Mercedes sprinter interior lights not working
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Problem. Thread starter Butterbean Start date Mar 28, Tags c cdi interior light. Butterbean New
Registration. Hello Eveyone! I was wondering if anyone else has had a problem of the interior
lights not coming on when you unlock the car or open the door? Any help will be much
appreciated. I presume the switch is in the correct poistion for auto lights operation? If in doubt
the manual will tell you. Alex M Grieve Senior Member. You have "on all the time" Off all the
time" and "on with the doors open" Some cars have further menu's in the cluster. Butterbean
said:. I know on my car when I unlock or open doors during dark hours it will light up and fog
lights come on. However no lights appear what so ever during the daylight hours. Im sure at
least the interior light should come on during the daylight if the door is open, should it not? You
must log in or register to reply here. As a member of our Mercedes Owners' club , you will enjoy
numerous savings on an expanding range of services including, Insurance, Parts and Servicing,
RAC Membership plus much more. You receive our monthly magazine and free classified ads
when you decide to trade up a model. This site uses cookies to help personalise content, tailor
your experience and to keep you logged in if you register. By continuing to use this site, you are
consenting to our use of cookies. Accept Learn moreâ€¦. Top Bottom. Car interior lights can be
broken down into different categories like dashboard lights, dome lights, map lights, and
others, and they can fail all at once or one at a time. Since there are so many different types of
car interior lights, a failure can be either an annoyance or a real safety issue. In any event,
figuring out what to do when your car interior lights stop working is usually a pretty
straightforward diagnostic process that can be accomplished with some very basic diagnostic
tools like screwdrivers and a test light. Interior lighting is one of two pretty broad umbrellas that
encompass all of the different types of lights in and around your car. The other category is
exterior lighting, which covers everything from your headlights to your tail lights and everything
between. Car interior lights can be further broken down by their specific purposes. Dashboard
lights can help you see your instruments, like the speedometer, at night, and are often
adjustable to help prevent night blindness. Depending on the vehicle, all of the interior lights
may be on one circuit, or there may be several circuits. One interior light may also be controlled
by multiple switches, so there are a number of different potential ways for them to fail. For
instance, a dome light may have a manual switch at the light, even though it can also be
switched on and off, or dimmed, by a switch on the dash. When your car interior lights stop
working, the best place to start is also the easiest fix. The most common cause of this problem
is when someone other than the driver uses the dome light or dimmer switch. This can leave the
interior lights in a state where they no longer come on when you open the door. Depending on
how your interior lights are wired, and the types of switches you have, you may need to push a
different combination of buttons to get your interior lights to come on. In general, you will want
to try rotating the dimmer if there is one and try it in different positions. In some cases, rotating
the dimmer all the way in one direction will cause it to click, which may either indicate it is in the
on position or the off position. With the dimmer in different positions or the dash-mounted
interior light button in different positions, you can try operating your dome light, map light, or
other interior lights with their individual switches. Depending on how your car is set up, your
fuse box may be located in or near the glove box, under the dashboard, or in the engine
compartment. Failing that, you can usually search the Internet to find a picture of the location of
your exact fuse box. Fuses can blow and still look fine, so the only way to actually check them
is with a tool like a multimeter or a test light. The easiest way to check fuses is with a test light.
All you have to do is clamp one end to bare metal somewhere on your car and then touch the
probe end to each side of a fuse. With the ignition key in the on position, your test light should
illuminate when you touch both sides of each fuse. Never use a fuse with a bigger number, as
doing so could cause catastrophic damage to the wiring in your car. It may be a permanent
fault, or it may be temporary, but the only way to know for sure is to replace the fuse and see
what happens. It may still be something you can handle yourself, but some shorts will require
the attention of a professional technician. The last point of failure that can affect all of your
interior lights at the same time is a bad door switch. These switches can be found in the door
jambs of most cars, so they are often referred to as door jamb switches. When the interior lights
in a car are working correctly, they will usually come on when you open your door and then
shut off some time after you close the door. This process relies on a switch in the door jamb
that opens when you open the door and closes when you close the door. These switches are

often covered by a rubber boot that you can pry off with a flat blade screwdriver. The switch can
then be unbolted or unscrewed. If you have a multimeter, you can test the switch by connecting
to both terminals and checking for continuity. You can then activate the switch and check again.
If your interior lights used to stay on for a while after closing your doors, then there is probably
some kind of timer module in the circuit. So if your fuses are good, the door jamb switch checks
out okay , and everything else seems to be in working order, you may be dealing with a more
complex problem. With that in mind, a professional technician will be able to help you if you get
this far without finding any obvious problems. When one or more interior lights stop working,
and the others still work just fine, the problem is usually just a burned out bulb. This is very
easy to check and fix. The first step is to remove the cover of the interior light that stopped
working. This may require you to unfasten some screws, although many of these covers are
literally snapped in place by hidden clasps. These can usually be popped out with the careful
use of a thin screwdriver. With the cover off, the next step is to remove the bulb. Some bulbs
are removed by applying light pressure and twisting, while others screw out like a regular
lightbulb, and others are snapped into holders. If the test light illuminates, that means the bulb
is bad. For instance, you may have multiple dome lights that all use the same type of bulb, or
the bulbs may be the same in the door-mounted sockets. If you can't find a working one, then
you can use an online fit guide to find the correct part number. In either case, the known-good
bulb should light up when you replace the non-working bulb. Jeremy Laukkonen. Jeremy
Laukkonen is tech writer and the creator of a popular blog and video game startup. He also
ghostwrites articles for numerous major trade publications. Facebook Twitter LinkedIn. Updated
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Both globes check out okay but there doesn't appear to be any current flow to the lamps so I'm
wondering if a fuse has blown? Thanks Eddy. Algiirhythm New member. Did you ever resolve
this problem? I'm having a similar issue. Have either of you checked the fuses? Namely, fuse 19
7. I have the same issue on my Anyone have this problem before I figured my own problem out I
plugged it all the way in and problem fixed Snowydelrico New member. My cabin lights work
when I open passenger door but not when I open drivers side. Noticed that condensation had
been dripping on to the cab lights from the areal blot. The PCB had a bit of corrosion on it so I
cleaned it up. The next stop I think is to check the switches on the doors. Seems a bit to much
of a coincidence for three door switches not to be working though. Any help would be much
appreciated. My van is a mwb Mercedes-Benz sprinter. Interestingly enough I have the same
problem. Add me to the list. If I keep the headlight switch in auto, the headlights stay on all the
time and NAV display is too dim to read. All fuses were checked with a test light as being OK. I
suspect condensation somewhere but everything is bone dry up above the light assembly in the
headliner. You must log in or register to reply here. Top Bottom. Note: The online Owner's
Manual is the latest version available. Deviations between this manual and items specific to
your vehicle may occur since Mercedes-Benz constantly adapts its vehicles to the latest
technology and modifies design and equipment. Please note that this online Owner's Manual
does not under any circumstances replace the printed Owner's Manual which is supplied with
the vehicle. Legal requirements may impose variations in certain countries. When driving in
countries in which traffic drives on the opposite side of the road to the country where the
vehicle is registered, the oncoming traffic may be dazzled. On vehicles with halogen headlamps
you must have the headlamps partially masked. On vehicles with bi-xenon headlamps you must
have the headlamps switched over beforehand. You will find further information in the
"Operation" section more. The light switch can be used to switch the vehicle lighting on or off.
The light switch is located between the driver's door and the steering wheel. Left-hand parking
lamp on. Side lamps, licence plate illumination and instrument lighting on. Turn the key to
position 1 in the ignition lock. Turn the light switch to. The indicator lamp in the instrument
panel lights up. Vehicles without steering wheel buttons more. This is not possible in countries
where constant headlamp mode is a legal requirement. The dipped-beam headlamps, side
lamps and licence plate lighting are switched on when the engine is running. If you turn the light
switch to or , the corresponding light is switched on. Constant headlamp mode remains
activated if the light switch is turned to. Parking lamps, dipped-beam headlamps and licence
plate illumination are switched on automatically depending on ambient light conditions. If the
light switch is set to , the dipped-beam headlamps will not come on automatically if it is foggy.

This could endanger you and others. Therefore, turn the light switch to in fog. The automatic
headlamp feature is only an aid. The driver is responsible for the vehicle's lighting at all times.
Turn light switch to or. If your vehicle is only equipped with rear foglamps, you must turn the
light switch to. The green indicator lamp next to the light switch lights up. The yellow indicator
lamp next to the light switch lights up. The headlamp range control allows you to adjust the
cone of light from the headlamps to suit the vehicle load. The cone of light from the headlamps
changes if seats are occupied or if the load compartment is being loaded or unloaded. This
could impair visibility and dazzle oncoming traffic. You can only adjust the headlamp range
while the engine is running. On vehicles with bi-xenon headlamps and vehicles with electronic
level control, the headlamp range is controlled automatically. To switch on: switch on the
dipped-beam headlamps more. Press combination switch forwards. The indicator lamp on the
instrument panel comes on. Turn the key to position 1 or 2 in the ignition lock. Pull the
combination switch briefly in direction. To indicate: press the combination switch in desired
direction or , until it engages. The combination switch automatically returns to its original
position after large steering movements. To indicate briefly: press the combination switch
briefly in desired direction or. The corresponding turn signal flashes three times. When the
dipped-beam headlamps are switched on, the cornering light function improves the illumination
of the road in the direction you are turning. The cornering light may continue to be lit for a short
time, but is deactivated automatically after a maximum of three minutes. The hazard warning
lamps work even when the ignition is switched off. If you have indicated a turn while the hazard
warning lamps are switched on, only the turn signal lamps on the side of the vehicle selected
will light up. If the hazard warning lamps have been switched on automatically, press the hazard
warning lamp switch to switch them off. The vehicle will then be unsafe as its rear lights will not
be visible for approaching traffic. Other road users may not realise until too late that it is an
obstruction. This could lead to an accident. You should ensure that the vehicle is visible from
the rear in accordance with the relevant national regulations, by using the warning triangle for
instance. If you switch on interior lights or the reading lamps manually, they switch off
automatically after about twenty minutes. The interior lighting switches off automatically. If a
door is left open, the interior lighting switches off after approximately 20 minutes. In crewbuses
equipped with convenience interior lighting, the central control switch for the rear interior
lighting is located between the steering wheel and the ignition lock. To activate: press upper
section on the switch. The interior lights are switched on if the switches on the interior lights
more have not been switched to off. To deactivate: press lower section of the switch. The
interior lights are all switched off, regardless of the position of the switch on the interior light.
To switch on: move the central control switch for the rear interior lighting to position. If the
switches on the interior lights more are set to automatic control , the interior lights come on as
soon as you open a door or unlock the vehicle. The interior lights switch off automatically after
twenty minutes. The interior lighting is also switched on by the motion detector in the load
compartment on panel vans equipped with this feature. Motion detectors use the invisible
infrared radiation emitted by LEDs light emitting diodes. Do not view invisible infrared radiation,
laser class 1M, directly using optical instruments, such as spectacles. If the motion detector
detects a movement in the load compartment when the vehicle is stationary, the interior lighting
switches on for approximately two minutes. The interior lighting can be switched on by the
motion detector within four seconds if:. The motion detector switches off automatically if no
change is detected in the vehicle for several hours, e. This prevents the battery from becoming
discharged. Contact Print page. In depth. Lighting Print page. Quick access Contents General
notes Light switch Headlamp range adjustment Combination switch: Cornering light function
vehicles with bi-xenon headlamps Hazard warning lamps Front interior lighting Rear interior
lighting. General notes Legal requirements may impose variations in certain countries. Light
switch Location The light switch can be used to switch the vehicle lighting on or off. Light
switch. Dipped-beam headlamps. Constant headlamp mode You can adjust constant headlamp
mode in the on-board computer: vehicles without steering wheel buttons more Vehicles without
steering wheel buttons more. Automatic headlamp mode Parking lamps, dipped-beam
headlamps and licence plate illumination are switched on automatically depending on ambient
light conditions. Headlamp range adjustment The headlamp range control allows you to adjust
the cone of light from the headlamps to suit the vehicle load. Combination switch: Main-beam
headlamps Headlamp flasher. Main-beam headlamps. Headlamp flasher. Turn signals To
indicate a right turn To indicate a left turn. Cornering light function vehicles with bi-xenon
headlamps When the dipped-beam headlamps are switched on, the cornering light function
improves the illumination of the road in the direction you are turning. Hazard warning lamps The
hazard warning lamps work even when the ignition is switched off. Front interior lighting
Standard front interior lighting To switch on the interior lighting Automatic control To switch off

the interior lighting. Automatic control The interior lighting comes on when you: unlock the
vehicle open a door remove the key from the ignition lock. Interior light with switch To switch
on the interior lighting To switch off the interior lighting Automatic control. Central control
switch for the rear interior lighting To switch on the interior lighting Automatic control To switch
off the interior lighting. Automatic control. In order to switch the interior lights on again, you
must: open a door switch on the ignition again. Load compartment motion detector The interior
lighting is also switched on by the motion detector in the load compartment on panel vans
equipped with this feature. Your eyes could be injured. The interior lighting can be switched on
by the motion detector within four seconds if: the interior light switch more is set to "Automatic
control" the vehicle is stationary, the parking brake is applied and the brake pedal is not being
depressed or the selector lever is in position P on vehicles with automatic transmission and the
brake pedal is not being depressed and the vehicle has not been locked from the outside using
the key. Cornering light function vehicles with bi-xenon headlamps. Right-hand parking lamp
on. Automatic headlamp mode. Having a large fleet of Sprinter vehicles running on delivery
routes has its problems and one reoccurring issue is the cargo area lighting being left on over
the weekend and flattening the battery. The issue really is I suppose mainly that the cargo area
door pin switches get damaged both through worn fold back rear door hinges and clumsy
forklift loading, worn ill-fitting doors continually not helping the situation. What happens is each
of the rear interior light unit switches gets set to middle position off during the day and as
unloading at the depot is done in the evening the switches are moved to the permanent on
position to illuminate work. Obviously this is forgotten about when the doors are shut and they
drive back to the parking lot at the end of the day. The van is then locked, keys placed at the
lodge and off home the driver goes â€” lights still on. So how do you modify the rear interior
lighting so this does not happen? Lets take a look at how the current set up works. Each of the
three rear light units can be operated separately by their own wheel control. Permanently On, or
On when a door is open pin switch activation. There are three wire terminations to the rear of
the lamp assembly; these are plugged into the loom via a three pole-latching plug. To gain
access to the rear of the unit and the connector, use a screwdriver to prize the right hand edge
of the plastic lamp to the left and lever it out of the pocket in the steel body. Be careful as the
central copper band you can see on the back of the lamp is live 12v supply and can short on the
body if you do not observe some caution when taking out the lamp unit. Nearest the connector
plug latch you have: Brown ground , The middle wire: Red-Yellow supply Furthest wire away
from the plug latch: Brown-White ground via pin switch. Below is the common schematic for UK
Mercedes Sprinter vans without the timed delay illumination option most pre cargo vans. What
was required was a way to indicate that the rear lamps were on behind the full bulkhead from
the driver compartment, even better if all the lights in the cargo area could be isolated switched
on and off from the cab. Investigation of the dome lamp in the cab area found that it had two
lighting circuits included within. The first, left hand lamp in the dome operates like the rear
cargo lights, switch positions for Off, On, or On with front cab doors open. Turning off the map
light in the cab ensures all the rear lighting is off and not draining the battery unseen. As the
live supply is common and fused through Fuse 18 15A any switch in this circuit would remove
power from all interior lighting, including the front dome lamp. Power to the cargo lamps is split
into two sections of loom running down both the left and right side of the vehicle on the mid
level box section, so adding a switch to live supply here is not straight forward. To achieve this
you will first have to run a new common cable between all lamps that will become your
cab-switched ground. This can be fed down the cab headlining to exit at the dome lamp and run
to each of the rear lights in turn. It is possible to thread the wire over and inside one of the roof
supports to reach the light behind the sliding door pillar. Because of the repeated damage to the
pin switches on the doors and the nature of the use of the vans for multi-drop delivery, we no
longer required the lights to come on with a door open in the rear area. What was preferred was
that the driver switched on the rear lights from the cab before entering. Once he got back into
the cab he would turn off the lights on the dome light switch. Should he leave the lights on in
the rear the front map light would be illuminated warning him to the fact. Modifying the
connections to each the rear lamps was simple. Then cut the existing Brown ground wire a
couple of inches back from the connector and tape the loom. Now connect your new common
ground to the short stub of brown wire from the plug using insulated wire-crimps. Once all three
cargo lights have been modified place their wheel switches into the permanently on position.
Each lamp can still individually be turned off and isolated if needed by selecting the middle or
door pin position. Within the front dome light correctly identify the map reading bulb, this
festoon lamp will be held in position by two spring clips on the PCB. Identify the outermost
pointing clip holding the festoon lamp and carefully solder the new common earth cable you
have run from the rear compartment to this point. Be sure to solder it to the outside part of the

clip to maintain a good connection of the clip to the map bulb. See photograph above. Having
dismantled the switch and looked how the switch functions I have determined that this point
gets grounded when the switch is placed in the map light position â€” perfect for what we
require! You could if you wished check this out on your own dome light with a test meter just to
confirm your configuration is identical. We decided to replace the existing festoon bulbs with
LED types. This has two benefits for us. The first is that
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the light from the lamps is brighter than standard bulbs and also the total current drawn is
substantially less, further ensuring that there is no chance of overrating the front dome light
switch. LED bulbs were fitted to the rear light units and they were tested and clipped back into
place. It worked perfectly. A few moments with the driver to explain how the new lighting
worked and they were pleased with the outcome. As the vehicles are parked on a secure
compound at night we briefed the security guard that should he see any interior lamps showing
on in the cabs after dark that he can see from his lodge he would turn them off. We now know
that with this modification that if there is no light on in the front of the cab the cargo area is also
in darkness and we are doubly assured the van will start with a healthy battery after standing a
few days. Your email address will not be published. Plagiocephaly â€” what is it? Leave a Reply
Cancel reply Your email address will not be published.

