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inquiry from. The engine was discontinued in new trucks F-Series after , and new SUVs Explorer
after , but remains available for purchase from Ford Performance Parts as a crate engine. The
designations of 'Windsor' and 'Cleveland' were derived from the locations of manufacture:
Windsor, Ontario and Cleveland, Ohio. The engine was designed as a successor to the Ford
Y-block engine. Production began in for installation in the model year Ford Fairlane and
Mercury Meteor. From the mids through the s, the Ford Small Block engine was also marinized
for use in smaller recreational boats. For the model year, Ford began phasing in their new
Modular V8 engine to replace the small-block, beginning with the Lincoln Town Car and
continuing through the s. The small-block engine was introduced in the Ford Fairlane. The
engine uses a separate aluminum timing chain cover, which differentiates it from the later series
Cleveland engines that use an integrated timing cover. All Ford Small Block engines use
two-valve-per-cylinder heads, with "2V" and "4V" designations indicating the number of barrels
or venturi in the carburetor. The valves are in-line and use straight six-bolt valve covers.
Coolant is routed out of the block through the intake manifold. Two additional displacements
were produced during the engine's history. The W so identified to distinguish from the series
Cleveland C uses a taller block than the other engines in the series to avoid excessively short
connecting rods. The first attempt mated a tunnel-port head to a cu in block, but the
displacement proved to be too small to deliver the desired power. The next iteration of the
engine mated an improved head design to the cu in block, producing the famous "Boss ". The
heads from the Boss became the production heads on the series Cleveland engines, which
used the same bore spacing and head bolt configuration as the small block engines. As the s
drew to a close, Ford began the design of a new OHC V8 to replace the venerable small block
design. The Modular 4. Through the rest of the decade, Ford gradually shifted V8 applications to
the Modular engine, with the Mustang transitioning in Even as the small block neared the end of
its life, development continued, with new cylinder heads introduced for the Ford Explorer in
American sales in new vehicles ended with the Ford Explorer, but the engine continues to be
offered for sale as a crate engine from Ford Racing and Performance Parts. All of the July

through August engines used a five-bolt bell housing, with all s and s being of this
configuration, but the changed to the six-bolt arrangement at this time - the change was made
due to transmission utilization issues i. The block mount pads and the cylinder wall contour of
the and engines changed in Januaryâ€”February with the introduction of the variant â€” all and
engine blocks up to this time featured 'corrugated wall' construction with two freeze plugs on
the side of each bank and engine mount hole pitch distances of 6 inch. All three block variants
from this point on featured the straight wall method of construction, three freeze plugs and an
engine mount hole pitch distance of seven inches. The corrugated wall method of block
construction had caused cleaning difficulties in the foundry from day one and a change was
phased in. An advanced, compact, thinwall-casting design, it was 24 in wide, 29 in long, and In
stock form, it used a two-barrel carburetor and a compression ratio of 8. Valve diameters were
1. The was phased out in April due to a lack of demand after about , had been produced. The
second version of the Fairlane V8, introduced during the middle of the model year March , had a
larger bore of 3. Compression ratio was raised fractionally to 8. For the and car model years, the
valve head diameters remained the same as the , but for the car model year, they were enlarged
to 1. Rated power was not changed. In , the became the base engine on full-sized Ford sedans.
Later in the model year, its availability was expanded to the Ford Falcon and Mercury Comet.
The special rally version of the Falcon and Comet and early AC Cobra sports cars of used a
high-performance version of the with higher compression, hotter camshaft timing, upgraded
connecting rods, valves with larger diameter valve stems, stronger valve springs and a
four-barrel carburetor. This engine was termed the HP by Ford and was specifically made for
Carroll Shelby â€” about were made. The â€” Sunbeam Tiger Mk I used the Bore was expanded
to 4. Stroke remained at 2. The base version came with a two-barrel carburetor and 8. In , an
intermediate performance version of the engine was introduced with a four-barrel carburetor
and 9. The engine was an option on the Ford Mustang and was known as the "D-code" from the
letter code used to identify the engine in the VIN. The D-code engine is relatively rare, as it was
only offered as an optional engine in the latter half of the model year. This engine is not the
same engine as the HiPo K-code engine offered in Ford vehicles. For , the compression ratio of
the base was raised to 9. In the four-barrel version was increased to A high-performance
version of the engine was introduced late in the model year as a special order for Ford
Fairlanes. The engine is informally known as the HiPo or the K-code' after the engine letter used
in the VIN of cars so equipped. Oddly, this engine was introduced in as the only engine
available in the intermediate Fairlanes. Lesser-powered cars had the engine in that year.
Starting in June , it became an option for the Mustang. The HiPo engine was engineered to
increase performance and high-RPM reliability over standard fare. It had solid lifters with hotter
cam timing; Even the HiPo's fan was unique. The K-code HiPo engine was an expensive option
and its popularity was greatly diminished after the and big-block engines became available in
the Mustang and Fairlane lines, which offered similar power at the expense of greater weight for
far less cost. Shelby also replaced the internal front press-in oil gallery plugs with a screw-in
type plug to reduce chances of failure. Ford designed a new block for the GT, due to a new
regulation which limited engine displacement to 5. Ford was able to arrive at the displacement
by an extra eighth-inch of piston travel to the Hi-Performance V8. The block featured
heavy-duty, four-bolt main bearing caps and pressed in freeze plugs. This engine was topped
with Gurney-Weslake aluminum heads. About 50 blocks were made. Ford's new "Tunnel-Port"
engine was originally envisioned as the secret weapon for the Trans-Am season, which would
bring them a third Championship win. Starting with a GT block, Ford topped the engine with a
new head design. The intake ports were straight, instead of snaking around the push rods. The
push rods actually went through the center of the ports thus the name "Tunnel-Port". This
configuration also enabled larger valves to be used. A strong bottom end, thicker cylinder walls,
steel screw-in freeze plugs , race-prepared crank, special HD connecting rods, and
Cleveland-style forged pistons kept the engine together at high speeds. The key to this engine's
power was the large-port, large-valve, quench-chambered, free-flowing heads. The Boss
Mustang was offered only for the and model years. In a January issue of Hot Rod magazine, a
Boss engine built to the exact specifications, settings, and conditions to the original engine was
tested. In an attempt to reduce the high speeds, the organizers of this race capped the engine
capacity in Ford consequently returned to the MKI GT40 originally using the Windsor , but had
now increased its capacity to meet the new rules. Since Ford had ruled that the GT40 engines
must have a direct link back to its production cars, the was adopted in domestic manufacturing.
The connecting rods were shortened to allow the use of the same pistons as the It replaced the
early in the model year. The most common form of this engine used a two-barrel carburetor,
initially with 9. It had hydraulic lifters and valves of 1. The was manufactured in Windsor from to
Ten years of manufacture was punctuated by several design changes, some small or larger. In ,

the manufacturing of the engine was moved from Windsor, Ontario to Cleveland, Ohio. Along
with the move came most changes that stayed with it for the remainder of its life. These were
longer valve stems with rotating lash caps, bottle neck type rocker studs for a positive stop nut
arrangement and a longer pushrod to correct valve train geometry. The water pump borrowed
from the Cleveland, with a few minor alterations to the casting, allowed the use of a left hand
water inlet. This change also necessitated the need for a harmonic dampener change to move
the timing marks to the other side of the front timing cover and a change to four bolts holding
the crank pulley rather than just three. Emission regulations caused a progressive reduction in
compression ratio for the two-barrel, to 9. In that year, U. From the car model year, the became
more commonly known as the 5. Ford may have used the "5. Despite its advertised
displacement, Car and Driver referred to the as a 4. Throttle-body fuel injection became
available on the Lincoln Continental , and became standard on all non-H. For the model year,
Ford replaced the throttle-body system with sequential multi-port fuel injection, identifiable by
the large intake with an "EFI 5. For only, a special high-performance version of the was offered
for the Shelby GT It had a longer-duration camshaft, still with hydraulic lifters. The heads had
special close-tolerance pushrod holes to guide the pushrods without rail rocker arms or
stamped steel guide plates. The combustion chambers also featured a smaller quench design
for a higher compression ratio and enhanced flow characteristics. Additionally, high-flow cast
exhaust manifolds similar to those on the Hi-Po K-code engine further improved output.
Heavy-duty connecting rods with high-strength bolts and a nodular iron crankshaft were also
included in this package. This engine was not a factory engine. Rather, like all Shelby Mustang
engines, it was modified by Shelby American in their capacity as a vehicle upfitter. This special
engine is well documented in the Ford factory engine repair manual for Mustangs and Fairlanes.
The block was made in Mexico. The Mexican block was produced through to the mids and even
showed up in Ford cars, trucks, and vans throughout the s and early s Mexican-made engines
were often used by the USA car plants when CEP1 could not produce enough engines and
many Ford replacement engines were Mexican. Mexican blocks were not made from a highnickel content material as is generally thought, but rather Ford's usual ACB specification
material. They are no stronger than any other USA-made component and the bore service life is
generally lower due to less wear-resistant South American-sourced iron ore. All Mexican V8
blocks were cast and machined to accept a front engine mount as required for their truck
applications. The was to be phased out and the was to be an interim engine which would remain
until the new V6 was in production - a quick fix. Cylinder heads, which were specific to this
engine, used smaller combustion chambers and valves, and the intake ports were oval whereas
the others were all rectangular. The only externally visible clue was the use of an open-runner
intake manifold with a stamped-steel lifter valley cover attached to its underside, reminiscent of
previous-generation V8 engines, such as the Y-block and the MEL. Some variants i. Mercury
Grand Marquis were fitted with a variable-venturi carburetor which were capable of highway fuel
economy in excess of 27 MPG. Due to its dismal overall performance the was dropped at the
end the car model-year with , units manufactured - production continued and the plans to phase
it out were dropped. The model year brought a new 5. Manual-transmission equipped Mustangs
and Mercury Capris were first equipped with two-barrel carburetors , then a four-barrel Holley
carburetor â€” The block was fitted with revised, taller lifter bosses to accept roller lifters, and a
steel camshaft in , and electronic sequential fuel injection was introduced in While sequential
injection was used on the Mustang beginning in , many other vehicles, including trucks,
continued to use a batch-fire fuel injection system. The speed-density based EFI systems used
a large, two-piece, cast-aluminum manifold. It was fitted on all engines through , after which
year it was phased out for a mass-air type measuring system in most applications
non-California compliant Panther platform cars retained the speed-density system until the
Lincoln Town Car received the Modular V8 for model year , and the Crown Victoria and Grand
Marquis for The MAF system continued, with minor revisions, until the retirement of the engine
in In mid, the Explorer and Mountaineer 5. These GT40P heads are considered by many
enthusiasts to be extremely efficient. The remained a mainstay of various Ford cars and trucks
through the late '90s, although it was progressively replaced by the 4. The last engine was
produced for installation in a production vehicle was at Cleveland Engine Plant 1 in December ,
as part of a build-ahead to supply Ford of Australia, which installed their last such engine in a
new vehicle in August The is still available as a complete crate motor from Ford Racing
Performance Parts. In , Ford Australia also built some stroked, 5. Vehicles fitted with these
stroker engines were sold under the banner of, and only available from dealers under the FTE
banner Ford Tickford Experience. They were produced in conjunction with long standing
performance partner Tickford. These engines were highly successful, but upper management
refused to allow engines so equipped to go into production, stating that to use a cast iron block

in a new car though the remained an engine option in Explorers through MY was no longer
acceptable. One of the 5. Various aftermarket manufacturers have also produced four-valve
heads for the , notably Dominion Performance. The W Windsor is often confused with the
Cleveland , which is a different engine of identical displacement. The distributor is slightly
different, so as to accommodate a larger oil pump shaft and larger oil pump. Some years had
threaded dipstick tubes. It had a unique head which optimized torque over high-rpm breathing,
frequently replaced by enthusiasts with aftermarket heads providing better performance. The
early and heads had larger valves and ports for better performance. Early blocks casting ID
C9OEB had enough metal on bearing saddles 2, 3, and 4 for four-bolt mains, and as with all
small-block Fords SBFs , were superior in strength to most late-model, lightweight castings.
Generally, the to blocks are considered to be far superior in strength than the later blocks,
making these early units some of the strongest and most desirable in the entire SBF engine
family including the series. During the s, a four-barrel version intake manifold casting ID E6TEB
was reintroduced for use in light trucks and vans. In , fuel injection replaced the four-barrel
carburetor. The original connecting rod beam forging ID C9OE-A featured drilled oil squirt
bosses to lubricate the piston pin and cylinder bore and rectangular-head rod bolts mounted on
broached shoulders. A number of fatigue failures were attributed to the machining of the part,
so the bolt head area was spot-faced to retain metal in the critical area, requiring the use of
'football head' bolts. The oil squirt bosses were drilled for use in export engines, where the
quality of accessible lubricants was questionable. The cap featured a longer boss for balancing
than the original design. The block underwent some changes since its inception. In , deck
height was extended from 9. In , a boss was added on the front of the right cylinder bank to
mount the air injection pump casting D4AE-A. In , the oil dipstick tube moved from the timing
case to the skirt under the left cylinder bank near the rear of the casting. In , the rear main seal
was changed from a two-piece component to a one-piece design. Around 8. During the s, motor
enthusiasts were modifying Cleveland 2V cylinder heads by rerouting the coolant exit from the
block surfaces to the intake manifold surfaces for use in the W, resulting in the Clevor
combining Cleveland and Windsor. This modification required the use of custom pistons by
reason of differing combustion chamber terrain canted valves vs. This combination yielded the
horsepower potential of the C with the ruggedness of the W small block and was possible
because more C 2V cylinder heads were manufactured than the corresponding engine blocks
the M and used the same head as the C 2V. The 5. Before , the 5. This programmed coding was
placed into the vehicle's computer to tell the motor how much air it should be getting, therefore
supplying an appropriate amount of fuel. However, if modifications are made to increase air
flow, the computer does not provide more fuel until the oxygen sensors register a lean burn and
only then can the computer compensate fuel trim. After , the engine was changed to mass air
flow MAF. This allowed the computer to directly read how much air the engine was receiving
through the help of a sensor in the air intake as long as that exact sensor was used MAF
sensors cannot be upgraded for increased flow without using an aftermarket chip, reflash, or
ECU. The rest of the intake system can be modified in any number of ways, but generally the
MAF sensor remains stock. Because the computer reads this, it is able to increase the amount
of fuel the engine gets when the air flow is increased, thus increasing performance. During that
time, the recreational marine community's small-block V8 platform of choice shifted to the cu in
5. In , Saleen released the S7 twin-turbo version of the engine with two Garrett turbochargers
producing 5. Deck height choices include 9. Maximum displacements are 4. The resulting
displacement is up to The uncross-drilled block with increased bore capacity became available
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Availability. By Rating. Overall 4. I named her Darwin, because she was a gift that was supposed
to evolve into money. But she ended up actually evolving. I crashed her into a medium sized
tree on a muddy road driving back to college one morning a few years back. She took it like a
champ. I saw it coming and had just enough time to aim for that sweet spot on the bed of the
truck between the rear tire and the back windows. I got really lucky and only dented the box.
Although I was a little surprised when the air bag didn't pop out and hit me in the face. I hit the
tree hard enough to rip it out of the ground and land on top of it. I thought she was done, but
when a farmer pulled my truck off the tree I was able to drive her away. And continued to drive
her after replacing the bed for 6 more years and , miles. The first winter I had this truck I had
some trouble getting up my driveway. I managed to get myself stuck in a foot deep of snow on a
log. I got really mad and started swearing and hitting the gas spinning the tires. I turned the
wheel full rotations in both directions faster than would be recommend and ended up bouncing
the truck out the woods and off the log back onto my drive way. I then I then backed into the
road and gunned it up the driveway almost hitting the house and laughing my butt off at what I
had just done. This Truck had the most comfortable seats, soft and cushy. Made from fabric, not
leather, so you didn't burn your skin on a not day. It was rear wheel drive, she could go
anywhere, given that you knew how to handle her. She had great gas mileage for what she was
and how old she was, 24MPG. Changing the oil was a challenge. Other than that, working on the
engine was easy and straight forward. This truck is so light that going over bridge connectors
on the highway, at normal highway speeds around 60, might send the truck bouncing sideways.
I eventually learned to drive off center to avoid this problem. This truck wasn't 4 wheel drive so
she got stuck, a lot, but never in snow. Which is odd because where I live it snows Which is odd
because where I live it snows 8 out of 12 months. Overall 5. I have been driving it for fourteen
years and I have never had a major problem with it. Apart from a couple of minor incidents the
only time it has been in the shop is for routine maintenance. It drives just as good today as it
did fourteen years ago. If you are looking for a vehicle that you can put a lot of miles on and still
maintain quality year in and year out then this truck is definitely for you. This is an excellent
truck. It is very spacious and can haul a lot. I love to go hiking and I can fit everything I need
behind the seat and still have plenty of room to haul whatever I need in the back. It is a very
practical vehicle. The reliability is great for everyday commuting. I drive about half an hour to
work through the country and I have never once been late. It is also very rugged. I drive across
a lot of bad road conditions and I have never suffered any damage or poor performance
because of it. It is also very comfortable. It is very roomy and I have never felt cramped while
driving it. The only drawback I can really think of is the lousy fuel economy. It was not very
good to begin with and has deteriorated with age. Be prepared to hand over a little more for gas.
I have usually owned midsize cars through-out my life mainly focused around American muscle.
This was the first truck that I purchased and I got it shortly after I was in a major automobile
accident and lost my main vehicle. What I absolutely love about this vehicle is that it is large
enough that I can feel safe riding it and the frame is extremely sturdy so I feel like I am safe
inside my little tank. But the truck isn't so huge that it is hard to maneuver or anything like that
so it isn't a pain to drive which is absolutely perfect. I moved out to an area that gets major
snow in the winters and I originally lived in southern California, the land that snow forgot!
Making the switch to a four wheel drive truck when I moved there literally made all the
difference because even as a nov Making the switch to a four wheel drive truck when I moved
there literally made all the difference because even as a novice at winter driving I can be safe
and secure in the truck no matter what the road conditions. My first winter in Kansas I had just
purchased this truck and was nervous about driving in the snow for the first time, so I was
asking my family for tips and everything to be prepared. Literally the second day of snow I got a
call from my uncle who lives in the same town and was calling because his car got stuck in the
snow and I had to go up there and tow him out! Thank god I had this truck! This truck has
absolutely great control, even when driving through more than a foot of snow! I also have used
tow chains to pull several other vehicles out of snow drifts during this last winter when I saw
them stuck while I was out driving because even 15 years old this truck still manages to have a
lot of torque! Plenty of room in the extended cab for whatever you need, I am sure that you
could have comfortable seating back there but I only drive with 1 passenger currently, but my
mom is currently in a wheelchair after suffering from a stroke, and I love the truck because it

has room in Plenty of room in the extended cab for whatever you need, I am sure that you could
have comfortable seating back there but I only drive with 1 passenger currently, but my mom is
currently in a wheelchair after suffering from a stroke, and I love the truck because it has room
in the cab to put her wheelchair, and supplies right into the back of the cab rather then in the
bed of the truck so that during bad weather everything stays dry. Because of the age of the
vehicle I have been running into several problems now with the vehicles wiring harness, and
have had two separate shorts that had to be repaired. Ford Ranger News. Previous 1 Next.
Toyota Tundra vs Ford Ranger. Ivy Burlington, Vermont Overall. Available with plenty of
features and three distinctly different engines, the Ford Explorer has a lot to offer if you're
shopping for a three-row crossover SUV. Its outstanding quietness and quality cabin trimmings
elevate this practical do-all crossover to the front of the segment. A household name among
American carbuyers, the Ford Explorer has evolved from its long-ago roots as a body-on-frame
SUV into the comprehensively modern three-row crossover it is today. Depending on trim level
and options and how deep your pockets are , it can be downright luxurious. Our preference for
the Sport arises from the "drives big" nature of other non-Sport trim levels â€” though
comfortable, the soft suspension and numb steering of non-Sport models make their driving
experience oddly ponderous. Aside from that, though, there is an awful lot to credit to the
Explorer. You can configure an Explorer that keeps things relatively basic, or you can go all-in
on luxury. Versatility is a strong suit, too. You have your choice of three engines. Lots of cargo
space is standard. To learn more about the Ford Escape of this generation, read our updates
from a full year and more than 20, miles of living with a Ford Escape SE. We cover everything
from seat comfort to real-world reliability. We were impressed with the performance from the
Escape's turbocharged 2. Get the full scoop from our long-term test. The Ford Explorer seats
six or seven passengers, depending on how you equip it. Three engines are available, and all
models are equipped with a six-speed automatic transmission. Base Explorers have the basics
covered, but going up one notch to the XLT gets you a few extra features plus access to more
desirable options. The Limited and Sport have similar features, while the Platinum tops off the
Explorer line as the fully loaded trim. Entry-level base models have the basics covered with their
3. Going up one notch to the XLT trim adds a few features as standard, but the real draw is that
it grants access to desirable options that aren't offered on base variants. We expect many
buyers will find their needs met by an XLT with a few extra options added. Base and XLT trims
also offer an optional turbocharged 2. It's more fuel-efficient than the regular V6, but depending
on how you drive, you might not realize a whole lot of savings. The V6 is our preferred choice of
the two. Limited models come with the turbo four-cylinder engine as standard the V6 is optional
and add more comfort and convenience items such as leather upholstery, heated and ventilated
front seats, power-adjustable pedals, dual-zone automatic climate control, a power
tilt-and-telescope steering wheel, an 8-inch touchscreen display with the new Sync 3 interface, a
nine-speaker sound system and power-folding third-row seats. It's nice, but we prefer the more
substantive changes ushered in by the Sport variant. It has most of the Limited's features but
comes with a gutsy turbocharged 3. Likewise, range-topping Platinum trim levels are offered
solely with the turbo V6 but not the unique suspension and steering tuning of Sport models.
Platinum variants make standard the features offered as options on lesser trim levels. The result
is the kitchen sink of comfort and driver assistance features to suit the most well-heeled buyers.
Highlights include a panoramic sunroof, a parking assistance system, adaptive cruise control,
ventilated front seats, a heated steering wheel and a speaker Sony audio system. For the
Platinum, a rear-seat entertainment system and power-folding second-row captain's chairs are
optional. Each vehicle typically comes in multiple versions that are fundamentally similar. The
ratings in this review are based on our full test of the Ford Explorer Sport 3. Our findings remain
broadly applicable to this year's Explorer. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of
dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help
you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research
the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive database to find
cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're
interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out
what other owners paid for the Used Ford Explorer. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most
people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial
perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan
in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive
option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car
every three years or so. Check out Ford lease specials Check out Ford Explorer lease specials.
Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise
this car. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Which Explorer does

Edmunds recommend? Our favorite version of the Ford Explorer is easily the Sport. It
eradicates the ponderousness of non-Sport versions while still maintaining excellent ride
composure. The Sport doesn't compromise the Explorer's quiet demeanor either, despite its
relatively low-profile inch wheels. On top of that, its EcoBoost V6 is plenty powerful, though fuel
economy could be better. Summer tires are optional on Sport models, and we recommend
matching the tires to the season whenever possible â€” summer tires in rainy or dry conditions
and dedicated winter tires when there's snow on the ground. Overall rating 4. What's it like to
live with? Read more. Driving 5. Unlike other models dubbed "Sport," the Explorer Sport is
indeed sporty, thanks to its turbocharged 3. The result is lots of speed and impressive handling
and braking. Acceleration 5. There's lots of "boost," not much "eco," with the EcoBoost V6. Has
instant, effortless power anytime you touch the gas pedal. The six-speed automatic is smooth
and smart about using the lb-ft of torque; mph takes just 6. Braking 4. The brakes don't feel
overly powerful, but they get the job done. The pedal has a nice linear action around town, and
it's easy to stop smoothly. We recorded a remarkable stopping distance from 60 mph of feet,
thanks largely to the optional sticky summer tires. Steering 5. Well-tuned electric steering
system and natural assist level; it turns in with immediacy. Good heft at speed but light enough
for parking-lot duty. Feedback could be improved, but overall it's excellent for this class.
Handling 5. The Sport's stiffer suspension and optional performance tires transform the
Explorer. Body roll is kept to a minimum, the tires give good grip and it doesn't feel floaty. The
suspension does a good job soaking up midcorner bumps, too. Drivability 4. The gas pedal can
be a bit abrupt on initial tip-in. The optional adaptive cruise control is ultra-consistent and never
varies by more than 1 mph; the transmission downshifts to maintain speed. Always-available
power makes merging into fast traffic simple. Off-road 3. Still, this is all for enhancing
on-pavement traction, not conquering trails. Comfort 4. Given the Explorer Sport's handling
prowess, we expected ride quality to suffer. We were wrong. Although it loses a small degree of
overall plush compared to the regular Explorer, the tauter handling is worth the minor trade-off.
The seats are comfy, except in the third row. Seat comfort 4. The reasonably wide and flat front
seats are cushy with good support. Nicely padded armrests. The optional second-row buckets
have excellent comfort but no inner armrests. The third-row upper seatback is hard and has
awkward outer armrests. Ride comfort 4. The Sport's stiffer suspension tuning means you'll feel
more bumps and ruts on the road than you will in a regular Explorer, but it's still pretty comfy.
The inch wheels make deep potholes harsh, but the suspension is surprisingly compliant given
the improved handling. A quiet SUV. The tires are unusually silent for their size and
performance-bent. Wind noise is barely noticeable, too. At full throttle, the turbocharged V6
takes on a V8-like tonal quality. Interior 3. We're glad Ford finally got rid of the touch-sensitive
controls on the Explorer's center stack. We highly recommend the optional sliding second-row
bucket seats â€” you lose a seat but gain comfort as well as better third-row access and space.
Rear visibility is a problem. Ease of use 3. All-new Sync 3 technology interface works far better
than previous versions. Radio tuning uses a button; volume, a grippy knob. Handy, configurable
gauge screens. The long and wide-opening front doors make for a big entryway. Noticeable step
down from the second row; shorter-legged folks will brush their leg on the doorsill, but hitting
heads is not an issue. Second-row captain's chairs make for easy third-row access. Driving
position 3. Most drivers will find it easy to get in a good position that feels comfortable and
affords a good view. On the downside, once situated the armrests can be too far away for some
to use comfortably. Roominess 3. Super airy up front, with a long dash, loads of headroom and
elbow space. Second-row captain's chairs recline and, unlike the standard bench seat, slide
fore and aft. Third-row headroom is good for average-size adults, but knee- and footroom are
extremely tight. Visibility 3. Expansive windshield and tall windows. The windshield roof pillars
are thick at the bottom, though, which hampers your ability to easily look through turns. The
rear view is also limited by thick pillars. Getting the optional parking sensors and other driver
safety aids will help out. Quality 4. A well-made SUV. Plenty of soft-touch materials throughout
the cabin; the steering wheel has quality leather; the trim pieces look good and fit together well.
The only flaw we noticed was an occasional dash rattle that we couldn't pinpoint. Utility 3. The
cargo area's deep well is useful even if the total cargo volume isn't exceptional. There's a good
variety of cabin storage overall. Small-item storage 3. Anti-tip cupholders, long door pockets, a
huge center console bin. The forward bin is covered but oddly shaped. Cargo space 3. The deep
well behind the third row provides a superior amount of space. The total capacity of Child safety
seat accommodation. Installing certain rear-facing child seats in the middle of the second row
makes it difficult to use the outboard seat belts. Two child seats can fit easily in the outboard
positions, but some seat manufacturers don't recommend using them in conjunction with
Ford's optional inflatable seat belts. Towing 4. Both the base V6 and this EcoBoost V6 are rated
to tow up to 5, pounds, with the 2. Scorecard Overall 4. Write a review See all 85 reviews. Costs

thousands less than comparable cars from other companies. Roomy, comfortable, drives nice.
Great for hauling kids, pets, and stuff around. Super in the winter snow. The standard engine
power is excellent - no reason to "upgrade". My only minor concerns are the drivers left foot
room is limited by the wheel well, and access to the third row seat is clumsy but workable.
Nothing but oil changes! Great car, much better than the 2 Mercedes I owned previously. Quiet,
great power, good utility for kids and stuff. The modern day family station wagon, with all wheel
drive for snow. Replaced the battery and cleaned up corroded battery cables, oil and filter
changes, no problems. Still looks new inside and out. Still like-new inside and out. I saw reports
in the internet about power transfer unit transfer case fluid overheating and turning into sludge.
I replaced my fluid DIY, which was easy. Owners should do this to prevent a problem. Read less.
Slick, quick, and legit. This SUV has it all. A punchy V6 that acts quickly and behaves as billed.
It is fast and responsive! The torque is great. It's MPG is a bit underwhelming, but what it lacks
in efficiency, it makes up in performance and agility. I've never been disappointed in the
engine's performance when I have needed it. The ride is amazing as well. There is virtually no
cabin noise, even at speed in excess of 70 mph on the highway. Parking this beast is a bit
tedious. It does feel larger than it actually is, but the external sensors and radar gadgets make
parking and maneuvering easy over time. The comfort and luxury of the cabin rivals that of
much higher end SUVs. This cabin has it all; heating, cooling, massage, dual zone, memory
seating, etc The ride and driving experience is great. One big downer.. SYNC 3. It still misses on
seamless integration and reliable operation. It seems clunky and at times, unresponsive. It also
seems to affect the quick response of the vehicle's radar sensors. It's not horrible, but it is an
annoyance. All in all, this SUV is insane! Our family cannot be more happy with it. After
frustration in owning 3 successive Escalades that had the ride of a broken tractor and the
ergonomics of a cracked brick, I'm much happier with my Explorer Platinum. The ride is a world
better, the human factors engineering is far better and the controls fit me naturally. At 6'6" I was
concerned about headroom and shoulder room, but the Explorer comes through in spades. The
ride is almost as good as my Lexus LS which was my favorite car ever. Despite the Cadillac
dealer trying to always convince me that the Escalades shortcomings didn't matter, they
mattered to me. After blowing out all 4 shocks of my month old Escalade without hitting
anything major. Dealer agreed they've had a lot of suspension problems. Sorry Cadillac, 3rd
strike, you're out. Explorer is off to a great start. Unbelievable Value. Interior is gorgeous. The
radio is outstanding. The engine is powerful, fun, and sporty. In 'D' drives relatively normal, with
def spunk. Put it in 'S' and you have yourself a rocket, with some exhaust growl to boot. Very
Fun to drive. I thought, gimmick. Awesome feature. Land departure is ok. Blind spot is excellent.
Absolutely must test drive the 17 Platinum Explorer! See all 85 reviews of the Used Ford
Explorer. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. IIHS Rating.
Side Impact Test. See full safety scores. Sponsored cars related to the Explorer. Sign Up. The
Ford Explorer deserves consideration if you need a traditional midsize SUV with substantial
towing and off-roading capabilities. Shoppers looking primarily for a family vehicle with plenty
of passenger and cargo space, however, might be better off with a more modern
seven-passenger crossover. The Ford Explorer may not have been the world's first sport-utility
vehicle, but it's certainly among the most popular, with more than 5 million sold since its debut.
Skyrocketing gas prices and increased competition from new car-based crossover models have
caused Explorer sales to plummet in recent years, but many of the qualities that made this
old-school SUV so popular -- including its roomy interior and quiet, comfortable ride quality -lead us to conclude it still has much to offer a select group of buyers. Perhaps the Ford
Explorer's biggest advantage over newer midsize crossovers is that its rugged truck-based
body-on-frame design gives it a distinct edge in situations like trailer towing and off-roading.
Towing capacity is above average and the trailer sway control, part of the standard electronic
stability control system, helps minimize white-knuckle moments when towing in gusty
crosswinds or making sudden lane changes. Off-road, the availability of a true four-wheel-drive
system with a low-range transfer case allows the Explorer to go places where its all-wheel-drive
crossover competitors would rightly fear to tread although competitors like the Jeep Grand
Cherokee are preferred for dedicated off-roaders. On pavement, the Explorer remains one of the
best handling of all truck-based sport-utility vehicles. A smooth ride and the availability of
optional bells and whistles like Ford's Sync system and a cutting-edge navigation system with
Sirius Travel Link satellite data service further the Explorer's appeal. Those strong points aside,
the Ford Explorer gives ground to the crossover competition in several key areas. For example,
the standard V6 engine's horsepower feels rather anemic compared to the hp V6 in the Ford
Flex crossover. The Explorer's available hp V8 provides slightly better acceleration and fuel
economy than the V6, though its overall performance is still rather unremarkable. Ultimately, the
Ford Explorer may not be the quickest or most fuel-efficient SUV on the block, but it's still an

impressive package. It's civilized enough to schlep the kids and their friends around town, and
yet burly enough to pull a 7,pound boat trailer down the rough dirt track that leads to your
secluded mountain hideaway. Note that these last two points are key because, while they make
the Explorer a good choice for buyers in need of those attributes, families who are just looking
for generous passenger and cargo room are likely to find that a crossover SUV is a better fit.
Seating capacity jumps from five to seven passengers when it's equipped with the available
third-row seat. The XLT with the Sport Package adds black exterior accents including the wheel
arches, side-step bars and front fascia along with inch alloy wheels and white-faced
instruments. Compared to the regular XLT, Eddie Bauer models add two-tone paint, inch alloy
wheels, leather upholstery, a power driver seat, heated front seats, a manual third-row seat,
auto-dimming rearview mirror, the Sync electronics interface and satellite radio. The
top-of-the-line Explorer Limited features monochromatic paint, inch alloy wheels, rear parking
sensors, dual-zone automatic climate control with a separate rear air-conditioner , perforated
leather upholstery, a power front passenger seat, driver memory functions, power-adjustable
pedals and a power-folding third-row seat. Also included with the Limited is an upgraded audio
system with an in-dash CD changer and steering-wheel-mounted controls. Many of the upper
trim's features can be had as options on lower trim levels, including rear-seat climate control
and the upgraded stereo. The Ford Explorer's base engine is a 4. For , the optional 4. A
five-speed automatic transmission is standard with the V6 engine, while the V8 comes mated to
a six-speed automatic. Both engines come with standard rear-wheel drive or an optional 4WD
system that includes a push-button low-range transfer case designed for negotiating slippery or
uneven surfaces on or off road. Also optional is a full-time all-wheel-drive system, but it
requires the optional inch wheels. Properly equipped, a V8 2WD Explorer can tow nearly 7,
pounds. Performance with either engine is adequate, though the Explorer lags behind most
rivals. We timed a V8-equipped 4WD Explorer at 9 seconds for the dash. By comparison, the
Ford Flex does the same run in 8. All major safety equipment is standard on the Ford Explorer,
including antilock disc brakes, stability control, front-seat side airbags and first- and
second-row side curtain airbags. The stability control system includes rollover sensing and
trailer sway control. In government crash testing, the Explorer earned a perfect five stars in all
frontal- and side-impact crash tests. Much of the credit goes to the independent rear
suspension, which both smoothes the ride and helps keep the wheels planted when traversing
rough pavement. For a vehicle this size, the steering feels surprisingly responsive. Power from
both the V6 and V8 engines can best be described as adequate, though most buyers will likely
prefer the V8 for its greater refinement and added low-end torque. Despite incremental
improvements over the years, the Explorer's materials quality remains mediocre and its design
rudimentary. Most of the climate and audio controls are comprised of lots of similar-looking
black buttons, and the regular audio head unit still displays its info in Ford's old-school,
'80s-look green font. It's feasible to carry two adults in the third-row seats, but choosing the
third-row option slightly reduces the available cargo space and results in a not-quite-flat load
floor. Seven-passenger Ford Explorers max out at Notably, the back of the second row's split
bench seat reclines only if your Explorer has a third-row seat. The "quad seating" option on
Limited models places reclining captain's chairs in the second row with a storage console
between them, but drops passenger capacity to six. Doing so could save you hundreds or
thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service
reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them.
Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive
database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Used Ford Explorer. Is it better to lease or buy a
car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a
financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off
the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less
expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive
a new car every three years or so. Check out Ford lease specials Check out Ford Explorer lease
specials. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View Photos.
Appraise this car. Weak and thirsty V6 engine, some low-grade interior materials, dated interior
design. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review.
Vehicle overview. For the Ford Explorer, the 4. Read more. Write a review See all 30 reviews.
Trying Again With a Newer Model. I bought this model used in Aug after finding it on the lot
before it was advertised for sale. I wanted to trade in my '04 Explorer XLT after a mechanic told
me the rear differential would fail 'soon'. The '04 was a money pit and I wasn't going to spend
another cent on it, despite putting a rebuilt tranny into it at 67k miles. I'd read the '10 Explorer's

reliability was much better more like my '97 Explorer , and this vehicle, with only I've been very
happy with it so far after 3 years, because When I complained in a customer reply survey that
the cheap wheel bearings used on this needed replacement at I've never formally complained to
Ford before, but it paid off here. As another reviewer noted, the Goodyear OEM tires have no
lifespan - almost shot after only Summer round trips average between MPG. Favorite Features:
Extremely smooth ride. Roomy interior. Love the heated seats and mirrors for cold upstate NY
winters. Thank goodness for the backup sensors. I really like the Sirius satellite radio, too. The
headrests, and the seating position they forced, took some time to get used to, and the blind
spots they create are enormous. I learned that if I adjusted the side-view mirrors much wider
than usual, it helped. Read less. They are very comfortable we have heated leather seats fuel
mileage about No problems to speak of. Been great! One set of tires around 45k is all. The hp V6
is a very good engine. What it 'might' lack in [V8-like] power, it makes up for in mpg and all
other areas. And you feel safe driving it! AnFeels like a nice, good sized solid SUV that rides like
a car! There's a metal therm housing for sale, though what I did was simply add a small bottle of
Stop Leak [pellets] to the radiator, think is about oz. No more small leak there. For me it's been
simply the re-engaging of the trans after 'coasting'. No problem with mine here at 80k. Change
trans fluid, oil, and diff 80w gear and transfer case fluids, and coolant flush when needed and
you ''should'' be good to go. Good luck. Wish I had known Ford Explorers have transmission
issues before I bought this vehicle. Loved it but immediately noticed that it was shifting at the
appropriate time and when it did it was shifting very hard. Also makes a "clunk" sound when
coming to a stop - again the transmission. So far the only thing the dealer can tell me is that
they are waiting on Detroit to acknowledge the problem. Said they had this issue with 2
previous year models as well. Contacted customer care in Detroit and was told the vehicle was
"functioning as designed". Will try to pursue resolution under the lemon law from here. Don't
buy this vehicle! See all 30 reviews of the Used Ford Explorer. Write a review. Frontal Barrier
Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact
Test. See full safety scores. Sponsored cars related to the Explorer. Sign Up. A majority of all
used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded, salvaged and rebuilt
and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years, CARFAX has been collecting
data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped millions of used car shoppers
reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly hidden problems. For more than
30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car shoppers make better purchase
decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition, CARFAX has helped used car
dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and sell their American cars with
confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built up its database with the help
of its partners and sources, including government offices, law enforcement agencies, service
and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and many more. In addition to publicly
available information, CARFAX has collected information from many independent reliable
sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth. Immediately to the Internet,
paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I ha
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

