Parts of mouth diagram

Also known as the oral cavity, the mouth is the hollow cavity that allows food and air to enter
the body. The mouth contains many other organs - such as the teeth, tongue, and the ducts of
the salivary glands - that work together to aid in the ingestion and digestion of food. The mouth
also plays a major role in the production of speech through the movements of the tongue, lips
and cheeks. The mouth is a hollow cavity formed by the space between the lips, cheeks, tongue,
hard and soft palates and the throat. The lips are soft, fleshy structures that form the anterior
border of the external opening of the mouth. The lips are very flexible and elastic structures and
contain many collagen and elastin fibers and adipose tissue covered by a thin layer of stratified
squamous epithelium. The exterior of the lips is continuous with the skin and is covered by
keratinized epithelium, while the inner surface is continuous with the mucous membrane of the
mouth and is covered by nonkeratinized epithelium. Lateral to the lips are the cheeks, which are
fleshy structures that form the sides of the mouth. Similar to the lips, the exterior of the cheeks
is covered in keratinized stratified squamous epithelium continuous with the skin and the
interior is covered in nonkeratinized stratified squamous epithelium continuous with the
mucous membrane. Between the epithelium layers are layers of connective tissues, nerves, and
muscles. In particular the muscles of the cheeks include the buccinator, orbicularis oris and
zygomaticus major, which move the lips and cheeks. The tongue forms the inferior portion of
the mouth, but often moves throughout the mouth to occupy almost any region of the hollow
cavity. While many people think of the tongue as a muscle, it is actually an organ made of
epithelium, several skeletal muscles, nerves, and connective tissues. The tongue contains many
small ridges known as papillae that help it to grip and move food around the mouth. Taste buds
are hidden in valleys around some of the papillae and produce the sense of taste by detecting
chemicals found in food. The tongue also helps to produce speech by altering or stopping the
flow of air through the mouth to produce the sounds of many consonants. The hard and soft
palates form the roof of the mouth. On the anterior end of the mouth, the hard palate is formed
by the inferior surface of the maxillae and palatine bones. These bones are covered with a thin
layer of connective tissues and mucous membranes, which form small wrinkles. The roof of the
mouth continues posteriorly as the soft palate, a flexible fleshy mass of tissues that ends in the
uvula. The hard and soft palates work together to separate the mouth from the nasal cavity. The
soft palate moves superiorly during swallowing to cover the nasopharynx of the throat,
preventing food from entering the nasal cavity. The throat, or pharynx, is a funnel-shaped tube
located in the posterior of the mouth. The pharynx connects the nasal cavity and mouth to the
esophagus and larynx in the neck. The region of the throat behind the mouth is known as the
oropharynx and forms the posterior wall of the mouth. Food in the mouth is swallowed into the
oropharynx and passed on to the esophagus and the rest of the gastrointestinal tract. Air
inhaled through the mouth or nose also passes through the pharynx on its way to the larynx,
and then passes through the pharynx on its way out of the body during exhalation. Inside the
mouth are several structures that aid in the digestion of food. Teeth are hard structures
specialized for the biting and grinding of food known as mastication, or chewing. They form a
continuous row in the bottom of the mouth surrounding the tongue on the lateral and anterior
sides, as well as another nearly identical row extending from the roof of the mouth. Teeth form
deep roots into the bones of the maxillae and the mandible, but grow out through the gums of
the mouth to form biting surfaces. The gums, or gingiva, are soft mucous membranes
surrounding the teeth, protecting the roots from decay and helping to hold the teeth in place.
Finally, many salivary glands surround the mouth and release their secretion, saliva, into the
mouth through many tiny ducts. Saliva helps to moisten and chemically digest food in the
mouth before it is swallowed. Saliva also protects the teeth from decay by digesting and
washing away tiny bits of food that become stuck to the teeth. By: Tim Taylor. Last Updated:
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Research does not provide medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment. You must consult your own
medical professional. The mouth, or oral cavity, is the specialty area of the dentist. It contains
more than just teeth and gums. The lips, tongue, cheeks, palate, along with the underlying
salivary glands, lymph nodes, muscles, nerves, blood vessels, bones, temporomandibular
joints and numerous other structures are all of interest to the dentist, as this medical
professional examines your mouth. The oral cavity represents the beginning of the digestive
system. The mouth is often divided into the oral cavity and the oropharynx. The oral cavity lies
below the nasal cavity and in front of the pharynx. Other parts of your mouth include the gums,
teeth and tongue, which contain taste buds. The oral mucosa are the tissues that line the
interior of your mouth, while the salivary glands produce saliva. The bottom of your mouth,
located under your tongue, is called the floor. The pharynx, or throat, is a tube about five inches
long composed of three parts: the nasopharynx, the oropharynx and the laryngopharynx. The

nasopharynx starts behind the nose and lies above the oropharynx, located at the very back of
your mouth. The oropharynx includes your tonsils and the bands of tissue around the tonsils,
the soft part of the roof of the mouth soft palate , the back third of the tongue, and the rear wall
of the throat. As you continue down the oropharynx, you reach the laryngopharynx, the space
where food and air pass. It contains your epiglottis, a flap that separates the trachea windpipe
and esophagus tube from throat to the stomach , and which prevents food and drink from
entering the lungs. Oral cancer includes cancers of the mouth and back of the throat
oropharynx. Oral cancer accounts for roughly 3 percent of all cancers diagnosed annually in the
United States, or about 49, new cases each year. While looking in your mouth, say "Ahh" to
lower the tongue and to give you a view of the oropharynx. Look in your mouth and keep an eye
out for small sores or red or white spots inside or around your mouth and throat that last longer
than two weeks. Other signs of oral cancer include lumps, pain, tenderness, and trouble
chewing, swallowing or speaking. Oral cancer most often occurs in people over the age of 40
and affects more than twice as many men as it does women. Most oral cancers are related to
tobacco use, alcohol use or both , or infection by the human papilloma virus HPV. If you have
these risk factors or if you see or feel anything suspicious, visit your dentist for an oral cancer
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Basics Oral anatomy Anatomy of your mouth and throat. Anatomy of your mouth and throat.
Mouth anatomy The oral cavity lies below the nasal cavity and in front of the pharynx. Throat
anatomy The pharynx, or throat, is a tube about five inches long composed of three parts: the
nasopharynx, the oropharynx and the laryngopharynx. Checking your throat and mouth for oral
cancer Oral cancer includes cancers of the mouth and back of the throat oropharynx. Back to
Articles. Follow us. The human mouth is a complex structure that consists of both hard and soft
tissues forming a hollow cavity. The mouth anatomy features several components including the
jaws, teeth, gums, tongue, palate, cheeks, lips, which all together contribute in making possible
the various functions of the mouth. The mouth is also referred as oral cavity or buccal cavity.
The mouth provides the opening through which food and air can enter the human body. Its
anatomic boundaries are defined by the lips at the front, the cheeks at the sides, the tongue and
floor of mouth at the bottom, the palate at the top, and the oropharynx at the back. The different
parts of the mouth play an important role in our daily lives. They work together to chew, grind
and swallow foods, distinguish tastes, speak, and express our emotions. All rights reserved.
Author: Costas Bougalis. The main parts of the mouth anatomy include the following: The Lips
are the soft parts of tissue that form the anterior boundary of the mouth. They can seal the oral
cavity and contribute in several behavioral expressions such as kissing or laughing. The
Cheeks form the sidewalls of the mouth. The Teeth are the white colored calcified structures
within the lower and upper jaws, which we use for chewing. Periodontium is a group of
supporting tissues that surround teeth and keep them in place. The Gingiva Gums is the pink
soft tissue that surrounds teeth and covers the jaw bone. The Periodontal Ligament is a layer of
connective tissue fibers which hold the tooth anchored inside the alveolar socket of the jaw.
Alveolar process is the part of alveolar bone around the tooth sockets where teeth roots are
anchored. The Tongue is a muscular organ that helps us taste foods, chew and swallow them.
Jaws are the two bony structures that form the skeleton of the mouth and carry the 32 human
teeth. The lower jaw also known as mandible is the largest, strongest and the only movable
bone of the face. Its ability to move almost in all directions is important for our ability to chew
properly. Temporomandibular Joint is the joint that connects the lower jaw mandible with the
skull. The Palate is the roof of the mouth, separating it from the nasal cavity. It is divided into
hard and soft palate. The Salivary Glands provide our mouth with saliva. There are 3 pairs of
major salivary glands, and hundreds of smaller ones around the mouth. Saliva is a biological
fluid that moistens and protects the mouth, starts break down foods with its enzymes, and
facilitates swallowing. The Floor of the Mouth is formed mostly by the tongue and by mucous
membranes that extend from the base of the tongue to the gums of the lower jawbone. The
Muscles of the mouth help us perform the controlled movements of the various parts of the
mouth jaw, lips, tongue, cheeks so that we can eat, speak and express ourselves. Learn how to
get the best coverage from your dental insurance:. The information contained in the
MouthAndTeeth. This content is not intended or implied to be a substitute for professional
medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment. The lips are the soft parts of tissue at the front edge of
the cheeks that form the anterior boundary of the mouth. They are covered externally by skin
and internally by the same mucous membrane mucosa that lines the entire oral cavity. The lips
help keep saliva and food inside the mouth and move it over the teeth for chewing. They are
also important in the formation of speech and in several behavioral expressions such as kissing
or laughing. The surface of lips in humans is equipped with very sensitive sensory receptors

that help us determine temperature and texture of food, in order to avoid the ingestion of
excessively hot or cold substances, or of rough, hard, or sharp objects. The inner surface of
each lip is connected in the middle line to the corresponding gum by a fold of mucous
membrane, the labial frenulum. The cheeks form the sidewalls of the mouth and cover the area
of the face below the eyes, between the nose and ears, along the front of the face to the lips.
The cheek muscles are important in smiling, swallowing, compression and keeping food in the
mouth for chewing and digestion. Teeth are the more characteristic part of the mouth's
anatomy. They are white colored calcified organs embedded partially in sockets of the lower
and upper jaws. The crown is the visible part of the tooth above the gums, while the root of the
tooth keeps it in place with the help of the periodontal ligament that anchors it to the alveolar
bone. Teeth in humans and other mammals are a critical component of the digestive system
performing the function of tearing and chewing foods mastication. They also contribute in
speaking by helping in the formation of sounds. Finally, by supporting the lips and the cheeks,
they play a role in the aesthetics of the face. The 20 primary deciduous teeth are the first to
emerge; later they are replaced by the 32 permanent teeth of the adult human dentition between
6 to 13 years of age. There are 4 distinct types of adult teeth with different morphology and
function: incisors, canines, premolars, and molars. Each tooth is composed of 4 types of dental
tissues: enamel, dentin, cementum, and pulp. Periodontium is a group of supporting tissues
that surround teeth and keep them in place. The gingiva, known as gums, is the pink soft tissue
that surrounds teeth and covers the jaw bone. Gums are a delicate tissue that can easily get
irritated, inflamed, and start to bleed if infected by the bacteria of dental plaque , developing a
condition called gingivitis. When not treated, the condition can progress to periodontitis, a more
severe form of gum disease, which leads to bone loss and possibly tooth loss. Red, swollen,
bleeding gums that have lost their firm attachment with teeth are a clear sign of gum disease
that needs immediate dental treatment. Careful, regular brushing and flossing are needed to
avoid gum problems. The gums are a mucosal tissue that consists of collagen and elastin. They
are attached to the cementum of the tooth and to the alveolar bone. Gingiva is part of
periodontium; a group of tissues that support teeth in place. The periodontal ligament is a layer
of connective tissue fibers which hold the tooth anchored inside the alveolar socket of the jaw.
One end of these fibers is attached to the cementum covering the root of the tooth, while the
other end is attached to the alveolar bone around the root. The periodontal ligament works also
as a protective elastic cushion for the tooth, allowing it to withstand the pressure of biting and
chewing. The toxins produced by the bacteria of dental plaque destroy gradually the ligament
creating periodontal pockets. Teeth become loose and in advanced cases they may fall off.
Alveolar sockets are the hollow areas of the jaw bones which host the roots of the teeth. Their
bony walls that develop around the teeth to support them are called alveolar process. The
tongue is a thick solid muscular organ in the mouth. Its functions include chewing, digesting,
swallowing, tasting and speaking with most important its contribution in the digestive process.
The tongue is attached to the back part of the floor of the mouth by a membrane called the
lingual frenum, but its front tip can move freely allowing the tongue to be able to change size,
shape, and position. At rest, it is positioned between the teeth and the lower jaw. It consists of
voluntary muscle fibers and it is covered by a mucous membrane. The tongue is a very flexible
muscle with large freedom of movement which allows it to move food around the mouth and
place it between the chewing surfaces of teeth to help chewing. It mixes food with saliva,
gathers the chewed food into a ball bolus , and moves it towards the pharynx for swallowing. By
adjusting the shape of the tongue and moving it in certain positions, we can form specific
sounds and words that make up speech. The tongue is also a sensory organ, providing us with
the sensation of taste. Finally, with the help of saliva, it assists in cleaning food residuals from
teeth and the rest of the mouth. The jaws are the two bony structures that form the mouth and
carry the 32 human teeth. The lower jaw also known as mandible is the largest and strongest
bone of the face. The mandible in humans supports the 16 permanent lower teeth. The lower jaw
is a mobile component of the mouth. It is a U-shaped bone structure that stretches from one
ear, down to the chin area and then back up again to the other ear. The ability of mandible for
3-dimensional movement is essential for our ability to chew properly. The human mandible can
move forward to engage the incisors, up and down to crush and chew, and side-to-side to grind
foods. The maxilla contains the alveolar process which holds the top row of teeth. The upper
jaw consists of two large facial bones maxillae one on each side of the face which are fused
together at the middle of the face with a suture. The maxilla forms part of the cheeks and roof of
the mouth, part of the nasal cavity and the floor of the orbital cavity where the eyeballs fit. The
temporomandibular joints TMJ are a pair of movable joints between the mandible lower jaw
bone and the temporal bone of the skull, one at each side of the face located at the area just in
front of the ear. The palate is the term used for the roof of the mouth, which separates it from

the nasal cavity. It is divided into two parts: the hard palate and the soft palate. The salivary
glands provide our mouth with saliva. There are three pairs of major salivary glands one on
each side of the face :. Saliva is a biological fluid secreted in the mouth by the salivary glands.
Lysozyme is one of these enzymes that provide saliva with antimicrobial action against
infections. Saliva contains amylase which helps in the digestive process by breaking down
polysaccharides starch into short chains of glucose. Other main functions of saliva are:. The
floor of the mouth is formed by the tongue that covers most of it and mucous membranes that
extend from the base of the tongue to the gums of the lower jawbone. None of the functions of
the mouth could be performed without the help of the mouth muscles. All the perfectly
controlled movements of the various parts of the mouth jaw, lips, tongue, cheeks so that we
may eat and speak are made possible by the many muscles which lie under the mucous
membrane of the mouth. The movements of the mandible are mainly produced by the 4 muscles
of mastication: the masseter, temporalis, lateral pterygoid, and medial pterygoid muscles. The
Gingiva - Gums The gingiva, known as gums, is the pink soft tissue that surrounds teeth and
covers the jaw bone. The Periodontal Ligament The periodontal ligament is a layer of
connective tissue fibers which hold the tooth anchored inside the alveolar socket of the jaw.
Alveolar process and socket Alveolar sockets are the hollow areas of the jaw bones which host
the roots of the teeth. Lower Jaw Mandible The lower jaw also known as mandible is the largest
and strongest bone of the face. Temporomandibular Joint The temporomandibular joints TMJ
are a pair of movable joints between the mandible lower jaw bone and the temporal bone of the
skull, one at each side of the face located at the area just in front of the ear. The hard palate is
the part of the palate close to the front of the mouth. It is an immovable bony structure covered
by mucous membrane that forms an arch over the teeth of the upper jaw. The tongue presses
the food to the hard palate to create a bolus before swallowing. The soft palate is located behind
the hard palate towards the back of the mouth. It consists of muscle and connective tissue
covered by mucous membrane and lacks any bone support. At its back end there is a soft
projection called the uvula. The soft palate and the uvula prevent food or drinks from going into
the nasal cavity by moving upward against the back of the throat during swallowing. It is also
involved in speech formation. There are three pairs of major salivary glands one on each side of
the face : The parotids are the largest salivary glands located near the masseter muscle below
the ear. They secrete saliva on the inside of the cheek next to the upper molar teeth. The
submandibular salivary glands are located deep into the mandible lower jaw bone. They release
saliva underneath the front of the tongue, behind the front teeth. The sublingual salivary glands
, the smallest ones, are located under the tongue secreting saliva from many small openings
under the tongue. Hundreds of smaller salivary glands can be found in the oral cavity at the
cheeks, lips, tongue, hard and soft palates, and the floor of the mouth. Other main functions of
saliva are: moisten food to help chewing and swallowing moisten and lubricate the mouth clean
the mouth by washing away food residuals. The information contained in the DentalDiseases.
This content is not intended or implied to be a substitute for professional medical advice,
diagnosis, or treatment. See Terms of Use. Copyright DentalDiseases. All rights reserved. The
Cheeks The cheeks form the sidewalls of the mouth and cover the area of the face below the
eyes, between the nose and ears, along the front of the face to the lips. The Teeth Teeth are the
more characteristic part of the mouth's anatomy. The Periodontium Periodontium is a group of
supporting tissues that surround teeth and keep them in place. The Tongue The tongue is a
thick solid muscular organ in the mouth. The Jaws The jaws are the two bony structures that
form the mouth and carry the 32 human teeth. The Palate The palate is the term used for the
roof of the mouth, which separates it from the nasal cavity. The Salivary Glands The salivary
glands provide our mouth with saliva. The Saliva Saliva is a biological fluid secreted in the
mouth by the salivary glands. Other main functions of saliva are: moisten food to help chewing
and swallowing moisten and lubricate the mouth clean the mouth by washing away food
residuals The Floor of the Mouth The floor of the mouth is formed by the tongue that covers
most of it and mucous membranes that extend from the base of the tongue to the gums of the
lower jawbone. Muscles of the mouth None of the functions of the mouth could be performed
without the help of the mouth muscles. Eating, speaking, breathing, digesting food, and smiling.
Your mouth does it all and then some. It has many components working together. Some more
intricate than others. This dynamic duo is made up of strong muscles. They allow you to smile,
frown, kiss and speak. They help you chew, blow bubbles, and breathe. They also act as a guide
in keeping your teeth in the right place. It, along with other parts of your mouth, is home to
about 10, taste buds â€” giving you the chance to taste sweet, savory, salty, and bitter flavors.
Your tongue has more than one job, though; it also helps with speaking, chewing, and
swallowing. They are made of hard enamel and have roots connecting them to your jawbone.
The alveolar bone surrounds the roots and helps keep your teeth in place. Your gums hold

everything together, protecting both your teeth and their roots from decay. No big surprise here,
your salivary glands are responsible for producing you got it saliva. This helps break down food
to begin the digestive process and puts moisture in your mouth so you can speak, chew, and
swallow. Saliva also helps prevent cavities and gum disease because it repeatedly washes
bacteria from your teeth and gums. You have three paired main salivary glands and hundreds of
minor ones. Your salivary glands play a big part in helping you chew, swallow, and maintain
proper oral hygiene. They are located in your head and neck. The three major glands include
two parotid glands the largest , two submandibular glands, and two sublingual glands. The
minor salivary glands are located throughout your oral cavity including, cheeks, mouth, palate,
and even your sinuses. Your temporomandibular joints allow you to open and close your
mouth, move your lower jaw forward as well as side to side. These two joints also assist you in
talking, chewing, and swallowing. A healthy oral hygiene routine. Brush your teeth twice a day
and floss also referred to as interdental cleaning. Keep up with routine visits with your dental
professionals. Taking care of all of the things that make up your mouth inevitably m
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