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The Honda Element is a compact crossover SUV manufactured by Honda and marketed in North
America over a single generation for model years â€” noted for its boxy exterior styling with
bi-parting side doors and its boxy, flexible interior layout. By late , shortly before its
discontinuation, production had totaled approximately , The Model X was designed as an
activity-oriented vehicle combining features of a pickup truck and a sport utility vehicle , [5] and
its styling was inspired by a lifeguard station, its roofline arched to evoke the curve of a
surfboard. Noted for its four bi-parting side doors that open to provide a clear aperature of The
rear door structure have a reinforced vertical beam and, when closed, connect to the body side
sill via a hook and catch system, effectively creating a B-pillar. The rear-hinged rear side doors
can open only after the forward doors. The production Element debuted at the New York
International Auto Show [7] with an interior featuring TPO -coated textured urethane flooring;
stain-resistant fabric; individually reclining and removable rear seats that stow. The 2. In , the
Element won the Dogcars. With projected first year sales of 50,, [13] the Element sold 67, units
in in the US. All-wheel drive models came with a large rear moonroof. All trim levels came with a
hp 2. Production and sales began in December Side airbags became available as an option on
the EX models. Keyless entry was made standard on EX models. The DX model was eliminated.
XM satellite radio and MP3 capabilities were added as standard features in the audio system for
the EX model. A 5 speed manual transmission was standard. The charcoal gray plastic tone was
darkened and a navy blue was offered with the Satin Silver Metallic paint. Hub Caps on the LX
were changed to cover the entire wheel. It came with a 5-speed manual transmission or an
optional 4-speed automatic transmission. The front seat belts shoulder mounting location was
relocated to the front seat backs rather than the rear doors allowing rear-seat occupants to exit
the vehicle without a front occupant having to unbuckle. Side airbags became standard, as did
electronic stability control. The plastic latticework grille was replaced by silver-colored slats. A
new trim level called the SC was offered with a different front bumper and grille, lowered
suspension and inch alloy wheels, projector headlamps , "tribal print" seat fabric, center
console, and carpeted floors in the seating areas. Unlike the other trim packages, the SC had a
non-removable center console and was unavailable with all-wheel drive. The hood and grill were
redesigned, the front fenders were now all metal rather than painted composite material, [19]
and the wheel arches were squared off. All trim levels featured a 5-speed automatic
transmissions. The Royal Blue Pearl color was also eliminated. Honda discontinued the Element
in early After a summer break, Honda returned to its "Element and Friends" ad campaign, using
one of its characters, the crab , given the name Gil. In order to tap into social networking sites ,
which began to play larger roles in ad campaigns in the mids, Gil was to maintain a blog and
promote an online petition to save his job. This led up to the launch of the new commercial
dubbed Element TV, which premiered 28 September , and rolled out with the new Honda
Element SC which went on sale that same day. In the fall of , the Element and Friends website,
now defunct, was re-launched with the introduction of the new Element SC trim. The previous
version had the driving game using the Element EX-P now simply called the EX in a desert,
snow topped mountains, forests, and a beach. They now renamed that area "above ground". A
new second option from the main page allows you to select the Element SC to go
"underground" in an urbanesque environment featuring a drive-in, central park with a basketball
court, a seedy mainstreet, and project housing. The six new SC friends include a rat, mole,
hamster, pigeon, roach, and a dog. The drive-in serves as the venue to view the TV spots that
feature only the rat, mole, pigeon, and hamster. The format remains the same with new
mini-games, but both maps now include a tunnel to venture above or below the surface, through
the mountain and building respectively. Changes to the above ground include the removal of
the previous TV spots from the website and a link on the beach to Gil's Myspace page. They
revealed that visitors average 15 minutes on the site. In , the Honda Element won the Dogcars.
Honda chose to follow up on that with a concept vehicle unveiled in New York Auto Show
specifically designed for canine transportation. A spill-resistant water bowl, also included,
could be placed into a nook in the corner of the pet bed. The second row pet restraint system
was a small net crate suitable for cats or small dogs, which could be belted into place. It
strapped directly to the lower portion of the seat and the captive animal could not see out the
windows, unlike the pet "booster seats" sold by pet-supply vendors specifically designed to
allow small dogs to see through the windows and sniff the incoming airflow. The pet bed is a
thick cushion for the whole of the rear cargo area. The cargo area pet restraint system consists
of netting on the sides and the top of the dog bed, as well as a zip-up fourth side to be secured
after the dog is loaded. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor vehicle. Front-engine,
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leasing purposes only. LCCN : sh Pilots are currently manufactured in Lincoln, Alabama , and
the Pilot was produced in Alliston, Ontario until April The first generation Pilot was released in
April as a model. The Pilot's unibody construction and independent suspension are designed to
provide handling similar to that of a car, and it has integrated perimeter frame rails to allow
towing and light off-road use. The Honda Passport that was sold between and was a
truck-based design. The Pilots featured the J35A4 engine, an all-aluminum 3. This was the first
time 4WD was not standard on the Pilot. Further this version of the J35 featured updated iVTEC
and the automatic transmission a shorter 1st gear ratio. All Pilots from this generation feature a
5-speed automatic transmission. The Pilot has front struts with a coil-spring, multilink rear
suspension for a flat rear load floor. Front track is Design of the Pilot was by Honda's Ricky Hsu
through , when styling was approved. The Pilot can accommodate up to eight passengers in
three rows configured as stadium seating. The third row can seat three, but the limited legroom
makes it suitable only for small children or adults on short trips. Similar to the Honda Odyssey ,
the rear seats can be folded into flat surfaces for larger cargo. Options include powered
moonroof , DVD entertainment system, and a navigation system. For the model year, Honda
increased adjustability on second row seats and added heated front seats and side mirrors to
models equipped with leather seats. For the model year, Honda added tire pressure monitoring,
electronic stability control, revised steering, and upgraded the air bags. Honda revised the Pilot
for the model year in October Changes to the exterior included a new fascia with a different
grille insert and halogen projector headlights, and taillights with clear lenses. On the inside,
side airbags were provided in the C pillar, the gauge cluster was updated and the center
console featured chrome trim and redesigned storage compartments and cup holders. For the
model year, Honda added Variable Cylinder Management to the two-wheel-drive models. For the
last model year of the generation Honda added two new trims. All second generation Pilots
used a new J35Z4 3. Both drivetrains were equipped with five-speed automatics. The second
generation's wheelbase is The redesigned headlights lost the previous generation's halogen
projectors and return to standard halogen reflectors. Features included new two-position
memory settings for the driver's seat, a new power tailgate, and the gear shift was relocated
from the steering column to the center console between the front seats. The Touring trim
included a volt power outlet and a satellite-linked Honda navigation system. The model year had
minimal changes. The voice-activated navigation system which was previously exclusive to the
Touring trim became available on the EX-L trim and rear entertainment system became standard
equipment on the Touring trim. The model year introduced a redesigned front fascia, new alloy
wheels, and updates to the interior along with changes to the bumper. The model year included
a standard rearview backup camera , i-MID central dashboard 8-inch LCD screen, USB
connector , Bluetooth hands-free calling and wireless audio streaming, and tri-zone climate
control. The SE special edition trim was added which came standard with a power moonroof,
satellite radio, and rear seat entertainment system. For the model year a rear-view backup
camera was made standard. The third-generation Pilot debuted at the Chicago Auto Show in
February , production began during May, and was made available for sale in June. The exterior
is sleeker in appearance compared to its boxier predecessor with a 10 percent reduction in drag
area. The Elite trim level also gained features that were new to the Pilot, including ventilated
front seats, heated rear seats, and a panoramic roof. Alloy wheels became standard. A tri-angle
backup camera is standard with dynamic guidelines optional. The revised 3. With all-wheel drive
models the amount of engine torque sent to each rear wheel is variable. Overall dimensions are
larger, while weight is down approximately pounds with noise, vibration, and harshness NVH
reduced. Structurally For the model year, Honda has refreshed the Pilot inside and out. The
powertrain for the Pilot has remained unchanged, but Honda did revise the nine-speed
transmission and start-stop system that are only found on the Touring and Elite trims. The
exterior now has new bumpers, grille, wheels, standard LED headlights, and revised taillights. A

hands free tailgate is now available. In the interior, the gauge cluster is replaced with a new one,
similar to the one found on the Odyssey. The infotainment system is updated with the latest
HondaLink software and it also features the CabinControl app also found in the Odyssey. The
volume slider has also been replaced with a volume knob. Honda has replaced the steering
wheel with a new design, also from the Odyssey. Honda Sensing is now standard on all trim
levels for the Pilot. For the model year, a new Black Edition trim was added to the lineup. The
9-speed transmission is now standard on all trim levels, and there is a new Special Edition
slotted in between the EX-L and Touring trims. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Honda
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only. The Odyssey had originally been conceived and engineered in Japan, in the wake of the
country's economic crisis of the s â€” which in turn imposed severe constraints on the vehicle's
size and overall concept, dictating the minivan 's manufacture in an existing facility with
minimal modification. Subsequent generations diverged to reflect market variations, and Honda
built a plant in Lincoln, Alabama , United States , incorporating the ability to manufacture larger
models. Both versions of the Odyssey were sold in Japan at Honda Clio dealership locations.
Both versions of the Odyssey are currently sold in the Middle East. The Odyssey was
introduced in as Honda's first minivan [5] â€” based on the Accord platform , with a 4-cylinder
engine , all-disc anti-lock braking , all wishbone suspension , and a four-speed automatic
transmission with a steering-column-mounted shifter and a hill-hold feature, marketed as Grade
Logic. The design featured unibody construction, [6] dual airbags, dual gloveboxes, dual zone
heating and cooling with 20 percent greater capacity than an Accord's system [6] overhead rear
fan-speed adjustment control, and main control switch over the front-seat passenger ,
conventional rear swing-open rather than sliding doors, and a third row seat that could fold and
tumble into a compartment beneath the floor â€” the spacesaver spare tire carried inside, on the
right, rear wall of the cabin. Honda marketed the first generation Odyssey in two trim levels. The
LX accommodated seven passengers with two front buckets, a removable three-seat middle
bench, and a 2-seat third row bench. Isuzu offered a rebadged version of the Odyssey from to
as the Isuzu Oasis. Odagaki traveled to the U. Odagaki continued working with an
"underground" team, using as its design credo the concept of a "personal jet" [2] â€” which in
turn led to the car's original PJ concept code-name. The team worked to convince management
of the project's viability, using extensive illustrations, a one-quarter scale model and a full-size
foam model. After bringing the right-hand drive prototype to the U. Production was officially
launched on October 20, â€” the first Honda model in to be released at the same time through
Honda's three Japanese distribution channels Primo, Clio, Verno , marketing the Odyssey
through the three channels under the same name. In , New York City 's Taxi and Limousine
Commission TLC expanded the number of licensable automobiles, approving the first
generation Odyssey for use in the city's taxi fleet [8] â€” the Odyssey having been
recommended by the seven-year-old grandson of a TLC advisory commission member. The
Isuzu Oasis is a minivan marketed in the United States by Isuzu from to as a rebadged variant of
the first generation Honda Odyssey, the only minivan marketed by Isuzu. After the Honda
Odyssey was redesigned for , Isuzu continued to market the Oasis with minor changes. Later
Oasis models came with a 2. The second generation North American market Odyssey was first
assembled in Canada as a model mainly for North America between and â€” and exported to
Japan as the LaGreat between and The Odyssey offered two sliding doors as standard
equipment, whereas some minivans of the time only offered one, a second door being optional.
The Odyssey offered power sliding doors which were standard on the EX trim, but not available
on the LX trim. The Odyssey kept the fold-into-the-floor rear seat, an innovation adopted by

many other minivans. There was also an available Honda Satellite-Linked Navigation System,
introduced during , which became the first navigation system ever offered in a minivan. The
model was the only second generation Odyssey model year to receive reliability ratings of five
out of five according to Automotive Information Systems. The second generation was praised
for its powerful V6, its handling from its four-wheel independent suspension , and its features
such as a large cabin, power sliding doors manual sliding doors on LX models and the
stow-away third-row seat. Some [ who? It won consecutive Edmunds. This is also the only
generation of the Honda Odyssey where the power windows are only on the driver's and front
passenger's doors. Also added was a five-speed automatic transmission, side torso airbags not
side curtain airbags , rear disc brakes, and a few minor cosmetic improvements on the outside
as well as the inside. Other than an AUTO power driver's window, the Odyssey remained
unchanged for and , before being replaced with the third generation model. The 4-speed
automatic transmission in to models had serious problems with transmission durability. Honda
spokesman Mike Spencer stated that four-speed models were afflicted with a bad bearing that
could break apart, scattering fragments of metal that clogged fluid passageways in the
transmission, causing it to shift erratically. The five-speed automatic was first installed in the
Odyssey for the model, but general reliability of the â€” transmission was poor according to
Consumer Reports. Spencer said that the five-speed models typically were damaged by
premature wear of the third-gear clutch pack. As the clutch friction material abraded, it
scattered bits inside the transmission case, clogging fluid lines and causing erratic shifting.
Drivers might suffer slipping, poor or no shifts, or sudden down-shifts from fifth gear to second
gear. Under some conditions, a different 5-speed transmission problem arose. Second gear
could overheat and break, causing the transmission to lock. An oil jet was added to lubricate
this gear but this did not solve the third gear clutch problem. But it was required along with a
power steering cooler for any towing, or the warranty would be void. Honda introduced the third
generation Odyssey for the model year. It grew in width and weight but retained the previous
generation's length and interior space. Honda introduced the ACE body engineering to the third
generation Odyssey, which was later used on the eighth generation Civic. Side-curtain airbags
and electronic stability control are included in all models. Both features were previously
unavailable. The headrests could now be left in place when tumbling the rear seat. Some
notable features of the redesign were dual glove boxes and an in-floor lazy susan storage
compartment, located in the previous generation's spare tire well. Third generation models
offered a dashboard-mounted shifter, instead of a column-mounted shifter. The second row
bucket seats do not fold into the floor. Touring models came with a center storage
compartment. This enabled this van to receive U. It was rated top pick in minivan category in
Consumer Reports Annual auto issue. The EX-L and higher trims could be purchased with both
navigation and rear entertainment systems, or rear entertainment system only, while the
VHS-based i-VES system was dropped. Four trim levels were available in the United States: LX,
EX, EX-L and Touring, the top-of-the-line package in the Odyssey lineup that incorporated
features such as run-flat tires , power tailgate, power adjustable pedals, multi information
display, memory seats and chrome tailgate trim. Problem areas included body integrity, which
includes paint wear and rusting, body hardware bumpers being loose, audio system, brakes and
suspension according to the Consumer Reports issue of April According to the online edition of
Consumer Reports in June , transmission problems were better than average for models. Crash
test ratings have been five star in every test but the had a safety concern. A door opening
during a side impact crash increases the likelihood of occupant ejection. Odyssey has won a
spot on Car and Driver's 5 Best trucks for the past three years, as well as a host of other
awards. The Odyssey is the top-ranked minivan in the US News charts. For the model year, the
Odyssey received a facelift. All models were equipped with active front head restraints, daytime
running lights, redesigned dashboard, grille and taillights. An audio AUX jack became standard
equipment. The backup camera, previously only included with navigation-equipped models, was
integrated into the rear-view mirror of the non-navigation EX-L. Touring models featured full
Bluetooth support for all Bluetooth-equipped devices, and are now standard with navigation.
The DX lacks features such as the "Second-Row Plus One Seat with storage", conversation
mirror with sunglasses holder, tinted glass, roof rails, and has black body moldings. For the
model year, the DVD rear entertainment system is now available on the EX-L trim and while it is
still standard on the Touring. Honda presented the Odyssey Concept in early at the Chicago
Auto Show and officially on June 17; with a larger, wider body, a lower roofline and revised
styling. Compared to its predecessor, the fourth generation Honda Odyssey is 0. The fourth
generation Odyssey includes projector headlamps or HID xenon low-beam headlamps Touring
Elite , standard inch wheels, inch alloy wheels Touring and above , and 6-speed automatic
transmission Touring and above. A Blind Spot Display for the driver's side and a multi-angle

backup camera is available. All Odyssey models have a 3. Changes included a 6-speed
automatic transmission on all trims, sleeker exterior styling with a new aluminum hood,
aluminum front fenders, twin-bar grille and revised lower front fascia with optional integrated
fog lights, darker-finish projector headlight housings, Smart entry availability and LED rear
taillight bars. A built-in vacuum cleaner system is included with the Touring Elite model. The
revised suspension uses aluminum front lower control arms. The Odyssey went on sale on July
2, New safety features included in the refresh include a LaneWatch camera housed in the
passenger side-view mirror or a Blind Spot Monitoring system. New exterior paint colors were
made available in , as are new interior fabrics and trim pieces. A new speed automatic produced
at Honda Precision Parts Georgia HPPG is Honda's first use of a speed transmission in a
production automobile, it is nearly 29 lbs lighter than the previous 6-speed. Compared to its
predecessor, the fifth generation is 0. The use of structural body adhesives has increased
compared to the 4th gen with ft used. Like the Acura MDX and Pilot the redesigned Odyssey
features a MPa hot stamped outer front door stiffener ring and forged aluminum front
suspension lower control arms. All Odyssey models come with a 3. All models come equipped
with a speed automatic transmission with the ZF 9HP transmission discontinued. For , the
Odyssey features a minor restyling, adds 4-way power lumbar adjustability to the front
passenger seat and perforated leather with contrasting piping options. Honda Sensing is
standard on all trims. A rear seat occupant reminder is added to the CabinWatch system to help
prevent heatstroke among children. The Odyssey was misplaced in the minivan market, which
favors a huge, comfortable amount of interior space and versatility [3]. In the middle of , Honda
began exporting the fourth generation North American Odyssey minivan to the Philippines.
Export of the Odyssey to that market ceased in after the introduction of the international fifth
generation Odyssey which is imported from Japan. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. This
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features a lightened and stiffened body, specially tuned engine, and upgraded brakes and
chassis, and is offered only in five- or six-speed manual transmission. Red is used in the Honda
badge background to give it a special sporting distinction and to separate it from other models.
For the first time, a strategically seam welded monocoque chassis was used to improve chassis
rigidity. The EK9 was only available for sale in Japan. The Type Rx model introduced in was
given a CD player, body-coloured retractable electric door mirrors, power windows, auto air
conditioning, keyless entry unlock system , aluminium sports pedals, and a carbon type centre
panel. The Type Rx was the final model of the EK9 generation. In , Honda introduced the next
generation of the Civic Type R as a unique 3-door hatchback to the UK market, which was
manufactured in Swindon, England. In , the EP3 was updated with many improvements â€”
revised EPS with quicker steering, revised suspension settings, projector headlamps JDM came
equipped with halogens only while the EDM came with an option for HIDs with self-leveling
motors , lighter clutch and flywheel assembly, etc. Based on Honda literature, this facelifted FL
model was targeted at addressing customers' and critics' feedback such as understeer on the
limit due to the front MacPherson strut setup , numb steering response and lack of low-end

torque. Mugen Motorsports developed an upgraded version of the JDM Civic Type R, with a
sport exhaust system and engine tuning, special Mugen Grille, and anti-roll bars for pro racing
activities. This special edition features red bucket seats from Recaro , air conditioning, privacy
glass on the rear windows, a leather MOMO steering wheel, red interior carpet and door cards.
Only of these models were produced, in each colour. In towards the end of the EP3's production
run, Honda introduced the Civic Type R Premier edition which had Recaro Trendline seats
similar to those found in the Anniversary Edition, only in red and black rather than all red , a
darker shade of fabric on the rear seat centre sections, a MOMO Steering Wheel, Red Carpet,
Door Linings, "Type R" embossed into the front brake calipers and black privacy glass on the
rear windows. Air conditioning was an option. The third generation of the Civic Type R was
offered in two distinct models: one developed one for the Japanese domestic market and the
other for UK and international markets each matching the availability of their regular 8th
generation counterparts. Power is sent to the front wheels through a close-ratio six-speed
manual gearbox, and a helical limited slip differential is fitted as standard. Exterior wise, the
front bumper is wider and different from the standard Civic designed aerodynamically. The rear
bumper features a diffuser built into the bumper and a large rear wing completes the aero
package. Inside, the trademark black and red bucket seats are no longer made by Recaro as
with previous versions but designed in-house by Honda. Also gone is the Momo made steering
wheel, instead replaced by a Honda made version. The familiar red-on-black colour scheme or
black-on-black scheme is offered on Championship White and Super Platinum Metallic Silver
while a black-on-black scheme with red stitching is for the Vivid Blue Pearl only. The Vivid Blue
Pearl colour was dropped. However, the FN2 managed a Approximately 13, units of FD2 Civic
Type R were produced until it ceased production in August due to failure to meet the upcoming
emission requirements. However, the engine was the same K20ZA straight-4 as used in the
European version. Other exclusive items include Recaro SP-X racing bucket seats and other
Mugen items on the interior while special 18 inch Mugen 7-spoke wheels come equipped as
standard. It went on sale in Japan on 13 September Weight is further reduced using an
aluminium hood 4. The interior was also updated with more carbon fiber parts. It came in the
following models with the following prices:. The European and international market Civic Type
R is offered only as a three-door hatchback and uses a different chassis and internal layout
notably tank placement below the driver's seat , which will serve as the base for the next
European version of the Jazz. The rear suspension, formerly a double wishbone setup, was
changed to a less complex torsion beam axle. Type R GT The Type R GT trim includes
dual-zone climate control Left:right independent , rain-sensing windscreen wipers, refrigerated
glove box, automatic headlights with dusk sensor, front fog lights, power-folding wing mirrors,
cruise control, front and rear curtain airbags. It is finished in the same four colours as the
standard FN2, and a new colour called Deep Sapphire Blue Pearl added to the colours offered.
The Heritage's infotainment system version adds Bluetooth telephone system and voice
recognition DVD satellite navigation. It is finished in the same four colours as the Euro standard
FN2. Production for the European market ended in October due to the engine not meeting Euro
V emissions regulations which came into effect in Top Gear Magazine awarded the European
Civic Type R its 'Hot Hatch of ', [27] praising the car's controls and comparing it favourably as a
driver's car to its rivals, the Stig qualifying it as 'an utter gem'. Jeremy Clarkson said it "just
doesn't feel that quick" and that "all the poise and controllability that you used to get in the old
car is just sort of The second batch of 1, was imported in fall due to the initial sales success,
with the colour Crystal Black Pearl added. It is the first factory turbocharged Civic Type R. The
engine is mated to a 6-speed manual transmission with a factory equipped plate-style
limited-slip differential. The Civic Type R is equipped with dual front airbags, front side airbags
and front and rear side curtain airbags. The anti-lock braking system, electronic brake-force
distribution, hill start assist, and vehicle stability assist are standard. The package includes an
adjustable front lip spoiler, front canards, side skirts and a rear diffuser. The rear wing has been
replaced with a GT style fixed rear wing. These elements are made from carbon fibre, a carbon
fibre hood was also included as an option. There were no changes made to the drivetrain
although a new exhaust system having a single exhaust pipe instead of the quad was fitted.
Based on the GT Trim Type R, notable features include black exterior paint with red accents,
black interior with red stitching and red brake calipers. Production was limited to units in UK.
Although they both were priced differently, differences are limited to additional equipment and
amenities. Key specifications related to power figures remain the same for both variants.
However, only units were exported. The new car builds on Honda's heritage in developing
high-performance hatchbacks. The engine is mated to a close-ratio 6-speed manual
transmission continuing the tradition of its predecessors with limited-slip differential as
standard. The aerodynamic elements increase downforce even further as compared to the

outgoing model. The reviewers also complained about the FK2's interior being dated but stated
that this was due to the model's late arrival at the end of the base model's production run. The
interior of the Type R is based on the base model Civic and has a low driving position with the
gear shift lever positioned high in order to allow for easy gear changes. The interior has red and
black colour as standard with sports seats along with carbon fibre trim. The driver's seat and
the steering wheel are adjustable. A reversing camera is standard for easier rear visibility while
reversing while parking sensors are standard in the GT Trim. The interior although lauded for its
comfortability and user-friendliness is criticised for its infotainment system which has been
described as slow and difficult to operate. The fit and finish are considered to be comparable
with its competitors. Safety features include automatic emergency braking, traffic sign
recognition, lane departure warning and automatic high beam assistance which are carried over
from the base Civic. The GT trim adds blindspot monitoring and cross-traffic alert, parking
sensors at the front and rear, dual-zone climate control, power-folding door mirrors and
infotainment upgrades that include wireless phone charging and in-built sat-navigation along
with a more powerful speaker stereo. On 3 April , the pre-production Type R achieved a lap time
of S market. Due to emissions reasons it's only offered with PS and the PS model is not offered
as it would violate the road vehicle emissions law and therefore be only legal for racing and not
road legal. In the UK, the Civic Type R was available for consumer test drives in August , with
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moving into the compact car segment. EPA guidelines for vehicle size class stipulate a car
having combined passenger and cargo room of to The first generation Civic was introduced in
July as a two-door model, [3] followed by a three-door hatchback that September. In Japan, as
customers increasingly shifted to minivans and compact cars like the Fit, production of the
non-hybrid Civic ended in August when it no longer complied with Japanese government
dimension regulations in the width category. Honda, after establishing itself as a leading
manufacturer of motorcycles during the s, began production of automobiles in The car had a
transverse-mounted front engine, front-wheel drive FF layout, which would be adopted for the
later Honda and Civic models. It was Honda's first model to have an impact in the export market.
It became one of the most influential automotive designs of the s, with the Volkswagen Golf ,
Ford Fiesta , and Fiat Ritmo showing similarities as transverse-FF, truncated-trapezoidal
hatchbacks occupying a size niche between minicars and compact sedans. The Renault 5 was
introduced six months before the Honda Civic which appeared later in July. In Japan, the Civic
was the first fully modern compact car in the European style, offering a level of prestige never
before seen in this class in the market. The first generation Honda Civic was introduced on 11
July , but sold as a model in Japan. The Civic was available as a two- or four-door fastback
sedan, three- and a five-door hatchback , as well as a five-door station wagon. Because of the
oil crisis , consumer demand for fuel efficient vehicles was high, and because of the engine
being able to run on either leaded or unleaded fuel, it gave drivers fuel choice flexibility over
other vehicles. The CVCC engine debuted in December , with a head design that allowed for
more efficient combustion, and as a benefit the CVCC system did not require a catalytic
converter or unleaded fuel to meet Environmental Protection Agency emissions standards for
hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide. The second generation Honda Civic was introduced in
June as a model. It was larger, had a more angular shape, and came with increased engine
power. All Civic engines now used the CVCC design, which added a third valve per cylinder;
this introduced lean burn swirl technology. Three transmissions were offered: a four-speed
manual on base models , a five-speed manual, and a two-speed semi- automatic Honda had
previously called the " Hondamatic ". The second generation Civic was offered as a three-door
hatchback, a four-door sedan, a five-door hatchback and a five-door wagon. The third
generation was released in September for the model year. The separate five-door hatchback and
wagon models were merged into a five-door "shuttle wagon" or "wagovan" sometimes referred
to colloquially as a "breadbox" because of its appearance, called the Honda Civic Shuttle. An
additional two-seat coupe styleâ€”labeled CRX â€”was introduced, noted for its compact
dimensions and light weight. The third generation Civic saw the introduction of the long running
four-cylinder D series engine including a new 1. A 4WD engine with different transmission
mounts was introduced for the first time in , and later upgraded in It delivered a fuel economy of
around 28 mpg highway. The 4WD system was push-button operated until improved in when the
rear wheels would engage automatically once the front wheels lost traction. This new system
was called "Realtime" which used a "viscous coupler" connecting two propeller shafts between
the front and rear axles. The manual transmission featured a synchronized 6th gear, called "SL",
or "Super-Low", which was used for high torque at very low speeds. The "Realtime" idea is still
utilized to this day but includes technological improvements since the first system. In
September , a redesigned Civic was introduced with increased dimensions and a lower hood
line. A wide range of models and trim levels were offered for various markets around the world.
All U. The fourth generation saw the introduction of a fully independent rear suspension across
the entire model range. These Special Edition models included all white side molding that
matched the white body and color matched dual mirrors. In the body molding was a wrap
around blue stripe. Each car had interior upgrades as well as a chrome-tipped exhaust.
Introduced in September for the model year, the redesigned Civic featured increased
dimensions, as well as more aerodynamic styling. The wagon variant was now only available in
the Japanese market where the previous generation wagon was carried over until Continuing in
the sporty tradition of the original Civic SiR, Honda sold several similarly equipped variants of
the fifth generation car, still referred to as the Civic SiR, in Japan, Asia and Europe. A special
model was the i with the B18B4, that was fitted to Ballade models. The fifth generation remains
popular among tuners and racers alike. Introduced in September for the model year, the sixth
generation featured updated styling although less radical than previous redesigns. The first
Civic Si coupe EM1 was introduced in until Europe saw a DOHC 1. The seventh generation was
released in September , for the model year. While the redesign retained the previous
generation's exterior dimensions, interior space was improved in part by using a flat rear floor
thus bumping up Civic to a compact car size segment. The front suspension was changed from
that of a double wishbone to a MacPherson strut , in order to lower costs, as well as allow more
engine bay room for the newly introduced Honda K-series engine. Power was also increased on

some trim levels. The Civic Coupe was no longer sold in Japan starting with this generation. In
North America, coupe and sedan body styles were available, except for the Si SiR in Canada
which was offered only as a three-door hatchback. The Type R was redesigned as well this time
using a more powerful i-VTEC motor and using the three-door hatchback body style. This
generation saw Honda introduce their first Civic Hybrid, powered by a 1. The eighth generation
was released in September , for the model year. For the eighth generation, Honda split the
model into two different platforms, one for sedan and coupe, and one for a hatchback designed
primarily for the European market using a simpler rear suspension from the Honda Fit and more
aggressive styling. As of , a total of The hatchback is available as a three and five-door. Both Si
and Type R trim levels continued although the Japanese and European Type R, while sharing
the same engine size, are mechanically different. In the United States, an improved, sportier
version of the Civic Si 4-door tuned by tuner Mugen was offered, featuring cosmetic alterations
and changes to the suspension, wheels, slight exterior differences, and exhaust system. The
end of this model generation also marked a hiatus of the Civic Type R in Japan, with no
successor model until the later tenth generation, going on sale in mid and the discontinuation
of the Coupe outside of North America. On 13 December , Honda unveiled a sketch of the new
ninth generation Civic which was described as "energetic, sleek and aerodynamic. The
production version of the ninth generation Civic previewed by the concept went on sale in the
U. Honda's Eco Assist technology is added to most models, and became the first gasoline-only
powered Honda to employ such technology in North America. Further improvements include a
new multilink rear suspension to further reduce road feel on particularly battered roads and
highways. The tenth generation Civic is based on the all-new Honda compact global platform.
The tenth-generation Civic features a new fastback exterior design, with the rear C-pillar flowing
into the tailgate. The front of the car features a new chrome wing design that flows across the
top of the headlamps. For the model year, Honda expanded the availability of Civic's optional
six-speed manual transmission to include the hatchback's top Sport Touring trim. The interior
of the new Civic likewise features major design changes. Unlike the split bi-level speedometer
and tachometer of its predecessor, the EX and above trim levels of the tenth generation Civic
consolidates these instruments into a fully customisable, all digital "Driver Information
Interface" incorporating a 7-inch LCD screen positioned directly behind the steering wheel and
in the driver's line of sight. The eleventh-generation Civic was revealed as a prototype on
November 17, While the Civic is sold in largely the same form worldwide, differences in the
name of the models exist between markets. The sixth-generation sedan was also sold as the
Integra SJ. A four-door station wagon model called the Civic Shuttle also Civic Pro in Japan was
available from until this brand name would later be revived for the mids Honda Shuttle people
carrier, known in some markets as the Honda Stream. In South Africa, the sedan the only model
sold there until the launch of the sixth generation sedan and hatch was known as the Ballade.
The Honda Domani, an upscale model based on the Civic, was sold as the Isuzu Gemini in
Japan â€” , and confusingly the 5-door Domani was sold as the Honda Civic along with the
"real" hatchback and sedan Civics in Europe from to In Thailand, the sixth generation Civic was
available as the four-door Isuzu Vertex. The sixth-generation station wagon was sold as the
Honda Orthia , with the Partner as the downmarket commercial variant. The seventh generation
minivan model is called the Honda Stream. In Canada, the sixth and seventh generation Civics
were mildly redesigned to create the Acura EL until the advent of the eight generation Civic,
which was used to create the Acura CSX , which was designed in Canada. The three-door
hatchback body style has been somewhat unpopular in the United States, but has achieved
wide acceptance in Canada, as well as popularity in Japan and European markets, helping
cement Honda's reputation as a maker of sporty compact models. Accordingly, all instances of
the current model left or right hand drive, anywhere in the world are British-made cars designed
with Japanese engineering, except for the US-built two-door coupe and the sedan version built
in Brazil for the Latin American market. In North America, the Civic hatchback was dropped for
In Brazil, although being considered for local manufacturing since the early s it was illegal to
import cars in Brazil from until , the Civic wasn't available until , via official importing. The
seventh generation production started in , displacing the Chevrolet Vectra from the top sales
record for the mid-size sedan segment, however it lost that position to the Toyota Corolla the
following year. In , the eighth generation was released and regained the sales leadership.
Identical to the North American version, it lacks options such a moonroof, and standard
security equipment like VSA and side and curtain airbags were removed because of lack of car
safety laws in the Mercosur. Furthermore, the Brazilian subsidiary began producing flex-fuel
versions for the Civic and the Fit models, capable of running on any blend of gasoline E20 to
E25 blend in Brazil and ethanol up to E The IIHS awarded the Civic sedan with a rating of "good"
on both frontal and side impact crash tests [40] and lists the Civic as the second-best small car

in overall crashworthiness. Frontal impact:. Side impact front seat:. Side impact rear seat:. In
Australia, â€” Civics were assessed in the Used Car Safety Ratings on their level of occupant
protection regardless of size or era. Despite being a modest car, the Civic is popular as a
platform for modification and customization by the enthusiast community. Starting with the
fourth generation and continuing through the model year, Civics had front double wishbone
suspension and rear semi-trailing arm suspension. More recent seventh and eighth generation
Civics, now rated as compacts rather than subcompacts, remain generally attractive as tuner
projects in spite of added weight mostly because of U. Particularly unwelcome among the tuner
community [45] was the replacement of the front double-wishbone suspension with
MacPherson struts , which provide inferior handling primarily because of limited dynamic
camber angle control. From to , the Civic was awarded Car of the Year Japan. In , the Civic
ranked third in the European Car of the Year awards, the highest ranking for a Japanese vehicle
at that time. It also was awarded the U. Road Test magazine's " Car of the Year. The Civic has
been on Car and Driver magazine's yearly Ten Best list six times, in , â€”91, and Civics
contested the Up to cc class in the Bathurst touring car race at Bathurst in Australia each year
from to , with a best placing of second in class in both and In recent years the Civic has been
used in a wide variety of racing series, particularly in Japan. It is also used in touring car races
in Europe and the United States. Built to BTC-T specifications, it gained the team third in the
manufacturers championship. The season saw the 'works' team Civics secure an impressive
second in the manufacturers championship. Such was the competitiveness of the Civic in its
first two-season, saw five teams enter Civics, allowing the model to secure second in the
manufacturers championship. Although manufacturer support from Honda for the BTCC ended
in , several teams still found success running the Civic in and In both and , the Civic allowed the
team to finish 3rd in the Teams championship, behind the two manufacturer backed teams. In
the team returns with its Civic to defend its Team and Manufacturers championship again with
the Neal and Shedden pairing. They are the first manufacturer backed team to announce their
intention to run fully to the NGTC specification. The car was powered by a 1. After the
introduction of the new TC1 regulations in , the Civics took numerous race victories and
podiums, but were not championship contenders again until the season. The Civic was the
fastest car in with the most pole positions and main race victories, but the team missed out on
another title as their championship-leading driver Tiago Monteiro suffered injuries in a crash
during testing because of a brake failure, which put him out of the remaining rounds of the
season, while other incidents also hampered their results that season. As of February , From
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Accord CG. Accord CL. Accord CU. FCX Clarity. Civic Coupe. Integra Coupe. Accord Coupe.
Legend Coupe. CR-X del Sol. Sport compact. Civic Type R. Integra Type R. Sports car. Accord
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Sedan. Sport utility vehicle. Pickup truck. Vehicle exclusive to Southern California available for
leasing purposes only. In its third generation, it became a four-door sedan â€”present. It was
Honda's first model with Integrated Motor Assist system and the most fuel efficient
gasoline-powered car available in the U. The Insight was launched April in the UK as the lowest
priced hybrid on the market and became the best selling hybrid for the month. The Insight
ranked as the top-selling vehicle in Japan for the month of April , a first for a hybrid model. In
the following month, December , Insight became the first hybrid available in North America,
followed seven months later by the Toyota Prius. The Insight featured optimized aerodynamics
and a lightweight aluminum structure to maximize fuel efficiency and minimize emissions. As of
, the first generation Insight still ranks as the most fuel-efficient United States Environmental
Protection Agency EPA certified gasoline-fueled vehicle, with a highway rating of 61 miles per
US gallon 3. The first-generation Insight was manufactured as a two-seater, launching in a
single trim level with a manual transmission and optional air conditioning. In the second year of
production two trim levels were available: manual transmission with air conditioning , and
continuously variable transmission CVT with air conditioning. The only major change during its
life span was the introduction of a trunk-mounted, front-controlled, multiple-disc CD changer. In
addition to its hybrid drive system, the Insight was small, light and streamlined â€” with a
drag-coefficient of 0. At the time of production, it was the most aerodynamic production car to
be built. When the car is not moving, for example at a stop light, the engine shuts off. The next
generation, used in the Honda Civic Hybrid , is much more space-efficient. A computer control
module regulates how much power comes from the internal combustion engine, and how much
from the electric motor; in the CVT variant, it also finds the optimal gear ratio. The digital
displays on the dashboard display fuel consumption instantaneously. On the manual
transmission up and down arrows suggest when to shift gears. Dashboard gauges monitor the
current battery status, instantaneous fuel consumption, and mode of the electric motor â€”
standby, engine assist or charging the batteries. High pressure 2. The original Insight had a
conventional manual transmission. A traditional transmission shifts between a fixed set of
engine-to-wheel ratios; however, a CVT allows for an infinite set of ratios between its lowest
gear and its highest. A feature shared by the two hybrids and now appearing in others is the
ability to automatically turn off the engine when the vehicle is at a stop and restart it upon
movement. Since it is more powerful than most starters of conventional cars, the Insight's
electric motor can start the engine nearly instantaneously. The Intelligent Power Unit, the Power
control Unit, the Electronic Control Unit, the vehicle's batteries, DC-to-DC converter and a
high-voltage inverter are all located under the cargo floor of the vehicle, behind the seats.
Honda increased the vehicle's fuel efficiency using aluminum and plastic extensively to reduce
the vehicle's weight. The basic structure is a new, lightweight aluminum monocoque ,
reinforced in key areas with aluminum extrusions joined at cast aluminum lugs. The fuel tank is
plastic; the engine mounts are aluminum; and the exhaust is a small, thin wall pipe. Insight has
a coefficient of drag of 0. The CVT-equipped Insight is classified as a super-low emissions
vehicle. The Insight and the NSX are aluminum-bodied, while the S employs a steel body with
aluminum hood. At the Tokyo Motor Show , Honda introduced the concept car Honda IMAS, an
extremely fuel-efficient and lightweight hybrid car made of aluminum and carbon fiber, which
was perceived by most observers to be the future direction where the Insight was heading. With
its aluminum body and frame, the Insight was an expensive car to produce and was never
designed for high-volume sales. With an aerodynamic fuel-saving shape similar to its

predecessor, the Honda CR-X , and some unconventional body colors it was a bit more than
mainstream car buyers could handle, preferring more conservative styles. To fill the market
niche void, in Honda rolled out a hybrid version of the Honda Civic â€” Honda Civic Hybrid ,
followed by Toyota's redesign of the Prius in as a model. Total global cumulative sales for the
first generation Insight were 17, units. The Insight was the first mass-produced hybrid
automobile sold in the United States, achieving 70 miles per US gallon 3. The first generation
Insight was the most fuel efficient gasoline-powered car available in the U. The EPA changed
the way it estimated fuel economy starting with the model year. Insight owners who are "
hypermilers " compete to achieve maximum travel distance with each refueling. The contest
was won by Car and Driver magazine, which rigged a box behind a Ford Excursion , and had the
Insight drive within the confines of the box. With much less wind resistance, the Insight made
the trip with a fuel consumption of The New York Times noted that "[if] you drive the car badly,
you will get bad mileage. In the EU fuel economy tests , the Insight achieved a combined
efficiency figure Cars registered in the UK after qualified for free road tax because of their low
CO 2 emissions registered cars would be taxed on the lower rate of the old system based on
engine size. As a hybrid, the Insight did also qualify for an exemption from the London
Congestion Charge. The Insight being homologated as a vehicle, and hence not Euro 4
compliant, meant it no longer meets the criteria. As of June in the U. In , Honda introduced its
second-generation Insight based on an all-new, 5-passenger, 5-door, dedicated hybrid platform,
which was also later used for the Honda CR-Z. The concept version of the Insight liftback hybrid
electric vehicle had made its public debut at the Paris Motor Show. The Honda Insight was
specifically designed to make hybrid technology more affordable to a wide range of buyers.
Departing from the first generation Insight's two-seat configuration, the Insight is a
5-passenger, 5-door dedicated hybrid vehicle that includes the fifth generation of Honda's
Integrated Motor Assist IMA hybrid powertrain. The Insight was facelifted in in the United
Kingdom and in for the model year in the United States, with updates to the suspension, styling
and interior. There are revisions to the recoil rate of the springs, change of the rear camber
angles and alterations to the rear suspension brace and adjusting mounts. As a result, Honda
promised better ride, handling and stability. Interior changes include revisions to the
dashboard, seat fabric, and some plastics. The air vents received a chrome surround and a
silver garnish now adorns the door sills. Honda chose a 5-door hatchback configuration for the
latest Insight. The wedge-shaped body assists aerodynamics and reduces drag for improved
fuel economy. The wedge shape of the second-generation Insight has been criticized by many
automotive journalists for its similarities with the more successful and older second-generation
Toyota Prius. The reason we chose a five-door hatchback was that we wanted the car to be
popular in Europe. American Honda â€” the biggest market â€” asked us to build a car with a
boot, but we rejected that idea, because to compete with other green cars and sell more in
Europe, it had to be a five-door hatchback. Of course, aerodynamically it is also a more
favourable shape. The Insight's exterior design merges design cues from both the first
generation Insight the tapered tail and triangular taillights and Honda's production hydrogen
fuel cell vehicle, the FCX Clarity the low hood, six-point front grille, and wedge-shaped profile.
The interior of the new Insight includes a variation of the two-tier instrument panel first
introduced on the Honda Civic. In this arrangement, a digital speedometer is mounted high on
the instrument panel within the driver's normal line-of-sight for ease of visibility. An analog
tachometer, fuel gauge, hybrid assist gauge, and Multi-Information Display are housed in the
lower tier. This system mates an internal combustion engine with an electric motor mounted
directly to the engine's crankshaft between the engine and transmission. Honda states that this
configuration is less complex, lower cost, and compact enough to accommodate a wide range
of vehicle sizes when compared to competing hybrid powertrains. Honda has used previous
generations of this IMA system on all of its production hybrid vehicles including the original
Insight, Civic Hybrid, and Accord Hybrid. Advanced development has allowed the Insight's IMA
system to be 19 percent smaller and 28 percent lighter than the previous generation IMA used in
the existing Civic Hybrid. The Insight's IMA includes a high-efficiency, lightweight, low-friction
1. The motor acts as a generator during braking, steady cruising, gentle deceleration and
coasting in order to recharge the IMA battery. The motor also serves as the engine starter,
quickly spinning the engine to idle speed after Idle Stop and during normal vehicle starting. The
system will automatically switch to a back-up, conventional volt starter to start the engine if the
IMA system is disabled or if the car is started at extreme cold temperatures. As an additional
safety feature, Honda's hybrid configuration allows the car to operate like a conventional,
petrol-engine vehicle even if the IMA hybrid-electric motor system is completely disabled. The
Insight's Continuously Variable Transmission CVT provides infinite ratios to keep the engine
operating within its most efficient range. Forward gear ratios are infinitely variable between 3.

Final drive is 4. On Insight EX models, paddle shifters mounted behind the steering wheel allow
the driver to engage a manual shift mode and select from seven simulated gear ratios for full
control over acceleration and engine braking. Since the CVT's gear ratios are continuously
variable the system electronically directs the transmission to up- or downshift into
pre-determined ratios when the driver taps the shift paddles. In normal driving, the CVT allows
the engine and IMA motor to stay in their most efficient operating range thereby providing
superior fuel efficiency to that of a conventional automatic transmission with fixed gear ratios.
The CVT's variable gear ratios allow for both quick, initial acceleration and efficient, low-rpm
cruising. In the drive-by-wire system, the engine's throttle body is controlled by the powertrain
computer in response to the accelerator pedal positionâ€”allowing the computer to determine
the optimal throttle body, fuel, and CVT settings based on the accelerator pedal position and its
rate of travel. Car and Driver magazine performed a comparison between the Honda Insight and
the Toyota Prius. Overall, Car and Driver selected the Insight as their preferred vehicle due to its
"fun-to-drive" qualities including superior handling, steering, braking, and paddle-shifted
transmission. The Insight's IMA is powered by a flat, nickel-metal hydride battery pack located
below the cargo floor between the rear wheels. The 84 module battery is manufactured by
Sanyo Electric [57] and provides a nominal system voltage of The battery is recharged
automatically by scavenging engine power, when needed, and by regenerative braking when the
car is decelerating. The power management electronics, battery modules, and cooling system
are all self-contained within the IMA battery pack. The system monitors and displays the
positive or negative effect of a driving style on the vehicle's fuel economy. As a visual aid, the
background of the Insight's digital speedometer glows green when the car is being driven in an
efficient manner. Somewhat less-efficient driving makes the meter glow blue-green. Aggressive
starts and stops that consume extra fuel make the meter glow blue. By observing the color shift
of the speedometer background, the driver receives assistance in developing driving habits that
typically enhance fuel economy. In ECON mode, the driver trades off a measure of performance
for enhanced fuel economy but gains the following advantages:. The Multi-information display,
located in the center of the tachometer, can be toggled through nine different screens of vehicle
information including instantaneous fuel economy, hybrid system schematic, trip computer,
and ECO Guide. The ECO Guide display includes a real-time graphic that provides a target zone
for acceleration and deceleration in order to achieve maximum fuel economy. When the ignition
switch is turned off, a summary screen displays a scoring function that encourages drivers to
take an interest in developing fuel-efficient driving habits over the long term. The Insight's
compact chassis is derived from components used in the Honda Fit. The most significant
difference between the Fit and the Insight platform is the position of the fuel tank. While the Fit
locates the fuel tank under the front seats, the Insight positions the fuel tank under the rear
seats. This allows the Insight's hybrid battery pack to be located in the cargo floor below the
spare tire, to accommodate folding rear seats, lower roofline, and a more aerodynamic body
shape. Front and rear suspension components from the Fit are used including MacPherson
struts at the front and an H-shaped torsion beam at the rear to keep the load floor low. Front and
rear stabilizer bars are also installed. The rack-and-pinion steering uses electric assist and
allows the Insight to steer normally even when the engine is shut off in Idle Stop mode. The
braking system includes four-channel ABS, electronic brake distribution, and a creep aid
system to prevent the car from rolling on a hill. A brake booster pressure monitoring system
monitors vacuum when the engine is shut off during Idle Stop mode. Traction control and
vehicle stability assist are also included. The front brakes are single-piston sliding caliper with a
one-piece ventilated rotor. Drum brakes are used in the rear. The air conditioning system on the
new Insight has an expanded thermodynamic range compared to conventional systems. Unlike
the separate low pressure and high pressure refrigerant pipes used in conventional systems,
the Insight has its low pressure cold pipe enclosing the high pressure hot refrigerant pipe that
allows the cold refrigerant on its way back to the engine bay to cool the warm refrigerant
traveling to the cabin. A unique, spiral groove along the outside of the inner pipe increases the
surface area and therefore the efficiency of the heat transfer between the outer and inner tubes.
This improves the thermal efficiency of the air-conditioning system and, as a result, less effort
is required from the compressor, resulting in improved fuel efficiency. In order to control costs,
Honda decided not to include the electric-assist air conditioning compressor used in the Civic
Hybrid. The Civic Hybrid's electric-assist allows the air conditioning compressor to continue
running using battery pack power to maintain cabin temperature when the engine is shut off in
Idle Stop mode. Instead, the Insight limits the duration of the Idle Stop mode during air
conditioning use and restarts the engine, when needed, to maintain cabin temperature.
However, when the Insight's ECON function is engaged, a longer Idle Stop time is invoked for
improved fuel efficiency at the expense of rapid cabin cooling. In other words, the air

conditioning stops whenever the car stops, as in stop-and-go traffic. During Idle Stop the
blower continues to run albeit at a low speed. A facelifted Insight for Europe is shown at the
Frankfurt auto show. Honda facelifted the Insight for model year. There are several significant
changes to improve the car, including exterior, interior, driving and fuel economy. In the
exterior, Honda updates the front with larger air intakes on the lower front fascia, installs new
head- and taillights, and has new wheel designs. The aerodynamic efficiency is improved by two
percent. In the interior, the rear-seat and headliner are redesigned to add more rear legroom and
headroom, improving comfort, additional sound insulation is added and the cupholders are
larger. A rear camera and a gigabyte flash card system now comes with the Navi system.
Furthermore, the gauge cluster is refreshed. Changes in design led to excessive oil
consumption that could require replacement of parts of the engine. In , Honda addressed the
concern in [63] and, in , extended the warranty to cover these flaws for eight years. Despite
technological advances, the fuel efficiency of the second-generation Insight was lower than that
of the first because of significant increases in size, weight and power. Honda sold , Insights
worldwide in In an interview in early February , a Honda executive disclosed that Honda
produced around , hybrids a year in Japan. The Insight was removed from Honda Canada's
website in November The new Insight began sales in Japan on February 6, The reception in
Japan exceeded Honda's original forecast of 5, monthly sales. This resulted as less availability
to overseas markets and Honda has to start production on a second line at its Suzuka factory in
mid-June to increase production from units a day. The car went on sale on March 24, , in the U.
Within less than ten months from its introduction, Insight total sales for in the U. In December ,
Honda introduced a less expensive Insight hybrid for the model year to help boost sales. For
the LX model, center armrest, cruise control, USB connectivity for the audio system and floor
mats are newly added. Electronic stability control and brake assist became standard across all
trim levels. All models come with automatic climate control. Honda explained the move "to
make the vehicle more affordable for those younger customers who couldn't previously get into
a hybrid. In , 20, Insights were sold in the country. For model year, upgraded upholstery, map
light, and steering-wheel-mounted controls are added to LX trim; Bluetooth, automatic
headlights, a synthetic leather and premium fabric upholstery, plus a leather-wrapped steering
wheel and shift knob are added to EX trim. Rearview camera and a gigabyte flash card system
are added to the navigation system. In October , Consumer Reports named the Honda Insight
the most reliable vehicle as it scored the highest of any vehicles in predicted reliability,
according to its annual vehicles reliability survey. The Insight is no longer exempted from the
London congestion charge. The Insight was launched as the lowest-priced hybrid car in
Australia starting from December Its fuel economy is rated 4. As of March , Honda has sold 2,
units since the introduction of the Insight in April of which were sold in the first three months of
As of January , the Honda Insight is exempt of road tax. The sales of the Honda Insight, along
with those of the Honda Civic Hybrid , helped Honda achieve their best sales result in the
Netherlands since The 'Refreshed' model new front etc. The Insight was launched in Korea in
October as the lowest priced hybrid car offered by import automakers. It was priced slightly
more than the top model Honda City. It is reported that a few hundred sales orders were
received even before its launch. In , Insight was the best selling hybrid in the country with a
total of 4, sold. Early reviews praised the Insight's futuristic styling, handling, and price but
noted that it was less powerful, less fuel efficient, and less comfortable than other more
expensive hybrids. It did not perform as well in Edmunds or Popular Mechanics tests. Autoblog
praised it for its fuel economy, tight handling, and good steering feedback, and stated "the
Insight is a shockingly fun car to drive in a spirited manner in spite of the comparatively modest
thrust available. Automotive critic Jeremy Clarkson , known for his disdain for hybrid vehicles,
criticized the Insight for its continuously variable transmission, engine noise, and build quality.
He recognized that the price was low, but concluded that a Volkswagen Golf was a better deal.
In addition, they state it "is by far the most enjoyable hybrid hatchback to drive" and praised the
ride for being firm, the steering for being relatively responsive, and the seamless integration
between the electric and internal combustion engine. The game has moved on. In November ,
Honda informed dealers in Japan that Insight production would stop. It is based on the
tenth-generation Honda Civic sedan, and shares similar exterior and interior dimensions
although the Insight is about one inch longer than its non-hybrid counterpart. Unlike the
previous Insight, it is a traditional sedan, not a five-door liftback. The new Insight uses Honda's
third generation two-motor hybrid powertrain, featuring a 1. The Insight shares the same trunk
space as the tenth-generation Honda Civic Sedan, as the batteries for the Insight do not impede
on trunk space. The fully digital LCD instrument cluster was taken from the larger Honda
Accord , and many interior styling features were taken from the tenth-generation Honda Civic
Sedan, which is assembled at the same Greensburg, Indiana plant as the all-new Insight. From
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to Southern California available for leasing purposes only. The Accord nameplate has been
applied to a variety of vehicles worldwide, including coupes , station wagons , hatchbacks and a
Honda Crosstour crossover. Since initiation, Honda has offered several different car body styles
and versions of the Accord, and often vehicles marketed under the Accord nameplate
concurrently in different regions differ quite substantially. It debuted in , as a compact
hatchback, though this style only lasted through , as the lineup was expanded to include a
sedan, coupe, and wagon. By the sixth-generation Accord at the end of the s, it evolved into an
intermediate vehicle, with one basic platform but with different bodies and proportions to
increase its competitiveness against its rivals in different international markets. For the
eighth-generation Accord released for the North American market in , Honda had again chosen
to move the model further upscale and increase its size. Environmental Protection Agency EPA
defines as a mid-size car to just above the lower limit of a full-size car , [2] with the coupe still
rated as a mid-size car. In , the ninth-generation Accord sedan, with smaller exterior
dimensions, was once again classified as a mid-size car at cubic feet 3. However, the
tenth-generation Accord sedan, with similar exterior dimensions, returned to full-size car status
with its combined interior space of cubic feet 3. In , the Accord became the first car from a
Japanese manufacturer to be produced in the United States when production commenced in
Marysville, Ohio at Honda's Marysville Auto Plant. The Accord has achieved considerable
success, especially in the United States, where it was the best-selling Japanese car for sixteen
years â€”97 , topping its class in sales in and , with around ten million vehicles sold. In , the
Accord was the first vehicle sold under an import brand to become the best-selling automobile
in the United States. Honda, after establishing itself as a leading manufacturer of motorcycles

during the s, began production of automobiles in The car had a transverse-mounted front
engine, front-wheel drive FF layout, which would be adopted for the later N , H and Civic
models. The Civic gave Honda their first market success competing with manufacturers of
standard compact cars, which were the growth segment as sales of minicars plateaued and
waned in the early s, and their first major impact in the export market. It had the advantages of
not requiring a catalytic converter or unleaded fuel to meet the emissions requirements of the s
and early s. After the well-received launch of the Civic, Honda started on the development of a
larger companion model. Honda's original concept for a larger, quieter, more powerful and
comfortable car was a four-door sedan powered by a cc inline-six engine, designated Project
For reasons including managing development costs, leveraging the technology of their Civic,
and ability to adapt production facilities to the new model, Honda changed their focus to
building upon the Civic's successful formula in a larger package, designated Project However,
one account of the timeline reports that mechanical engineering under Project got underway in
Extensive pre-production testing was performed under a wide variety of conditions, to assure
the Accord's suitability for the varied uses an export model would be subjected to. For the new
model, Honda chose the name "Accord", reflecting "Honda's desire for accord and harmony
between people, society and the automobile. The Accord's final form, with an extended nose
and extended coupe cabin with a sloping hatchback rear, was a logical derivation of the stubby
hatchback design of the Civic and it provided ample leeway for use of Civic-derived
components. It showed similarity to the Volkswagen Scirocco , which had been introduced in
January , leading to speculation that the form of the Accord was copied from the Scirocco.
However, the Accord's form had been finalized months prior to the Scirocco's introduction. To
comply with gradually tightening emission regulations enacted in Japan , the engine was fitted
with Honda's CVCC technology. The Accord sold well due to its moderate size and great fuel
economy. In an LX version of the hatchback was added which came with air conditioning, a
digital clock, and power steering. Until the Accord, and the closely related Prelude , power
steering had not been available to cars under two liters. On 14 October a year later in the U.
Technically, the sedan was not changed from the hatchback, and the wheelbase remained the
same as well. This did result in a rather long rear overhang to fit a full-sized trunk. In the U. In
the optional two-speed semi-automatic transmission of previous years became a three-speed
fully automatic gearbox a four-speed automatic transaxle was not used in the Accord until the
model year. The North American versions had slightly redesigned bumper trim. Other changes
included new grilles and taillamps and remote mirrors added on the four-door chrome and the
LX black plastic models. At the same time, California-specification engines received a four-port
exhaust valve head and a catalytic converter. This version of the EK1 engine was equivalent to
the 49 state High-Altitude engine, with the addition of an air jet controller device that helped
maintain the proper mixture at higher altitudes above feet. In North America, the model year
only brought detail changes such as new fabrics and some new color combinations. Y was
replaced by Oslo Ivory No. Dark brown was discontinued, as was the bronze metallic. A bit later
in , and SE 4-door model was added for the first time, with Novillo leather seats and power
windows. Base model hatchbacks, along with the four-door, LX, and SE four-door, all received
the same smaller black plastic remote mirror. The instrument cluster was revised with mostly
pictograms which replaced worded warning lights and gauge markings. The shifter was
redesigned to have a stronger spring to prevent unintentional engagement of reverse, replacing
the spring-loaded shift knob of the to model year cars. The shift lever was also shortened by a
couple of inches, with a larger thread diameter, allowing usage of later Honda shift knobs,
including the rectangular knob used on all and newer Accords. Since its first year in the
American market, it also became the best-selling Japanese nameplate in the United States,
retaining that position for about 15 years. This allowed Honda to sell the product at different
sales channels called Honda Clio , which sold the Accord, and Honda Verno , that sold the
Vigor. Vehicles with a manual transmission and the CVCC carburetor earned European market
cars received the tested 1. This automobile included popular features of the time such as shag
carpet , velour cabin trim, and chrome accents. An optional extra on the Accord was an Electro
Gyrocator , the world's first automatic in-car navigation system. The LX hatchback offered a
digital clock and slightly higher fuel economy due to its lighter weight. In Europe, the Accord
was available as a fairly well equipped for the time standard version, as well as a very luxurious
EX model at a modest upcharge. In the United States, Federal lighting regulations required
headlamps of sealed beam construction and standard size and shape on all vehicles, so
Accords in North America were equipped with four rectangular headlamp units rather than the
aerodynamic composite replaceable-bulb units used on Accords sold outside North America
note European specification imagery. Other Automotive lighting variations included amber front
and red rear side marker lights and reflectors in North America, and headlamp washers and a

red rear fog lamp for European markets. Japanese-market Accords were unique from all other
markets in that they offered adjustable ride height control and side-view mirrors installed on the
mid-forward fenders. In November , Honda made a fully four-speed automatic available with the
1. This quickly filtered through to export markets, where the outdated Hondamatic was soon
superseded entirely. The manual five-speed transmission remained unchanged. The Special
Edition SE featured Novillo leather seating, power windows, a power sunroof, and door locks.
Gray was added as a color option. A slightly modified EK-2 engine was introduced, replacing
the earlier EK-1, albeit still carbureted. By , Accords sold in the eastern United States were
produced at the new Marysville plant, with quality considered equal to those produced in Japan.
In June , for the model year, the Accord body was restyled with a slightly downward beveled
nose and a new series of valve CVCC powerplants. Honda integrated rear side marker lights and
reflectors into the side of the tail light units. European Accords now included a side turn signal
repeater just behind each front wheel well. The U. The LX offered velour upholstery,
auto-reverse cassette stereo, air conditioning, cruise control, power brakes, power steering,
power windows and power door locks sedan only , a digital clock, roof pillar antenna, along with
thick black belt moldings, integrated bumpers and flush plastic mock-alloy style wheels covers
that resembled the trend-setting Audi Supplies were tight, as in the Eastern states, the wait was
months for a Graphite Gray sedan, a then-popular color. The LX hatchback was the only version
of the Accord to include dual side-view mirrors. The Accord SE Sedan carried over features of
the SE Sedan, including leather interior, power windows, power antenna, and aluminum alloy
wheels. Only one color was offered in the SE trim: Dove Gray. The sedan was available in four
exterior colors, Greek White and three metallic options: Columbus Gray, Regency Red
burgundy , and Stratos Blue steel. It was one of the first Japanese engineered vehicles to offer
computer controlled, fuel-injection with one injector per cylinder, also known as multiple port
fuel injection. This arrived on 24 May on the ES series 1. In , the Special Edition returned as the
SE-i, capitalizing on the final year of the second generation's production. The moniker, SE-i,
was adapted from the SE trim, but included the "-i" to signify the higher trim level's fuel-injected
engine. Like the previous SE trim in , the SE-i featured Novillo leather seating, power moonroof,
bronze-tinted glass, a premium sound system with cassette, and inch alloy wheels. Available
options differed from market to market. The 1. Japan generally received more options earlier
than the rest of the world. In , the Accord offered an adjustable ride height air suspension in the
Japanese market. From in Japan and in Europe, the second-generation Accord was available
with anti-lock brakes called ALB as an option. This braking system was the first time that an
Accord used four-wheel disc brakes. Fuel injection became available in in the Japanese market
with the earlier introduction of the ES3 engine in the SE-i. Models took a year to arrive in North
American and European markets with less stringent emissions laws continuing, using
carburetors throughout second-generation production. It had a very striking exterior design
styled by Toshi Oshika in , that resonated well with buyers internationally. One notable feature
was the hidden headlamps. Because this generation was also sold as the Honda Vigor, the
Accord received the hidden headlamps. Honda's Japanese dealership channel called Honda
Verno all had styling elements that helped identify products only available at Honda Verno. As a
result, Japanese market Accords had a Honda Verno styling feature but were sold at newly
established Japanese dealerships Honda Clio with the all-new, luxury Honda Legend sedan, and
international Accords were now visually aligned with the Prelude, the CR-X, and the new
Integra. Accords in all other bodies hatchback, AeroDeck, coupe had only retractable
headlamps worldwide. At its introduction in , it won the Car of the Year Japan Award. The
third-generation Accord became the first Honda to employ double wishbones at both the front
and rear ends. While more expensive than competitors' MacPherson strut systems, this setup
provided better stability and sharper handling for the vehicle. All had front sway bars and upper
models had rear sway bars as well. Brakes were either small all-wheel discs with twin-piston
calipers only available on the Japanese-market 2. ABS was available as an option on the
4-wheel disc brake models, though not in North America. Base model Accords rode on inch
steel wheels with hubcaps with more expensive models having the option of inch alloy wheels.
The engine block in Thailand was marked as A. The Accord's trim levels ranged from spartan to
luxurious. In the Japanese home market, the Accord was available with a full power package,
heated mirrors optional , a digital instrument cluster optional , sunroof optional , cruise control,
and climate control which was also optional. Some North European export models also had
heated front seats and headlight washers. North American and Australian Accords were not
available with most of these options, presumably and in the U. Throughout the different
markets, in addition to the sedan model, the Accord was available with different body styles
which included a three-door hatchback, a three-door shooting-brake called Accord AeroDeck ,
and a two-door coupe which was added in for the model year. The coupe, which was built

exclusively in Honda's Marysville, Ohio factory, was "reverse exported" back to Japan where it
was known as the US-coupe CA6. In , the last year of production for the third generation, the
SE-i trim returned again to the American market in sedan and coupe models. Standard features
in the SE-i included leather-trimmed seats and door panel inserts, alloy wheels, power assisted
4-wheel disc brakes, tinted glass, air conditioning, power steering, power windows, power
moonroof sedan only , dual outlet exhaust, dual body colored power mirrors, and a Bose audio
system with steering wheel mounted controls. Additional standard features included cruise
control, fold-down rear seat backs, adjustable steering column, quartz digital clock, remote
trunk release, rear window defroster and intermittent wipers. Two color combinations were
available for the sedan: Charcoal Granite Metallic with gray leather interior trim or Tuscany
Taupe Metallic with beige leather interior trim. For the coupe, two different color combinations
were available: Asturias Gray Metallic with gray leather interior trim and Brittany Blue-Green
Metallic with beige leather interior trim. The third-generation Accord was sold in Japan, Europe,
and New Zealand as a three-door hatchback with a flat roof over the rear seats, known in Europe
as a shooting-brake. The body style of a flat roof hatchback was also used on the
third-generation Honda Civic third generation subcompact, the second-generation Honda City
supermini and the first-generation Honda Today kei car. The Honda CR-X was the only
three-door hatchback that adopted a fastback, sloping rear hatch " kammback " appearance,
demonstrating a performance car appearance identified with Honda Verno products during the
mids. In North America, the Accord coupe and hatchback models were offered instead. In parts
of Continental Europe, the Accord five-door station wagon was also called the Accord AeroDeck
from until , when the name of the station wagon was renamed the "Accord Tourer". The cargo
handling abilities of the AeroDeck were ceded to the fourth-generation Accord station wagon in
The AeroDeck returned an aerodynamic value of. Unfortunately, the appearance was not well
received in Japan, as the introduction of the Accord Coupe was more well-liked. The
appearance was more popular in the United Kingdom. The AeroDeck was equipped with a
four-wheel double wishbone suspension, which gave both a comfortable ride and cornering
performance. Note that the top model in Japan "2. Visibility from the driver's seat and the
passenger seat was better due to the lower instrument panel design of the front window and a
large windshield. And switches are arranged efficiently and at the time was the driving position
can be fine-tuned adjustments. Because of the shape of the vehicle and the flat roof that
continued to the rear of the vehicle, opening the rear hatch had some drawbacks in low
clearance environments. The lower part of the hatch was not like one used on a station wagon
that went all the way down to the rear bumper, so loading cargo into the back wasn't as
convenient as a conventional station wagon with a one-piece hatchback. The rear hatch also
wrapped into the rear roof, similar to a gull wing door so that the rear glass was in two pieces,
one for the back window, and another part on the rear roof. When open, the hatch rose above
the roof at a right angle, providing additional overhead clearance when the hatch was open.
Moreover, because of the emphasis on aiding rear-seat passenger entry, a longer front door
was installed, and because power windows were not installed on the lower trim packages "LX",
"LX-S" and as such, the window regulator opening felt heavy. The fourth-generation Accord,
introduced on the "CB" chassis, was unveiled in for the model year. Although much larger than
its predecessor the sedan's styling was evolutionary, featuring the same low slung design and
wraparound rear window as the third-generation Accord. For the first time, a 3-door hatchback
was no longer available internationally. This was one of the first U. The growing popularity of
the Accord internationally was evident in the ever-increasing dimensions, which now matched
almost exactly with the first-generation Legend introduced in For this fourth-generation Accord,
Honda made significant engineering design improvements. All Accords sold in North America
came with a completely new all-aluminum 2. Also noteworthy, all Accords equipped with
automatic transmissions used an electronically controlled rear engine mount to reduce
low-frequency noise and vibration. The mount contained two fluid-filled chambers separated by
a computer-controlled valve. At low engine speeds, fluid is routed through the valve damping
vibration. Above rpm, fluid is routed around the valve making the engine mount stiffer. The
Canadian Accord trim levels varied slightly from the U. Fourth-generation Japanese-assembled
EXi Accords sold in Australia offered the same 4-wheel steering technology as was available
optionally on the U. Honda Prelude, but was not included on the New Zealand-assembled
versions. Cruise control was dropped from the DX sedan, with air conditioning remaining a
dealer-installed option. The LX kept the same features as the previous generation including air
conditioning, power windows, door locks, and mirrors. The 90â€”91 EX added 5 horsepower
due to a different exhaust manifold design, slightly larger exhaust piping, and a twin outlet
muffler. Some models though rare were special ordered with an anti-lock braking system at that
time abbreviated as ALB, now all automakers refer to it as ABS. A redesigned manual

transmission with a hydraulic clutch was standard equipment in all trims while an all-new
electronically controlled 4-speed automatic transmission was optional for all models. Some new
dealer-installed accessories were now offered including a single-disc in-dash CD player or
trunk-mounted 6-disc CD changer, stereo equalizer, fog lights, security system, rear wing
spoiler, trunk lip spoiler, luggage rack, full and half nose mask, center armrest, window visors,
sunroof visor, car cover, and a cockpit cover. Because of tightening auto safety regulations
from the NHTSA, all and model year Accords sold in the United States came equipped with
motorized shoulder belts for front passengers to comply with passive restraint mandates. These
semi-automatic restraints were a two-component system; a motorized shoulder belt along with
a non-integrated and manually operated seatbelt. The shoulder belts automatically raced around
each window frame encircling both the driver and front-seat passenger whenever the front door
closed. The process reversed to release them when opened. The lap belts, however, still
required manual fastening. In early for the model year, Honda unveiled the Accord wagon,
manufactured at the Marysville, Ohio plant. The Ohio plant exported right-hand drive wagons
and coupes to Europe and Japan, and in Europe, the station wagon station wagon was called
the "Aerodeck" in reference to the â€” 2-door vehicle. All station wagons sold outside the
United States were affixed with a small badge on the "C" pillar denoting the vehicle was built at
the Ohio facility. European and Japanese vehicles had options not available within the U. They
had larger front brakes to compensate for the added weight and unlike other U. Accords,
including a driver's side airbag as standard equipment. Other than a retractable tonneau cover
in the rear cargo area and keyless entry on EX models, the wagons were equipped the same as
their coupe and sedan counterparts. Honda reintroduced the SE previously SE-i sedan for For
the first time, a manual transmission was not offered in the SE. Unlike previous editions, the SE
was not equipped with uniquely styled alloy wheels but instead carried the EX model wheels.
Accords received a minor facelift in for the model year. The system used the same EX-SE twin
outlet muffler, a revised air intake tract, a revised camshaft, and a revised intake manifold using
IAB butterfly valves which open at rpm to increase air intake breathing at high rpm. Anti-lock
4-wheel disc brakes became standard on the EX. The front and rear facias received a more
rounded and updated look. Coupe and sedan models received a new grille, new headlamps,
amber parking lights, slightly thinner body side molding , updated wheel designs and for the
first time, the EX coupe used wheels different from the EX sedan. The sedans received restyled
shortened taillamps with an inverted amber turn signal and backup light positions. The wagon
taillamps though still resembled those from the â€” Accord. The US-market coupe used the new
revised inverted positioning of the signal and backup lights, but the shape of the taillamps still
resembled those of the 90â€”91 models. EX trim levels included a radio anti-theft function to
deter stereo theft. A front driver's seat armrest was now standard on LX and EX models. Some
dealer-installed accessories were dropped including the luggage rack, trunk-lip spoiler, and
cockpit cover. A gold finish kit was added. In , Honda introduced the 10th Anniversary Edition
sedan to commemorate the 10th year of U. Accord production. The upgrades included ABS,
4-wheel disc brakes, 15" EX coupe six-spoke alloy wheels, body-colored side moldings, chin
spoiler, and standard automatic transmission. The 10th Anniversary models also included the
same premium seat fabric found in EX models. The SE returned in late as both a sedan and for
the first time since the SE-i, as a coupe. The SE sedan featured standard dual front airbags; the
first Accord to do so. An 8-button, 4-speaker Honda-Bose audio system, automatic
transmission, leather trim, body-colored bumper, and body side moldings were standard. The
SE coupe included a factory rear wing spoiler which differed slightly in design from the already
available dealer-installed accessory rear wing spoiler. In Canada, the SE came with heated front
seats and heated side-view mirrors. Both the sedan and coupe received distinctive inch alloy
wheels as well. Sadly, would be the swan song for the SE as exclusive, high content, limited
edition Accord model. Later generations would use a "Special Edition" designation rather than
the previously used "SE" designation. At the end of the model life of the CB Accord, a "pillared
hardtop " model called the Honda Ascot Innova was launched in Japan, based on the CB
Accord chassis, but with a different, much more modern-styled body, taking cues from the
Honda Prelude. The fourth-generation Accord spawned a sister model in , called the Honda
Ascot which, while mechanically identical to the Accord, featured unique sedan bodywork,
although it bore a resemblance to the Accord. Unlike previous generations of the Honda Vigor,
which were simply upmarket versions of the Accord, the third generation 'CB5' model was spun
off as a model in its own right and was based on a different platform which featured a
longitudinal engine layout compared to the transverse set-up of the Accord. A sister model to
the Vigor, the Honda Inspire, was also unveiled in and, bar a different front grille, front and rear
lights, and bumpers, sported identical bodywork. For the first time in the model's history, Honda
developed two distinct versions of the Accord when the fifth-generation model was launched in

the Fall of ; one version for the European market and one for the North American and Japanese
market. Honda and the Rover Group created the European Accord and the Rover , a reflection of
the past success they had with the Honda Legend and the Rover This generation Accord was
also sold in Japan as the Isuzu Aska , while some Isuzu products were sold as Honda products
there also. At its introduction in , it won the Car of the Year Japan Award for the second time.
The fifth-generation North American Accord was launched on 9 September , for the model year
and was based on the new 'CD' chassis. Larger than its predecessor, primarily to better suit the
requirements of the North American market, the new model grew in width but shrunk in length,
leaving it classified as a mid-size car in North America. It thus became too wide to fit within the
favorable tax bracket in Japan, where its role was to be partially taken over by the slightly
narrower second-generation Honda Ascot sold at Honda Primo Japanese dealerships and
Honda Rafaga sold at Honda Verno. The engines offered with the Accord also exceeded the
maximum limit of cc to remain in the favorable "compact" tax bracket. The installation of a 2.
Development began in September , along with the design process in June The final design was
selected by an early date of 18 December and frozen by mid Design inconsistencies in early ,
caused several alterations to be made until April , when a secondary design freeze took place,
ahead of scheduled production. Production later began at Marysville assembly on 24 August
Honda of Japan marketed four different size engines in the Japanese-spec Accord sedan: 1. All
Accord versions were sold at Honda Clio locations in Japan. The fifth-generation Accord
became the first Accord to be built and sold in the Philippines. The 5-speed manual
transmission remained mostly unchanged, while the 4-speed automatic noted for its hard shifts,
now included Honda's "Grade-Logic" shift program, which would prevent "gear-hunting" by
holding the current gear while driving on a sloped incline. All Accord models received a more
ergonomic interior with standard safety features such as dual airbags and reinforced
side-impact beams. DX and LX models came equipped similarly to the previous generation and
were fitted with a revised version of the previous generation's 2. The Accord coupe as in the
previous generation looked almost exactly like the sedan and was the last generation of the
Accord to offer a wagon variant in North America until the introduction of the Accord Crosstour
in In , the Accord debuted a V6 engine , the 2. The addition of the taller C27 engine required
substantial alterations to the CD platform, with V6 models sporting a redesigned engine layout,
taller front fenders, and a different hood than I4 models; however, these differences are difficult
to spot without both models parked side by side. Both versions of the V6 received a dual-outlet
exhaust, a 4-speed automatic transmission, inch machined aluminum-alloy wheels on the
EX-V6, and inch steel wheels with full covers on the LX-V6, and a slightly updated front grille
which would be later used in all 96â€”97 Accords. The Accord saw very few other changes for
with the exception of a few different exterior and interior color combinations. In , the Accord
underwent the usual mid-generation facelift for More rounded bumpers, a slightly modified front
fascia which was originally exclusive in the V6 models in with new signal lights and rear
taillamps gave the Accord a softer look. All Hondas now complied with the federal government's
requirement of OBD II engine diagnostics though all three engine choices remained the same. In
order to increase the Accord's competitiveness against its rivals in different international
markets, Honda CEO Nobuhiko Kawamoto decided on one basic platform for the
sixth-generation Accord, but with different bodies and proportions for local markets. The
Special Edition trim package was introduced. The Special Edition received a factory installed
security system with keyless entry, single-disc CD player, body-colored side molding,
distinctive alloy wheels, and a sunroof. It was offered in automatic transmission only and was
fitted with the same engine as the LX. Acclaimed for its handling, the Accord has been known [
by whom? In New Zealand, the fifth-generation Accord was assembled at Honda's
manufacturing site in Nelson and was released in March A facelift was released in December ,
which coincided with the release of VTEC engines in the upper-spec models. This generation of
the Accord is one of the most frequently stolen cars in the U. Honda of Japan produced three
high-performance models of the Accord for the Japanese domestic market referred to as the
SiR , which was available for sale at Honda Clio dealerships in Japan. The sports car approach
to the Accord SiR was aimed at aligning the Accord with the Honda Verno sports sedan that
replaced the Vigor, called the Honda Saber a platform-mate shared with the Honda Inspire. The
compact sedan role the Accord previously filled was now relegated to the Honda Rafaga and
Ascot. The Japan-built SiR sedan 94â€”97 was available with a 5-speed manual transmission as
standard equipment or an optional "Grade-Logic" four-speed automatic transmission. It came
with cloth sport seats styled similar to the Prelude or optional leather seats, both exclusive to
the SiR. The Accord SiR suspension was improved with a stiffer front sway bar Features for the
94â€”95 Accord SiR models sedans and coupes included the following items: cruise control,
automatic climate control Similar to the first-generation Acura CL , Bose stereo system, 7,

redline tachometer, optional electronic traction control, and optional limited-slip differential for
automatic transmission, optional SRS and airbags, factory-installed driving lights, optional
factory-installed "pop up" navigation radio head unit, sound insulation liner under front hood,
black-housing headlamps, no side molding was available on the Accord SiR sedan, optional
rear sunscreen, optional sunroof, and power-retractable outside mirrors. Features for the
96â€”97 Accord SiR models sedans, coupes, and wagons included the same as above while
adding; optional cruise control, rear window wiper on the sedan, optional leather interior, and a
colored side molding for the sedan as well. The fifth-generation Accord for the European market
was unveiled in and was completely different than the global model 'CD'. It was the result of a
joint effort with the Rover Group that provided Rover with the series. The exterior was designed
by Shigeo Ueno, was finalized in In , the European Accord received a minor facelift and was
given a new front end new headlamps, bumper, hood, and grill and slightly different taillamps
see images. The styling of the facelifted Accord remained identical to the styling of the Ascot
Innova although the frameless doors were replaced with conventional items and featured the
design language first introduced on the fifth-generation Honda Civic. The styling of the
European Accord differed dramatically from the North American which featured a more
conventional sedan styling compared to the European model's low slung, fastback inspired
look which also incorporated rear quarter windows. The facelifted Accord was also equipped
with two airbags as standard. However, the European Accord did not spawn a station wagon
nor a coupe version. Instead, Honda opted to import the coupe and station wagon Aerodeck
versions of the global Accord. The diesel model of the Accord was fitted with the direct injection
Rover L-Series diesel engine, as also fitted in the Rover Called the , the car shared its platform
with the European Accord and, with the exception of the front doors, lower rear doors, and
windscreen, sported unique styling which dispensed with the rear quarter windows. The interior
design of the was very similar to the Accord's however, while the dashboard design was
identical. For the sixth generation, Honda split the Accord into three separate models, designed
for the Japanese, North American, and European markets. This generation also spawned two
distinctively branded performance versions for European and Japanese domestic markets,
dubbed Type R, and Euro R, respectively. The seventh generation of the Accord was launched
in model year in North America , [46] and consists of two separate models; one for the Japanese
and European markets, and the other for North America, with the Japanese and European model
being sold in North America as the Acura TSX. However, both were in fact sold in many other
markets, fueled by the popular Cog advertisement for the Accord. The European and Japanese
Accords were integrated on the previous Japanese Accord's chassis, but with a new body. At
its introduction in , it won the Car of the Year Japan Award for a record third time. In Europe, the
car featured a 2. Some features that distinguish it are the Recaro seats, the body kit, a MOMO
steering wheel, lightweight inch alloys, and a special aluminum gear knob found only in
Honda's Type R variants. The North American Accord grew in size yet again, becoming a vastly
different car than its Japanese and European counterparts. This generation was available in
both coupe and sedan forms, while a hybrid model was introduced in early This Accord was the
first to use wheels with five lug nuts instead of the traditional four on 4-cylinder models. The
4-cylinder engine also used a timing chain instead of a timing belt. This coupe came with inch
wheels that varied between the and models , strut tower bar, perforated leather seating, carbon
fiber dash pieces, and an upgraded watt stereo system. This model was also sold in Japan as
the Honda Inspire from to The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety found â€”04 Accords had
the lowest fatality rates in the non-luxury mid-size sedan class. The updated Accord for the
Japanese and European markets went on sale in mid It is available as both a sedan and a
station wagon. In the People's Republic of China, a version of the sedan is sold as the Honda
Spirior which later on developed an independent second generation. Production began in
August in China, by Dongfeng Honda. Production ended at the end of February for Australia and
New Zealand spec models. In Europe, the car maintained the 2. The North American version of
the Accord has a different body from its Japanese counterpart. This shape is sold as the Honda
Inspire in Japan and is not sold in Europe. It was discontinued in Japan in September In
Malaysia, the Accord is locally assembled. In China, Guangqi Honda also makes this vehicle
with 2. Guangqi began making the Accord Crosstour in In Malaysia, the eighth generation is
also rebadged as the Proton Perdana from December and is used by government officials. For
the ninth-generation Accord, Honda appointed Shoji Matsui, who served as an engineer on the
Accord platform from to , as the lead project manager. In August , the company released initial
details pertaining to the Accord sedan, and production versions of both the sedan and coupe
were fully unveiled in early September Corresponding release dates in Canada for the sedan
and coupe models are 24 September , and 1 November , respectively. In February , the Accord
was scheduled to enter the Russian market. The tenth-generation Accord was unveiled on 14

July New features available include front and rear parking sensors , magnetorheological
dampers , acoustic PVB laminated front door glass, 6" automotive head-up display HUD , and
4-way height-adjustable power lumbar driver's seat. The vehicle is equipped with standard
Honda Sensing adding traffic sign recognition on all models in the U. A base 1. This engine is
based on the engine in the Civic Type R , but with a smaller turbocharger, different pistons and
camshafts, and the addition of a pair of balance shafts. The Accord hybrid went on sale in
March The lithium-ion battery is more compact and mounted under the rear seat. The generator
and propulsion motor permanent magnets no longer contain rare-earth heavy metals. To save
weight the front subframe , front control arms, hood, front and rear bumpers are constructed of
aluminum, which were previously reserved for past hybrid models. The tenth generation Accord
debuted for the Japanese domestic market at the 46th Tokyo Motor Show through October to
November and went on sale in Japan on 21 February and is imported from Thailand. For the
model year, the Accord receives a minor facelift, including a revised grille, new wheel designs,
and brighter LED headlights. A Sport SE trim replaces the non-hybrid EX, while the manual
transmission has been discontinued due to poor sales. Apple CarPlay and Android Auto
touchscreen integration are now standard on all models, with wireless functionality on EX-L and
higher trim levels. The Accord has been raced in multiple different motorsport series through
the years. In the British Touring Car Championship , it achieved 21 race victories, finished
runner-up in the manufacturers' championship in and , and also won the independents'
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LCCN : sh The Honda Motor Company, Ltd. Honda has been the world's largest motorcycle
manufacturer since , [2] [3] reaching a production of million by the end of , [4] as well as the
world's largest manufacturer of internal combustion engines measured by volume, producing
more than 14 million internal combustion engines each year. Honda was the first Japanese
automobile manufacturer to release a dedicated luxury brand, Acura , in Aside from their core
automobile and motorcycle businesses, Honda also manufactures garden equipment, marine
engines, personal watercraft and power generators, and other products. In , Honda invested
about 5. Throughout his life, Honda's founder, Soichiro Honda , had an interest in automobiles.
He worked as a mechanic at the Art Shokai garage, where he tuned cars and entered them in
races. The first complete motorcycle, with both the frame and engine made by Honda, was the
D-Type , the first Honda to go by the name Dream. The first production automobile from Honda
was the T mini pick-up truck, which went on sale in August Its chain-driven rear wheels pointed
to Honda's motorcycle origins. Over the next few decades, Honda worked to expand its product
line and expanded operations and exports to numerous countries around the world. In , Honda
introduced the successful Acura brand to the American market in an attempt to gain ground in
the luxury vehicle market. The year saw the introduction of the Honda NSX supercar, the first
all-aluminum monocoque vehicle that incorporated a mid-engine V6 with variable-valve timing.
Kawamoto was selected over Shoichiro Irimajiri , who oversaw the successful establishment of
Honda of America Manufacturing, Inc. Irimajiri and Kawamoto shared a friendly rivalry within
Honda; owing to health issues, Irimajiri would resign in Following the death of Soichiro Honda
and the departure of Irimajiri, Honda found itself quickly being outpaced in product
development by other Japanese automakers and was caught off-guard by the truck and sport
utility vehicle boom of the s, all which took a toll on the profitability of the company. Japanese
media reported in and that Honda was at serious risk of an unwanted and hostile takeover by
Mitsubishi Motors , which at the time was a larger automaker by volume and was flush with
profits from its successful Pajero and Diamante models. Kawamoto acted quickly to change
Honda's corporate culture, rushing through market-driven product development that resulted in
recreational vehicles such as the first-generation Odyssey and the CR-V , and a refocusing
away from some of the numerous sedans and coupes that were popular with the company's
engineers but not with the buying public. The most shocking change to Honda came when
Kawamoto ended the company's successful participation in Formula One after the season,
citing costs in light of the takeover threat from Mitsubishi as well as the desire to create a more
environmentally friendly company image. The Honda Aircraft Company as established in as a
wholly owned subsidiary to manufacture and sell the HondaJet family of aircraft. On 23
February , Honda announced that CEO and President Takanobu Ito would step down and be
replaced by Takahiro Hachigo by June; additional retirements by senior managers and directors
were expected. It resumed automobile, engine and transmission production at its US plants on
May 11, Honda is headquartered in Minato , Tokyo, Japan. The company has assembly plants
around the globe. This shields profits from the yen's advance to a year high against the dollar.
Honda Canada Inc. The company also runs a business innovation initiative called Honda
Xcelerator , in order to build relationships with innovators, partner with Silicon Valley startups
and entrepreneurs, and help other companies work on prototypes. Xcelerator had worked with
reportedly 40 companies as of January Xcelerator and a developer studio are part of the Honda

Innovations group, formed in Spring and based in Mountain View, California. Following the
Japanese earthquake and tsunami in March , Honda announced plans to halve production at its
UK plants. It's thought around 22, cars were produced during this period. Honda's automotive
manufacturing ambitions can be traced back to , with the Honda T , a kei car truck built for the
Japanese market. In , Honda built a two-door commercial delivery van, called the Honda L
Honda's first four-door sedan was not the Accord, but the air-cooled, four-cylinder,
gasoline-powered Honda in The Civic was a hatchback that gained wide popularity
internationally, but it wasn't the first two-door hatchback built. That was the Honda N , another
Kei car that was adapted for international sale as the N The Civic, which appeared in and
replaced the N also had a smaller sibling that replaced the air-cooled N, called the Honda Life
that was water-cooled. The Honda Life represented Honda's efforts in competing in the kei car
segment, offering sedan, delivery van and small pick-up platforms on a shared chassis. The Life
StepVan had a novel approach that, while not initially a commercial success, appears to be an
influence in vehicles with the front passengers sitting behind the engine, a large cargo area with
a flat roof and a liftgate installed in back, and utilizing a transversely installed engine with a
front-wheel-drive powertrain. As Honda entered into automobile manufacturing in the late s,
where Japanese manufacturers such as Toyota and Nissan had been making cars since before
WWII, it appears that Honda instilled a sense of doing things a little differently than its Japanese
competitors. Its mainstay products, like the Accord and Civic with the exception of its
USA-market â€”97 Passport which was part of a vehicle exchange program with Isuzu part of
the Subaru-Isuzu joint venture , have always employed front-wheel-drive powertrain
implementation, which is currently a long-held Honda tradition. Honda also installed new
technologies into their products, first as optional equipment, then later standard, like anti lock
brakes, speed sensitive power steering, and multi-port fuel injection in the early s. This desire to
be the first to try new approaches is evident with the creation of the first Japanese luxury chain
Acura , and was also evident with the all aluminum, mid-engined sports car, the Honda NSX ,
which also introduced variable valve timing technology, Honda calls VTEC. The Civic is a line of
compact cars developed and manufactured by Honda. In North America, the Civic is the
second-longest continuously running nameplate from a Japanese manufacturer; only its
perennial rival, the Toyota Corolla , introduced in , has been in production longer. Having gone
through several generational changes, the Civic has become larger and more upmarket , and it
currently slots between the Fit and Accord. In , Honda increased global production to meet the
demand for small cars and hybrids in the U. The company shuffled U. Its first entrance into the
pickup segment, the light-duty Ridgeline, won Truck of the Year from Motor Trend magazine in
Also in , the redesigned Civic won Car of the Year from the magazine, giving Honda a rare
double win of Motor Trend honors. Five of United States Environmental Protection Agency 's
top ten most fuel-efficient cars from to comes from Honda, more than any other automakers.
Honda is the largest motorcycle manufacturer in Japan and has been since it started production
in By this figure had reduced to around , but was still higher than its three domestic
competitors. In , India became the largest motorcycle market of Honda. During the s, when it
was a small manufacturer, Honda broke out of the Japanese motorcycle market and began
exporting to the U. Working with the advertising agency Grey Advertising , Honda created an
innovative marketing campaign, using the slogan " You meet the nicest people on a Honda. The
campaign was hugely successful; the ads ran for three years, and by the end of alone, Honda
had sold 90, motorcycles. Taking Honda's story as an archetype of the smaller manufacturer
entering a new market already occupied by highly dominant competitors, the story of their
market entry, and their subsequent huge success in the U. Competing explanations have been
advanced to explain Honda's strategy and the reasons for their success. The first of these
explanations was put forward when, in , Boston Consulting Group BCG was commissioned by
the UK government to write a report explaining why and how the British motorcycle industry
had been out-competed by its Japanese competitors. The report concluded that the Japanese
firms, including Honda, had sought a very high scale of production they had made a large
number of motorbikes in order to benefit from economies of scale and learning curve effects. It
blamed the decline of the British motorcycle industry on the failure of British managers to
invest enough in their businesses to profit from economies of scale and scope. The second
explanation was offered in by Richard Pascale, who had interviewed the Honda executives
responsible for the firm's entry into the U. As opposed to the tightly focused strategy of low
cost and high scale that BCG accredited to Honda, Pascale found that their entry into the U.
Honda's motorcycles in this class suffered performance and reliability problems when ridden
the relatively long distances of the US highways. The most recent school of thought on Honda's
strategy was put forward by Gary Hamel and C. Prahalad in Creating the concept of core
competencies with Honda as an example, they argued that Honda's success was due to its

focus on leadership in the technology of internal combustion engines. Honda's entry into the U.
Production started in with H-type engine prior to motorcycle. Honda power equipment reached
record sales in with 6. Honda engines powered the entire car starting field of the Indianapolis
[57] and for the fifth consecutive race, there were no engine-related retirements during the
running of the Memorial Day Classic. In the s Honda developed the GY6 engine for use in motor
scooters. Although no longer manufactured by Honda it is still commonly used in many
Chinese, Korean and Taiwanese light vehicles. Honda, despite being known as an engine
company, has never built a V8 for passenger vehicles. In the late s, the company resisted
considerable pressure from its American dealers for a V8 engine which would have seen use in
top-of-the-line Honda SUVs and Acuras , with American Honda reportedly sending one dealer a
shipment of V8 beverages to silence them. It is the eleventh in a line of successive builds
starting in with Honda E0 moving through the ensuing Honda E series and the Honda P series.
ASIMO is the world's only humanoid robot able to ascend and descend stairs independently.
The system uses a helmet covered with electroencephalography and near-infrared
spectroscopy sensors that monitor electrical brainwaves and cerebral blood flowâ€”signals that
alter slightly during the human thought process. The user thinks of one of a limited number of
gestures it wants from the robot, which has been fitted with a Brain-Machine Interface. Honda
has also pioneered new technology in its HA HondaJet , manufactured by its subsidiary Honda
Aircraft Company , which allows new levels of reduced drag, increased aerodynamics and fuel
efficiency thus reducing operating costs. Honda has also built a downhill racing bicycle known
as the Honda RN It is not available for sale to the public. The bike has a gearbox , which
replaces the standard derailleur found on most bikes. Honda has hired several people to pilot
the bike, among them Greg Minnaar. The team is known as Team G Cross Honda. Honda's solar
cell subsidiary company Honda Soltec Headquarters: Kikuchi-gun, Kumamoto; President and
CEO: Akio Kazusa started sales throughout Japan of thin-film solar cells for public and
industrial use on 24 October , after selling solar cells for residential use since October Honda
entered Formula One as a constructor for the first time in the season at the German Grand Prix
with Ronnie Bucknum at the wheel. This racing tragedy, coupled with their commercial
difficulties selling automobiles in the United States, prompted Honda to withdraw from all
international motorsport that year. As there was no European Championship that season, this
was the top F2 championship that year. Tauranac had designed the Brabham cars for their
earlier involvement. They were again extremely successful. It won only one race, in for Bobby
Rahal at Pocono. Honda returned to Formula One in , initially with another Formula Two partner,
the Spirit team, before switching abruptly to Williams in Williams-Honda won the crown in and
Honda switched allegiance to McLaren in , and then won the title in , , and Honda withdrew from
Formula One at the end of , although the related Mugen company maintained a presence up to
the end of , winning four races with Ligier and Jordan. The engines were far from competitive at
first, but after development, the company won six consecutive drivers' championships and four
manufacturers' championships between and From to , Honda was the lone engine supplier for
the IndyCar Series, including the Indianapolis In the Indianapolis , for the first time in
Indianapolis history, the race was run without a single engine problem. During , Honda
considered returning to Formula One with their own team. The project was aborted after the
death of its technical director, Harvey Postlethwaite. Together BAR and Honda achieved 15
podium finishes and second place in the constructors' championship. Honda bought a stake in
the BAR team in before buying the team outright at the end of , becoming a constructor for the
first time since the s. Honda has competed in the British Touring Car Championship since ,
though not always as a works team. They have achieved over race victories, seven drivers'
championships, five manufacturers' championships and seven teams' championships, ranking
second with the most wins in the series. Honda made an official announcement in May that it
planned to re-enter into Formula One in as an engine supplier to McLaren. The company
combines participation in motorcycle races throughout the world with the development of
high-potential racing machines. Its racing activities are an important source for the creation of
leading-edge technologies used in the development of Honda motorcycles. HRC also
contributes to the advancement of motorcycle sports through a range of activities that include
sales of production racing motorcycles, support for satellite teams, and rider education
programs. Soichiro Honda, being a race driver himself, could not stay out of international
motorsport. In , Honda entered five motorcycles into the Isle of Man TT race, the most
prestigious motorcycle race in the world. Hailwood would later pick up their first Senior TT wins
in and In , Honda returned to Grand Prix motorcycle racing with the monocoque -framed,
four-stroke NR The FIM rules limited engines to four cylinders, so the NR had non-circular,
'race-track', cylinders, each with 8 valves and two connecting rods, in order to provide sufficient
valve area to compete with the dominant two-stroke racers. Unfortunately, it seemed Honda

tried to accomplish too much at one time and the experiment failed. Since then, Honda has
become a dominant marque in motorcycle Grand Prix racing, winning a plethora of top-level
titles with riders such as Mick Doohan and Valentino Rossi. Honda also head the number of
wins at the Isle of Man TT having notched up victories in the solo classes and Sidecar TT , [75]
including Ian Hutchinson 's clean sweep at the races. In the Motocross World Championship ,
Honda has claimed six world championships. In motorcycle trials , Honda has claimed three
world championships with Belgian rider Eddy Lejeune. The car looks and drives just like a
contemporary Honda Civic LX, but does not run on gasoline. In , the Civic GX was rated the
cleanest-burning internal combustion engine in the world by the U. First leased to the City of
Los Angeles, in , Honda started offering the GX directly to the public through factory trained
dealers certified to service the GX. Before that, only fleets were eligible to purchase a new Civic
GX. In , the Civic GX was released in New York, making it the second state where the consumer
is able to buy the car. In June , Honda announced its decision to phase out the
commercialization of natural-gas powered vehicles to focus on the development of a new
generation of electrified vehicles such as hybrids , plug-in electric cars and hydrogen-powered
fuel cell vehicles. Since , Honda has sold about 16, natural-gas vehicles, mainly to taxi and
commercial fleets. Honda's Brazilian subsidiary launched flexible-fuel versions for the Honda
Civic and Honda Fit in late As other Brazilian flex-fuel vehicles, these models run on any blend
of hydrous ethanol E and EE25 gasoline. During the last two months of , both flex-fuel models
sold 2, cars against 8, gasoline-powered automobiles, [90] jumping to 41, flex-fuel cars in , [91]
and reaching 93, in In March , Honda launched in the Brazilian market the first flex-fuel
motorcycle in the world. In late , Honda launched the first commercial hybrid electric car sold in
the U. Honda introduced the second-generation Insight in Japan in February , and released it in
other markets through and in the U. Sales of the Fit Hybrid began in Japan in October , at the
time, the lowest price for a gasoline-hybrid electric vehicle sold in the country. Honda's
cumulative global hybrid sales passed the 1 million unit milestone at the end of September , 12
years and 11 months after sales of the first generation Insight began in Japan November More
efficient than a gas-electric hybrid vehicle , the FCX Clarity combines hydrogen and oxygen
from ordinary air to generate electricity for an electric motor. The vehicle itself does not emit
any pollutants and its only by-products are heat and water. The FCX Clarity also has an
advantage over gas-electric hybrids in that it does not use an internal combustion engine to
propel itself. Like a gas-electric hybrid, it uses a lithium ion battery to assist the fuel cell during
acceleration and capture energy through regenerative braking , thus improving fuel efficiency.
The lack of hydrogen filling stations throughout developed countries will keep production
volumes low. California is the only U. Honda views hydrogen fuel cell vehicles as the long-term
replacement of piston cars, not battery cars. Around units were sold in the U. A total of 1, units
have been leased in the U. Availability in the Japanese market is limited to units during its first
two years. Starting in , Honda in Japan decided to diversify its sales distribution channels and
created Honda Verno , which sold established products with a higher content of standard
equipment and more sporting nature. This approach was implemented due to efforts in place by
rival Japanese automakers Toyota and Nissan. As sales progressed, Honda created two more
sales channels, called Honda Clio in , and Honda Primo in The Honda Clio chain sold products
that were traditionally associated with Honda dealerships before , like the Honda Accord , and
Honda Primo sold the Honda Civic , kei cars such as the Honda Today , superminis like the
Honda Capa , along with other Honda products, such as farm equipment, lawnmowers, portable
generators, and marine equipment, plus motorcycles and scooters like the Honda Super Cub. A
styling tradition was established when Honda Primo and Clio began operations in that all Verno
products had the rear license plate installed in the rear bumper, while Primo and Clio products
had the rear license plate installed on the trunk lid or rear door for minivans. As time
progressed and sales began to diminish partly due to the collapse of the Japanese "bubble
economy" , "supermini" and "kei" vehicles that were specific to Honda Primo were " badge
engineered " and sold at the other two sales channels, thereby providing smaller vehicles that
sold better at both Honda Verno and Honda Clio locations. As of March , the three sales chains
were discontinued, with the establishment of Honda Cars dealerships. Honda sells genuine
accessories through a separate retail chain called Honda Access for both their motorcycle,
scooter, and automobile products. In cooperation with corporate group partner Pioneer , Honda
sells an aftermarket line of audio and in-car navigation equipment that can be installed in any
vehicle under the brand name Gathers , which is available at Honda Access locations as well as
Japanese auto parts retailers, such as Autobacs. Buyers of used vehicles are directed to a
specific Honda retail chain that sells only used vehicles called Honda Auto Terrace. To the
chagrin of the engineers at Honda, all the parts were taken from two of only six hand-assembled
pre-production models of the Accord. The advertisement depicted a single cog which sets off a

chain of events that ends with the Honda Accord moving and Garrison Keillor speaking the
tagline, "Isn't it nice when things just In , they produced the Grrr advert, usually immediately
followed by a shortened version of the Impossible Dream advert. In December , Honda released
The Impossible Dream a two-minute panoramic advertisement filmed in New Zealand, Japan,
and Argentina which illustrates the founder's dream to build performance vehicles. While
singing the song " Impossible Dream ", a man reaches for his racing helmet, leaves his trailer
on a minibike, then rides a succession of vintage Honda vehicles: a motorcycle, then a car, then
a powerboat, then goes over a waterfall only to reappear piloting a hot air balloon , with
Garrison Keillor saying "I couldn't have put it better myself" as the song ends. In , Honda
released its Choir advertisement, for the UK and the internet. This had a person choir who sang
the car noises as the film of the Honda Civic is shown. In the mid to late s in the United States,
during model close-out sales for the current year before the start of the new model year ,
Honda's advertising has had an animated character known simply as Mr. Opportunity , voiced
by Rob Paulsen. The casual-looking man talked about various deals offered by Honda and
ended with the phrase "I'm Mr. Opportunity, and I'm knockin'", followed by him "knocking" on
the television screen or "thumping" the speaker at the end of radio ads. In addition,
commercials for Honda's international hatchback, the Jazz, are parodies of well-known pop
culture images such as Tetris and Thomas The Tank Engine. In late , Honda released an ad with
ASIMO exploring a museum, looking at the exhibits with almost childlike wonderment spreading
out its arms in the aerospace exhibit, waving hello to an astronaut suit that resembles him, etc.
It concludes with the tagline: "More forwards please". However, they had announced that they
would not continue in due to the sponsorship price requested by ITV being too high. In May ,
focuses on their strengths in racing and the use of the Red H badge â€” a symbol of what is
termed as "Hondamentalism". The campaign highlights the lengths that Honda engineers go to
in order to get the most out of an engine, whether it is for bikes, cars, powerboats â€” even
lawnmowers. Honda released its Hondamentalism campaign. In the TV spot, Garrison Keillor
says, "An engineer once said to build something great is like swimming in honey", while Honda
engineers in white suits walk and run towards a great light, battling strong winds and flying
debris, holding on to anything that will keep them from being blown away. Finally one of the
engineers walks towards a red light, his hand outstretched. A web address is shown for the
Hondamentalism website. The digital campaign aims to show how visitors to the site share
many of the Hondamentalist characteristics. At the beginning of , Honda released â€” the
Problem Playground. The advert outlines Honda's environmental responsibility, demonstrating
a hybrid engine, more efficient solar panels, and the FCX Clarity , a hydrogen-powered car. The
second advert has large-scale puzzles, involving Rubik's Cubes , large shapes, and a
3-dimensional puzzle. On 29 May , Honda, in partnership with Channel 4 , broadcast a live
advertisement. This live advertisement is generally agreed to be the first of its kind on British
television. The advert lasted three minutes. In , American Honda released the Dream the
Impossible documentary series, a collection of 5- to 8-minute web vignettes that focus on the
core philosophies of Honda. The film series plays at dreams. In the North American market,
Honda starts all of its commercials with a two-tone jingle since the mids. The late F1 driver
Ayrton Senna stated that Honda probably played the most significant role in his three world
championships. He had immense respect for founder, Soichiro Honda, and had a good
relationship with Nobuhiko Kawamoto, the chairman of Honda at that time. Senna once called
Honda "the greatest company in the world". The " Honda Sports Award " is given to the best
female athlete in each of twelve college sports in the United States. Honda has been a
presenting sponsor of the Los Angeles Marathon since in a three-year sponsorship deal, with
winners of the LA Marathon receiving a free Honda Accord. Since , the Honda Campus All-Star
Challenge has been a quizbowl tournament for Historically black colleges and universities.
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Crossrunner. VFRX Crosstourer. The CR-V was introduced in Japan at Honda Verno dealerships
only and was regarded as a luxury vehicle in Japan due to the exterior width dimensions
exceeding Japanese Government dimension regulations. Upon introduction, the model had only
one trim level , which would later be known as the LX model trim; it was powered by the 2. Outer
dimensions for this engine would be identical to the Integra's 1. The engine used a one-piece
cylinder sleeve construction unique from any other B-series engine. The chassis was a unibody
design with fully independent suspension. The front suspension was double-wishbone, while
the rear used a trailing arm-based multilink system. Inside, the rear seats were able to fold
down, and a picnic table was stowed in the rear floor area. All models featured plastic cladding
covering the front bumper , rear bumper, and fender wells. In most countries, CR-Vs had a
chrome grille; however, in the United States, the grille was made out of the same black plastic
as the bumpers. Exterior alterations included a new front bumper, smoothed off rear bumper,
and a smaller plastic radio antenna on the rear of the roof. New dark blue pearl and red pearl
shades replaced the former solid red and metallic blue hues. European models received an
enlarged Honda emblem on the front grille, and a new metallic yellow paint in certain markets.
The engine was changed to the 2. This 16 percent boost in power resulted to a faster mph of 8.
In , a Special Edition model was introduced in North America. Until , the CR-V sold more than
any other vehicle in its class. The Australian higher specification model was called the "Sport".
It was added at the time of the first facelift and included body-colored bumpers, mirrors, door
handles, and hard rear spare wheel cover. It also included alloy wheels, roof rails, and a large
glass sunroof. Even though the car's structure received an acceptable rating, the overall car
received a marginal rating as the dummy's left leg would have been broken. In addition to this
lower body injury, the dummy's head went through the airbag which may have caused a minor
concussion. The chest was well protected. Models equipped with an automatic transmission
now had an overdrive cancel button that allowed the driver to lock the transmission in the first
three gears to provide power for passing and climbing grades, known as "Grade Logic. The
second generation CR-V, which went on sale on November 12, [9] was a full redesign, based on
the seventh generation Civic, and powered by the K24A1 engine. Second generation CR-Vs in
countries outside of North America were again offered in both "low specification" and "high
specification" variants, with the latter featuring body-colored bumpers and fittings. It also now
did not require the glass hatch to be opened before the swinging door. Changes between model
years , , and were minor, involving an enlargement of the center compartment bin and the
addition of a front passenger door power lock in the latter two years respectively. In China, a
clone from Shuanghuan Auto , called the SR-V, became a center of a design rights controversy,
because the latter appeared to be a blatant copy of Honda's design. In , the CR-V received a
mid-cycle refresh. New inch wheels replaced the previous inch versions. Changes included new
taillights and headlights with clear indicators and two separate H1 bulbs for low beams and high
beams, the previous setup used H4 single bulb for both low and high beams. The taillights now
used clear lenses instead of amber for the turning indicators. The grille was also changed; it
had two horizontal bars instead of one. The front bumper design was slightly changed, it now
has round fog lights compared to the previous trapezium fog lights and in addition to the lower
grill there are two horizontal bars instead of one. The rear bumper reflectors were longer and
narrower. On the inside of the car, the EX trim received upgrades which included steering
wheel-mounted audio controls, an outside temperature monitor and also an electric sunroof. All
CR-V models also had revised rear seat headrests, which had been redesigned to reduce rear
view blockage. Mechanically, the model was also changed. A major change included a
drive-by-wire throttle for all CR-Vs. The all-wheel drive system was improved; it had been tuned
to activate faster in low traction situations. US market models were equipped with a five-speed
automatic, as opposed to the previous four-speed automatic. In the United States and Canada,
all MY and later CR-Vs have anti-lock brakes , electronic brake force distribution , traction

control and Vehicle Stability Assist , front seat-mounted side airbags, and side-curtain airbags
with rollover sensors for all occupants. In Australia, the MY05 facelift went on sale in late Base
models made do with only dual airbags and ABS as standard equipment, while the Sport came
equipped with side airbags for the first time. Curtain airbags were unavailable on any model,
until the next generation. For a more luxurious experience, Honda added a leather interior,
leather-wrapped steering wheel, and heated side mirrors and front seats. Several "Special
Edition" models were released, beginning in Building upon the "Base", Winter Classic added
alloy wheels, side steps, as well as a tow bar, while the Sport Winter Classic gained roof racks,
nudge bar and foglights, however, did without the towbar. Later within this iteration, in , an SE
model was launched, featuring rear parking sensors, nudge bar and 16' alloy wheels. It was sold
between October and November Running throughout , the CR-V "Extra" brought with it 16 inch
alloy wheels and side airbags. The third generation CR-V went on sale in the U. Unlike
preceding models, it features a rear liftgate rather than a side-opening rear door and no longer
has the spare tire mounted on the rear door. For the model year, the CR-V received style,
powertrain and equipment changes. Changes included a redesigned front fascia with a new
horizontal-slat chrome grille and honeycomb-designed lower front grille, new front bumper, and
revised tail lights. The rear bumper was redesigned, as well as new five split-spoke inch alloy
wheels for EX and EX-L models. The interior received minor changes, including seat fabrics, as
well as wider driver and front-passenger armrests. The audio head unit controls were altered
and the information display backlighting in the gauges was changed to blue, instead of the
previous black. It is powered with a 2. The facelifted model year CR-V went on sale during
October The structure has been modified to improve crash performance, particularly in the IIHS
's small offset crash test. The suspension shock absorbers, springs, anti-roll bars and lower
control arms are also revised to improve ride performance, while a reduced Sales began in the
U. It uses the same Honda compact global platform introduced on the tenth generation Civic.
The fifth generation of CR-V is available in 5-seater and 7-seater variant. The base engine is an
Earth Dreams 2. For the model year , Honda has made the 1. The i-DTEC turbodiesel engine has
been revised from having a single variable-nozzle turbocharger in the earlier version to having
two turbochargers - one for low RPMs and the other for high RPMs - to minimise turbo lag. It
uses an aluminum cylinder head paired to an open-deck cylinder block, with shorter and thinner
piston skirts to reduce mechanical friction to levels comparable to a gasoline engine. Honda
Sensing is standard on all CR-V trim levels for and adds traffic sign recognition. LED daytime
running lights , 18" alloy wheels and electronic parking brake with a new auto-hold feature are
available. Indonesian models went on sale on 17 June The Indonesian model top trim Prestige is
equipped with 5-spoke inch Modulo alloy wheels not seen in other markets. In the Philippines ,
the 1. The fifth generation CR-V was also launched in Japan on 30 August and went on sale on
the following day, making it the return of the CR-V for the Japanese domestic market after a
two-year hiatus since the fourth generation CR-V was discontinued there in August It was
previously displayed on 27 October at the Tokyo Motor Show , announced on 29 September The
CR-V hybrid, which was previewed at the Frankfurt Motor Show, goes on sale in early with a fuel
economy comparable to diesel competitors. Honda expects sales to split equally between
gasoline and hybrid in three years. For the first time in North America, the refreshed model
introduced a hybrid powertrain as an option. The CR-V Hybrid features a 2. The hybrid version
is assembled at Honda's Greensburg, Indiana assembly plant which also produces the standard
gasoline-only CR-V, while the powertrain is assembled in Anna, Ohio. The previously-available
2. Additionally, the CR-V's suite of advanced safety features are standard on every trim level,
meaning even the most affordable CR-V provides adaptive cruise control and the latest crash
prevention technology. Other changes for the CR-V include larger inch alloy wheels on top-line
Touring models, redesigned inch alloy wheels for EX and EX-L trims, a revised front fascia with
a new upper grille which also features a blue-outlined Honda 'H' emblem on CR-V Hybrid
models , revised side skirts with chrome inserts, a new rear bumper with chrome insert, a push
button-controlled CVT for CR-V Hybrid models, LED front fog lamps on most models except on
the base LX trim , new exterior color options and standard Honda Sensing driver assistance
technology for all models. The facelifted CR-V was also released in Thailand on 14 July ,
including the panoramic sunroof, wireless charger, Honda Sensing, automatic-dimming
rear-view mirror and memory seat, and the 1. Honda Malaysia has officially launched the
facelifted CR-V on 5 November , which gets some minor styling changes and new features. The
base variant remains the 2. The remaining two variants are both turbocharged, with the 1. The
Prestige variant comes with Honda Sensing. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. For other
uses, see CRV. Compact crossover SUV manufactured by Honda. Motor vehicle. Petrol : 2. Main
article: Honda CR-V third generation. Main article: Honda CR-V fourth generation. Petrol : 1.
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