Subaru headlight relay

Subaru Forester owners have reported 17 problems related to headlights under the exterior
lighting category. The most recently reported issues are listed below. Also please check out the
statistics and reliability analysis of Subaru Forester based on all problems reported for the
Forester. Repeated issue with headlights failing after very shorty period of time from
installation. Replaced headlights 3 times in the past 11 months have replaced at least 1
additional time since may Bulbs installed correctly without making contact with any part of bulb
except plastic end with bulb grease applied to rear connector. See all problems of the Subaru
Forester. Consumer writes stating that running headlights being a requirement on vehicles. Had
to replace the headlight bulbs 4 times in a year. One time I had to drive home with just my
brights on because both left and right bulbs blown out at the same time. Tl the contact owns a
Subaru Forester. Periodically, when starting the vehicle, the headlights failed to operate. The
contact would have to jiggle the headlight assemblies in order to get them to operate. The
contact mentioned that the headlights have been replaced three times within two years and
were inadequate. The vehicle was not taken to a dealer or independent mechanic for diagnostic
testing or repairs. The vehicle was not repaired. The manufacturer was made aware of the
failure. The failure mileage was 70, Purchased in ak in Approximately 13, miles on engine.
Paperwork listed entry-point: hawaii. Current mileage: less than 60, Ongoing intermittent
problems since purchase: doors' locks electronic-responses unpredictably fail. Sometimes they
work; other times locks must be opened manually. These issues have been ongoing from
purchase in to current The passenger side now has water in it I will have to replace it also. The
vehicle only has 25, miles I would think in this day and age you could make a headlight
assembly that does not leak and become a safety hazard. The passenger headlight in Dec
Headlight assembly found with approx. There were no visible leaks. This appears to be a
common problem. Subaru service representative also had his personal Subaru headlight
assembly water filled. Other Subaru's also at dealers service area also contained water. Service
rep. Bulletins regarding this issue and found none. Have patience, my senior cell phone fails at
times. Since purchasing this vehicle we have replaced the drivers side headlight 6 times. In this
same time period we have replaced the passenger side headlight only once. I'm have a problem
with my headlights. In past months they have randomly gone out. The light bulb is good. So is
the fuse. Each time we took the headlight area apart and put it back together it light bulb came
back on. I do not know if its the wires or connection with the light bulb and the base. I did call
where I bought my car and as its out of warranty, will only fix for a fee. Subaru of America will
"decide after evaluated and fixed" as long ad only using all Subaru parts"- if they will cover this.
The last time this happened, both if my head lights went out at the same time. Very concerning
safety issue. We purchased a Subaru Forester in the fall of At about 4 years, or 40, miles the
plastic headlight lenses fogged over, reducing light output and dispersing, not focusing the
headlight beam making it difficult to see the road at night. My husband spent time using plastic
polish to remove the apparent fog on the plastic-headlight cover. At this point the lenses were
clear and un-fogged. After less than two months the fog on the plastic-headlight lens
reappeared. Subaru uses some sort of plastic that is extremely sensitive to road-dust abrasion.
This creates an unsafe driving condition when the head-light beam is dispersed rather than
focused on the road-necessary for night time visibility. Subaru has denied this is a
manufacturer's defect. They would be the last to admit this. This condition creates a potential
hazard. The headlight should not fog over within a two month period of being fixed. Moreover, it
should never have fogged over at all in a four-year old vehicle. The contact owns a Subaru
Forester. While driving with the headlights activated, the lights would not project bright enough
to the see the road ahead. The vehicle was taken to the dealer where the head lamps were
realigned and the light bulbs were changed, but the failure continued. The manufacturer was
notified of the failure. The failure mileage was I purchased a used Subaru Forester in In March of
a small parking light went out. I quickly found out that you would have to be a very skilled
mechanic to change any bulb on this vehicle. In order to change any bulb you first have to
remove the entire front grill which is almost impossible for the average person without
damaging the parts that hold it into place. Then you have to remove the entire light ficture to
change any bulb then you would have to have the headlights realigned. Most mechanics won't
attempt to change a light bulb on this vehicle. So I would have to drive around with my
headlight out untill I found a dealer. Subaru should change the lights at no charge to the
customer since it's certainly a design flaw. I have gone on Subaru owner chat rooms and it's a
major problem for all Forester owners. Everyone agrees that it takes a number of damaging tries
before changing 1 bulb. It seems that Subaru knows that because they carry a ready supply of
the parts you'll need to replace when you break them if you can get the grill off in the first place.
Thank you for you time. Headlight lenses are too clouded over to use safely. Driver has to hold
the switch all the way in to keep lights on the way home. Never noticed this before. Owner

checked but couldnt find a recall, and has contacted the dealer and arranged for repairs. Using
the turn signal leverl causes the headlights to go out. Initally the headlights flickered briefly and
stayed on, but they are now requiring some jiggling of the turn signal level to stay on. Also, the
headlights go out in switching between high beam and low beam, using the same lever. I am
contacting the dealer today. Below is listed the number of failures over the last couple weeks. I
directed myself to this site, but you don't have that on your list. When driving at night consumer
is unable to see the road clearly because of faulty headlights. No left or right adjustment for
head lights and not enough light to see the edge of the road. Also head lights are to high on
bright to low on dim. Car Problems. Headlights problem of the Subaru Forester 1. Headlights
problem of the Subaru Forester 2. Headlights problem of the Subaru Forester 3. Headlights
problem of the Subaru Forester 4. Headlights problem of the Subaru Forester 5. Headlights
problem of the Subaru Forester 6. Headlights problem of the Subaru Forester 7. Headlights
problem of the Subaru Forester 8. Headlights problem of the Subaru Forester 9. Headlights
problem of the Subaru Forester Exterior Lighting problems. Brake Light problems. Tail Light
Switch problems. Turn Signal problems. Brake Light Switch problems. Tail Light problems.
Headlight Switch problems. Turn Signal Switch problems. This is because the power for the
headlights must go through the steering column dip switch. Even though the headlights have
relays on the positive side they are still powered through that switch on the negative side. The
principle behind doing this is to reduce this loss of voltage to something more respectable,
about 0. To do this we must shorten the wires which power the headlights and eliminate that
switch which has most of the voltage loss across it. But because you still need to be able to
switch the lights on and off plus switch between high and low beam we need to use relays.
Relays are basically a remote control switch. They use very little power to switch a large contact
which can supply plenty of power without much losses. They use a coil to create an electro
magnet which pulls a switch contact on. So you put a relay under the hood next to the battery
for low beam and one for high beam. Using the original power for the headlights on the relays
coil you then get power from the battery on the relays contacts, then the original wiring from the
headlights are connected to those relays and the original common wire on the headlights is
grounded to battery negative. While doing this modification to my own Subaru I ran into some
problems. Because how Subaru decided to wire their high beam indicator light when you wire
up standard relays the way I described above the relays will not switch off. This is because the
high beam indicator acts as a circuit for power to hold the relays on. To fix this, you can either
cut into the wiring loom of the car and re-route the power for the indicator light or put Ohm
resistors parallel with the relays coil. The latter was my choice. So the high and low beams in
each light shares the same positive while the negative is switched in the car on the steering
columns dip switch. I prefer common negative since the rest of the whole car is like that. So I
wire it up so its the invert of that. All relays share the same pin numbers. These are, 85 and 86
which are each side of the coil. Also 30 and 87, each side of the contacts. Here is a diagram of
what the standard headlight wiring looks like seperate from the rest of the cars wiring. On the
left is pre 84 and on the right is 84 onwards, quad headlight models. Note: you will see an extra
relay in some of the pictures shown. This is for my spot lights I wired up at the same time. I will
show you how to do that in the end of the article. If you do plan on wiring up spot lights at the
same time as doing the relay mod make sure you read all the way through this article before
starting. First up you will need two 30A or larger automotive relays, crimping tool and spade
crimp connectors. You will only need female connectors. Two Ohm resistors. A soldering iron.
Black electrical tape. A multimeter is also a great tool to have for any electrical job. Lets setup
the resistors on the relays first. Then tin the pins right up close to the resistor. Solder the
resistor between the 85 and 86 pin on the relay. The gold or silver stripe is the rating. You may
as well get the gold stripe as the cost is nothing of these little guys. Also you will want to get
heavy duty ones larger they need to be good for 60mA, almost 1W of power. Now remove the
battery. Pull the tape and plastic shield off the wiring and find the highlight wires in there. Fit the
hangers your relays should come with to the body behind the battery. Cut the RB and R wires.
Connect the dash side of them on each side of one relays coil 85 and Do the same with the RW
and RL wires for the high beams relay. Remember to cut them at different point along the loom
so they can reach the relays placed apart from each other. It should look something like this
now. Mount your fuse block, I found the best spot in my sedan to be on the ignition coils mount.
I just used a piece of 20x20x1. Its best to have this fuse block as close to the battery as
possible, because if the wires between the battery and fuses ground out you can start a fire in
the engine bay. Now run wires from the battery positive to the fuse block. Now you just need to
wrap it all up in tape to cover and protect the wires. Getting some of that plastic shielding in the
smaller size is also a great idea, stick that over the wires where you can and tape it on. But if
you still long for more light, like promised above I will explain how to add extra properly wired

spot lights. See legally in Australia any extra driving lights must be wired to only come on with
your high beams and they also must be on a separate switch. I used a switch with a little light in
it for this, so it will light up blue when the spot lights are on, just like the high beam lights! Then
run a wire from spot lights relay
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pin 86 down to earth. Using the fuse block run another wire to the spot lights relay pin Then
wire your spot lights off pin Other side of the light down to ground. I bought my first Subaru
back in , it was a 89 Brumby, flair red. Once I sold the Brumby I got a 83 Leone. I then upgraded
to a 99 Outback. It was hail damaged so I repaired it myself. I fitted it out with some storage and
a mattress. I am planning to fit an EJ with PT gearbox and a little bit of lift. Phizinza â€” who has
written 50 posts on Offroading Subarus. Offroading Subarus Where we modify and drive flat
fours. Search for:. Share this: Facebook Google Twitter Pinterest. Posted in Modifications. All
copyrights are retained by original authors. If you wish to use a picture or quote the text off this
site to your own site or to a online forum please ask for permission first. If you use anything off
this site that may lead to damage of my reputation I will have to take the matter further. Thomas
Paine, OffroadingSubarus.

