Mazda tribute 2008

Extensive exterior and interior revisions have freshened the Mazda Tribute, but its aging
chassis and stale driving dynamics can't match newer compact SUVs. That was hardly a bad
thing, as it shared a comfortable carlike driving experience, and a useful cargo- and
people-hauling interior. The heavily revised Mazda Tribute continues that tradition, as it's even
closer in appearance inside and out to the Ford Escape. New styling and a greatly improved
interior make the Tribute more competitive in the rapidly expanding compact-to-midsize
crossover SUV field, but its carried-over powertrain and chassis further diminish any
zoom-zoom claims. Although its styling is hardly consistent with the rest of Mazda's sporty
lineup, the Tribute's redesigned duds are nevertheless a stylish, alternative take on the new
Escape. Inside, the story's pretty much the same, though the crummy hard plastics of the past
Tribute have at least been replaced by higher-quality and more stylish materials. Available rich
two-tone color schemes and "ice blue" lighting create a warm, yet modern look. The dress may
have changed, but it's pretty much the same girl underneath, as the platform that debuted in
hasn't been updated beyond an improved electric power steering system. Nor has there been
any significant change in terms of features, as premium items like a navigation system or
Bluetooth connectivity still aren't offered. It's still a decent vehicle, and its price -- thousands
less in some cases -- could make it appealing to those on a tight budget. But with so much to
choose from this year, we think most shoppers should consider other options before deciding
on the Tribute. It's broken into i and s models, which are equipped with four- and six-cylinder
engines, respectively. Both are offered in the same three trim levels -- Sport, Touring and Grand
Touring. The base-level Sport comes equipped with inch alloy wheels, air-conditioning, full
power accessories, cruise control, a CD player and an audio auxiliary jack. The Touring adds a
roof rack, tinted rear windows, a power driver seat and a few other convenience features. The
Grand Touring includes heated exterior mirrors, automatic headlamps, a sunroof,
leather-trimmed seats with front seat heaters, a retractable cargo cover and an upgraded sound
system with a six-CD changer. The latter two items are optional on the Touring. A towing
package, an auto-dimming rearview mirror and a rear-seat DVD entertainment system
dealer-installed are among items that are optional on all three trim levels. The Tribute is
available with a choice of two engines: a 2. Both come with a four-speed automatic
transmission, although a five-speed manual is standard on the Tribute i Sport 2WD. All-wheel
drive is available on all models, but for those who don't experience seriously inclement weather,
the front-wheel-drive Tribute is a perfectly adequate and more fuel-efficient choice. Towing
capacity for the V6 is a respectable 3, pounds. The Tribute comes with an impressive portfolio
of standard safety equipment including front side airbags, full-length side curtain airbags,
antilock brakes, stability and traction control, and a tire-pressure monitor. In NHTSA crash
tests, the Mazda Tribute earned an unusually low score, just three out of five stars, for driver
protection in head-on collisions. Front passenger protection is rated at five stars, however, as is
front and rear occupant protection in side impacts. A new electric power steering system
delivers surprisingly good road feel and response. Handling is respectable, with the SUV
remaining flat through corners and composed in quick transitions. Ride quality is relatively
smooth, making this SUV a suitable choice for commuting or hauling around the family.
Nevertheless, many competitors are more refined and fun to drive than the Mazda Tribute.
Braking is also disappointing with rear drum brakes standard on all trim levels. Although
reasonably powerful, the V6 engine provides mediocre gas mileage. The hp four-cylinder is a
good option for buyers on tighter budgets -- expect slower acceleration and better mileage than
you'd get with the V6. Like the Tribute's exterior, the interior features little Mazda family
resemblance apart from the badge on its steering wheel. Besides that and unique two-tone color
combinations, the Tribute is virtually identical to the Ford Escape and Mercury Mariner. Unless
you're a devout Mazda fan, this isn't really a bad thing, as the control layout and build quality
are generally impressive. The HVAC and stereo controls are split like in other Mazdas, with
read-outs placed high atop the dash in legible blue letters and numbers. The controls
themselves are a huge improvement over the unattractive cookie-cutter units found in most
other Ford family products. Folding that seat down is a bit of a chore, too, as the headrests
must be removed and the bottom cushions tipped forward before the seatbacks can be flipped
down. Cargo space stands at 29 cubic feet behind the second row and 66 cubes with the second
row folded down. Available styles include i Sport 4dr SUV 2. Doing so could save you hundreds
or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service
reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them.
Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive
database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Used Mazda Tribute. Is it better to lease or buy a

car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a
financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off
the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less
expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive
a new car every three years or so. Check out Mazda lease specials Check out Mazda Tribute
lease specials. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View
Photos. Appraise this car. Mediocre braking, disappointing fuel-efficiency, folding down second
seat a multistep process. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds'
Expert Review. Vehicle overview. The Mazda Tribute has been heavily revised with significant
changes made to the exterior styling and a more stylish, functional and better constructed
interior. Like the closely related Ford Escape, the Tribute's engines and chassis carry over
virtually untouched. A hybrid-powered Tribute is also expected for this year. Read more. Write a
review See all 59 reviews. From new to now problems continue. Interior is noisy from all the
cheap plastics. Suspension and ride quality is really bad too. I would not recommend
purchasing this, you're better off with a Kia!! Read less. Window Regulator Should be Recalled.
So not a bad car as my first mazda purchase. I am totally surprised there hasn't been a recall on
these, that all but one of my power window regulators have snapped. Really poor poor poor
design and cheap materials. No-way since this is faulty equipment. Also gas pedal gets stuck.
Incredibly dangerous. Not sure what's worse; windows that do not work or a gas pedal that gets
stuck. Other than that.. So I hate to say anything bad about my Tribute, which we just traded in
last week, and I loved owning. It was a simple car without any fuss, and perfect for me! The only
bad thing about it is the rust. I noticed a few other reviews mentioning this, and i found it a little
too coincidental that we all have found the same rust problems. Mazda must have gotten cheap
on their materials, or they stared buying steel from China. I bent down to check on my tires one
day and I couldn't believe how badly rusted out the wheel well was. I traded the car in a week
later. Wish I'd never bought it! Thought that was a thing of the past! Had to have it towed. Now
the transmission went out at , See all 59 reviews of the Used Mazda Tribute. Write a review.
Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. See full
safety scores. Sponsored cars related to the Tribute. Sign Up. A majority of all used US imports
have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded, salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to
Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years, CARFAX has been collecting data on US
vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped millions of used car shoppers reduce their
risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly hidden problems. For more than 30 years,
CARFAX has been helping millions of used car shoppers make better purchase decisions and
avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition, CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the
world to build trust with their customers and sell their American cars with confidence. With
more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built up its database with the help of its partners and
sources, including government offices, law enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car
dealerships, insurance companies and many more. In addition to publicly available information,
CARFAX has collected information from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the
service, the price was absolutely worth. Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in
10 minutes I ha
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

