bring it back when it happens
again. But then, when it stops making the noise how am I suppose to prove this noise? Air
conditioning. Air conditioner malfunctioned. The consumer has been experiencing problems
with air conditioner condensor. Th when turning on air conditioner, it gives off a foul odor. The
manufacturer has been contacted. See the Back button â€” blue bar at the very top of the page
â€” to explore more. Add your complaint? No summary listed for above vehicle. Add Complaint.
I have had several different problems with my '95 Windstar since I bought it used in Jan of This
is very dangerous when entering a busy intersection or street. I did some home work on the
internet only to find that it seems all of these problems are very common and everyone seems
to have them at some point or another. I have been thinking of re pairing my transmission but I
have read of several people repairing theirs only to put 2 or even 3 more in. What is it with this
vehicle? Was experiencing problems with head gasket leaking on 01 Jan Problem caused
engine to be damaged. New engine started to have electrical problems. Consumer was traveling
about 60mph on the highway and air conditioner was blowing hot air. Vehicle overheated on the
highway due to engine head gasket blowing out. Water pump leaks coolant and timing case
cover leaks antifreeze. Cause unknown. The air conditioner was working sporadically. Rear
shocks failed at mi. Tailgate lock motor failed, pass window motor faled, sliding door elec
contacts replaced, head gaskets failed 3 times in mi. And many other problems that the dealers
have fixed under warranty or service bulletins. How much will it take for Ford to take
responsibility for the lemon Windstar!!! At 30, miles, transmission was replaced. I was driving
out of my driveway on July 11, when the check engine light came on. I immediately pulled back
into the driveway where the van sat until Monday, July 12, at P. Upon leaving our home with my
husband driving the van and me following in a reliable vehicle, we started out for the dealership
only to stop midway because the van was overheating. We waited for it to cool and started for
the dealership once again. My husband turned the van off as he pulled into the dealership and
had to let it coast the rest of the way because again, it was overheating. They diagnosed the
blown head gasket and intake gasket the next day. On Dec 7, , I was using the van to go home
on my lunch hour. It started to die as I pulled out of my parking space but continued to run. I
headed for home and within 2 blocks, while sitting at a stop light, the van died. I managed to
start it back up only to have it die again. The van had to be towed this time. They diagnosed that
the air flow tube had fallen off of the filter housing. On , I was pulling from my parking space to
go home from work for the day, only to have the van die. It started up again only to make it to
the street out of the parking lot. I started again and made it one full block this time before it died
again. I had to start the van approx. I called the service manager at the Ford dealership and he
came to check things out. He could. Due to a defective moisture punger modulator wiring
harness kit, there is a mildew fungus type that grows in the air conditioner evaporator which
causes the driver and occupants to breath dififcult, and may result in occupants fainting or
possible death. There is a tsp bulletin regarding this problem. Manufacturer is only willing to
pay half for this known problem. IE; while traveling at 65 mph with the air condtioning on, the air
conditioner cut off. Also, engine operated erratically and white smoke come from the exhaust
pipe. Consumer contacted the dealer. Dealer stated that engine head gasket blew out. Dealer
has replaced engine head gasket and other parts. Engine overheated very quickly. Currently our
vehicle is awaiting a new engine after having the head gasket replaced on a recall notice from
Ford last October. While we have an extended warranty on this vehicle, we feel it is not fair they
should have to provide replacement in light of other similar complaints about the same problem
on other Ford Windstar. This vehicle only has 34, miles on it. We have had transmission
concerns about this van as well, however the dealer has never been able to duplicate the
problems experienced. We are very concerned that this van is infact a lemon, and we have
contacted the Ford customer service line, which advised us that no assistance would be
provided because the vehicle was out of manufacturers warranty by time, not by miles. Engine both head gaskets were replaced by dealer, then engine replaced, tranmission showed burnt

fluid and was replaced 3 months following engine replacement, air conditioner failed to work 3
days after transmission replacement. Air conditioner evaporator failed causing leakage. Brakes
replaced, vehicle computer chip failed, air conditioner malfunctioned, the motor started
missing, at 36, miles the vehicle started making chirping noises, belt frayed and a warbeling
sound started in the tires and front end. So how do you find out what problems are occurring?
Any duplicates or errors? It's not us. Don't waste your time wasting ours! If you are interested in
advertising a for-profit service, contact us. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on
Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Add Complaint. Consumer states air conditioner
compressor is noisy. Dealer checked compressor for noise, but no problem found. Noticed
smoke coming from the hood of vehicle. Shortly after, the vehicle was in flames. Investigative
report revealed that the cause of the fire was from the failure of the air conditioner lines which
had been replaced prior to the fire. I have repeatedly contacted my dealer for the problems that
exist with my vehicle. The brakes fail after prolonged pressure at red lights. I was told to set my
parking brakes to adjust. I had two large bumps on the steering wheel. I was told that it was a
broken bearing and they replaced my steering wheel and fixed the broken bearing. The new
wheel has the exact same bumps. I was told not to worry about it. The air conditioner was
making grinding sounds. The compressor was replaced. The enige has a ticking noise when
vehicle is in gear but stopped with brake. I was tols this is the injectors and nothing was wrong.
The van stalls at any speed for no reason after long periods of driving. I was told it was my
alternator. I have had my van not long and already have a rebuilt new van. I went to the dealer
and drove another van. None of the above problems were seen. I was told there is nothing that I
could do but to trade in and pay mega bucks for another one. My van has been in the shop for 9
days the first time and 15 days the second time. I feel I have been wronged by the Ford Motor
Company and I should be given a vehicle that I can drive and feel safe in. I feel that the vehicle
has more problems then the aerostar that I replaced with this one. Please let me know if there is
anything that I can do to solve this problem. If there is nothing, then please warn others from
the problems that I have encurred. Feel free to provide any further information. Not what you are
looking for? Search for something else:. So how do you find out what problems are occurring?
Any duplicates or errors? It's not us. Don't waste your time wasting ours! If you are interested in
advertising a for-profit service, contact us. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on
Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Add Complaint. The contact owns a Ford
Windstar. While having the vehicle serviced for unrelated issues at an independent repair
facility, the contact was informed that the stabilizer bar on the front passenger side was
corroding. The vehicle was then taken to an authorized dealer where the contact was informed
that the air conditioning unit was leaking onto the stabilizer bar causing the rust and corrosion.
The vehicle was not repaired. The failure and current mileages were , The air conditioner, cruise
control, and radio failed. The contact inspected the switch on the master cylinder and noticed
that the switch for the cruise control was covered with fluid. The cruise control switch was
replaced; however, the new switch also failed. He cut the wires to the switch in order to operate
the vehicle. He then heard a knocking sound coming from the engine compartment. The lifters
were replaced, but the knocking sound continued. The upper intake was replaced as well. The
purchase date was unknown. The failure mileage was 98, and current mileage was , Search
CarComplaints. Upon starting the Ford Windstar van Tuesday morning several of the warning
lights stayed on, including the brake and ABS lights. The digital odometer display changed from
numbers to dashes and the speedometer remained at "0" when driving. I took it to the Ford
dealership for repair. It took them 2 days to find the problem which turned out to be a defective
cruise control deactivation switch. The service dept. Manager said we were fortunate that the
van did not catch on fire. He told us that the switch had completely melted and had charred the
surrounding wires. This problem is very similar to the problem which caused the massive Ford
recall in , but Ford claims that this has never been a problem in their minivans. I did not think to
ask at the time if I could have the burned switch. I would like this to go on record in case there
are other vans out there with the same problem. Perhaps the Ford recall needs to be extended
to include the Windstar as well. I contacted Ford by email and was told that there were currently
no safety recalls involving this van. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:.
So how do you find out what problems are occurring? Any duplicates or errors? It's not us.
Don't waste your time wasting ours! If you are interested in advertising a for-profit service,
contact us. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page
Email this page. Add Complaint. I have had several different problems with my '95 Windstar
since I bought it used in Jan of This is very dangerous when entering a busy intersection or
street. I did some home work on the internet only to find that it seems all of these problems are
very common and everyone seems to have them at some point or another. I have been thinking
of re pairing my transmission but I have read of several people repairing theirs only to put 2 or

even 3 more in. What is it with this vehicle? Was experiencing problems with head gasket
leaking on 01 Jan Problem caused engine to be damaged. New engine started to have electrical
problems. Consumer was traveling about 60mph on the highway and air conditioner was
blowing hot air. Vehicle overheated on the highway due to engine head gasket blowing out.
Search CarComplaints. Water pump leaks coolant and timing case cover leaks antifreeze. Cause
unknown. The air conditioner was working sporadically. Rear shocks failed at mi. Tailgate lock
motor failed, pass window motor faled, sliding door elec contacts replaced, head gaskets failed
3 times in mi. And many other problems that the dealers have fixed under warranty or service
bulletins. How much will it take for Ford to take responsibility for the lemon Windstar!!! Due to a
defective moisture punger modulator wiring harness kit, there is a mildew fungus type that
grows in the air conditioner evaporator which causes the driver and occupants to breath
dififcult, and may result in occupants fainting or possible death. There is a tsp bulletin
regarding this problem. Manufacturer is only willing to pay half for this known problem. IE;
while traveling at 65 mph with the air condtioning on, the air conditioner cut off. Also, engine
operated erratically and white smoke come from the exhaust pipe. Consumer contacted the
dealer. Dealer stated that engine head gasket blew out. Dealer has replaced engine head gasket
and other parts. Engine overheated very quickly. Currently our vehicle is awaiting a new engine
after having the head gasket replaced on a recall notice from Ford last October. While we have
an extended warranty on this vehicle, we feel it is not fair they should have to provide
replacement in light of other similar complaints about the same problem on other Ford
Windstar. This vehicle only has 34, miles on it. We have had transmission concerns about this
van as well, however the dealer has never been able to duplicate the problems experienced. We
are very concerned that this van is infact a lemon, and we have contacted the Ford customer
service line, which advised us that no assistance would be provided because the vehicle was
out of manufacturers warranty by time, not by miles. Engine - both head gaskets were replaced
by dealer, then engine replaced, tranmission showed burnt fluid and was replaced 3 months
following engine replacement, air conditioner failed to work 3 days after transmission
replacement. Air conditioner evaporator failed causing leakage. Brakes replaced, vehicle
computer chip failed, air conditioner malfunctioned, the motor started missing, at 36, miles the
vehicle started making chirping noises, belt frayed and a warbeling sound started in the tires
and front end. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:. According to
Edmunds, although the Windstar
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was a reliable vehicle with numerous safety features, it could never compete successfully with
its Toyota and Honda counterparts. MSN Auto states that a common air-conditioning AC issue
with through Windstar models lies in its pressure switches, which help protect the AC
compressor. Symptoms of failing pressure switches include an improperly functioning
compressor and AC freeze buildup. Although noise may seem like an annoyance, it may
indicate a more serious problem. Windstar owners reported noticing a burning smell
accompanied, in some cases, by smoke or fire. In , Ford recalled more than , Windstar AC
blower motor units manufactured between and If you have not received a recall notice, call your
Ford dealer to find out whether your vehicle is on the recall list. Anthony Faccenda has been
writing entertainment-related articles since He is a member of the National Honors Society for
history. Recall In , Ford recalled more than , Windstar AC blower motor units manufactured
between and

